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Should know the hiſtory of the conception of 
this Treatiſe. Tf there. be. any thing that 
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thank fit to give themſelves the trauble of per- 
horny it, in the work.ut ſelf, 1 ſhould yet think 
| too much an undervaluing of them, if 1 did 
|Teaken the minuter cireunſtances relating there- 
(ho, fit matter for their entertamment. 

Nor ams I more concernd to have it known 
ot were the inducements to the ublication of 
9 Earneſt proteſtations and as our. 

good intentions in ſuch RR they leave. 
bY ſtilt- at liberty to believe or doubt. at theiy. 
\ Dafoe; fo they gain us little if they he believed. | 
[4s $5 20 Eaſic matter, £0 carry one even, conſtant | 
| #enont of ſpirit through 4 work of time. Nor is 
Fy more caſt e, to paſs a ſettled invariable judgment 
concerning ſo variable a ſubjeft , when an heart | 
that. may ſeem wholly freved and ſet for God | 
this hour, ſhall look, % quite like another thing. | 
the next, ard change figures and poſtures almoſt 
« often as it doth thoughts. | 

. elnd if a man ſhould be miſtaken in judging 
himſelf, it would little mend the matter, to have 
deceived others alſo into a good opinion of him. 

But if he can approve himſelf to Godin the 
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| any are over-bolgeven here aſſo) than Jo footifh- | 
| lytorrifle with ſuch things. Therefore mort come | 
: only, where that humour prevasts, men arvert | 
| from thoſe plainer things, with fome ſlighter anll | 
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find in ſubſtantial Religion, for ſuch toyes ! Fea, 
and wot only famiſh themſelvez, but trouble the 
worla, and smbrou the Church with their ro a f 
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an ſelf. owe to prirchaſe his own 
peace by declining it, Or if be did ſometimes 
e112 his thoughts to ſome of our petty queſti- | 


diſturbance of others or humſelf:, *twere an in- | 


things of that nature are capable 'of ſerving. 
But when contention becomes a mans element, 
and he tannot tive out of that fire, Brains his 
wit, an racks his invention to find matter of | 
quarrel, is reſolved, nothing ſaga of done by 
others ſhall pleaſe him, only becauſe he means 
to pleaſe himſelf in  diffentinig , Diſputes only 


5t felf. This is the unnatural bimour that 
hath ſo unſpeakably troubled the (hurch, and 
deſpirned Religion, and filled mens Souls with 
wind and vanity! Yea, with firk and fury. 
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cenſurers, and ignorant felf-conceited 
dividers, and of worldly, unskilful, 'and 
unmerciful Paſtors, to Jook to that ftate 
[where all the godly ſhall be one, and to 


holineſs, to provoke one another to love 
and to good works, which too many lay 
out upon their hay and ſtubble, And to 
call men from judging and deſpiſing each! 
other (and worfethan both thoſe)about; 
_ _ and drinks, and: days, to 

udy righteouſneſs, and peace, and jo 

dy 7ig _ fs, and peace, a 


in t 


and approved of men ( that arewiſe and 
good). Let ws therefore follow after the 


| ty E For be that in theſe| 
 |things ſerveth Chrift (in which hisKing-| 
dom doth confiſt) is acceptable to God,| 


; i 

ſ——Tthee to thr firthfir beholdmg Cod: in| 
_ [Righteolrſneſs which maſt Here begin 
this bleſſed affimilation; which full n- 
| tuition will for ever perfect. bot IMY 


| 


[turnthoſe thoughts tothe furtherance of 


things which make for peace, and thines 
wherewith one may edifice another; 


whileſt thecontentious for meats willded 
\ftroy the work of God, -Row.14.17,18, 


af he char truly, pros 
6a gmoteth th, Heb. 12. I'4. 
Fam. 3:17. creo true dh of OUT #2102 1 
excellently delerbed, Eph. 4: 10, I2,13, 
i415 SITY en hh 
ay: plain unlearn cad 
Gage Ny pla polege of the ig they 
muſt remember, that thoſe perſons have 


tobe drawn, up; from the, yanities of 
earth who canrigt digeſt.a looſer ſtile. 
_As'God hath:endued the worthy Au- 
thor with a more than ordinary.meaſure 
of judi ciouſne, even ſoundneſs and ac- 
craes, of "underſtanding, with, feri- 
.f pirituality,and-: a heavenly mind; 

Fa wo ave for our commonbenefit, the 
effets of all theſe happy qualifications, 
| this judzcions | ke diſcourſe. 
Andif my recommendatiomsmay.inany 
meaſiire further your acceptance, im- 
provement and practiſing of ſo edifying 
a Treatiſe, it willanſwer the ends of him | 
who waiteth with-you in NOPE. for the 
ſame Salvation, 
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(| | ings, and of its literal importance. A. 
| diſcuſſion of its real importance; ſo 
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Face. 2, Aſſimilation to him. 3..The 
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ſatisfaftion reſulting , thewce. Theſe 
propounded to, be confi idered, I. Ab- 


ſolutely, and ſi ſing ngly each by i ſelf. 
; 2. Relatively, 72 #herr mutual reſpe&#s 
! #0 each other. The frſt of theſe, \ non 
| of Gods Face, diſcours'd of. 
- ObjeF. 2. The == -.- b = 
hap P.: 4» The ſecond Ingredient into this 
Bleſſedneſs conſidered, Aſſimilation to 
' God, or his Glory inpreſt Whereix 
j # conff its, diſcovered in ſundry Pro- 
{ poſntions. The third wi the 
ſatisfaction ad pleaſure whichreſults, 
{ ſlated and opened. PAg. 67. 
Chap. 5. The Relative C onſideration of 
the ſe three Ingredients of the Saints 
| Bleſſedneſs, Where it is propounted, 
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Viſion hath to Aflimilation. 2. What 
both theſe have to Satisfaction. The 
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Gods Face or Glory contributes to- 
wards ſatisfattion , eſtimated . from 
| the conſideration, 1. Of the Objed, 
1 the Glory to be beheld, as tis Di. 


' vine, Entire, Permanent, Appro- 
priate 
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' contributes #0 the Souls ſatisfaction, 
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between it and Faith. This intuition 
more abſolutely confidered , its Cha- 
 raders, and why they contribute to the 
Satisfa@ion of the bleed Souls. That 
tis '( viz.) efficacious, comprehenſtve, 
fixed, appropriative. pag. 112. 
Chap. 7. Whereiz Aflimilation the like- 
| meſs or glory of God impreſt) con- 
tributes unto Satisfaction. Where 5s 
particularly propoinded to be ſhewn, 
what pleaſure "it involves, what it 
diſpoſes to. What it involves in the 
elle” of it, what in the cognoſci. 
r. The pleaſure of being like God, 
diſcovered. 1. Shewing concerning the 
Image of God ( generally conſidered ) 
that it is the Souls health and ſound- 
> 7eſs reſtored ;, that it is a vital, 'ar 
imtimate, 4 connatural, 4 perfect 
[' Image. "Pag-130« 
Chap. 8. The ſatisfaction carried m the 
glory of God” impreſſed , further 
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ſhewn. 
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 ſhewn. Certain particulars of this 
-7mapreſſuon inſtanc't in. 4 depende 
frame of+ ſpirit, ſubjeFion or ſelf- 
devoting Love, Purity, Liberty, Tran- 
quillity. bo pag.1409. 
Chap. 9. The plea FI ariſing from knows 
© Ing or conſidering our ſelpes to' be 
like Gods from conſidering it, 1. Ab- 
ſolutely. 2. Comparatively, or re ſpe- 
Fively to the fe former ſtate of the Soul, 
To the ou e of loſt Souls, To its pat- 
tern, To the way of accompliſhevent, 
To the Souls own expe@ations, To 
what it ſecures. The pleaſure wheretg\ 
it diſpoſes , of Uniov , Communion. 
A compariſon f this Righteouſneſs 
with this Bleſſednelſs.  Pag- 175. 
Chap.” 10. The ſeaſon of ſatisfaction, 
. which is twofols, at $ Death, 
Reſurrection. 
The former ſpoken to, wherein is ſhewn, 
That this life 3s to a Soul ( even of a 
Saint ) but as a \leep. That at Death 
it awakes. As to the wa That there 
# a conſiderable acceſſion 1 to its _ ; 
| meſs at the Reſurrection. o F127; 
Cha II. AnintrodudGion to t 
, the Do@rine hitherto propoſed. ol 
- Ofe divided into Inferences of Trath. 
yn of = I. Inference, That 
:.-: Bleſſed- 
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. Bleſſedneſs conſiſts not in any ro 
Chap. 12. Inference 3. That a change 


. propoſed in order to. the dete&ing the 
. wanity of ſuch pretences. A particular 


_ and conformity to him, are fatisfy- 


ſual enjoyments. 2. The Spirit o 


man ( ſince it 3s capable of ſo bigh 


a Bleſſedneſe ) is a being of high ex{ 


cellency. _ pag. 217, 


of heart is neceſſary to this Bleſſed- 
neſs. The pretences of ungodly men 
whereby they would avoid the neceſſit 
of this change. Five conſideration 


diſcuſſion and refutation of thoſe pre- 


Fences. | pag-2354 
Chap. 13, Infer. 4. That the Soul, 


which ſuch a change is wrought, reſt- 
leſly purſues it till it be attain'd. 
Infer. 5. That the knowing of God, 


ing things, ad do now in 4 degree ſa- 
RA CB to the meaſure me 
in they are attained. Infer. 6. That 
the love of God towards his people 
1s great, that hath deſigned for then 
fo great and even a ſatisfying good. 

| Pag.2 6 on 
hap. 14. Infer. 7. That ſince this bleſ- 
ſedneſs is limited to a qualified ſub- 
je | I in righteouſneſs }, the uns 
righteous are neceſſarily left exclu- 


ded. | 
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A FABLE, 

| ded. Infer-8: That Ri mnconſng Is 
- no Yain thing, i as nmch 4s it hath ſo 
happy a an zſfne;and ends fon well. p:584. 
Chap. 15. Two other inferences, few the 
conſideration of the ſeaſon" of this 
Bleſfedneſs. The former, That" in- as 
 amich as this Bleſſednefs is not attain- 
ed 5: 772 this life, *Fhe preſent happineſs 
of Saints mult i in a great part confiſt 
in hope. The latter," That great is the 
wiſdom and ſagacity of the righte- 

; Ous' man, which waves a preſenF ter 
 porar boppineſe, and chuſes 5 het which 
| Sooke ant and "future. Pa .30T. 


a. Al... 


Fable or Ofc of the Do- 


| Faining C certain Rules or Preſeripti- 
$976 "Duty connaturdl thereto.Rule I. 
we ſettle'ih 'our minds the true 
ret of this" Bleſſedneb. Rule" 2. 
EE we compape the temper of 'our 
"own kpirits withit, and labour thence 
t0 diſcern whether we may- lay elaim 
ON fo Pag.317. 
Ehap. 17. Rule 3. Direting ſuch as up- 


a total averſton in themſelves to this 
Bleſſedneſs, to be ſpeedy and reſtleſs 


> 1n their endeayours, to have the tem- 
per 


ape 16. The ſecond general Head of | 
#rine propounded from the Text, con- 


i 


on enquiry find, or ſee cauſe to ſuſ} ſpe | | 
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k Þ of. their ſpirits alt! 71h | nade 


itable to it.. Dowtits .4 Frons 
: concerning 1 the uſe of ach: t col eaUOHYS, 

72 ſuch. a.caſe. anſwered. . Sore conſt- 
- derations to enforce this dire&ion pro- 
| Poitnded and preſſed. Pag-344- 
Chap. 18. Rule. 4. Dire@ing to the en- 
deavour of a gradual improvement 
in ſuch a dif - arg of ou ( as 
ſhall be fond in any meaſure already 
attained) towards this Bleſſedneſs. 
That *tis 7 ſſedneſs begun, which dife 

poſes to the (07 ummate ſlate of it. 
" That we are therefore to f25 
the daily ——_ of our preſent know- 
ledg of God, conformity to him, and 
the ſatisfiedneſs of our ſpirits there- 
In. pag.379. 
Chu, 19. Rule 5. DireFing to raiſe 
| our deſires above the actual or poſ- 
{ible attainments of this our preſent, 
-and-termmate them-upon-the-fnture 
conſummate ſtate of Bleſfledneſs, The 
Rule explained, and preſſed by ſun- 
dry conſiderations. Rule 6. That we 
add to a defirons purſuit , a joyful 
expettation of this Blelſedneſs: ; which 
#s purſued in certain ſubordinate Di- 
retlons. pag-421. 
Chap. zo. The addition of two _ 
that* 
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that more ſpecially reſpei? the yet 
future ſeaſon: of this Bleſſedneſs, after 
ently wait for it until Death. Rule. 


| That we love not too much this pre - | 


this life, 2#z. Rule 7. That we pati-- 


PSAL. XVIL 15. 


As for me, I will behold thy 
face in riobreouſneſs : T (hat, 
be ſatisfied, when 1 awake, 


with thy —_— 


CHAP. F. 


A Proemial Diſcourſe. 4 refleTion 
upon ſome foregoing Verſes. of the 
of alm, by way of IntroduGion to 

e Text, A Conſideration of its 
joife Various Feelings and of 
zts literal importance. A diſeulſuon 
of its real importance , ſo far 4s if 


the s preſpict Dip onrſe. 


HE continual mixture of 
Good and Evil in this 
4 Preſent ſtate of things; 
22 with its uncertain flu- 
SS - Atuations, and ſubjefi- 

| on ro perpetual changes; 


LSS-$3 :conſidering mind-to the 


belief me = ts of another, that” may be both 
q B more 
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neceſſary to the ſetling tbe Subject of | 
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more perfe&, and more permanent. For cer- 
tainly it could never be a deſign adequate ( or 
any way agreeable) to the Divine Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, that the bleſſed God ſhould 
fFaiſe ſuch a thing as this lower Creation ont 
of nothing, only to give himſelf the tempo- 
raty pteature of beholding the alternate Joys 
and Sorrows of ( the beſt part thereof) his 
Reaſonable Creature ſeated in it: Nor a de- 
| light at all proportionable to an eternally hap- 
py Being, when he hath connaturaliz'd ſuch 
a Creature to this ſenſible World ; only to 
take notice how variouily the paſſions he hath 
planted in him, may be mov'd and flirr'd 
by the variety of occafions which he ſhall 
thence be preſented with; and what ſudden 
and contrary impreſſions may be made upon 
his caſie paſſive ſenſes, by the interchanged 
ſtrokes and touches of contrary objects : 
How quickly he can raiſe him into a tranſ- 
port of high contentment and pleafure , 
and then how foon he can again reduce 
him to a very Paroxyſm of anguiſh and 
deſpair. It would diſcover us to have 
yery vile and low thoughts of God, if we 
did not judg it altogether unanſwerable to 
his Perfe&ions, to deſign no further thing 
In creating this World, and placing ſuch a 
Creature as Man in it, than only to pleaſe 
himſelf for a while with ſuch a ſpectacle, 
{ and then at laſt clear the Stage, and ſhut 
up all again in an eternal filent Darknels. 
If we could ſuppoſe a man furniſhed with 
| fuch power, he would ſurely add little to the) 
| reputatio 
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reputation of his being wiſe or good beyond 
other men, by a deſign 1o to ute it. _ 

Much leſs can we think it worthy. of God 
to perpetuate luch a ſtate of things as this, 
and continue a ſucceſſion of ſuch Perſons 
and Actions as we now behold in the world, 
{bhrough eternal Generations, only to per- 
petuate to Himſelf the ſame pleaſure in the 
exerciſe of his Immenſe Power'upon created 
Natures, over which he hath fo infinite ad- 
vantage. = 
And indeed nothing can be more uncon+ 
cervable, than that the great Creator and 
Author. of all things, ſhould frame a Crea- 
ture of ſo vaſt comprehenſion as the Spirit 
of man, put into it a capacity of knowing 
and converſing with himſelf, give it ſome 
proſpe& of his own Glory and Bleſſedneſs 
bu thereby, in many, boundleſs unſatisfied 


deſires after him, and unexpreſſible plea- 
ſure in the. pre-conceived hope. of being re= 
ceived into the communion ,of that Glory 
and Bleſſedneſs ; and yet defeat and blaſt ſo 
great an Expectation, by the unſuſpeted 
reducement of the very Subje& of it again| 
to nothing. Yea, and that he ſhould deal 
herein (as in that caſe he muſt ) the moſt}. 
hardly with the b:: . And that fuch Souls, 
whoſe meer love and devotedneſs to him 
had made them abandon the pleafures oi 
this life, and run through whatſoever diſh 
culties for his fake, ſhould fare worſe. tha 
the very worſt; were, beyond all the reſt 
moſt utterly unimaginable, and a though 
B 2 which 
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which Pagan-reaſon hath not known how! 
to digeſt or entertain. Jf ( ſaith one, and} 

he ſpeaks the ſenſe of many other, as well! - 
as his own }) with the diſſolution of our Bodies,; 
the efſence of the Soul, whatſoever that be, ſhould! 
be diſſolved too, and for ever ceaſe to be any 
thing; I know not how I can account them 
bleſſed, that never having enjoyed any good as | 
the reward of their Virtue, have even periſhed; 
for Virtue its ſelf. 


j 
g 


Wherefore it is conſequent, that this pre-! 
ſent ſtate is only intended for tryal to the! 
ſpirits of men, in order to their attainmerit| 
of a better ſtate in a better world : That! 
is, inaſumuch as the infinitely wiſe and! 
bleſſed God had given being to ſuch a Crea-! 
ture as Man, in which both Worlds ( the! 
Material and the Immaterial ) did meet 5 and! 
who (in reſpe& of his Earthly and Spiri-| 
tual natures, had in him ſomewhat ſutable 
to each. And whereas this Creature had loſt 
(with his Intereſt ) his very inclination to| 
the Spiritual*Objeas, and enjoyments of the 
purer Immaterial World ( wherein alone his! 
true bleſſedneſs could conſiſt ), ſuffered a vile 
depreſſion of his Spirit unto this groſs Cor-! 
poreal World, and hereby brought himſelf 
under a neceſſity of being. miſerable, his av 
bler part having nothing now to fatisfie it, 
but what it was become unſuitable and diſaffe- 
fed tO. ; 
His 
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| - His Merciful Creator, being intent upon 
']bis reſtitution, thought fir not to bring it 
bout by a ſudden and. viclent hand (as it 
were to catch him into Heaven againſt his 
vill ): but to raiſe his Spirit into its juſt 
{Dominion and Soveraignty in him, by ſuch 
gradual Methods as were molt ſutable to a 
jrational intelligent nature: That is, to di- 
{cover to him, that he had tuch a thing 
tas Spirit about himz whence it was fallen, 
how low 1t was funk, to what ſtate it was - 
yet capable to be rais'd, and what he had 
[deſign'd and done for its happy recovery. 


And hence by the {ſecret and powerful in- 
{{inuations of his own Light and Grace, to 
awaken his drowſie and {lumbering Reaſon, 
and encline his perverſe and wayward Will 
|to the conſideration and choice of ſuch things 
tas that felicity conliſts in; which that ber- 
ter world can afford, and- his better part 
; eNzOY+ 

{ And while he propounds ſuch things to 
| him, how reaſonable and agreeable was it, that 
| he ſhould keep him. ſometime 'under a juſt 
{ probation ( yea, how much was there in it 
of a gracious and compatſionate Indulgence, 
.often to renew the trial ) , whether he would 
yet beſtir himſelf, and (baving ſo srear hopes 
before him, and ſuch helps and aids afforded 
| him, and ready to be afforded apply, at 
| laſt, his intelle&ual and eleive pqwers, to 
{ mind and cloſe with fo gracious overtures, in 
{ order to his own eternal advancement and 
{ blefledneſs ? 
| B 3 Nor 
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Nor was it an unreaſonable expeRation 
that he ſhould do ſo. For, however the 
temporal good and evil that may conſtantly 
affect his ſenſitive part and powers, be pre- 
ſent and near; but the eternal mifery or 
bleſfledneſs of his Soul, future and remote : 
Yet inaſmuch as he is capable of under- 
ftanding . the vaſt diſproportions of Time 
and Erernity; of a mortal Fleſh, and an im- 
mortal- Spirit: How prepoſterous a courte 
were it, and unworthy of a man ; yea, how 
diſhonourable and reproachful to his Maker, 
ſhould he prefer the momentary pleaſyres of 
narrow incapacious ſenfe, to the everlaſting 
enjoyments of an enlarged comprehenſive 
Spirit? Or, for the avoiding the pains and 
miſeries of the former kind, incur thoſe of 
me ne? - 
| Whence alſo, the Holy God doth not 
expe& ahd require only, ' that men ſhould 
make that wiſer choice; but doth moſt juſt- 
y lay the weight of their eternal ſtates upon 
their doing, or not doing ſo. ' And in that 
ay when he ſhall render to every one accor- 
ding to their works, make "this the Rule of 
is final judgment, To allot ro: them, who b 
7 patient continuance in well-doing ,  ſeck, for 
onour, glory, 'and immortality, eternal life. 
o the reſt, indignation and wrath, tribulation 
nd anguiſh; &c. and that whether they be Jews 
Romy, EET) 
| Nor'is it a new thing in the world, that 
Jome among the children of 'men ſhculd+in 
this comply with the righteous will of Go 
Ht 4-492,” 444. reg Hig 
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| common reſolutionz and did in their ſeve- 


8. AA ones ” ODER Fr DONE 


fervation from his Enemies. Not to ga 
delivered from : In which Deſcription eve- 


[ enemies to thee and me; not more oppoſite 


and ſo judg and chuſe for themſctves, as he 


approved by the concurrent ſuffrage of allthem, 
in all timess and ages, into whoſe .minds the 
true light hath ſhined, and whom God hath 
inſpired with that wiſdom whereby he maketh 
wiſe to ſalvation. | 

That numerous Aſſembly of the perfeQ- 
ed Spirits of the Juſt, have agreed in this 


ral generations, ere they had paſt this ſtate 
of trial, with an Heroick magnanimity 
trample this preſent World under their feer, 
and aſpire. to the glory of the World ta 
come; relievins themſelves againſt all the 
Srievances they have /#fered from ſuch whoſe 
portion is in zhis life, with the alone hope 
and confidence of what they were ta enjoy in 
another. | 

And hereof we have an eminent and illuftri- 
ous inſtance in this Context, where the ground 
is laid of the following Diſcourſe, For ins 
troduion whereto, obſerve that 

The Title” ſpeaks the Pſalm a Prayer of 
David. The matter of the Prayer is, pre- 


over the whole Plalm, we have in the 13 
and 14. verſes, the ſum of his deſires, with 
a deſcription of the perſons he prays to be 
ry Character is an Argument to enforce his 


prayer. 
From the Wicked | q.d. They are equally 
Þ 4 | Fo 


is pleaſed to dire& and preſcribe. *Tis a courſe | 


| 
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Is. 18, 
Phil, 31 9. 
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to me by their cruelty, than by their wicked- 
neſs they are to thee. Vindicate then, at once, 
thy ſelf, and deliver me.- | 

Thy {word, thy hand] Thou canſt as ea- 
fily cominand and manage them, - as a man 
may wield. his ſword, or move his hand. 
Wilt thou. ſuffer thine own ſword, thine 
own hand, 'to deſtroy thine own Ser- 
vant? 

Hen of the world, which have their ports- 
0n in this life ] Time, and this lower world, 
bound all their hopes and fears; They have 
no ſerious, believing apprehenfions of any 
thing beyond this preſent life z therefore have 
nothing to with-hold them from the moſt in- 
jurious violence, if thou with-hold them not; 
C Men that believe not another world, are the 
ready Aftors of any imaginable miſchiefs and 
tragedies in this ), Whos <1 s 
' Whoſe belly thou filleſt ] 3. e. Their ſenſual 
appetite : As oftentimes- that term is uled. 
* With tby hid treaſures] viz. the Riches 


{ which either God is wont-to hide in the bowels 


of the earth, or lock up in the Repoſitory 
of Providence, diſpenſing them at his wwn 
pleaſure. > + 

* They are full of (hildren] So it appears| 
by that which follows, it ought tobe read, 
and not according to that groſs * ( but ea-|. 


[fie ) miſtake of ſome Tranſcribers of the Se- 


venty- * += + 
As if in all this he had pleaded thus : 
Lord, thou haſt abundantly indulged © thoſe 
men already, what need they more? They 
=. A i Et es . have 
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| 


Have themſelves, Trom7hy unregarded bo 


: . ; ” 
their own vaſt ſwoln defires ſufficiently fill- 


ed, enough for their own time; and when 
hey .can live no longer in their Perfons, they 
may in their Poſterity, and leave not Stran- 
gers, but their numerous Off-ſpring, their 
Heirs. Is it not enough that their avarice 
be gratified, except their malice be alſo? 
hat they have whatſoever they can conceive 
deſirable for themſelves, unleſs they may al- 
{o infer what ever they can think miſchievous 
Pn me ? CT. 
| To this deſcription of his Enemies, he 
ex oppoſito , ſubjoins ſome account of himſelf 
in. this his cloſure: of the Pſalm ; As. for me J 
{Here he is at his ſtatique point 3; and, after 
ome appearing diſcompoſure, his ſpirit re- 


ſes and prefers to. theirs in the following re- 
{peQs. | 

That they were wicked, he righteous. I will 
behold thy face in righteouſneſs |. That rherr 
happinets was worldly, terrene, ſuch.only as 
did ſpring from the. earth; 7 heavenly, and 
divine, ſuch as ſhould reſult from the Face and 
Image of God. Theirs preſent, temporary, 
compaſt within this life ; Hs, future, ever- 
laſting, to be enjoyed when he ſhould, awake. 
Theirs partial, defe&ive, ſuch. as would but 
sratifie their beſtial part, fill their bellies 3 Hz 


fadequate, compleat,,( the 1/149 58 owl]s), | 
ſuch as ſhould fatisfie the Jar. 7 ſnail be 


ſatisfied, &c, 


turns to a conſiſtency, in conſideration of 
this own more happy ſtate, - which he. oppo- 


= 


of the Righteous; 


? 


_- 


par, T| Tezrwny moment, nor our own reading liable 
9972 Nu to exception. The word 1) 12TN) about 


TK 
SiEa « 6A TW which is the createſt diverſity , hath 


= ”m_ ebo Pry ns ly elſewhere. And then, what more 
uo ſatiabor , 6 

cum appdruerit glo- PIOPEL Engliſh Son this Text, be eg 

ria tua. Exa&ly Pable of, than it hath in our Bibles? 

following the Se- Each word hath its true and genuine 

yenty, 4s doth the import; and the Sintax is ſufficient- 


Ethzopich. The Cal- x | 
dee Pardphraſe dif. ly regular, and grammatical of thei 


agrees. [ittle; the WHROIE- | 
Arabick [leſs ; the 

Syriack miſtook it ſeems MIN for NNN, and fo read 
that ward faith which we read likeneſs. 


Only as to the former, that uſual and 
obvious obſervation muſt here have place; 
that the I prefixed to PM, and which, 
with it, we read [in righteouſneſs ], doth 
often ſignifie among its various acceptati- 
ons, by or through; and that, not only as 
denoting inſtrumentality 3 but more at large, 
the place of any medium neceſſary to the 
attainment of the end it fſubſerves to 
whence the ſame uſe of the Greek, #, that 
anſwers thereunto, is wont to g0 for an 
Hebraiſm, = 


3 | And 


= 
© . 
»” 


preſent, That the already noted import of 
[the Prepoſition [52] being ſuppoſed moſt 


And as to the latter, the only thing liable 
fo controverſie, is, whether the Gerund 
$%773 1s to be conſtrued with the eee fed 
ſpeaking [ when F awake 7], or, [in my awa: 
kizg ]; or with the thing; the likeneſs or 
image ſpoken of [3n the _ 
or | when thine image ſhall awake | : andI con- 
ceive we need not.diſculs it, but following our 
own Tranſlation, leave the judgment of it to 
the ra it elf, which ( as E/hs tells us) trieth 
words, | 


of thine image], 


0m evigllavero, ſemzl 


In the mean time, the real importance of 
this Scripture more 'calls for diſcuſſion than 
the Hreral, concerning which, a threefold 
enquiry will be neceſſary for the ſetling the 
Subje& of the following Diſcourſe. * * 
"1, What relation this [' righteouſneſs ] 

muſt be underſtood to have to the 
Viſion of God's face, and the other 
conſequent bleſſedneſs. | 


fers to. 
3- What' is int 
"ent 
To the firſt, It is only neceſſary to fay at 


f 


ended by the | lkeneſs 


dered here |_ by or through righteouſneſs }, as by 
tion 1n which he may expe& the return of Go 
nere, or the eternal Viffon of him hereafter, &c 
earned Dr. Hammond, Annat. in loc, quoting alſo 


——_ 


= 


the fame purpdſe. - 


2. What time or ſtate [ awakzng ] re=| 


Hietony- 


mus (juxs | © 


ta Hebr.) 
reads the 


| words &X« 
ſattly as 


we do - 
Ego #1 Jus 


ftitia vis 


debo fa- 


ciem tuattty, | 
zmplebar, 
tudine tus 


Tk} vim. 
cems beſt , 


oO be ren- 
e cond1- 


s Mercies 


So the 


aſtellio to. 


2 did” 


' cern'd circumſtance, that hath nothing to 
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utable to this Text (as ; apparently it is ), 
ighteouſneſs muſt be lookt upon in refer - 
nce to this viſio, not as in an zdle or 
eerly caſual concomitancy, or as an uncon- 


fo with the buſineſs ſpoken of; but as in 
cloſe and intimate connexion "therewith ; 
eing, 1. Antecedent, 2, Conducible, 3. Ne- 
eflary thereto. Nor can I better exprels its 
lace, and reference to it, gererally and in 
ne word, than in laying it qualifies for it; 
hich how it doth, will be more proper to | 
onfider hereafter. It may now ſuffice to ſay, | 
hoſe words give us the qualified ſubject of this 
lefſedneſs | 1 in righteouſneſs ], a —_— 
erſon as ſuch. 
| 2. To the Second ;, Taking it for granted, 
that none will underſtand this awaking as op-| 
oled to natural ſleep: In the borrowed or 
ropical ſenſe, it muſt be underſtood to intend | 
ither ſome better ſtate in this life, in compa- 
riſon whereof the Pſalmiſt reckons his preſent 
ble but as a ſleep; or. the future ſtate of 
bicfnet in the other life. There have been 
ome who have underſtood it of the former, 
and thought the Pſalmiſt to ſpeak only of an 
oped freedom from his preſent temporal affli- 
ions ; but then, that which will be imply'd,, 
eems not ſo ſpecious; that trouble and affli- 
Qion ſhould be ſignified by the neceſſarily 
reſuppoſed ſleep, which ſure doth more re-| 
ſemble reſ# than trouble. 
I conceive it leſs exceptionable to refer 
[ awaking ] to the bleſſed ſtate of Saints after 
irhis life, rd That 
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| That Saints, at that time when this was) 
writ, had the knowledg of ſuch a ſtate ( in-| 
deed a Saint not believing a life to come, 1 
a perfe&t contradiftion) no doubt can be made 
by any that. hath ever fo little read and com- 
pared the Old and New-Teftament. We are 
plainly told, that thoſe excellent perſons men; | 
tioned in the famous Roll *, liv'd by that faith,|* Heb.11, 
which was the ſubſtance of things hoped for, an 

the evidence of things not ſeen, That of them,jver. x. 
Abraham, Tſaac, and Facoob, while they lived! %- 
in Canaan, yet ſonght a better, an beavenly; 3 


(Country : Confeſſing themſelves pilgrims ap : = 
(ſtrangers on earth. Weknow it was the mor TA 


general belief of the Fews in our Saviour's! 
_ And whence ſhould they have it, but: 


% 


rom the Old Teſtament? Thither our Sa-jJoh. 5.39. 


_ remits them to ſearch it out, and theiAdts 16. 


way to it. The Apoſtle Saint Paul gives ir|& 6, fo 
as the common faith of the Twelve Tribes,[,,:5,.1, _ 


Grounded upon the promiſe made to their 
orefathers , and thence prudertially he here- 
In ſtates the Cauſe wherein he was: ow en- 
agd ; ſuppoſing it would be generally re- 
ented, that he ſhould be call'd in queſtion: 
or avowing ( only) fo known and received 

truth. Sure they were beholden to theſe 
pacred Writings they had thenamong them, 
or {o common a belief; and fince it is out of}. 
ueſtion, from our Saviour's expreſs words, 
the do contain the ground of that belief; 

hat cauſe have we to be ſo ſhy of ſo in- 
terpreting Scriptures that have a fair aſpe&|: 
that way ? 
Is 


ta NS 
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| | Is it, that we can devile to faſten here and 


there another ſenſe upon divers ſuch? I won- 


er What one Text can be mentioned in alf' 


he Old Teſtament to this purpole, wherein 
ne may not do fo: And what then would 
e the tendency of this courſe, but to deny 
n all the particulars, what, upon ſo clear evi- 
ence, we are 2x the general forced to admit ? 
nd to put Moſes, and Abrabam, and David, 
in a lower Claſs than Pythagoras, and Socra- 
res, and Plato ? 
| And I think it would not be eaſe to find 
ie Text in all that part of the Bible, where 
both the words thereof, and the Context, do 
more fairly comply, than in this, fo as not 
only to admit, but even to invite that In- 
zerpretation. 
| For the term [| awake ]; about which the 
preſent enquiry is, How apt and obvious: is 


natural ſleep, and the holy ſoul's rifing up out 
of the darkneſs and torpor of its preſent 
Rate, into the enlivening light of God's 
preſence? It is truly ſaid ſo to awake, at 
its firſt quitting theſe. darkſome Regions ; 
When it lays aſide its cumberſome hight-vail. 
It doth ſo , more perfetly, in the joyful 
morning of the Reſurre&ion-day, when 
| 


mortality is ſwallowed up in life, and all 
the yet-hovering ſhadows of it are vaniſh- 
ed and fled away. And how known and 
uſual an application this is of the metapho- 
rical terms of ſlzeping and awaking in Holy 


the analogy between our awaking out of 


Writ; I need not tell them who have read{ 
TE TI. | 


i 


Mn. at 


+ 
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the Bible. Nor doth this Interpretation leſs 
fitly accord to the other contents of this 
verſe; For to what ſtate do the ſight of Gods 
Jarib and ſatisfattion with his likeneſs, 10 fully 
lagree, as to that of future bleſſedneſs in the 
ther World. 

But then the contexture of diſcourſe in 
this and the fore-going vetlſe together, ſeems 
lainly to determine us to this ſenſe: For 
what can be more conſpicuous in them, than 


purpoſed compariſon and oppoſition of two | 


ates of Felicity mutually each to other ? 
That of the wicked, whom he- calls men of 
ime (as the words are rendred by * one, 
and do literally ſignifie ) and whoſe portion, 


e tells us, # in this life; and the righteous ng 


e till he ſhould awake, z. e. not till after this 
life. | 
Thirdly, It is further to be enquired, How 
e are here to underjand [| the likeneſs of 
od]. I doubt not but we are to under- 
and þy it, hes glory, And the only diſſicul- 
which it will be neceſſary at preſent to 
onſtder about it, is, Whether we are to take 
t objettively, or ſubjeftively ;, for the glory to 
be repreſented to-the bleſſed ſoul, or the glo- 
y to be »mpreſ# upon it; the glory which ir 
$s to behold, or the glory it ſhall bear. And 


be rl his own; which he expe&ed not to 


hi” 


=nj{m} 
rye, 


e timporgy 
agnin, 


I conceive the difference is more eaſily capa- 


'on either part. 

By [face] is undoubtedly meant obje-| 
etrve glory, and that in its moſt perfe@t re 
bn prelentatio 


| [ble of accommodation, than of a ftrift deciſion} 


A ——— ——_—_— 


— LS ttt 


en : ; I To ſs 7 
) 
z : 
- (Rd 


preſentation ( the face being, as we know 
with men, the chief ſeat of aſpetable Ma- 
jeſty and Beauty). Hence when Moſes de- 
fires to ſee God's glory, though he did 
| vouchiafe ſome diſcovery of it, yet he tells 
him his face cannot be ſeen. Hereupon, 
therefore, the next expreſſion [| thy likeneſs] 
might the more plauſibly be reſtrained to ſub- 
jettive glory, fo as to denote the Image of 
.| God now in its moſt perfe& impreſſion on the 

bleſſed ſoul. cans 

But that I inſiſt not on: Suppoſing 
therefore, that what is ſignified by [. face ]; 
be repeated over again in this word |[_ ike- 
z2eſs |, yet I conceive the expreſſion is not 
varied in vain; but having more to ſay than 
only that he expe&ed a ſtate of future Yon, 
viz. that he aſſured himſelf of ſarfattion too 
another word was thought fit to be uſed that 
might ſignifie alſo ſomewhat that muſt inter- 
vene in order to that ſatisfation. *Tis certain 
the meer obje&tive repreſentation and conſe- 
quent intuition of the moſt excellent ( even 
the Divine ) glory, cannot ſatisfie a ſoul re- 
maining diſafte&ed and unſuitable thereunto. 
It can only fſatisfie, as, being repreſented ; it 
forms the ſoul into the ſame image, and attem- 
pers it to it ſelf, q.d. Iexped hereafter to ſee! 
the bleſſed face of God, and to be my {elf 
blefled or fatisfied by his Glory, at once ap- 
pearing to me, and transfuſing it ſelf upon me. 
In ſhort therefore, I underſtand by that term, 
the glory of God as transforming, or as impreſ- 
ſroe of # ſelf. 1f therefore, Glory the —_ 

| 0 
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bf the Souls Viſion, ſhall by any be thought [ 
o' be intended in it, I contend not; ſup- 
doſing only, that the Objef# be taken not 
aterially, or potentially only, for the thing 
aſtble in_it ſelf conſidered ; but formally, 
and i efſe atuals objects; that is, as now 
attually impreſſmg 'it ſelf, or as connoting 
uch an impreſſion upon the beholding foul z 
or 10 only is it productive of ſuch a plea- 
ure and ſatisfattion to it, as muſt enſue. As 
n this form of ſpeech | ſuch a man takes 
leaſhre in knowledg}, it is evident know- | | 
eds muſt be taken there both obje&ively, 
for the things known 5 and ſubjeltively, for 
the aftual perception of thoſe things; inaſ- 
much as, apparently; both muſt concur - to | 
york him delight. So it will appezr, to any 
One that attentively conſiders it, glory muſt] 
de taken in that paſſage, We rejoyce in _ of om 5: 2: 
the glory of God. *Tis Divine glory both re-| | 
vealed and received; His exhibition and com- 
munication of it, according to his Immer- 
ty-; and our participation of it, according. 
£0 our meaſure, that maſt conrur to our 
eternal fatisfation, Herein the Platonith b 
adage * hath evident truth in it; Pleafuref, 
is here certainly made up of fomething finite; |,;; $6.4 = 
and ſomething - infinite, meeting . together. þ59 :2 ex 
| Tis not ( as the Philofopher ſpeaks) a x#p:5%, |infiniti & 
' [but a'#}ſ»w7!, not any thing ſeparate from c0- 
[the ſoul, but ſomething ir poſſefies; that can —— 
make it happy. *Tis not happy by an in- | 
{communicate happineſs , nor glorious by ati | 
| {ificommunicate glory. Indeed, the — 


ee ws OCEAN” WEE 6 ACS oy - 


EIT Th Bleſſedneſs of the Righteows.. 


<8 
- 


| not import {ſo little as only 70 be a Spelta- 


{tis evident ( as within the lower Region of 


jmity to God moſt inſeparably conjun& 


of ſuch a glory to ar inglorious unholy, 
ſoul, muſt rather torment than ſatisfie. The 
future glory of Saints is therefore called 4 
glory to be revealed in them ( or into them 
as the word ſignifies). And in the forego- 
ing words, the Apoſtle aſſures Chriſt's fel- 
low-{ufferers, that they ſhall be glorified to- 
Sether with him. -Surely the notation of that 
word, the formal notion of glorification, can- 


tor of Glory ;, it muſt ſignifie a being made glo- 
YiOS. 

Nor is the common and true Maxim} 
otherwiſe intelligible, that grace and glory 
differ only in degree. For certainly it could 
never enter into the mind of a ſober man 
( though how dangerouſly ſome ſpeak, that 
might poſſibly have been ſo if too much 
learning had not made them -mad, will be 
animadverted in its place ) , that objeftve 
glory, and grace in Saints, were the ſame| 
ſpecifick ( much leſs the fame numerical )} 
thing. | | 
*Tis true, that Scripture often expreſſes 
the future bleſſedneſs, by viſion of God. But 
where that phraſe is uſed to fignifie it alone, 


Grace, words of knowledg do often imply 
affetion, and correſpondent impreſſions on| 
the ſoul) it muſt be underſtood of affetive 
transformative Viſion, ſuch as hath confor- 


with it. And, that we might underſtand fo 


much, they are ellewhere both expreſly men- 
| tioned 


_—_——— 
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Saints bleſſedneſs; as in thoſe words 1o full 
of clear and rich'fenſe : When he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him : for we ſhall ſee him as 
he ts. 

Which Text I take for a plain Comment 
upon this: and methinks it ſhould not eaſily 
be ſuppoſable, they ſhould both ſpeak ſo near 
the ſame words, and not intend the ſame 
fenſe: You have in both. the ſame ſeaſon, 


( compare the cloſe of the former Chapter 
with the beginning of this); and 7 i riphe 
teouſneſs : The lame Viſion, We (hall ſee him 
as he ts;, 1 ſhall behold his face: The ſame 
Afimilation , We ory be like him, I ſhall be 
ſatisfied with his likeneſs (concerning the x#5%s 
or habitude this Viſien and Aſſimilation mu- 


{xderation had in its place). | 
I therefore conceive neither. of theſe No- 
tions of the Divine likeneſs, do exclude the 
other. If it be enquired, which is principal- 
ly meant? That needs not be determined : 
If the latter, it ſuppoſes the former 3 if the 
former, it infers the latter. Without the firſt, 
the other cannot be; without this other, the 
firſt cannot ſatisfie. Cm 

If any yet diſagree to this interpretation 
of this Text , let them afix the DoGrine 
propounded from it, to that other Jaſt men- 
tioned ( which only hath not the expreſs men- 
{tion of a conſequent fatisfathon, as this hath $ 
| C2 whence 


tioned together, as-joynt-ingredients into 4]: 


Wheiz he ſhall appear, When T ſhall awake : The 
ſame ſubje&, the righteous perſon born of Go 


tually have to one another, there will be con- | 
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hence therefore, as being in this reipect tyt- 
er, my thoughts were pitcht upon this ). 
Only withal let it be conſidered , how 
uch more eafte it is, to #magine another 
enſe, and ſuppoſe it poſſible, than to d:/- 
rove this, or evince it spoſſible. How far 
Yrobable it is, muſt be left to the judgment 
f the indiflerent : With whom it may not 
e inſignificant to add, That thus it hath 
een underſtood by interpreters ( I might 
dventure to ſay the generality ) of all ſorts. 
* Agitur Rlowever the few annexed * ( for I neither 
de veſurre- Epprehend the zeceſſity, nor have the preſent 
&one & \onveniency of alledgins many ) will ſuffice 
Manife= ents ih 810g many « 

fatione |o avoid any imputation of ſingularity or no- 
glorie ca- felt. | 

leftis, Ruf- | 
fin. in loc.| Cum apparuerit gloria tua, i.e. gloria reſurreftionts. Bed. 
Comment.| rm Pſalm. 

How the Jews were wont to underſtand it, may be ſeen 
at one vitw 1n that of Petrys Galatinus in loc. Duo mz Ca- 
pnio me bic per priſcas Judeorum Scripturas eftendere hortaris, & 
generalem mortuorum reſurrettionem futuram eſſe & eam per Meſ- 
fam fattum iri, Primum #taque patet non ſolum per ſacre ſcrip= 
ture teſtimnia verum etiam per Talmudiſtarum dicka, Nam illud 


preſertim REbb3 Abraham Aven Ezra & Rabbi Solomo, &c, And 
ſo he gogs on to recite their words, De Arcanis Catholice 
Veritatis, 

Opponit Þec., iis que de impirs dixerat. THi Sapiunt terrena Sa. 
turantur filgis, &» portionem ſuam in bac vita ponunt, mihi vero 


contempta hec vita; ad futuram feſting, ubi non in divitiis, 
ſed in juſfztia videbo, non terrena bac tranſitura, ſed iplam fa- 


ciem tuamy| nec ſaturabor in filits carnis ſed cum evigilavero tua 
fimilituding, ſicut. 1 Joh. 3, 2.——Cci parutrit, &ce Luth. in 


eſurgam & MOYtlis————videbo te prrfertifſums ſicut es, 


'Simila ero $b6 Jans & Tremel, in Pal, 17. wy 
Mollerus 


quidem Plal. 17. diftum Ego in juſtitia — e&c. fic exponunt, & | 


h_ 


L/ 
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Mollerus thinks it ought not to be reſtrained t$ life eter- 
nal, but faith, ſome underſtand it of the glory, qb4 ornabin- 
tar piz in vita eterna, And adds, —— & quidem nhn male. Tn 

mn Fg0 VErO CO OMRES CLETT tut———pie & juſte fotui 
hoc ſeculo, ut aliquando #n futuro ſeculo videamus fact 
£4 ſactemur cum (c. a pulvere terre evigilauerimys 


tuam, tp 
reformats 


furrimus ad ſimilitudinem Chrifii tui, Seb. Munſter. 1 notis in 
loc. 
m—_—C, eo 4 imginen tum conditys reſurrexero. | Patablus 


( though he adds, alii ad reſurreftionem non referunt ) | 
a— Dt future vite felicitate ait (atiabor quum expergiſcar, 1. e; 
quum reſurgam 6 mortus — Similitudine tua, hoc eff videbo te 
perfeftiſſeme, ſicuti 2s 3 & Similts ero tibi quam patefatitns Chriſtus 
glorioſo adventu ſun, 1 Joh. g. 2- Fabrit. Conc. in Pſall 19. ulr. 
Deſcribit his verbis Pſalmographus beatitudinem eternan filiorum , 


Dt, *Geſnerus in loc. 
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CHAP. UI. 

A ſummary Propoſal of the Dodrine 
contained in this Scripture, A di- 
ſtribution of it into three _ 
Heads of Diſcourſe, viz. [he 
qualified Subject, 2. The ; © Tat 
3- The Seaſon of the Bleſſedneſs 
here ſpoken of. The firſt of theſe 
taken into conſideration , where the 
qualification | Righteouſnel 3 * 
treated of. About which 3s ſhewn, 
T. What it is. 2. How it quali- 


fies. 


bes the foregoing ſenſe of the words 
being ſuppoſed, it appears that the 


roper Argument of this Scripture is, The 
leſſedneſs of the Righteou in the other life, con- 
iſting in the viſion and participation of the Di- 
ine glory, with the ſatisfattion that reſulteth 
hence. 

In which ſummary account of the DoQrine 
exe contained, Three general Heads of Di- 
courſe offer themſelves to our view. 

Subje& | 
The Nature > of this Blefſednels. 
' .CSecafon ) | 


Or, 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous. : 


; 


1 


and when it ſhall be enjoyed. 


| Firſt then, we begin with the conſtderati- 
on of the ſubjet, unto whom this bleſſed- 
neſs appertains. And we find it expreſt in the 


eſs], which amounts to as much as e£ 
righteous perſon as ſuch. They repreſent to 
s$ the fubje& of this Blefſedneſs in its pro- 


the preſent Diſcourſe ; And about which, two | 
things are to. be enquired ; 


r to whom it belongs, wherein it conſiſts, 


ext, in thele only words | 7; in righteouſ- | 


vs FW OY II 


ea 65s 


er qualifications: Wherein, our buſineſs is 
0 conſider his qualification [ Righteouſneſs), | 
nder which notion only he is concerned in | 


What it imports; | 
How it qualifies. , 
| 


Firſt, What it imports, I take Righteouſ- | 


neſs here to be oppoſed to Wickedneſs in the 


{foregoing verſe ( as was intimated before ) 1 
and fo underſtand it in an equal latitude, not 
of particular, but of wniverſal righteouſneſs : * 
[That is, not that particular Virtue which en- ! 


! 


: 


(clines men to give every one their right (unleſs | 
fin that every oze, you would include allo the | 


[equity towards men, but piety towards God 


bleſſed God himſelf, the Soveraign common | 


heart and life, comprehending not only 


ad 


allo. A conformity to the Law in general, in 


C 4 wWick- 


Lord of all) but an univerſal reQitude of | 


its atmoſt extent, adequately oppoſite to 52 Job. 
[( which is indeed of larger extent than; 


The Bleſfedneſs of the Righteome. | 


Luk. rt. | 
$6 


wickedneſs ; and in what dijterent 
R #ghteouſneſs is commenſurate to the one and 
the other, we ſhall fee by and by) as that 
is, generally, ſaid to be «viz, a tranſgreſſions 


of the Law. | 


other Virtues, is not unknown. But in 
Scripture it is 'its much more ordinary ac- 
ceptation. To give inſtances, were to ſup- 


| poſe too much ignorance in the Reader ; 


and to enumerate the paſſages in which this 
term is taken in that extenſive ſenſe, were 
too great an unneceſſary burden to the Wri- 
ter. It were indee 


- 


notion of it, to the whole Law of God, that 


ſaid of Zacharias and Elizabeth, that they 
were both righteous before God, walking iz 
all the commandments an 
Lord blameleſ:. Rn 
' *Tis true indeed, that when the words 
godlineſs or holineſs are in conjunction with 
this term , its fſignificancy ' is divided and 
ſtared with them, 1o as that they ſignifie, in 
that caſe, conformity to the. will of God. in the 
duties of the firſ# Table, and this is confi- 
ned to thoſe of 'the ſecond : Otherwile, be- 
ing put alone, it ſignifies the whole duty of 
9947, as the other expreſſions alſo do ae ans 


relpecls 


| t d to tranſcribe a great part | 
of the Bible. How familiar is the oppoſition | 
| of r:ghreouws and wicked, and righteous and | 


Among Moraliſts, ſuch a comprehenſive} 
Notion of Righteouſneſs as is incluſive of all 


ſinner, in ſacred Language ! And hoy fully | 
co-extent righteouſneſs is, in the Scripture- | 
; 


z 


q 


bp 


m 


one paſſage ſufficiently diſcovers; where *tis | 


' 


d ordinances of the | 


—Tame caſe, eſpecially the later of them. 


|ſtrange, that all the requiſites to our Salvati- 


The Bleſſednefs \ of the Righteons. 


As it ſeems not to be within the preſent 
deſign of the Context to take notice of any 
zmputed wickedneſs of the oppofite fort of 
perſons, other than what was really in them, 
and - whereby they might be fitly chara&e- 
rized: fo, I conceive, that imputed righteouſ* 
ne{s is not here meant, that is inherent in the 
perſon 'of the Mediator 5 but that which is 
truly ſubje&ed in a Child of God, and de- 
{criptive of him. Nor. muſt any think it 


'0N, are not found together in one. Text of 
Scripture. The Righteouſneſs of Him, whom 
(we are to adore as made ſ# for us, that we 
— be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him; hath a much higher ſphere peculiar and 
appropriate to it ſelf. This of which we now 
oo in its own inferior and ſubordinate place, 
ns neceſſary alfo to be ( both had and ) un- 
Gerfngd ' . 


| It muſt be underſtood by viewing it in its 
Rule, in conformity whereto it ſtands 5 which 
muſt needs be fome Law of God, There hath 
been a twofold Law given by God to Mankind, 
as the meaſure of an 4nzwer/alRighteouſneſs, the 
þne made for :7nocent;the other for lapſed man 3 
rhich are diſtinguiſhed by the Apoſtle under 
he names ofthe Zawof works, and the Law o 
aith. It can never be poſhidle, that any of th 
poſtate ſons of Adam ſhould be denominate 
ighteous by the former of theſe Laws, th 
ishteoulnefs thereof: conſiſting in a perfe 
ad finleſs obedience, "20: RY 
Eu .Thg 


RO. Ze 2Fs 


&. 
_ 
| 


f be Bleſjedne G of the R ighteous, 


"The latter therefore is the only meaſure 
and rule of this Righteouſneſs, v/z. the Law 
| 'of Faith; or that part of the Goſpel-reve- 
Jation which contains and diſcovers our du- 
ty, what we are to be and do in order to 
our Blefſedneſs ; bein ng, as to the matter of 
It, the whole Moral Faw, before appertaining ! 
to the Covenant of Works, attempered to ! 
he ſtate of faln ſinners, by Evangelical miti- | 
ations and indulgence, by the ſuper-added 
recepts of Repentance and Faith in a Medi- 
tor, with all the other duty reſpeQing the | 

ediator, as ſuch; and cloathed with anew | 
form as it is zow taken into the conſtitution > 
bf the Covenant of Grace. ' 
This Rule, though. it be in the whole of | 


Dn, 4s being the ſtanding obliging Law of Chriſt's | 
Mediatory Kingdom, yet according to the dif- | | 
ferent matter of it, ,its obligations and annexed ! 
lanRions are different. ' 
{ Asto its matter, it muſt be underſtood to | 
require 
I. The meer being and fincerity of thoſe | 
pracious principles, with their eſſential Ads | | 
{ as there is opportunity ) expreſſed therein, | 
[ oppoſition to the nullity and infincerity of | 
them, 
f 2. All the poſſible degrees and improve- 
ments of ſuch Principles and Acts, in oppo- 
fition to any the leaſt failure or defeft. 17 
The former reſpe&, it meaſures the very efſence 
of this Thy Ws" and enjoins what con- 
a the being of the righteous man as a 
A 


it capable of coming under one common Noti- | 


tions, where they have a mutable foundation, 
dmit), enjoining what concerns the perfe- 


tion of the righteous man. Jn the former 
reſpett, Righteouſneſs is oppoſed to Wickedneſs, 
s in that of the Pſalmiſf, I have kept the ways 
of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed 
rom my God---therefore hath the Lord recom- 
enced me according to my righteouſneſs, In 
he latter to ſz, with which the Apoſtle makes 
unrighteouſneſs co-extent, in theſe words, If 
we ſay we have no fin, we deceive our ſelves, &c. 
F we confeſs our ſins, he #s fauthful and juſ 


zo forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us fron 


- 


I unrighteouſneſs. 


Accordingly are its ſanftions divers. For 

herein it enjoins the former of theſe, rhe 
eſſence of this righteouſneſs, in oppolition to a 
itotal abſence thereof, it is conſtitutive of the 
terms of ſalvation, and obligeth under the pe- 
malty of. eternal death. So are faith, repent- 
ance, love, ſubjettion,&c. required : If ye be- 
bieve not that I am he, ye ſhall dye in your 
ens. He that believeth not, 1s condemned alrea- 
dy.—— The wrath of God abideth on him. 
| If ye repent not, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
Repent , that your ſins may be blotted ont. 
| Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour to pive repentance and remiſſion of 


Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maran atha. He 


ins. If any man love not the Lord Feſusl 


Pla.18.21: 


» Cle 24» 


i 


pp 


| 
Joh. 8.24. 
C, 3.18.36. 


Lu.13.3, 5s 
Ad. 3.19, 
C. 5+ 3Þo 


x Cor. 16, 
22. 
Matt. 10. 


hat loveth Father or Mother more than me, ts not 
orthy of me, &c. If any man come to me, an 
+ 5%" Rebar bar aanles: [I LEE EN pics 


2 


= | 
u. 14-26, | 
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hate not his father and mother, and wife and 
children, and brethren and ſiſters, yea, and his 
own life alſo ( that is, as the former Scrip- 
ture expounds this, loves them not leſs than 
9e ), he cannot be my Diſciple (4. e. while he 
remains in that temper of mind he now is 
of, he muſt needs be wholly unrelated unto 
me, and uncapable of benefit by me, as well 
as he is indocible, and not ſuſceptible of my 
further inftru&ions, neither capable of the 
precepts or priviledges belonging to Ditci- 
pleſhip ). He « the authar of eternal ſalvation 
to all them that obey him, and will come in 
flaming fire t6 take vengeance of thoſe that 
know 7i0t God , and obey not his Goſpel ;, who 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruftion fron: 
the preſence of the Lord, &c. Where it is only 
the ſincerity of thoſe ſeveral requiſites, that 
is under ſo ſevere penalty exafted and cal- 
fed for ; inaſmuch as he that is ſincerely a 
Believer, a Penitent, alover of God or Chriſt, 
an obedient SubjeR, is not capable of the con- 
trary denomination, and therefore-not liable, 
according to the tenor of this Law, to be 
puniſhed as an Infidel, an impenitent perſon, an 
Enemy, a Rebel. 

When it enjoins the latter, vzz. all the ſub- 
Tequent duty, through the whole courſe 
whereof the already ſincere ſoul muſt be ten- 
ding towards perfeRion ; though it bind not 
thereto under pain of damnation, further 
than as ſuch negleAs and miſcarriages, may 
be ſo groſs and continued, as not to conſiſt 
with ſincerity : Yet ſuch injuntions are 

not 
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_— 


not wholly ' without penalty z but here it 
bliges, under lefs penalties, the hiding of 
Gods face, and other paternal feverities and 
aſtigations. They that thus only offend, are 
baſkined of the Lord, tbat they may not be 
ondemned with the world. Their iniquity 15 vVi- 
ted with the rod, and their tranuſgreſſion with 
ſtripes, though loving-khindneſs be not taken 
way—— Yea, and while they axe ſhort of 


e& alſo, which is to be acknowledged a 
ery grievous penalty , but unconceivably 
ort of what befalls them that are ſmply un-. 
mghteous. That it obliges thus: diverily ,. is: 
vident ; for it. doth not adjudg unto eters 
al death without remedy, for the. leaſt de- 
e&; for then what other Law ſhould relieve 
Sainſt the ſentence of this? or wherein were: 
his a relieving Law? Yet doth it. require 
erfeion, that weperfett holineſs in the fear 
f God; that we be perfett as our Father in hea:. 


o other duty than what it makes ſimply ne- 


iages that conſiſt with ſincerity, were nq fins, | 


at firſt belong to the former, ſo it doth now 


erte& holineſs, their bleſſedneſs_ is imper= | 


} 


en is perfett, And otherwiſe, did it bind-ta} 
effary to ſalvation; the defe&s and_miſcar-} 


ot being provided againſt by any Law that| 
is of preſent obligation ( unleſs we will haye[ 
. ſthe Law of Nature to ſtand by it {elf as a di-|. 
ſtint Law, both from that of Works , and of]. 
Grace; which. is not neceſſary ;_ but as it did} 


bf 
> Cor. 7.17 
Mat. 5s 


to the latter, as ſhall further be ſhewn by and 
by ). For to ſuppoſe the Law of Works in it 


. *s 


own proper form and tenor, to_ be fill obliq* 
| ging 


Z bh 


/ 


Sing, is to ſuppoſe all under hopeleſs condem- 
nation, inaſmuch as all have ſinned. And be- 
fides, it ſhould oblige to caſt off all regard to 
Chriſt, and to ſees bleſſedneſs without him z 
yea , and it ſhould oblige to a natural ims|.. 
ipoſſibility, to a contradiction, to make that 
not to have been, which hath been; a ſin-| 
ner to ſeek happineſs by never having ſinned. 
t cannot therefore intirely, in its own form, 

it was at firſt made and laid upon man, be 
f preſent and continuing obligation to him. 
ut in what *part and reſpect it is, or is not, 
omes now more diſtinatly to be ſhewn. 
ere know, the Law of Nature, with fit Ad- 
itionals, became one formed Conſtitution 3 
hich being violated by the Apoſtaſie, be- 
ame unuſeful to the End it was made- for, 
he containing of man within the bounds of 
uch duty as ſhould be conjun& with his 
lefſedneſs. Therefore was the new Conſtitu- 
ton of the Law of Grace made and ſetled, 
hich alters, adds to, takes from it, relaxes, 
r re-enforces it,. according as the matter of 
t, the exigency of man's caſe, and God's gra- 
tous. purpoſe and defign could admit, and 
id require. 

For the promiſe ( imply*d in the Threat- 
ping) it ceaſed ſin having difobliged the Pro- | 
miſer. 

; For the Precept. The expreſſed poſitive part 

plainly abrogate *. For the natural part : 
it was not neceſſary, ſo nor was it poſſible it 

ould be fo ; its foundations being more ſtable 


than Heaven and Earth. 


Fox 


For the Commination, we muſt underſtand 
two things in it : Firſt, That for every tranſ- 
- | grelſion, a proportionable puniſhment muſt be- 
come due. Secondly, That this debt be in e- 
vent exacted : or, that God do aRually inflict 
the deſerved penalty entirely and fully upon the 
offending perſon. 

The former of theſe is in the ftrifteſt and 
moſt proper ſenſe natural, and therefore alſo 
unalterable. This duneſfs ariſing immediate- 
Iy-from the relation of a Realonable crea- 
ture offending, to his Maker. Whence alſo 
it is diſcernable to meer natural light. Pa- 
ans are ſaid (Roz, 1. 32.) to have known the 
ighteous judgment of God, that they who com- 

it ſuch things ( as are there mention*d ) are 
yorthy of death, And hence was the mention 
nd dread of a Nemeſis, and an E#dntoy opp 
( a vinditive Deity, and a revengeful eye 
over them) ſo frequent with them. © If 
i therefore (as the Learned Grotiues ſpeaks ) 
F© there had never been a penal Law ;, yet an 
© human a, having in it ſelf a pravity, 
« whether intrinſecal, from the immutable 
f< nature of the thing; or even extrinſecal, 
« from the contrary command of God, had 
F© deſerved puniſhment, and that very grievous. 
Now what an arbitrary Conſtitution did not 
create, it could not nullifie ; but might add 
ſtrength, and give a confirmation to it. 


bh 


entirel and fully exatted of the ſinner himſelf ; 


Reins that be allo natural, yet not. in the 


tricteſt and moſt proper ſenſe, 5, e, It is con- |- 


; venient 
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' But now for the latter, That this debt be | 


De Satisfy 
ape Zo 


Av 
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venient and agreeable to the nature of the 
thing ; not what it doth ſo neceffarily re- 
quire, that it can upon no terms be diſpens'd 
ith. Itis ſo natural, as that the Son inherit 
om his Father, which yet may, ſometimes, 
or juſt cauſes be ordered otherwiſe. It is 
hat, if it were done, Juſtice could not but 
approve: not what it doth ſtrialy and in- 
diſpenfably require. Or, is a debt which it 
might exaR, but which may , without inju- 
Nice, upon valuable conſiderations be remit- 
ted. The former of theſe, therefore, the new- 
Conſtitution doth no way infringe or weaken 
but confirm and reinforce. The latter it ſo far 
diſpenſes with, as that, for. the fatisfaQion 
made by the Redeemer, the debt incurred by 
ſin, be remitted to the ſinner that truly re- 
pents and believes, and continues fincerely' 
( though imperfeQly ) to obey for the future. 
So that his after-delinquencies , conſiſting 
with ſuch ſincerity, do not aQually, or in 
event, ſubje& him to other penalties; than 
the paternal rebukes and chaſtenings before- 
mentioned. But this latter part conſiderable 
in the Commination, The determination of the | 
full penalty,to the very perſon of the tranſgreſſor * 
It doth not diſpente with to others ( ze. of 
the adult, and of perſons in a preſent natu- 
ral poſſibility of underſtanding the Law-gi- 
ver*s pleaſure herein  ) than ſuch before de- 
{cribed ; but ſays expreſly, He that believerh 
oh. 3.36. 729 the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath o 
om, 2, | God abideth on him : That hy 4 an 
8,9 |wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, | 


all: be port; 
every 


F 


'F 
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Foy ſoul of man that doth evil. — 
herefore the morally-precepfive part © 
the Law of Works, is not in force 4s mar” 


promiſe -. "That is, it doth not now ſay tg 


our ever having ſinned ) that tho mayeſt live. 
( Both which- he was obliged - to eye con4 
junaly ; the former, as containing the Rule; 
the other the Ed, in part, of his obedience); 
But -it is in force ( even by the new Conſti- 
tution it ſelf) as God's Rule of Fudgmen 
( conſidered 17 conjunttion with the Commina:- 


ri07 ) upon all whom the Law of Grace re-| 


of. it z .whom alſo this ſupervening Law 
brings under -a ſupervening aggravated coft 
demnation. For where the obligation to obe'4 


ment. naturally takes place. - We ſee then how 
far the Law of Works is in force,” and how fat 
not. ' | | FO os 
But that ſo far as it is in force, 'it is to be 
looked on as taken into the New Conftitutior 
of the Law of Grace, is evident. For it is 
fnew modif'd, and hath received a new mould 
and ſtamp by this Law: Which is now be 
come ( 1o far asit is promulgate) the ſtanding 
{Rule of Government over the lapſed World} 
| The principal modifying a& herein, is D:/ 
 penſation. Now this, *tis true, may be ſo un 
derſtood, or may be taken in ſuch a ſenſe, 
| wherein it: will only belong to the executivj 
{ part of Government + that is, when it is ria 


} D Tas 


rule of duty, conſidered in coxjunttion with the 


any Man, Do this (4.6, petfedtly obey with- | 


lieves not, as not coming up to the terms 


dience is violated, the obligation to puniſhJ 


os £4. - fy Ab 3 i dures. 
d : Cf 
. py 
J 
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he a& of the ſame. Power that made the 
Law: As where only the execution of a 
deſerved penalty is difpens'd with, which 
pmay be done, in {ome cafes, by a Juds, that: 
#þs only a Miniſter of the Law, and not the 
Maker of it; being ( as may be ſuppoſed ). 
jenabled thereto by that Law it ſelf, or by an; 
tAuthority annexed to his Officez or by vir- 
Itue of inſtructions, which leave to him ſome' 
latitude of managing the Aﬀairs of his Ju+ 
iCicature in a delcretionary way, as preſent 
loccaſions ſhall diate. And yet by none of 
Itheſe would any change be made in the Law ; 
but this is Diſpenſation in a leſs proper 
:Yenſe. Or | 
In the proper and more famous ſenſe , Di-! 
Hpenſation belongs to the Legiſlative part of 
Goyernment, being the a& of the ſame Pow- 
er that made the former Law, now diſpens'd; 
with; and an a& of the ſame kind, viz. Le= 
tsiſlation; . the making of a new Law that 
| alters the former which it hath relation to : 
{Whence it was wont to be reckon'd among 
vid. cy. [thoſe things that make a change in a Law *. 
4 de Le-fAnd ſo the cafe is here: The former Law, 
1bus. 1s diſpens'd with by the making of a new” 
one; which 1ſo alters and changes it in its! 
atter and frame, and more immediate End, as! 
hath been ſhewn; And a changed Law is not; 
the ſame. | 1 
Nor is it at all ſtrange, that the minatory* 
part of the Law of Works related to the 
preceptive, 10 as with it to conſtitute the; 
debt of puniſhment, ſhould be now won ; 
| ney 
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and reducing them to a juſt and uſeful de- 


his merciful hand and vouchſafement 3 and the 


rendring them hereby capable of his follow- 


other ſuch ſeverities, are” as proper and ule- 


ul a part of the Chyrurgeon's bulineſs, as; 
the applying of healing Medicines: Nor| 


have they the ſame defign and end for which 
= are inflited by an Enemy, the ta- 
ki 


: applications, Cutting or lancing, _ 


ns away of life, but the faving of it. * And] 


he matter is out of doubt, that the moſt ri- 

orous determination. of 'the penalty that 
ſhall be underſtood duly belonging to the leaſt 
7m, hath a place, and doth ſtand viſibly ex- 
tant to view in the publickly avow'd De- 
ſeri and amons the Platita or Decretals 
of-the Redeemer. We there read, that who- 
ſoever ſhall ſay to his - brother , fool, ſhall 
be in danger of hell fire ( yea, and thatlower 
degrees. of the ſame kind of fin, do expoſe 
to lower degrees of the ſame kind of pun- 
iſhment, as our Saviour's -words muſt be un- 
erſtood, if we attend the plain meaning of 


Mats. 229 


are of the works of the Law, are under the curſe : 
or it 1s written, Curſed us every. one that con- 
1240ueth not in all things written in the book. 


D 2 
pay <OPTM 


his, allufive and borrowed. phraſe of ſpeech ).} 
That the wages of ſin ts death, That as many as|Ro, 


— 
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| Ver. 22, 


4 


the law to do them, And we are told, that che 
-Scripture ' ( which is the word of Chriſt, | 


- and. was Written not for innocent, but lap- 


ſed man) hath concluded all under ſin. Where 
alſo we find what is the true intent and end 
of this rough and ſharp dealing with men, 
The ſhutting them up, like ſentenced Ma- 


| lefaors, as in order to execution ( which 


ſeems to be the import of the word here 
uſed * ) viz. that the promiſe by faith of Fe- 
ſus (hriſt might be given to them that believe 
( or to them believing, as the words may be 
read ). And moreover the Spirit , which 
breathes not in the Law of Works, as ſuch, 
but in the Law of Grace, performs that ope- 
ration which belongs to it, as it hath the name 
of the Spirit of Bondage, by applying and 
binding on the ſentence of death, asdue to the 
Suilty perſon. 

Therefore we muſt underſtand the Redeem- 
er*'s Conſtitution to have two parts: 1. An 
- aſſertion and eſtabliſhment of the ancient 
determined penalty due for every tranſgref- 
fion; and to be certainly inflited on all tuch 
as accept not the following offer of Mercy 
upon the terms preſcribed. Whereby the | 
Honour and Juſtice of the Creator is ſalved 
and vindicated, in reference to that firſt Co- 
 venant made with man. And the caſe of the 
ſinner is plainly ſtated before him, that he 
may have a diſtin& and right apprehenſion 
of it. 2. The Grant of Pardon and eternal 
life to thoſe that repent unfeignedly of their 
fins, and tura to God believing in the Me- 
BG diator, 
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iator, and reſigning themſelves to his Grace 
nd Government, to be by him conducted, | 
and made acceptable to God in their return, 
and that continue ſincere herein to the end.” 
Whereby the wonderful mercy 6f God in 
hriſt is demonſtrated, and the Remedy is | 
rovided and aſcertained to the, otherwiſe, - 
oft and hopelels ſinner. | 
And theſe two parts therefore are to be 
ookt 'on in” this Conſtitution , though di- 
intly, yet not ſeparately. The ſinner is, 
at once to conſider the ſame penalty as na- 
turally, and by divine ſanQion, due to him 
but now graciouſly fo be remitted : The | 
lame blefſedneſs as juſtly loſt, but mercifully 
to be reſtored, with an high improvement. | 
And to own both theſe jointly, as the voice 
df the Redeemer in his Goſpel. Death is due. 
o thee; Blefſedneſs forfeited by thy having 
ſinned : But if thou fincerely repent, believe | 
and obey for the future,thoy art pardoned,and 
entitled to everlaſting life. | 

It therefore now appears, that as the Law 
or diftates of pure Nature, comprehended 
together with other fit additionals, became' 
at firſt one entire Conſtitution aptly ſuted: 
o the government of man in his innocent 
ſtate, unto which the Title did well agree 
of the Law or (ovenant of Works : So the ſame| 
natural diftates, tranſcribed and made ex-| 
preſs ( becauſe now ſullied, and not fo legi- 
ble in the corrupted nature of man ), do 
with ſuch allays and additions as the cale re3 
quired, compole and make up the Conſti4 
| D 3 __, tunion 


as bf 
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tution which bears the title of the Law or | 
Covenart of Grace, or: the 'Law of Faith, or 
the Goſpel ofs (rift, and is only futable to the. 
Nate of man lapſed and faln; as the meaſure 
'of that rigftteouſneſs which he is now to aim 
at, and alpire unto. - EE 30s | 

' The rule of. this Righteouſneſs therefore 
being evidently the Law of Faith, the Golpel- 
revelation, wherein it is'preceptiye of duty : 
This Righteouſneſs can be underſtood to be 
nothing but the impreſs of the Goſpel upon 
a man's heart and life. A conformity in Spt- 
rit and Pratice to the” Revelation of the 
Will of God. in Jeſus Chriſt; a colleQion of 
Graces exerting themſelves in futable ations 
and deportments towards God and man; 
Chriſt formed in the ſoul, or pat on; the! 
zew creature in its being and operations; the, 
truth learned as it is in Feſms, to the putting off | 
1ghe old man, and the putting on the new. 

_ More diſtintly,, we may yet fee wherein 
[ it lies, upon a premiſed view of ſome few 
| things neceſſary to be foreknown in order 
thereunto. : As, | 4 
| That this righteouſneſs is a renewing righte- 
eu/neſs, or the righteouſneſs of one formerly 
a ſinner, a lapſed: periſhing wretch , who is 
by it reſtored into fuch a ſtate towards God, 
as he was in before that lapſe (in reſpe&t of 
certain great eſſentials, though as yet his ſtate 
be not 1o perfetly good, while he is in his| 
zendency and motion 3 And ſhall, by certain| 
#dditionals, be unſpeakably better, when. he 

{hath attained the end and reſt he is tending 
£0 ). | That 


—_— 
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That a reaſonable Creature, yet untainted 
vith ſin, could not but have a temper of 
mind ſutable to ſuch apprehenſions as thele, 
viz, Thatasit was not the Author of being 
to it ſelf, ſo it ought not principally to ſtu 
 }dythe pleaſing and ſerving of it ſelf, but Him 
who gave it being; that it can no more conti=- 
nue and perfect it ſelf unto bleſſedneſs, thang. 
it could create.it ſelf; and can therefore have; 
no expectation hereof, but from the ſame Au-. 
thor of its being; and: hence, that it muſt re- 
ſpe& and eye the great God, its Creator and} 
Maker : asz | 
| | | 
Soveraign Authority whom it was 
Thed fo fear and obey. 
Soveraign Good whom it was t@ 
love and enjoy. I 
But becauſe it can perform no duty to him) 
without knowing what he will have it to doz | 
nor have any -particular expeation of fa-; 
vours from him, without knowing what he; 
will pleaſe to beſiow; and is therefore obli-! 
ed to attend to the revelations of his Will 
concerning both thele : It is therefore neceſ(-] 
ſary, that he eye him under a notion intro- 
duQive and ſubſervient to all the operati-| 
ons that are to be exerted towards hiny, un-] 
der the two former notionsz 4.e. as the Erer-| 
gral never-failing Truth, ſafely to be depended] 
©n, as intending nothing of deceit in any the| 
| Kappa whether of his righteous Will, con4 
cerning matter of duty to be done; or of hi 
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: 500d Will, concerning matter of bentfi to be ex. 
pected and enjoyned. A 

That' Man did apoſtatize and revolt from! 
God, as conlidered under thele ſeveral noti- 
ons; and returns to him, when an holy reai- 
tude is recovered, and he again becomes rigttte-| 
ous, confidered- under the ſame- 

That it was not agreeable to God's Wil 
dom, Truth, and Legal Juſtice, to treat with: 
Man a Sinner in order to: his recovery, but 
through a Mediator 5, and that therefore he 

(43 pleaſed. in wonderful mercy to conſtitute 
and appoint his own Son Jeſus Chriſt, :Gad- 
man, unto that Office and Undertaking : , that |* 
through him, man might return and be re- 
[- onciled co himſelf, whom he cauleleſly.for- 
F pok ; deſigning [that he ſhall now become 

fo affected tow:-ds himſelf, through the Me- 
Liator 3 and firſtly therefore towards the Me- 
Jiator's own Perſon, as he was before, and | 
ought to hare been towards himſelf immedi- 
ately. | 
Therefore, 7% Ros God was erable 
in relation to Man, both in his Innocency and | 
| Apoſtacy, -under that fore-mentioned- two- 
; [fo'd notion of the ſopream Authority. 
. Goodneſs: | 

Te hath al ſer up and exalted our Lord Je- 
lus Chriſt, and repreſented him to finners under | 

p anſiverable two-fold notion of a 5 Prince f 

(- Saviour. 1 

,f. A Mediating Frince and Saviour to pive) 
| xepentarce firſt; to bow and ſtoop the hearts) 
: pf pert, ard ray e them ta a ſubject po-. 
1 F | ſure ; 


>” 


I 
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j/ [tore them to favour, and ſave them from the 
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| fture again, and then by remiſſion of fins to re- 


wrath to come. Him hath the Father clott'd | 
with his own Authority , and filld with his 
Grace; requiring ſinners to ſubmit themſelves 
to his ruling power, and commit themſelves to 
his ſaving mercy; now both lodg'd in this his ' 
Son: To pay him immediately all homage | 
{and obedience, and through him alt:mately to} 
himſelf ; from him #mediately to expett fal- | 
vation and bleſſedneſs, and through him wt: | 
mately from'himſelf. 

That whereas the ſpirits of men are not. 
ito be wrought to this temper, but by the in- 
tervention -of a diſcovery and revelation of 
[the Divine will to-this purpoſe; Our Lord 
[Jeſus Chriſt is further *appointed by the Fa-' 
{ther to reveal all this his * counſel to ſinners : | 
nd is eminently ſpoken of in Scripture up- 
jon: this - account, under: the notion of the 
| [Truth ; in which capacity he more effeQually 
recommends to ſinners both his authority 
and his grace. ' So that his threefold (fo much 
6 bi > 516 Wings * 
(celebrated) Office of + Prieſt, { 
| : | | Prophet, 

C the diſtin&t parts of his general Office as 
Mediator ) which he manages in order to 
{the reducement of loſt finners,  exa&tly cor- 
reſpond ' ( if you conſider the more eminent 
acts and properties of each Office ) to that | 
threefold notion under which the Spirit of 
[Man muſt always have eyed and been acted | 
towards God, had he never fallen ; and hence. Þ 


| 
| 
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'this righteouſneſs, which confiſts in confor=] 
mity to the Goſpel, is the former righteouſ- | | 
nels, which was loſt, with-ſuch an acceſſion 
as is neceſſary, upon conſideration that it was 
Toft, and was only to be recovered by a Me- 
Ciator. | | 

Therefore you may now take this ſhort, and 

compendious an account as I can give of it, 
in what follows. | 
| It includes fo firm and. underſtanding at 
bafſent to the truth of the whole Goſpel-Reve- 
lation, as that the ſoul is thereby brought, , | 
through the power of the Holy Ghoſt, ten- 
fibly to apprehend its former 4d:/obedience to. 
God, and difance from him, the reaſonable: 
neſs of ſubjettion to him, and deſirableneſs of | 
-bleſſedneſs inhim; the neceſſity of a Redeemer 
to reconcile and recover it to God; the ac- 
compliſhments and deſignation- of the Lord 
Felus Chriſt to that purpoſe : And hence, 
a penitent and complacential retyru to God, 
as the ſapreaw Authority, and ſoveraign Good, 
an. humble and joyful acceptance of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as its Prince and Saviour, with 
(/#bmiſſion to his Aathority, and reliance on his! 
Grace ( the exerciſe of both which are found- 
£d in his blood ), looking and pitching up- 
on him, as the only wedixm, through which 
he and his duties can pleaſe God, or God 
and his Mercies approach him ; and through 
which he hath the confidence to venture 
[upon a Covenant-acceptance of God, and 
furrender of himſelf to him, afterward 
/purlued to his uttermoſtz by a continaed 
; | | courſe 
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dience to him, and communion, with. hint 
hrough the Mediator, always, while he is-paſ- 
ſing the te of his pilgrimage 2 this world, 
groaning under remaining fin, and prefling 
after perfe& holineſs; with an earneſt expe--/ 
ation: (animating him to a. perſevering pa- 
tience through all difficulties) of a bleſſed, 
eternity z2 the other world. 2 | 
 ' That fuch a ' conformity to the Goſpel 
ould be exprefſed by the name of R:ghteouſ- 
-eſ5, cannot ſeem ſtrange to ſuch as acquaint; 
{themſelves with the language of the SCripture., 
That gracious frame which the Goſpel (made 
ffetual ) impreſſes upon the ſoul, is the Kizg- 
idow of God, in the paſſive notion of it, his 
Kingdom received, and now adually come with 
power upon our ſpirits. And this Kingdons 
( ſometimes alſo by-an apt Synecdoche called, 
\7ndgment in the ſame notion) is ſaid to con- 
(fiſt in r:ghteouſneſs 5 whence then reſult alſo, 


zentioned by the Apoſtle under the name of? 
ruits of righteouſneſs, wherewith he prays his 
hilippians might be filled. It was Elymas's, 
oppoſition to the Goſpel, that ſtigmatized him: 
with that brand, Thou enemy of all r:ghte- 
ouſneſs. Fo yield our ſelves ſervants to righ-| 
zeouſneſs, in oppoſition to a former ſervitude] 


Fourſe of living in: his fear and love, in obe= | 


eace and Jy znthe Holy Ghoſt. The ſame ho iy Rom. 64 | 
preſſions and confequent operations. areft7, 


Phil, 1.15; 


to ſin, is obeying from the heart the Doftrine 
of the Goſpel, tothe type or mould whereof| 
we have been caſt or delxvered, And lure, both} 
_ {the /eal- and the impreſſion, God's revelation), 
] | x | ang 
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- Janto life eternal. 


nd diſtintly confpicuous 1n all their parts) 
are the ſame, with us ſubſtantially, atid in Da- 
1id's time 5 whence we need make no diffi- 
culty to own this latter, when we meet with 
It, as here, under the ſame name. 
By what hath hitherto been faid, it may | 
be already feen' in part, how exaQly this 
righteouſneſs correiponds to the bleſſedneſs for 
which 'it qualifies; whereof we ſhall have 
occaſion hereafter to take further notice. In 
the mean; time, | it will be requiſite to ſhew 
Lich was promiſed to be done in the next 

ace) rs © 1 peeons 
' How it qualifies. To which I ſay ( very 
briefly ) that it qualifies for this bleſſednels 
two ways: . TIT. 
| I. Legally, or in genere Morati, as it de- 
{fcribes the Perſons, who by the Goſpel-grant 
have, alone, title thereunto, — The Righteous: 
e ef — The unrighteous ſhall not 
znherit the Kingdom of God. Say to the righte-' 


fa holineſs ( however now more explicite 


neſs of the righteous ſhall be upon him. -— Jn 
this righteouſneſs he ſhall live. In which laſt} 
words, how this righteouſneſs conduceth _ 


he Text. 'In this kind it is not at all cau- 
fal of this bleſſedneſs, but tis that which 
he free, and wiſe, and holy Law-giver 
hought meet, by his fetled Conſtitution (be- 
fides what neceſſity there is of it upon ano- 
er account) to make requiſite thereto. The 
conformity of our Lord Jeſus Chrift to that} 
| leverer 


Jous, #t ſhall be well with them. The righteouſ-| 


nd 


fe, is expreſt by the. ſame Prepoſition as in} | 
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ſeverer Law, under which he is ſaid to-have| 


been made, is that which alone cauſes, merits,| 
purchaſes this bleſſedneſs ; which yet is to be] 
enjoyed, not by all indiſcriminatim, or with- 
out diſtinction, but by fuch alone, as come] 
up to the terms of the Goſpel, as he did 
fully fatisfie the ſtri& exaQtions of that other 


igid Law, by doing and ſuffering for their 


akes, 

2. Naturally, or in genere Phyſico. In this 
ind it may be ſaid to be ſome way cauſal, that 
s, to be a cauſa materials diſpoſitiva, by a pro- 
er poſitive influence, diſpoſing the ſubje 
nto this bleſſedneſs, which that it ſhall, yet, 
njoy, 1s wholly to be reſolved into the Di- 
ine good pleaſure, but it is put by this holy; 
etitude in that temper and poſture that it 
ay enjoy it, through the Lord*s gracious! 
ouchſafement ; when without it, *twere na- 
urally impoſſible that any ſhould. An unrigh- 
eous impure ſoul, is in a natural indiſpoſition 
0 ſee God, or be bleſſed in him, That depra- 
ed temper averts it from him, the ſteady 
ent of its will is. ſet another way, and *tis 
L contradiction that any ( z ſenſu compoſito Y 
uld be happy againſt their wills, 2. e. while 


that averſion of will yet remains. The un-}_ 


ighteous baniſh themlelves from God, they 
un and hate his preſence. Light and dark- 
els cannot have communion. The Sun doth 
ut ſhine, continue to be it ſelf, and the dark- 
eſs vaniſhes, and is fled away. When God 
ath ſo determined, that only the pure #n beart 


rall ſee him; that without holineſs none ſhall > 
'GPÞ he 
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he lays no other Law upon unholy ſouls, that! 
what their own impure natures lay upon them- 
{elves:. If therefore it ſhould be enquired, Why 
= not the unrighteous be ſubjects of this 

{ bleſſedneſs, See God, and be ſatisfied with hi; 
| theneſs,” as well as the righteous? the queſtion 
muſt be ſo anſwered, as if it were enquired, 
{Why doth the wood admit the fire to paſs up- 
' jon it, ſuffer its flames to inſinuate themſelves till 
{they have introduced its proper form, and tur- 
jned it into their own likeneſs : but we ſee wa- 
{ter doth not ſo, but violently reſiſts its firſt ap- 
(proaches, and declines all commerce with it-?; 
{Lhe natures of theſe agree not. And is not the 
icontrariety here as great. We have then the; 
Hamer ſubject of this bleſſedneſs, and are next; 
jto conſider this Bleſſedneſs it ſelf. | 


CO ATE OY 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Rzhteows, 


[. CHAP. HI. 
The nature of this Bleſſedneſs propoun- 


ded unto confideration, in the three 
ingredients ( here mentioned ) where- 
of it . conſiſts. 1. Viſon of Gods 
Face. 2. Aſſunilationtabim.. 3. The 
ſatisfatfion reſulting thence. Theſe 
propounuded to be conſidered, 1, Ab= 
ſolutely and ſimgly each by it ſelf. 
2. Relatively, in their mutual reſpetts. 
to each other. The firſt of theſe, Vi- 
ſton of Gods *Face, diſcourſt of. 1. The: 
| Objeth.. 2. The A@. =o 


or the enquiry wherein it lyes, 10 far as 
the Text 'gives'us any account of it, we are! 
invited to turn our thoughts and diſcourſe 
to it. And we have it here repreſented to us 
in all the particulars that can be ſuppoſed to/ 
thave any nearer intereſt in the buſineſs of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, or to be more intimate and intrinfical 
[thereunto. | 
For ( the beatifick ObjeQ ſuppoſed ) what) 
more can be neceſſary to aQual, compleat;! 
formal blefſednels, than the ſight of 5r, an adop= 
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jbe found to have towards each other. 


ation or aſſimilation to it, ( which is nothing | 
Iſe but its being a&ually communicated and 
imparted to the ſoul, its being united and 
made as it were one with it ) and the comple” | 
ential fruition the ſoul hath of it ſo commu- | 
icated, or having ſo transformed it into its | 
elf ? rod. 

And-thefe three are manifeſtly contained'in | 
he Text ( the beatifick Obje& being inyol- 
ved with them) the firſt in the former clauſe, 
T ſhall behold thy face ,, the ſecond and third in 
the latter, 7 ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs ;, 
where, being made like to God hath been diſ-| 
covered to be ſuppoſed ; and the ſarsfattion, 
{the pleaſant contentful reliſhes conſequent 
thereto, plainly expreft. .. FS 
We ſhall therefore have tated 'the entire 
nature of this, Bleſſednefs in the handling of 
theſe three things : | 


| 


Viſion of the Face of God. 
Participation of his likeneſs. 
| Satisfation therein. | 


| 


AndI ſhall chuſe to conſider them 


1. Abſolutely, and ſingly, each by it ſelf} 
 . 2. Kelatively, in the mutual reſpe&ts, (by 
way of influence and dependance)) they may} 


b. 


| Therefore firſt, in the abſolute _ 


jof them ſeverally, we begin with 


b. 


%* F rſt» 


v7 [; Dieedref = the EE 


F or org Viſion of God®s Face, where 
c Objett, The Face of God. 


The \ 


} 48 of feeins and beholding it, are 
diſtinaly ro be ſpoken to. 


1. The Face of God ( the QbjeR of this Vi- 
ſion), which is his glory repreſented, offered] 
to view. And ths objetted or exhibited plor yy is 
twofold. 


1. Senfible , fuch as ſhall incur and gra- 
tifie ( after the returre&tion) the bb: 
dily eye. 

2. Intelleftual, or intelligible: that ſpi- 
tual glory that only comes under the 
view and contemplation of the glorifi- 
eq mind. 


i. A ſenſible glory ( to begin with what is 
lower ). is fitly in our way to ve taken notice 
of, and'may well be comprehended ( as its 
lets principal intendment )' within the figni- 
ficancy of the expreſſion; the Face of God. So 
indeed it doth evidently fisnifie, Exod. 33. 11 
And if we look to the notation of the word 
and its frequent ule as applied to God, it may! 
commodiouſly enough, and will often be 
found to fignifie, in a larger and more ex- 
tended ſente, any aſpect or appearance of 
God. And though it may be Cn ove 


v. 23, of that Chapter, to ſignifie an over 
coming {piritual glory, as the principal thin 
E ther 
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there intended, fuch as no ſoul dwelling in 
fiefh could behold, without renting the 
ail, and breaking all to pieces; yet, even 
here alſo, may ſuch a degree of ſenſible 
Slory be ſecondarily intended, as it was not 
onliſtent with a ſtate of Mortality to be able 
0 bear. 

And ſuppoſing the other expreffion f Thy 
keneſs | to ſignifie, in any part, the objective 
plory Saints are to behold ; it is very capable 
pt being extended fo far, as to take in a ſen- 
ible appzarance of glory alſo, which it doth 

theſe words, The ſmmilitude of the Lord 
WR all be beheld ( yet even that glory alſo was 
gs * *|tranformative and impreſſive of it {ſclf: 
Ezek. 1. {Afoſes ſo long converſt with it, till he be- 
28. ame uncapable, for the preſent, of converſe | 
Exod. 345ſwith men, as you know the ftory re- 
35 Oc Yates ). 

Such a glory as this, thongh it- belong 
10t to the being of God, yet it may be ſome 
imbrage of him, a more ſhadowy repreſen- 
ation, as a man's garments are of the man, 
which is the alluſion in that of the Pfalmfp, 
hou art clothed with Majeſty and Honour : 
Pfal. 104. [7 hou covereſt thy ſelf with [" Light | a« with a 
F, 2. arment. 
|2Cor.s.1.} And inaſmuch as that ſpiritual Body (the 
a \ [Hoenſe not made with hands ) wherewith the 
" Feaitihie fblefled are to be cloth'd upon, muſt then be 
potenti& [underſtood to have its proper ſenſitive Pow- 
ative tt ers and Organs refined to that degree, as 

may be agrecable to a ſtate of Glory ; ſo 
faſſiua, gs : 
foe ob;e. fait theſe have their fuitable objet#s to con- 
| fiva. | vere 
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erſe. with. A Faculty without an ObjeR, is| | 
. not poſſible in Nature, and is altogether in- 
onfiſtent with a ſtate of Bleſſedneſs. The 
odies of Saints will be raiſed in glory— fa- þ Cor: 15. 
v1oned like Chriſts glorious body, muſt bear Fa Rn 
the image of the heavenly z and this will] **** * 
coniiaturalize them to a Region of Glory, 
ender a ſurrounding ſenſible glory neceſſary 
and natural to them, their own element : they 
will, as it were, not be able to live but 
midſt fuch a glory. Place is conſervative] 
of the body placed, in it, by its ſuitableneſs 
here. Indeed every created being ( ina(- 
nuch as it is-not ſelf-ſufficient, - and is ob- 
liged to fetch in continual refreſhings from 
without ) muſt always have ſomewhat ſui- 
table to it ſelf to converle with, or it pre-}' 
{ently languifhes. By fuch an harmony of 
aRives jo paſſives, the world conſiſts and 
holds together. The leaſt defe& tli-reof 
then, is leaſt of all fuppoſable in the ſtate of 
blefſedneſs. 
The rays of ſuch a glory have often ſhone 
jdown into this lower World, Such a glory 
we know ſhewed it ſelf upon the Mount S;- 
at: afterwards often about the Taberna- 
cle, and in the Temple: Such a glory ap- 
_— at our Saviours Birth, Baptiſm, and 
ransfiguration z and will do at his expected} 
appearance ; which leaves it, no unimagina 
ble thing to us, and ſhews, how facile it is 
to God to (do that which: will then be, i 
| jlome ſort neceſſary_) create a glory mee 
| for the entertainment and gratification © 
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being. But, | 

2. The zntellefFual glory, That which per- 
feed Spirits ſhall eternally pleaſe themſelves 
to behold; calls for our more eſpecial conſt- 
deration. This is the glory that excelleth, by- 
perbolical glory, ( as that expreſiion imports ); 
ſuch, as in compariſon whereof, the other is 
faid to be zo glory: as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
comparing the glory of the Legal with that 
of the Evangelical diſpenſation, where the 


Mount Siaz; the latter a purely fpiritual 
Slory; and ſurely, if the meer preludes of 
this glory, the primordia, the beginnings of 
it, The glory—yet ſhining but throagy a glaſs, 
( as he there alſo ſpeaks of this glory ) were 
fo hyperbolically glorious, what will it be in 
its higheſt exaltation, in its perfeted ſtate ? 
The Apoffle' cannot {peak of that, but with 
hyperbole upon hyperbole in the next Chap- 
ter, as though he would” heap up words as 
high as heaven to reach it, and give a juſt 
account of it, | | 
'' "Things are_as' their next Originals, This 
glory, more immediately- rays forth from 
od, and more nearly reprefents him. *Tis 
his more genuine production.” He is tiled 
the Father of Glory : every thing that is glo- 
rious is ſome way like him, and bears his 
image, But he is as well the Father of Spirits, 
as the Father of Glory 3 and that glory, 
which is purely ſpiritual, hath moſt in it _ 
| is 


E 


any ſach faculty, as he ſhall then continue in 


former was, we muſt remember, chiefly a - 
tenſible glory, the glory that ſhone upon | 
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his nature. and. image : as beams. bat in the 
next deſcent from the. body of. the Sun. ; This 
is his unvailed face, and emphatically, the di- 


vine likeneſs. 
Again, things are as the Faculrzes which 


ry muſt exerciſe and fatisfhe. the nobleſt 
faculty, of: the moſt noble and excellent crea- 
ture. . Intelle&ual nature, in the higheſt im- 


rovement: *tis capable of in a creature, muſt 
ere be gratified to the. uttermoſtz the,moſt 
nlarged concemplative power of an immor- 
al Spirit finds that wherein it terminates 
here, with a moſt contentful acquieſcence. . 
| *Iis true it muſt be underſtood not totally 
o exceed the capacity of a creature, but it 
uſt fully come wp to it. - Should it quite 
ranſcend the Sphere of created nature, and 
urpaſs the model of an human underſtand- 
ing ( as the Divine Glory undoubtedly would, 
id -not God conſider us in the manner of 
£iibiting it to. our view. ) it would confound, 
ot /atisfie. A creature even in glory is ſtill 
Creature, and mutt be treated as tuch. Af- 
er the bleſſed God hath elevated it to the 


im. He muſt accommodate this glory to 
he weaker eye, the fainter and more languid 
pprehenſions of a poor finite thing, I Had 


ea, the whole creation in its beſt ſtate, com- 


ared with the 1 A 2, the being ( as he 


juſtly appropriates to himſelf that name ) the 
E 3 All 


they are to exerciſe and {atisfie 3, this glo- | 


igheſt pitch, he muſt infinitely condeſcend, 
it cannot otherwiſe: know or converfe with}. 


Imoſt faid zothing, for what is any creature, | 
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now under conf:deration. iSome bf whoſe Writings ſeem rh 
-| very Spri 
iS enough 1o ſerve the 11literate, 3n, accommodating 
that kind. to'rheir genius and language } ſo greedil 
y modern Enthufiaſis. 


All in All. We muſt be careful then to fet- 
tle in our own thoughts ſuch a ſtate of this 
glory ( in forming that indeterminate notion 
we have now of it) as may render it (though 
confeſſedly above the meaſure of our pre- 
ſent underſtandings as to a diſtin know- 


ledg of it ) not manifeſtly incompetent to a: 
ny created underſtanding whatſoever, an 
as may ſpeak us duly ſhy of aſcribing a Dei 
toa worm, of affixing any thing to the crea 
ture, which ſhall be found agrecing to th 


bleſſed God himſelf alone, Their expreſſi; 


ons therefore, who over-magnifie ( eve 
Deifie ) the creature aſſumed into glory 
muſt be heard and read with caution and ab- 
horrency, as the high-ſwelling words of blaf- 
phemous vanity. Is it not enough that pe 
riſhing wretches, that were within one hand 
breadth of Hel}, are ſaved, except they b 
alto Deified too? that they become happy, un 
leſs they alſo become Gods? The diſtarice even 
of a glorified creature from the glorious God 
is ſtill infinitely greater, than between it and 
of Gllieft worm, the minuteſt atome © 
d x Ss 1 4 : . X . : 


oſcn only to annex a marginal digreſſion, wherej 
ro animadvert' upon the over-bold ditpues and defi 
the: Scholaſtick generation,” touching what we hay 


gs of the putid conceits (there not wanting thoſe, tha 
Queſtzon much agitated among the School-men; 


And 
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[| in ratione Species intolligibilis } fo as there 1s no plafe for any 


| que videtur &* quo videtur. Thom. Sum. prima parte, q.2, Art. 2. 


And by how much more we ſhall then Whether 
know of bu glory, fo much more fhall we the Di- 
underſtand that diſtance. Yet as he ſhall nd yi 


| then enlarge the capaciry of the ſoul he glo- exhibiced 


rifies, to a very vaſt comprehenſion, ſo ſhall};, the 
| view of 4 
the Bleſied i Heaven, 2 Zt ſe If immediately, or by thepntervention} 
of any creat:d likeneſs or imilitude ? 2 
Had ir been agreed to forbear looking within thy vail ( the 
rude attempt whereof, rather rents than draws it afqle) and to 
{ ſtut up all diſconrſe of this kind, in a modeit awfyl filence 
or had the Adventures ſome have made been foolz;bjonly, nor] 
pernicions, this preſent labour had been ſpared. But ſwhen Men} 
ſpeak of rhings above their reach, not to 0 purpoſe barely, 
bur to very b24; whar they ſay ought to be contidefged. The 
Divine Effence, ſay the Thomiſts ( and the Scotiſts heye diſagree 
nor } is it ſelf immediately united ro the intellect of the bleſſed 


intervening likeneſs, or reprefentation. Ipſz Divina Rſſentia eft, 


3. contr. Gentes c. 15. Now they aſlert concerning yhe Speczes 
mntelligibiles, 1n general, that they have not, Locumbpbjeftz, it- 
telleftionem terminantes ( which they make the place pnd office 
of the. v-rbum mentis per int?llettionem produttum) put forme 
tantum & atius primi, and that the underſlanding 1q atts by 
them, as fire by its proper form, Thom. Sum. prima pprte, q.8se 
Art. 2, (the contrary whereto is aſſerted by Szcatus 7nÞ3. Sentent, 
Aiſtinf8. 3. q. 6.) Yea, and Cajet. affirms 1 p. q. 7TÞ. Art. 2. 
Thar che [nteliect and che intelligible ſpecies are morg one than 
the matter and form jn the compoſitum, For, ſaith he, (or ro 
that purpoſe, nor having him now at hand )) the matter 1s not 
| turned into the form, nor # contra, bur the intelledt,} which is |. 
in it ſelf mer power, doth, in genere zntelligibil; turp 1nto 1ts |: 
yery intelligible objet z and the intelligible objeQty it ſelf is | 
after a certain manner jmbib'd in the 1ntelleft. $o Ledeſma | > 
a: Divin. perfeT. q. 3. Art. 6, unum tranfit in aliud, exqquo ſequi= |* 
tur, quoi unum ſet alizcd, And hence, ſay they, applying this: | 
dodrine to the preſent purpoſc, | 4 ſecundum iftup modumy!'\ © 
mn conjunttione illa ineffabils divine eſſentie cum intell{ftu create, | 
ft wnum agens integrym, (cil. intelledus creatus falling Deus mi-"1; 


E..4 the | 
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Jem ſolo ffecizli Dez aurilio, ' quod item aſſerunt multi ex ſcholaſti- 


- fete, bur the ſimple Divne Eſence. Concerning the formal 


| do atall efc<&uyally concur to it, or whether God himiclf be 


p2041; mo: Ithe exhibition of his glory to it, be fully ad- 


2m aif- tture-light will give us any pre-apprehenſion 
of it, let us conſider a while, 


ajzt. prinja parte q. 12, Art. 2. ex Ledeſ. q. 8. Art. 8. ] For 
elides this immediate union of the Divine Effence it ſelf 
with the iþtelle& they affert a lumen glorie, an accident ſuper- 
dded, without which the viſion cannot be performed ; which 
additional} the Srotiſts rejet. Some, though they admit ir, 
hink the piſton may be withour jt, and thar ir doth nor #n- 
[care contfadictionem, wiſronem beatificam freri ſine lumine glorie, 


cis, Palud Jin 47 dift. 49. 9. 1. Art. 3. Concl. 2. Thom. de Argent. 
9. 2. Art. Þ. Major, q 4. Henr, quoltovet. JT. Zamel. I. Þ. gq. 12, 
Art, 5. diÞ. 2. concl. 3. Its Onnubbry, de virtute penitentias Whe- 
mer thereſbe any veroum coeatum, the produtt cf intelleRion; 
the Thomts are themſelves divided. Their more common 
Op1n'on is} thar there js none, as Ledeſma aflures us ; telling 
us alſo hjs}reaſon, why he concerves there can be none. Beats 
nen formant wirbym in wvidendo Deo, ſed plas wvident quam vero 
rexto aicie poſſunt——nam biatis per viſſonzm beatam quamuls 
nm Viacath| infinite | videt tamen ifinitum ——{ which 1s their 
great arguſnent againſt any intelligible ſpecies ), and he further 
andas, fentfuiſfo De, qutee't in iſo Deo, babet pro proncipio & ſpecie 
Mtelligibalolioſin divinam Tffenttim , & pro termano ipſam Ditt- 
nam FEjjenttps: fo wife veatorum eſt ita ſupernaturalts, & div" ore 
its, Op Iriyatin divine wiſinis ita perfect 1, ut tpſa etiam habeat 
"0 proncipry > iperee intetligibilt, arumamn Eſjentiar, @ pro ler- 
mio free rbo producto, ipſamnrt divianam Eſſentiam, So that 
the princiyle and term of ' this / viſion are own'd to be nothing 


at it ſelf, Jjr is much diſputed, whether the creatures 1nrellect 


pot the offly cifcient or agent 1n this viſion, Some fſiick not 
to affirm chic lattcr, Mar. in 3. qo. 1», Palud. in 4. diſt, 4949. Ls 
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We cannot indeed conſider theſe ſeparately; Dlainl 
for wecan no ſooner underſtand it to be glory, har rh 
than we conceive it excetlent - Glory, in the þ&ion of 
proper Notion of it, being nothing elſe bur fhe infe- 
reſplendent excellency, the luſtre of excellen- Ft & 
cy, or real worth made conſpicuous. Yet as holly 
eaſes, 
and the ſuperiour only a&s; the ſame thing that DJM. cayſa- 
bon in his Enthuſiaſm charges one Maximus with, who in a| 
book entituled u4pxaus 0:nome writs thus; Thy dZyuccoy 
aafav from mp Ty W839 6 vis TW Ts voy % votieu, mayTe= 
ads Suyapuy Exe grordGuriy. That the Soul taken mtol immediate 
union with God, loſes all its knowing power \ though this be not 
diſtin&ively ſpoken'of the ſtate of glory ) : And whay doth this 
amount to? but that while they are eagerly contendhng abour 
the Saints bleſſedneſs, and roo curiouſly labouring toſexplicate 
the manner of their ſeeing God, they unawares dfſtroy the 
ſubje& of the queſtion, and deny that they ſee him af all; and 
ſo upon the whole, diſpute themfelves 1nto a worſq than Pa- 
ganiſh infidelity. And even the reſt, that agree inthe ſenſe 
of the paſſages above-recited, will nor be eafily ablq to avoid 
the charge of as intolerable conſequences z which it Js my bu- 
ſineſs here. only to diſcover, and nor to determine ſpny thing: 
in this controverfie, whiles I tax the too much bdIdneſs of 
others, who adventure 1t. And here not to infiſt on the abſur- 
dity of what they ſay concerning the mtelligible Fpecies in 


general, let it be confidercd. 1.. That the Divine Efſence is 
a1d to be united to the intelle& of the bleflſed, as an Þþ»tell;zzble 
ſpecies. 2. That the intelligible ſpecies, 1n the bufineſsof intel- 
etion, and the intellet, become one another, do n$t remain 
iſtin& things unired, but are identified. 3. Thar ſhence in 
nderſtanding God, the intelle& 1s deified and becohes God, 
hich naturally follows from the two former , and is fnoreover 
xprelly aſſerted in plain words. What need is therg to preſs 
his Dofrine with hard conſequences? or how cay} it look* 
yorſe than it doth already, with its own natural fake ? Nor. 


] | there 


MET 


' eanT ap-| there is an excellency conceivable in the na- 
prchend | tyre of it, that excellency whereof it is the 


_— ſplendor and brightneſs; ſo we muſt con- 
ſhould be | ceive a peculiar excellency of that very ra- 
made {diation, that ſplendor it ſelf, wherewith it 
look bet- [ſhines unto bleſſed ſouls. Ir: its very nature 
the ” pay it is the brightneſs of Divine excellencies : in 

its preſent appearance, it ſhines in the higheſt 


lay claim 
ro that fayour, to be underſtood according to the uſual ſenfe of 
the perip erick maxim, I"telledFus, intelligendo, fit omnia ; 1t will 
be found qanifeſtly to have precluded ir ſelf. That maxim is 
wont to bg underſtoathus that the intellet becomes that 
which 1t ynderftands repreſentative, by putting on. the ſpeczes or 
Iikeneſs of jits Obje&, the repreſentation of ir. For 1nſtance, 
when I fofm in my mind the notjon of a mountain, my under- 
ſtanding Hecomes an ſdeal or ſpiritual mountain : it becomes 
that ſp<cigs { which is liable tro more exception too then | (hall 
now 1niift} on, and looks more like the language of a Poct than 
a Pliloſopher ) that is now formed there : and nor the material 
mountain pr ſc]f. But how ſhall this aſiertion [_ The under/tand- 
#ng,by its aft of underſtanding God, becomes God | be capable of that 
mNrerpretaftion, 2.2. Tt becornes his lib-n9ſs,his 1dea,his reprefcnra- 
tron now fÞrmed jn it, when any ſuch intervening Itxeneſs or re- 
preſentatipn is utterly denied ; and that ſuppoſed ſpectes is ſaid 
ro be the imple Divine eſſence 1t ſelf 7 and if che Divine eſſence 
3t ſelf be that ſpecies by which *cis underfiood, will it nor fol- 
low from rhat' other Ariftote!ian axiom ( which with them 
mult tignife as much as aTexrt from Saint Paul ) ſcibile & ſ:2- 
entza ſunt {im + That our very knowledg of God muſt be God 
roo ; or wpuld they difown that maxim, ſure when once the 
feul'y is ſ{ppoſed deified, the aft immanent in 1t, cannot be 
a created 4c:1dent; nor can that maxim ( underſtood of the 
Jerbile repreentativum, or the ſpecies ſerbilis ) be denied by them : 
And ſure, | if the Saints b10wlzdg of Go4, rhe likenefs of him 1n 
their ind} be God; their bolinejs, the likeneſs of him 1n their 
be fo too. Bow abſurd then would 1rt be, to uſe 
re-language, and fpeak of theſe under the names cf 
or lik-:nef6, when Sim-'itud? and I1nt:ty, are no- 
Aly diſagreeing z and ſince a Saints knowledg and 


excellency 


Ges 3, ooh —— 
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 excellency of that brightzeſs;, in its nature holineſs 


excelleth all things elſe : in its preſent exhibi-\ re and 


s : : | _ 1n heaven 
tion, c'mpared with all its former raGiations, ide hae 
it excelleth it ſelf. in degree: 


As to the nature of ths Glory, *tis nothing they can 
elſe but the conſpicuous luſtre ot Divine per4 Þ< axes 
feftions. Wecan only guide our preſent con- pork 
ceptions of it, by the Giſcovery God hath al] yur God 
ready given us of himlelt, in thoſe ſeveral ex dwelling, 
cellencies of his Being, the great Attribute 18 them. 
that are convertible and one with him. Whe 
Moſes beſought Him for a fight of#his glory 
he anſwers him with this, 1 will proclaim 
name before thee, His Name, we know, is the|better 


colle&ion of his Attributes. 


verſaries impugned the real identity of the ſoul and its facul- 
ries, that muſt be deified roo. Rowever, what could be ima- 


be a 'creature, and its faculty God ? Whence then do we 
think rhar modern Familiſis have fetched their adttired non- 
ſenſe? Whom have. they had their original InſtryRors ? or 
who have taught them that brave magnificent lJangujge of be- 
Ing Godded with God, and Chriſted with Chriſt ? Þbut theſe ? 
Nor ſure need they bluſh to be found guilty of ſo profoundly 
learned inconſiſtencies, or to ſpeak abſurdly afref ſuch Pa- 
trons. And what ſrould occaſion theſe men ſo ko involve 
themſelves, 1 cannot find, or divine, more than this} that they 
were not able to faſten upon any more tolerable ſenſe of the 
word K:9ws x Cor, 13. 12. 1 fob. 3.2. but taking khat in its 


higheſt pitch of ſignificancy ; all their arguments] are gene- 
rally levelied at this mark, to prove that no created ſpecies can 
offibly repreſent God | ſecati eſt |, and thence infef; that he 
cannor be ſeen by any created ſpecies in the plogified ſtate, 
where he 1s to be ſeen /icuti eff. But conld we cdntent our 
elves with a modeſt interpretation of theſe words, 3nd under- 
nd them to ſpeak not of a parity, but of a fimility 


gined more abſurd , than that the ſubſtance of the ſoul ſhould } 


= _""_Y 
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= 


——_— 


ol) 


Ween 
God's 
know- 
Jedg and 
Qurs,.nor 
of an ab- 
folute om- 
#1modous 
fmilitude, 
but com- 
Parartive 
only; that 
15, ..thar cc 
f::all ſo fa 
ſaid to be 
fomuch as 
fpeakably 
tuch of tr 
' by ſuch a 
For adm! 
higheſt fe 
whercin h 
as he ws 


of him; 


we undcr 


7rfirite tO 
mentelly, 
1nfnire, 1 
ktowledg 
Yet wo 


Revelations, 


The Bleſedneſs of the Righteous, _ 


The:notion therefore we ean:hence form'o 


a large. Volume by a brief Synopfis or”:Ta- 
blez of a magnificent Fabrick, by a {mall Mo- 
del or Platform z/ a fpacious Country, by a 
little Landskip. He hath here given us a trac 
repreſentation of himſelf, ' not aFal! - ſuch as 
will ſecure 'our apprehenfions, - being guided 
thereby, from error,. not from:guorance. $0 


mparing- our future with our preſert ſtate, the ſormer 


red reaſoning to. the contrary? © There can be no created repree 
« fentationof God | ficuts et. | adequate te the Viſion tbe bleſſed have 


& tain; jox 


formally? [Muſt we undertiand by it him that js infinite only,or 
2she 151nfinite? If it bg faid the Latter, that is to ſay, they fee 
: If the ſ51*:27 only ; Do not Saints on earth fee (v27, 


Ss by [Þ2czes. 

Id I not hence conclude, that the knowledg Saints 
fall have þf God hereafter, ſtall be by {pccies ; for 'my deſign 
3n all this þs but to diſcover the vanity of too poſitive and de- 
finitive copceptions concerning it, beyond the meaſure of Gods 


Al! knowlfdg hath been thought to be by aflimilarion, 2. e. by 
$ccciving the jſpecics or images of the things known. So the 


excel this, that in compariſon: thereof, 1t may be 
a knowing of God, 2s we are known, and as hezs ;, in- 
our future knowledy of him, .thall approach ſo un- 
earer to hrs moſt perfect knowledg of us, and the 
e thing, than cur preſent knowledg doth or can ; 
interpretation we are caſt upon no ſuch difficulties, 
that no. ſpecies can repreſent: God as he: 5, 1n the 
ſe of theſe words; yet ſure, in the ſame ſenſe 
can be ſen by us 2s he is, he may be repreſented to us 
nd what can be more frivolous than that fore-rect- 


but they ſte mare than any. created repreſentation can con- 
they ſee irfinitum, though not mnfinzte, For how muſt 
nd the 2»ſinitum they are faid to. fee ? Marerially, or 


hich is the Viſton we are ſpeaking of ) him who 1s 
their preſent ſtate, where 1t 1s acknowledged the 


and the ducture of clear and unintangled - Reaſon. 


as 


this glory , is-only fucty as we may- have of 
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as they ſwerve not in apprehending this glo- hntelleR 
rYs, though they fill fall ſhort. . We can now hs not re- 
apply our minds to contemplate: the ſeveral 
perfetions which the blefſed :God aſſumes 
to himſelf, and whercby he deſcribes to us his 
own Bcing ; and can in our thoughts attri- 
| bute them all to hiw, though we have ſtill but ſtands, 
low defe&ive conceptions of each one. As ifÞ>* oÞly 
we could at a diſtance diftinguith the” Streets 15a 
and Houtes of a great City z, but every one{ies, * 
appears to us-much. lefs than it is. We canſwhere-_ 
apprehend ſomewhat of whatloever | he te-[* 
veals to be in himielf; yet when all- is done, cloſcly, 

| |  AAVT EY Jrhat it 35 - 
—_— ſaid to be | /ikz | to them. Yirtuof of France, Con- 
cr. . | { INS 

_ way or other 1t hath been judged necefar 


the mind 


ſhould be furniſhed with ſuch images of the thing if is ſaid ro 
underſtand ; which therefore ſome have thonght conpate 5 
others, ſupplied by ſenſe totally ; others; by. a ſepafare 7::rVz- 


fus Agens, which-ſome have thought to be God himiFlf: others, 
one. common Intelligence : others, a particular Gerhus. So in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary 1t hath been reckor'd unto igtelle&ion, 
thar the office of: furniſhing the mijtid 'with the imJges of rhe 
things to be underſtood, ſhould be performed by or other. 
If any clearer explication can be given, or better why aſſigned 
of the Souls knowing things, 1t- cannot bur be welcome to 
rational men, But I ſee no neceſſity” or reaſon it ould have 
a ſpecifically diſtin ' way of knowing here and Jn Heaven. 
Much lefs that we ſhould 1magine to our ſelves ſuch & one, as to 
chat other ſtate, as 1s altogether 'unaccountable 'agd capable 
of no rational. explication ; and reckon it much mhore becom- 
7ng to be ſilent, than on pretence of any myſteriouſneſs in the 
things . we diſcourſe of, to ralk abſurdty and uninteNſigibly: 
' about them. A confeſſed ignoranceiin this caſe is berdn? 
with that great Apoitle, 1t doth not, appear what 
Bur to conclude and define ſuch matters, is ſurely [egy Tap 
« Sa geovely. 
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2Pet. 1.17. ds/crimmation, The excellent glory, There was 


Mey $Ac- 
TEEFN52 


I Pet. 4» 
juz 


{thoughts are empty and languid, ſtrait and 


ow little a portion do we take up of him ! Our 


arrow, fuch as diminiſh and limit the Holy 
One. Yet 1o far as our apprehenſions can 
correſpond to the diſcovery he affords us of 
his ſeveral Excellencies, we have a' preſent 
iew-of the Divine Glory, Do but ſtrialy 
d diſtintly turvey the many Perfe@ions 
comprehended in his Name, then gather them 
up, and conſider how glorious he is! Con- 
eive one glory reſulting from ſubſtantial Wit- 
on, Goodneſs, Power, Truth, Juſtice, Holi- 
neſs, that is, beaming forth from him who is all 
theſe by his very Eſſence, neceſſarily, originally, 
enfinitely, eternally,with whatloever elle is tru- 
ly a PerfeQion. This is the glory blefſed Souls 
ſhall behold for ever. 
For the excellency of it, *tis called by way of 


glory put upon Chriſt in the transfiguration 3 
of which, when the Apoſtle ſpeaks, having 
ccafion to mention withal the glory of hea- 

1 it ſelf, from whence the yoice came; he 
adds to this latter, the diſtinguiſhing note. of 
he excellent : He himſelf was eye-witneſs of 
the Honour, and Majeſty, and Glory, which 
he Lord Jeſus then received; but beyond 
Il this, the glory from whence the voice 
ame, was the excellent or ſtately glory, as 
he word imports. 

*Tis a great intimation how excellent a 
lory this is, that ?tis faid to be a glory yet 
o be revealed; as if it had been ſaid, What- 
ver appearances of the Divine Glories are 

now 


RT 
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{which will preſently come to be ſpoken of, 


2. The 


ow offered to your view, there is |t1tll lome- 
hat undiſcovered, ſomewhat behind the Cur- 
ain that will outſhine all, You have not ſeen 
o nuuch, but you are ſtill to expe& unſpeaka- 
ly more. 

Glory is then to ſhine in its Noon-day 
rength and vigour : *Tis then in its Meri- 
ian. ere, the riches of glory are to bedil- 
layed, certain Treaſures of Glory, the ple- 
itude and magnificence of glory. We are 
ere to ſee him as he is; to know him as we 
re known of him. Certainly, the diſplay of 
imſelf , the rays of his diſcovered excellen- 
y, muſt hold proportion with that Y':ſron,and 
therefore exceeding glorious. *Tx the 


ory Chriſt had with the Father before the 


iffon and communion whereof holy ſouls 


ities can admit z that wherewithal his great 
tchievements and high merits ſhall be re- 
arded eternally ; © that wherewith he is to 
e glorified in Heaven, in compenſation of 
having glorified his Father on carth, and fi- 
niſhed the work whereto he was appointed. 
This cannot but be a molt tranſcendent glory. 
*Tis in ſum, andin the language of the Text, 
the glory of Gods own face, his moſt aſpeRa- 
ble, conſpicuous glory. Whoſe transforming 
beams are produRtive of the glory ampreſt; 
the next ingredient into this bleſſednelſs, 


after we have given you ſome ſhort account* 
{of, | 


| 


- 


oundations of the world were laid; into the | 


all now be taken, according as their capa- | 


| 


ohn 17. 
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2. The Aft of beholding : the viſion or in- 
tuition it ſelf, by which intervening the im- 
preſſion is made, : 

Glory ſeeins to carty in it a peculiar reſpe& 
to the viſeve power ( whether corporal or 
mental, as it is it ſ{-lf of the one kind or the 
other ); *tis ſomething to be contemplated, to 
be lookt upon. And being to tranſit an - 
| |preſſion, and conſequent pleaſure to another 
{ubjeR, it muſt neceſſarily. be ſo, it can nei- 


held. | | 

_ And here the ſenſitive intuition I ſhall not 
qinſiſt 'on, as being leſs intended in the Text, 
and the ditcourle of it leſs ſuitable to fuch as 
with a ſpiritual mind and deſign ſet them- 
ſelves to , enquire into 'the nature of © the 
Saints blefledneſs. Yet, as thi is the moſt no- 
ble, comprehenſive, quick, and fprightly /exſe, 
ſois the A of it more conſiderable, in the 
matter of bleſſedneſs, than any other of the 
outward-man, and'the moſt perfe& imitation 
of the a&t of the mind; whence alſo zhes 1o 
often borrows the name of the other, and is 
called ſeeing. *Tis an a indeed very proper 
and pertinent to a ſtate, of glory. By how 
much more any ſenfible obje& is glorious 
( ſuppoſing the ſerſorium to' be duly diſpo- 
{ed and fortified, as muſt be here ſuppoſed), 
ſo much is it the fitter obje& of S:ght 5 hence 


call it conſpicuoxs; and the leſs glorious,or more 
Jobſcure any thing is,and the lels viſible it is,and 
the nearer it approaches to inviſibility; _ 

£1 nyl - 


ther zransform nor ſatzsfie, but as it is be- | 


; {when we would expreſs a glorious obje&;, we 


SIPS Ponds A WY * 


ſuch as have things diſcovered to them b 


{ blefſed in Heaven. They ſhaſl have the glol 


_— 


with a heavenly vitality and vigor, can fetcly 


that ſaying in the common Philoſophy , Ta arif. ze 


rolog. C 


Whatſoever a glorified eye 4 repleniſhe( de Iride, 


in from the many glorified obje&s that ,en 
compaſs it, we muſt ſuppoſe to concur t 
this bleſſedneſs. Now is the eye ſatzsfie 
with ſeeing, which before, never could; .. _ 
But, *tis intelleQual fight we are chiefl 
to conſider here, that > whereby we ſee hi 
that.is inviſible, and approach the acceſſ; 
ble Light, The word here uſed, ſome Cri 
ticks tell us, more uſually ſignifies the. fight 
of the mind. And ther, not a caſual, ſuper 
ficial glancing at a thing , ,but contemplation 
a ſtadious , defigned viewing of a thing j 
when we ſolemnly compoſe and apply ou 
{elves thereto ; or the viſion of Prophets, 0 


aft 


divine Revelation, ( thence called {hozim 
Seers) which imports ( thoush . not a pre 
vious deſign, yet ). no leſs intention of min 
in the a& it ſelf. SN 

And ſo it more fitly expreſſes that know 
leds which we have, not by diſcourſe an 
reaſoning, out of one thing from another] 
but by immediate intuition of what is na: 
kedly, and at once offered ,to our view 
which is the mote proper knowledg of th 


ry of God ſo preſented, and their minds 1a, 
enlarged, as to comprehend much at one 
view 3 in which reſpe& they may be ſaid] 
in a great degree, to a as they are ktown}, 

O 1Þ 
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ſee blackneſs is to ſee nothing. | 3. Meteo, 
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Fcut ef {yet we cannot otherwiſe apprehend ) a clear 
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/ 


ing, doth moſt incline to, and that is, we 
are ſure, the ordinary language of Scripture 
about this matter, 


in as much as the bleſſed God comprehends- 


ng: | 
he ſtate of glory ſhould exclude all rarioce- 
/ation, more than our preſent fate doth all 
ntuition, ( for firſt and indemonſtrable prin-- 


all things at once, in one fimple-a& of know- ' 
Yet that is not to he underſtood as if | 


ples we fee by their own light , without 
lation or argument ) 3 nor can-it be. in- | 
:onventent to admit, that while the know- | 
eds the bleſſed have of God: is not infi- ! 
ite, there may be. uſe of their diſcurſtve 
aculty with great-fruit and pleaſure. Pure 
ntuition of God , without any mixture of 
eaſoning, is acknowledged (by fuch as are 
pt enough to be over-aſcribing to the crea- | 
ture ) peculiar to God alone, But as the 
bleſſed God ſhall continually afford ( if we } 


ay ſpeak of continuity in Eternity, which 


diſcovery of himſelf, ſo ſhall the principal 
exerciſe, and felicity of the blefled ſoul con- 
fiſt in that leſs laborious and more pleaſant | 
way of knowing, a meer admitting or en- 
tertaining of thoſe free beams of voluntary | 
light, by a grateſul intuition z which way of 
knowing, the expreſſion of ſight, or behold- 
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the Object ſeen-:.. This affimilation we are to 


nent. | 
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CHAP. IV. 


The ſecond Ingredient into this Bleſſed- 
eſs conſgdered, Aſſimilation to God, 
or his Glory impreſs « wherein it 
conſiſts, diſcovered in ſundry Propo- 
ftions. The third. Ingredient, The 
Satisfaction and Pleaſure which res 
ſults, ſtated and opened, | 


' A. ND now, upon this Viſion of the ble{- 
{ed Face of God, next follows, in the 
order of diſcourſe, The Souls perfeQ afſimi- 
wilation unto that revealed Glory, or its par- 
ticipation thereof ,' (touching. the order the 
things themſelves have to one another, there 
will be conſjderation had in its-proper place), 
and this alſo muſt be conſidered as a diſtin&+' 
and neceflary. ingredient into. the ſtate: of 
bleſſedneſs we are treating of, .. - | 


. Diſtin& it is, for though the Viſion now! 
ſpoken-'of, . doth include. a . certain kind of 
aſſimilation in it, as all. Viſion.dqth, being 
only a reception of the ſpecies or likeneſs of 


ſpeak of, is of a very different kind. That,is ſuch 
as affects only the viſive or cognitive power,and| 
that not with a real change, but intentional on- 
ly, nor for longer continuance than the a& of 
Seeing laſts; but this is total, real, and perma 
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{contemplation of the higheſt and moſt ex- 


jare the thoughts of God ! How little plea- 


And {iirely it is of equal neceſſity to the 
Souls bleſſedneſs, to partake the Glory of | 
God, as to behold it; as well to have the | 
divine likeneſs 3»preſt upon it , as repreſent- 
ed to it. Aﬀter 1o contagious and over- 
ſpreading a depravation as fin hath diffus'd 
through all its powers; it can never be hap- 
py without a change of its very craſs and 
temper throughout. , A diſeaſed ulcerous 
body would take little felicity in gay and 
glorious ſights: no more would all the glory 
of Heaven ſignifie to w ſick, deformed, felt- 
loathing Soul. . 

It muſt therefore be all glorious within, | 
bave the Divine Nature more perfeatly com- 
municated, the likeneſs of God transfus'd 
and wrought into it. This is the bleſſed 
work begun in Regeneration 3 but how far 
it is from being perfeted, we may ſoon find 
by conſidering, how far ſhort we are of be- 
ing fatisfied in ovr preſent ſtate, even in the 


cellent Objets. How taſteleſs to our ' Souls 


ſure do we take in viewing over his glori- 
ous Attributes ! the moſt acknowledged and 
adorable excellencies of his Being'! And 
whereto can we impute it but to' this, ' that 
our ſpirits are not yet ſufficiehtly connatu- | 


ſhall be like hin, fer we ſhall ſee him as he 15. 


rallized to them ? Their likeneſs is not enough | 
ceply inſtamped on our Souls. Nor will 


his be, #:] we awake, When we ſee better, 
we ſhall become better : When he appears, we 
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pectation? Can we think what God is, and 
hat we are in our preſent ſtate, and not 
onfeſs theſe words to carry with them an 
mazing ſound, we ſhall be like him! How 
reat an hope is this! How ſtrange an er- 
and hath the Goſpel into the world ! How 
dmirable a deſign! to transform men and 
ake them like God ! Were the duſt of the 
arth turned into ſtars in the firmament, 
ere the moſt ſtupendious poetica! transfor- 
ations aſſured realities, what could equal 
he greatneſs and the wonder of this migh- 
y change ? Yea, and doth not the expe&ta- 
ion of it ſeem as preſumptuous, as the iſſue 
t ſelf would be ſtrange ? Is it not an over- 
old defire? too daring a thought ? a thing 


to be attained ? | 

It muſt be: acknowledged there is an aps» 
pearance of high arrogance in aſpiring to 
this, to be ike God, And the very wiſh or 
thought of being 1ſo, z all reſpetts, were 
not to be entertained without horrour : 
*Tis a. matter therefore that requires ſome 
diſquiſttion and explication, wherein that im- 
prefſed likeneſs of God conſiſts, which muſk 
concur to the Saints bleſledneſs. In order 
hereunto then take the following Propoſi- 
tions : / 

I. There 1s a ſenſe whercin'to be like God 18 


the moſt horrid wickedneſs. The Prophet in 


F 3 gf 


But do we indeed pretend to ſuch an ex- 


unlawful to be affetted, as it leems impoſſible! 


altogether impoſſible , and. the very deſire of - i L. 


the name of God charges the proud. Prince| 


| 


_— 


EY 


| 


| 
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—bof Tyre with this, as an inexpiable arrogance 

that -he' Gid ſer his heart as the heart of God, 
nd upon this ſcore challenges and enters the 

iſts with him: Come, you that would fain 

he taken for a God, ÞIl make a ſorry God 
erk 6. 


of thee &*re I have done; Becauſe thou haſt 
ſer thy heart as the heart of God, Vlefet thole 
upon thee, 'that ſhall draw their Swords a- 
7, |\gainſt rhe beauty of thy wiſdom, and that ſhall 
8. |adefile thy brightneſs And what? Welt thou 
yet ſay in the hand of him that ſlayeth thee, F 
oO. [am a God? Thou'ſhalt be a man, and no God, 
10. |tn the hand of him that ſlayeth thee ;—T have | 

 Vpokenit faith the Lord God. He will endure 
no ſuch imitation of him, as to be: rival'd 
Deut. 32.|in the point of his Godhead, This is the 
21. . [matter of his jealouſte z They have moved me 
ito jealouſie with not-God ( 1o *tis ſhortly and 
more fmartly ſpoken in the Original Text ). 
And ſee how he difplays his threats and 
terrors hereupon 'in the following verſes. 
This was the deſign and inducement of the 
firſt tranſgreſſion, to be as Gods. And indeed 
all fin may be reduced hither , What elſe is 
fin (in the moſt comprehenſive notion ) but: 
an undue imitation of Ggd? an exalting of 
the (reatures Will into a ſupremacy, and op- 
poſing it as ſuch to the divize ? To ſin, is to 
Take upon us, as if we were ſupream, \and 
| [that there were no Lord over us; *Tis to af- 
fume 'to our 'felves a Deity, as if we were 
under no 'Law or Rule; as he is not under 
any, but what he is to himſelf. Herein, to: 
be like God, is the very core and malignity” 
—_— 7. 2, There 
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| 


| 
| 
| 
A, 
| 
| 


F 
? 


{onable Creature doth conſiſt ; and which is 


lof man. 


[the heart of God ). The new Creature, the | 


ſuch things as are of common concernment un- 


| 2. There us a juſt and laudable imitation | 
of God, a likeneſs to him, that is'matter of 
ommand, praiſe, and promiſe, as wherein both | 


the duty, excellency and bleſſedneſs of the rea- | 
in ſome reſpe& inſeparable from the nature ! 


God, as dear Children ( imitators the word 
iS). David is commended as a man after Gods 
own heart '( though but now, we ſaw in an- 
other, with what diſdain. and indignation it 
was reſenred,. that he did et his heart, as 


new Man, the firſt fruits, ( as he is called ) 
the flower of the Creation, is made after 
God. Saints expe&, upon the aſſurance of 
his word, to be more fully ke him, as we. 
fee in the text, and parallel places. Yea, | 
man was made at firſt with a concreate ft- | 
militude to.God, which we know was the 
counſel of Heaven, and the reſult and iflue 
of that counſel, Ger. 1. 26, 27. This is evi- 
dent enough in it ſelf, and needs no more 
words. But to make a further ſtep in this bu- 
fineſs, oblerve-next, | 

3. There can be no allowable imitation of 
any one, but with an exception, as to ſome pe- 
culiarities that may belong to his ſpecial ſta- 
tion, relation, and other circumſtances of the 
condition in which: he ts, or with lunitation to 


We are required to be followers of E 


ph. x. $. 
wLNTH. 


ro bath, *Tis commonly obſerved , how na- 
turally a people form their mahners and 


faſhions to the example of the Prince z and 


F 4 there 
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xemplum: | 
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F wo 
cere rette 


bon HS | 
YzNCepS 


Imper1o | 
Maximus, 
exemplo| 
magor eſt, 
Velleius 


| ſubjects, that is, that concern him ,- ot as he 


To behold the transforming power of his| 


{ mong his people ; *twill be a glory, and can- 


ww « Baczendo | 
\  {JCumque foe 


| the proper appendages .and afts of Soveraign- 


{mentioned 5 but, if he will govern the Fa- 


| 4. There are ſome things ta be found in the 
bleſſed Ged , not ſo inconmunicable and appro- 
Lprrate, but that his Creatures may be ſaid to 


there is no well-diſpoſed Ruler, but would | 
take it well; to be imitated in things that 
are of common 'concernment to him and his 


75 a King, but as he is a Man, or a (briſtiaz. 


own example, where it is ſuch as begets 
a fair and unreproachful impreſs * ; how bes 
virtues circulate (his juſtice, temperance, love 
of Religion), and produce their likeneſs a- 


not but be reſented with ſome delight. We 
caſt an honor upon them whom we imitate : 
for we acknowledg an' excellency in them 
( which is all that honourins imports in the 
firſt notion of it), 'and that naturally is re- 
ceived with pleaſure. But now, ſhould ſub- 
jets aſpire to a likeneſs to their Prince, in 


ty; and becauſe he'is 2 glorious King , they 
will be ſuch tooz and aſſume the peculiar 
cognizances of Regalty; alcend the Throne, 
ſway the Scepter, wear the Crown, enact 
Laws, &c. There cannot be more of du- 
tifulneſs and obſervance in the former imita- 
tioh, than there is of dzſloyalfy and treaſon 
in this, A Father is pleated, to have his 
Son- imitate him , within ſuch limits before- 


Mily, and fill up his room in. all relations, 


this will never be endured. 


bave 
ome 
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3Jome participation thereof with him: and ſo 
tfar, to be truly ike him. This participation 
{cannot . be ##5vecal; as the nature of a li-| 
ving Creature in' general , is equal in ez 
and Brutes, So, it is a {clf-evident Princi-| 
ple, that Nothing can be comman to God and};,,,. n,. 
an inferiour being. Nor is it only an equivocal, |um & 
a participation but .of the ſame name, when ſcreaturam 
he natures ſignified thereby are altogether f''*! 4 
iverſe: But avalogical, in as much as -thef*""*"" 
hings ſpoken, under the ſame names, of God |} 
nd the creature, have a real likeneſs, and} 
Conventency in nature with one another: and | 
hey are in God, primarily; in the creature, 
y dependance, and derivation : in him, efſen- 
tally, as being his very Effence ; in them, but 
Ss accidents , ( many of them )) adventitious 
o their beings; and ſo while they cannot 
be faid to be the ſame things in them, as 
n him, are fitly ſaid to be his /keneſs. 
5- This likeneſs , as it is principally found} 5. 
”n man, among all the terreſtrial creatures, ſo 
ath it, in man, for its ſeat and ſubject, his Soul 
r ſpiritual part. The effe&s of divine wil- 
om, power, goodneſs, are every where vi- | Multzs 
ible, throughout the whole Creation z and fr” ms 
s there 'is no effet, but hath ſomething fant þ- 
n it, correſponding to its cauſe ( wherein h1;les De : 
t was its cauſe; ) fo, every Creature doth, klie ſecun- 


ome way or other, repreſent God. Some # 2” : 
. [OOTY os ii & 
n virtues, ſome in life, fome in being * on aptenti- 


1m, faite ; quia inipſo eft virtus &+ ſaptentia non facia; alfe in quan- 
um ſolkm vivunt, quia alle ſumme & primo vivit; alie fn quantum 
Fo, quia ille ſumme ? & primitus eſt. Aug. 80. queſt. p. (}1ihz) 211- 


"I 


ly, 


ra. 42 


a Th - +” St , > Rzob en, ; 
4 Io. te Hlelſeamels of £ GDECONS. 


y. The waterial world repreſents him, as att 
ie ouſe the builder ;, but ſpiratual beings, as @ 
' 7s Y/*P (child the father *. Ovher Creatures ( as one f 


A tfitly expreſſes it ) carry his footſteps 3 theſe, 
+ P. Mo- [his 2m2ge; and that, ot as. drawn with a 
tines de \pencil, which can only expreſs figxzre and co- 
cognition \lour > but as repreſented in a glafs, which 
_ imitates atFon and motion. To give the pre- 


* Hea- jheminence therefore *in this point to the 
_— 4: [body of man, was a conceit ſo groſs, that 
3c o- jone would wonder 'how it ſhould obtain ,' 
dained is | 

and de. fat leaſt in the Chriſtian world. 


claimed | 
againſt ſo} unworthy thoughts of God. T3 3; f#oy aur? 


dogaToY opIanu'ts, dp purer gavt, drazts Fapnty EC. Maxi- 
mus Tyr. Daſſert. 1. 

The ſame Author warns us to take heed , that we aſcribe 
to God, Mrs 159%, mire 3eawe, wiTe gud mhTE dn" 
a0 T3 Varies Tabs. Ibid. 

Unto which purpoſe is that decantate, Diſtich of Homer, 
"Ou 'yee þiToy, &c. And thar ſaying of Pliny, Qua propter 
efigiem Dep formamque querere ; imbecillitatis humane reor, applt- 
ed by Zanfh. de operibus Dei, And we may ſee much of like 
import aljſedg'd by Natal. Com. lib. 1. p. 13. Which ( by the 
way diſcqvers how flatly oppoſite the. Idolatry, forbidden 
In the ſecynd Commandment, 15 to the light of Nature 1t ſelf. 


Which hagh been alſo the juſt Apology of the Ancient Patrons 
of the Chriſtian cauſe, for the ſimplicity of their worſhip 1n 
this reſpqt : and their not imitating the pompous vanity of 


Pagan Impge-worſhip. -OuSe QYetas -etxopz VaoAtubtrouy 
Gircu 7h WYCAuerTR, aTs wipahy dopeTs Oes x) dT WpATE Ht 
Leypapoplis, 8c Origen, rontr, Celſum. lib. 7, 

To. whigh purpoſe ſee at large Mir. Felix, Nuod ſimulacrum Deo 
neam ? &C, 

And ſupely *tis as 1mprovable againſt the fame piece of 
briſtian [Pagani/m. The uſually ailigned differences would: 
ably be ſewn to be trifling impertinencies, | 


Yet 


—_ 


_ The Bleſedueſ of the Righteous. 


73 


| Yet we find it expreſly charged by Saint 
eLuguſtine upon the Anthropomorphites of old 


Corpus bo. | 
minis nou 
animum 


( or Melitonans, as he calls them, from - one 


5 


as they are fitly ftiPd ) and not likely to 
impoſe upon the waking reaſon of any 
gan. 

| 6. This image or likeneſs of God in the Spi- 
it of man, repreſenting what is communica- 
le in him. 4s either Natural or Moral. There 
is firſ, a natural image of God, in the ſoul 
of man, which is inleparable from it 5 and 
which it can never diveſt it {ſelf of *. Jts 
very ſpiritual immortal nature, it felf, is a 
-epreſentation of his, lts intelle&ive and 
Jeive powers are the image of what we 
re conſtrained to conceive under the noti- 
n of the ſame powers in him. Yea, the 
ame underſtanding, with the memory and 
will, in one ſoul, are thought a lively reſem- 
Jlance of the + Triyune Deity. But there is 
urther a fimilitude of him in reſpe& of mo- 


bout corporal likeneſs, capable of excuſe{see vr. 
by any thing, but that they were a dream|Charleton 


ſe imagi- 


efibus. 


of his 1- 
mage of 
God in 
man- 


6G. 


* Eſt De; 
ſamilitudo 
quedam, 
quam ne- 
mo vivens, 
nife cun 
vita Exits 
z ; quam 
habet ho- 
110 TN V0» 
lens,gn 1n0- 
lens, &c. 
Bernard. 
de vita 
gt 

, 


al * vertues or perfe&ions anſwering to 
hat we _ conceive in him, under that ot:- 
2: His w:/domw ( 1o far as it hath the na- 
ure of a moral vertue ) his wercy, truth, 
27s Fs, propinqua, ſimilitudo , que in virtutibus co 


mit, Ber- 


D. Aug, 

fuſs) lib. 
Io. de 
rinitat. 
Sed e(t 
lia, ma- 


717hte- 
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or parts (as they may be called) of the di- 
vine impreſs upon the ſpirits of men, are 
diftinguiſh'd by ſome (1 ſee. not how pro- 


noting the former; and ſmilitude, the latter : 
an{wering, as is thought, to two Hebrew 


X _ words of the like import *: but the things 


[themſelves are evidently enough diſtin&, viz. 
what perfe&ts the nature of man 1m gene- 
re phyſico, as he is ſuch a particular being 
in the Univerſe : and what perfe&s him, 7 
genere morali, as he is conſiderable in refe- 
[rence to a Law or rule guiding him to ble/- 
ſedneſs, as his end. : 

7. *Tis a likeneſs to God in reſpett of thoſe 
moral excellencies or perfettions, that 1s eſpe- 
cially conſiderable by us, in reference to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, as more immediately relating to 
the ſouls bleſſedneſs im God. By the former 
It hath & potentiality, by the latter an habi- 
tude in reference thereunto. Or ( to uſe 
terms, more liable to common apprehenſion ) 
by the former it hath a remoter capacity, by 
the latter a preſent fitneſs ;, or, as the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it, is made meet to be parta- 
ker of the inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
(1. e. conſidering this likeneſs, as begun in th 
we}. 

8. le what i thus ( mm the ſenſe be. 
fore expreſt ) communicable between God ani 
wan, there are ſome things ſo peculiarly ap 


there can be no formal likeneſs in the crea: 
| + EE ny 


righteouſneſs, holineſs, &&c. Theſe two kinds | 


perly ) by the diſtin names of Image , de- 


propriate to God, as that, in reſpeth of them 


EIBE <4” Aa. a 
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jcontroul from none : place and ſettle their 


ture: .and it would be impions boldneſs to aſ- 
ire thereto, Many things of this kind might 
be mentioned ; I ſhall only inſtance in two, 
wherein there is a manifeſt competition of 
the Apoſtate world with him; and which 
fare therefore more relative to praiſe; His 
Soveraign authority, and his Independency. In 
[theſe while men affect to imitate, they wick- 
edly affront him. And here is the'igreat con- 
troverſie between the sloriots God, and the 
degenerous Children of Men. Every man 
would catch at a Godhead, and either af- 


upon other creatures, viler and more ig- 
noble than himſelf : fnatch the reins of Go-| 
vernment out of Gods hand; and exalt their 
own wills into an abſolutenefs, as liable to 


dependance. on their own wit, power , forti- 
tude, induſtry; or, if that be a more hope- 
[leſs courſe ( for they often find an entire 
{Godhead too much for one creature, and 
tare: therefore conſtrained to parcel it out a- 
mong many ) place their confidences and 
expeCtations in fomething elſe without them : 
do, often, that ridiculous thing, ſo worthy 


ſume it to himſelf, or caſt it, many times, | 


to be hooted at, make the congeſted dirt of 
the earth their truſt, (the righteous ſhall Jaugh 
at him, and ſay, Lo! this is the man that 
truſted in riches ); their wealth, their ſtrong 


is to his Righteous ones. Yet, all the while 
ſelf is the center and end in which all mu 
| meet and terminate, This at laſt carries a- 

way 


Tower; which only the Name of the, Lord 
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Ifa. 46. 8: 


| 


*[and all 'i7 all ? the impreſſion with us 
| muſt be a zothingneſs, and fſelf-emptineſs, en- 


way the aſſumed fitiitious Dejgy, And this? 
thing, that is thus now mad? ke God, is; 
an 1dol (which indeed fignifies ſo much) 
and this imitation of him, wicked Idolatry ; 
than which nothing more debaſes a reaſon- 
able foul, or diveſts man of himſelf; that til 
they redreſs this, they give no proof of their 
being men. | | 

This aſſimilation of our ſelves to God is 
very remote then from being a perfe&ion z 
it is a moſt reproachful deformity : as we 
know imitations, if they be viſtbly affe&ed, 
and ſtrained too far, are always thought ri- 
diculous by wiſe men. Fe 

9. Though, in reſpect of theſe incommunicas- 
ble things , there cannot be'a proper , formal, 
smmediate ſimilitude to God, yet , there ought 
to be a correſpondency ;, which muſt be meaſu- 
red and eſtimated by the conſideration of his 
ſtate, and ours; whence it will appear , that 
what ſo properly appertains to him, and what 
onght to correſpond thereto in us, do apree rol 
each,' upon one and the ſame intervening. rea*: 

on. | | 

f For inſtance, Is he abſolutely Supream , in 
as muck as he is the firſt Being? the cor- 
reſpondent impreſſion with us, . and upon 
the ſame reaſon ,, muſt be a moſt profound, 
humble ſelf-ſubje&tion , diſpoſing our ſouls 
to conſtant obedience to him. Again, Is h 
ſrmply independent , ,as being. ſelf-ſufficient 


gaging us to quit our ſelyes, and live in him. 


Thi 
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is is the only-conformity to. God, which 
with reſpett to his incommunicable excellencies, 
ur -creature-Rtate' can admit. It may be al- 
o ſtiPd likeneſs to him, being a real con- 
1mity to his-Will concerning us, and his 
ery natore as it reſpes us. - We may con- 


nd the ſtamp made by itz Eſpecially, ſup- 
ofing the inequality of parts in the Seal 
to be by the' proraberancy of what muſt for 
the ſignature. In that caſe there would be 
| likeneſs, aliquarenus, that is, ani exaQt cor- 
rar dry tb but what would then be con= 
exe or bulching out in the Seal, would be, 
'ias we know; concave Or hollow in the im: 


cive of it, as of the likeneſs between a Seal, 


preſſion. Such is the proportion- betwee 


mayors and Subjetton, between lelf-ful 


eſs, and ſelf-ermptineſs. Whereas a ſimils 
tude to God, in reſpect of his communicab 
(perfeBtions, i is as that, between the face an 
its piGzre; Where no ſuch difference i is won 
to appear. 

10. Aſſimilation, or conformity to God, 1 
both theſe reſpetts, compoſes that excellept fram 
lof moral perft&tion, -which the divine glory 


that only is capable of bems impreſt by th 
intervening miniſtry of our own underſtand 
ing ; viz. by its Viſton, intimated, as Wa 
formerly obferved, in that of the Apo ſtle 
jWe ſhall be like— for we ſhall ſee bins, &c 


luppole 


L Its natural perfettions are antecedent,.and pre 


10. 


beheld, impreſſes upon the ſont 1, and whic ; ' | ; 
|\#Mmediately conduces to' its ſatisfaftion and” © 
bleſſedneſs. I ſay, moral perfetion, becauſe 


* The. 
Salmn. de 
Deo 1m- 
menſo. | 


1* Which 
-1ſome 
{rhink to 
{be the 
Niphal © 
the ſame 


ſtanding 


| 


[the next thing, according to our order pro- 


'  Aey of the word. And not fo inſiſt on its 
UW : 
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derſtood here. And 1 ſay , both theſe ways ;; 


God, without taking in, together , his per- 
fe&tions of both forts, communicable, and 1:- 
communicable , ( the former whereof muſt' 
ſerve inſtead of a genus; the latter of a 


ſo nor will his impreſs on us be entire , - with- 
out ſomething in it reſpe&ing both; in the! 


{ſenſes already given. . Es 

What it will contribute to fature bleſſed: 
eſs, weſhall ſhortly fee, in its place, when 
we have made a brief enquiry ( which is 


poſed ) concerning 
Thirdly, The ſatisfattion that ſhall berice ac- 


crue. Where it will not be. beſides our pur-: 


poſe, to take ſome notice of the ſignifican- 


affinity to the word uſed for {wearing , or 
rather, being ſworn * ( which; an oath 
being the end of controverſies, and beyond 
which we go-no further , nor expe& more, 


" Itions, and contentions ). Its equal near-| 
neſs to the word ſignifying the. number off. 


the. diffe- 


ent pun-|/evez, is not altogether unworthy obſerva- 
ation of [tion. - That number is, we know, often: uſed! 


the 9. 


in way of teſtifying-z would, the more fitly' 
here repreſent to us the ſoul in its #07-ul- 
r4; having attained the end of all its mo- 


n Scripture, as denoting plenitude and .per- 
eftion; and God hath, as it were, fignalliz'd: 
- it 


dds. 


ſuppoſed., therefore not ſo fitly, to be- uh-| 


for, as we cannot form an entire /dea off 


dfferentia, in compoting the notion of God *):| 


o 


it, by his reft on the ſeverth day :+ and 1 
this were not defignedly pojnted at- here ii 
the preſent. uſe of this word, {( as it muſt be 
acknowledged: to be. frequently .uſed where 
we have no reaſon to think it is with ſuch 
an intendment _) it may yet occaſion us to 
look upon the holy foul now entered. into 
the eternal Sabbath * the reſt of God : -which, 
( ſecluding all refpe&@- to that circumſtance ) 
1s, yet, the very ſubſtance and true riotion of 
the thing it ſelf (to the conſideration where- 
of I now paſs) under the word held forth 
$0 us. IN | 


mum Sabbatum, no! -habens viſperams quod commer, 
745 in primis operibus mundi ; ut legitur, e* requiruit dil 
Dies enim Septimus etiam nos #pſg erimus, quando iþſ 
benediftionum '& ſanitificationum pleni atque refert? 


a Symbo 
1t 1s of 
Gods Sa 
batique 
reſt,: fee 
r. More" 
efence 
his 
hiloſo- 
hical : 
abbal4 
mo” 
Phils. Ti 
4 215.. : 
Erit 208 


vit : Dom: 
| Sept zmo--+ 
SS fUETEMN, 
iþi TVaclad: 


bimus & videbimas, videbemus & amabimis, amabimus 
mus, &c. . Aug. de civit. Det 1, 22.5. Zo. vid.cund.de 
b. 17. Go 4» | 


2s perfeft enjoyment of the moſt perfeft pood : 
the: expletion of the whole capacity of its 
will; the total filling up of that vaſt enlarget 


For this ſatisfaftion; is the ſouls reſt in God; 


> [1udabt 
civit. De: 


appetitez the perfeing of all its deſires in 
delight and joy. Now delight or . joy ( f6 
they differ not, fave that the latter word i 
thought ſotnething more appropriate- to rea 


fonable. nature ) is fitly defined, the reſt 6 


diverſified, only, by the diſtance, or preſence 
of the ſame Objz&: . which, when ?tis di- 
G ſtant, 


the deſiring faculty in the thing deſired *; :De{* Quies: - 
fire and Delight, are but.two ads of Love] -tpetitis: 


71 appetie 
E--.- 
AquiDs 
Sum> 


T7 maxi] 
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ſtant, the Soul, ated and prompted by love, 
deſires, moves,towards it, purſues it ; when 
preſent, and attained, delights in it, enjoys 
it, ſtays upon it, ſatisfies it ſelf in it, ( ac- 
ording to the meaſure of goodneſs it finds 


{there ). Deſire, is therefore, love in motion; 


Delight , is love in reſt: And of this latter, 
Delight or joy, Scripture evidently gives us 
his Notion, He wall rejayce over thee with joy, 
unto which is preſently added as exegeti- 
al ), he will reſt in his love : Which, reſting, 
an be but the ſame thing with, being ſat- 
fied. 

This /at:sfaftion then is nothing elſe but 
he repoſe and reſt of the ſoul amidſt infinite de- 
iohts: its peaceful aquieſcence, having at- 
tained the ultimate term of all its motions, 
beyond which it cares. to g0 no further: 
the ſolace it finds in an adequate full good'; 
which it accounts enough for it, and be= 
yvond which, it deſires no mores reckons 
ts ſtate as good as it can be, and 1s void 
df all hovering thoughts, ( which perfe& 
reſt muſt needs exclude ), or inclination to 
hange. 

And ſo doth this being ſatesfied, not only 
Senerally, ſignifie the Soul to be at reſt; bur 
t ſpecifies that reſt; and gives us a diftin& 
account of the nature of it. As, that it is 
ot a forced wiolent reſt; ſuch as proceeds 
from a beguiled ignorance, a drowſie ſloth, 
a languiſhing weakneſs, or a defire and hope 
of happineſs, by often fruſtrations bafled in- 
fo deſpair, (to all which, the native over 

an 
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and propriety of that word [” ſatisfattion} 
doth ſtrongly repugn). But ir diſcovers it 
to be a zatural reſt; I mean, from an inter- 
7al principle. The ſoul is not held in its pre- 
ſent ſtate of enjoyment by a' ſtrong and vio- 
lent hand: but reſts in it by a connatu- 
ralneſs thereunto : .is attempered to it, by 
its own inward conſtitution and frame. It 
reſts not as a deſcending ſtone , intercept- 
ed by ſomething by the way, that holds 
and ftops it; elſe it would fall further : 
but as a thing would reſt in its own centre 
with ſuch a reſt as the earth is ſuppoſed to 


have in its proper place; that, being hung| 
upon nothing, is yet unmoved ( ponderibud 
librata ſuis ), equally ballanced by its owny 
weight every way. | 
It is a rational judicious reft 3 upon cer- 
| tain knowleds, that its preſent tate is ſim-| 
ply beſt, and not capable of being changed 
for a better. The ſoul cannot be held un- 
der a perpetual cheat, ſo as always to be 
ſatisfied with a ſhadow: It may be fo be- 
fool'd' for a while, but if it remain fatisft- 
ed, in a ſtate that never admits of change 
that ſtate niwſt be ſuch, as commends it ſelf 
to the moſt throughly informed reaſon and 
judgment. : 

It is hence a free voluntary choſen reſt : Such 
as God profeſſes his own to be in Z3on.; This 
bs ”y reſt, here will 1 dwell, for I have deſs- 
red zt. 

It is a complacential reſt, wherein the ſoul 


labides ſteddy, bound only by the cords of 
; G 2 * love 3 


ſal. 132. | | 
[ 4. 
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Pfal.15. 6{love; a reſt in the mid of pleaſantneſs ;) 
DD'VIA The Lord is my portion, the lots are fallen to 
me | im ameniatibus}:; it cannot be more 
fitly cxpreſt than | amidft pleaſantnefles 7 : 
| | | And this ſpeaks, not only what the Plalmiſts) 
| Tcondition was, but the ſenſe, and account he) 
| had of it. That temper of mind gives us| 
| ifome Jdea of that contentfal, ſatisfied abode! 
with God; which the bleſſed ſhall have. He! 

| intimates, how undefirous he was of any] 
ii8 change. Thetr ſorrows ( he told us above ); 
| Vere 4+ | ſhould be multip'zed that haſten after another | 
God. Hercaiter there will 'be infinitely leſs} 
appearance of reaſon for any ſuch thought. | 
ow, it is the ſente of an holy foul, Whom! 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
| 4 deſire on earth beſides thee )q.d. Heaven| 
; | {and Earth yield not a tempting Object, to 
{divert me from thee) : *tis now ſo, at ſome 
!times, when faith and love are in their tri- 
umph and exaltation ( but the Lord knows | 
how ſeldom)! but much more when we ſee | 
| bn as he is, and are ſatisfied with his like-| 
| breſs! | 
| It's an attive vioorous reſt, Aion aboat | 
| the end, ſhall be perpetuated here, though! 
| ation towards it, ceaſes. *Tis the reſt of an 
awak*ned, not of a drowſie, ſluggiſh ſoul; of} - 
a foul ſatisfied, by heavenly ſenſations and 


| 


OY OC OT RT TP on ones: Av 


DONT 


AY tfraitions : not uncapable-of them 3 or that 
| hath its powers bound up by a fſtupifying 
ſleep. 


| | Its the reſt of hope, perfected in fruition, | 
ot loſt in deſpair; of ſatisfied, not defeated 
| | Expecta» 
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expeation, Deſpair may occaſion reſt to a 
mans body, but not to his wind; or a ceſſu 
ton irom farther endeavours, when-th-y are 
conſtantly found vain, but not from rroxble and 
iſquiet : It may ſuſpend from attion, but never 
atufie. | 
This fatisfation therefore ſpeaks borh the 
reality and nature of the fouls reſt in glory : 
that it reſts; and with what k:nd of reſt. 


10: worth 
He wnle 


:1 the fAjs 


nuch agt- 
rated be- 
ween the 
[onifts 
nd Scg- 


its ), 


Whether bleſſedneſs do formally conſiſt in this ſatisfy! 
n. or in the antecedent Viſion : This fatisfa&ion 1 
nſeparable from 1r. and I ſee not how to be excluded 


he joul underflanding, 1. e the mind, knows, "tis the 
oy1ng, z.e. the w211, 1s pleaſed and finds content ; an 
oul be ſully contented, jt js nor bleſſed , and ir zs, by 


A 


Mo more, 


"0 - 
I 


ng fruitt- 


ted jour of its | 
ormal Notion : *ris not v//er, as v2/i9n, bur as [atf}ing, that 
akes us happy ; and to talk of 'the fatisfaftion of plealure 
hich the 414:r/3$2ndive hath in þ199712 18 1a1pid}; 


1 certainly 


while 
foul en- 
1 tt the 
being fo, 


hen it ſaith, Now am I fully ſatisfied, I have cnougly, I defire | 


thi kit. 


0 engage 


pure {fo 
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{Blefſedneſs of the Saints muſt be compoſed, 
abſolutely and ſeverally each from other : We| | 


camara, 


CHAP. V. 


Ingredients of the Saints Bleſſedneſs. 
Where it is propounded, to ſhew par- 
ticularly: 1. What relation Viſion 
hath to Aſtimilation. 2. What both 
theſe have to Satisfaction. The rela- 
tion between the two. former, enqui- 
red into. An entrance upon the much 
larger Diſcourſe, What relation and 
influence the two former have towards 
thethird : What, Vilionof Gods Face, 
or Glory, contributes towards Satis- 
faction, Eſtimated from the confide- 
ration, 1. Of the Objett, the Glory 
to be beheld ;, as "tis Divine, entire, 
permanent, appropriate. 


HUS far have we view'd the parts 
or neceflary concurrents, of which the 


proceed, 
Secondly, To conſider them relatively, viz. 


ther; as they actually compoſe this blefſed 
tate: Wherein we ſhall ſhew OT, : 
. To Se 


The relative conſideration of theſe three | 


in the mutual reſpetFs they bear one to ano/ 


S - + MAC : 
- Fy tees, 
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1. The relation ( by way of influence, and 


courſe, in my way to this. 


ependence) between Y5ſien, and Aſſimila- 
10, | 

Between both theſe and the SatisfaTron that 
n{ues; Which latter I intend more to dwell 


peculative, and leſs improvable ſubje& of Di- 


1. Firſt, It may be conſidered, What re- 
ation there may be between Viſnon of God, 
nd Aſſimilation, or being made like to him 
nd it muſt be acknowledged ( according to 
hat is commonly obſerved of- the mutual 
Hon of the underſtanding and will) that the 
rght of Gad, and likeneſs to bim, do mutually. 
ontribute- each towards other. The fight of 
od aſhmilates, makes the Soul like unto 
im; that likeneſs more diſpoſes. it for. a 
ontinued renewed Viſion. It could neyer 
have attained the beatifical: Viſion of God, 
ad it not been prepared” thereto, by a-gra-! 


pon; and only to touch the former, as a more | 


val previous likeneſs to him *, For righ- 
eouſneſs '( which we have ſhewn qualifies for 
this bleſſedneſs ). conſiſts in a likeneſs to God; 
nd it could never have been ſo prepared, 


for the Viſion of him, 1s excellently expreſt by a.-P1z 
loſopher. A, 
The divine nature, the 73 fo. which. he ſaith 
to. no ſenſe, ( uwirp Se mo Tis (Lyn xannicw 1} 
yz vorgoTdTA Ht KEPOTAT, HK) 45 EITATO, beef] 
14, &c. ) 1s yet viſible, to that in the ſoul, whic 


noble, in reſpeU of a certain fimilitude and cognati 
berween them, May. Tyre 


G 4 


1s liable 
dpoTYTH, 


c / 
_OLLOHTY- 


15 mot 


beauriful,, moſt. pure, moſt perſpicacious, moſt ſebl}me, mc: 


n that 1 
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- [neived-in kyowledg: 


| land muſt lead the way unto being {ihe ; Which 


[we ſhall ſee him, &c. . | 


| gets likeneſs, is antecedent toit, and produttive 


{the intervention. of Viſton.« --' 


Ra not ſome. knowledg of God introduced 


owards him. For the entire frame of the 
new man * made” after the image of God, ts re- 


/ 


- But as, notwithſtanding the circular a&ion 


courſe ſome-where, and the, underſtanding is 
ſually reckon'd the ny£ornw, the firſt mo- 
er, the leading faculty-: So, notwithſtand- 
ing the mutual \influence - of 'theſe two upon 
each. other, ſee;ng hath a natural precedency, 


3s ſufficiently intimated in the- Text, :[ # ſhall 
behold thy. face}, and then [I ſhall be ſatisfied 
mith thy likeneſs ];, and more fully in. that 
parallel Scripture : We ſhall be like him, for 


+, *Erom whence, alſo, and from the very na- 
ture of the thing, we may. fitly ſtate the re-- 
lation of the firſt of-theſe to. the ſecond, to 
be that of: a cauſe to its-effe&t: Sight be- 


of it: -. EY EOIRGSS Boot" s s OE Ws 4 x 
#- That is, The face or glory of God ſeen; that 
glozy in conjunRion- with our Yiſion of #t - 
For .the Viſion: operates not, but according 
to the cfficactouſneſs of the thing ſeen; nor 
can that glory have any ſuch operation, but by: 


:: Tis therefore the: Glory of God ſeen, as 
Teen; that aſſimifates, and impreſſes its like-: 
neſs upon the-: beholding Soul ; and fo its 

Mit ar LS. © 2 cauldity: 


"0 a. 


y* 'r - « 
i 3 2 & £ 4» > of Tf " Cv 
Y | 4 


that conformity.and yielding: bent. of. heart | 


of. the underſtanding and will upon one ano- | 
ther, there muſt be a beginning - of this | 


- ” E 
1 
% . 


[he nul atehe Rohan. 
icaofatity is that of an obje&sve cauſe (which 
whether it belong to the efficient" or final, F 
ſhall not here dilpute ) that operates only as 
it is apprehended : fo introducing its' own! 
| {form and ſimilitude into the ſubje& it works 
pon. Such a kind of cauſe were Facobs 
eaked rods of the produRtion, that enſued 3 
nd ſuch a cavſe'is atiy thing whatever, that 
egets' an impreſſion upon an apprehenſive 
ubjet, by the mediation and miniſtry, whe- 
her: of the 'fancy or underſtanding. This 
ind of cauſality the word hath in its re- 
ewing transforming work; and the Sacra- } 
ents, wherein they are cauſal of reaF pbyſi- 
cal mutations 'on the Subjefs ' of them.” 'So 
uch of the Image of God as is here impreft 
upon ſouls by Goſpel-diſpenſations, fo much 
s impreſt of his glory. The work: of grace } 

is glory © begun. -- Een 
- ' And now, as glory nal, and progreſſive 
in this life enters at the 'eye---( beholding as 
in a glaſs the glory' of the Lord, we are; 
changed *) 1o doth perte&-and conſummate 
islory- in the other life. For we have no fea- 
{on to imagine to 'our ſelves any alteration | 
in the natural order the powers of the ſoul have 
towards each other, by its paſling*into a ſtate 
of glory. *- Eo ie? bez FA 
- The Object ſeen, is unſpeakably efficacious ; 
the Ac of intuition is fill of. truely vigour 5 
| the Subjech was prepared; and in a dipoſi- 
4 tion betorez and, What ſhould hinder, * but | 
this: glorious effet ſhould immediately en- | 
ive? as the-Sun ng ſooner puts up his head |. 
3 ft, * T8 REF A, above 


_Y 
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above. the Hemiſphere, but all the vaſt ſpace, 
'whither it can diffuſe its beams, is preſently 
transformed into-its likeneſs, and turned into 
2 Region of Light. _ 


ry thing of fin, for ever to vaniſh out of the 
awaking ſoul; and an entire frame of holi- 


ſight. of..the. face of God? One ſight of his 


rity makes it; pure; one ſtght of his lovelineſs 
urns . it. into. love: and ſuch a ſight always 
emaining, the impreſs remains always actually 
beſides; that it is in it {elf moſt habitual. and 
permanent in the ſouls now confirmed ſtate ) 
{freſh and. lively. 


jon a wicked foul, when it awakes; and the 


otherwiſe diſpoſed, and therefore as the Sun 
;enlightens not the inward parts of an imper- 
vious dung-hill, but it enlightens air ; fo 
the ſight of God transforms and aflimilates 
at laſt, not a wicked, but-it doth a godly 
oul. That which here makes the greateſt 
ifference, in the temper ' of the ſubje&, is 
Love. I look upon. the face of a ſtranger, 
d it woves me not 5 but upon ia friend, 
nd his. face preſently travforms mine into a 
ively cheerful aſpe&. (As anzron ſharpens iron, 
a doth the face of a man his friend; puts a 

ſharp- 


lorious Majeſty preſently ſubdues, and works 
It to a:full ſubjetion;, one fight of his pu- | 


The Objeft hath quite another aſpe& up-. 


att of ſeeing is of another. kind: therefore | 
no_ ſuch effe:t follows. Beſides, the ſ/abjett is. 


What more can be wanting to cauſe all | 
the darkneſs of Atheiſm, carnality, and eve- 


neſs to ſucceed : but one ſuch transforming |. 
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arpnels and a quickneſs into his Tooks ). 


dmits his influences and impreſſions, is eaſi- 
y moulded, and wrought to his will, yields - 
0: the transforming power of his appearing 
lory, There is no reſiſtent principle re-- 
aining, when the love of God is perfe&-: 
d in it; and fo overcoming is the firſt ſight 
f his glory upon the awaking ſoul, that 
t perfeas it, and ſo, his likeneſs, both at 
nce. 

But enmity fortifies the ſoul againſt him, 
as with bars and doors; averts it from him 


which fills it with eternal deſpair and rage, 
and inwraps it in 1the blackneſs of darknefs 
for ever. rept 

2. Both the Y:ſion of God, 'and likeneſs 
to him, muſt be. conſidered in their relatior | 
to the conſequent ſatisfattz;or, and the influ- 
ence they have in order thereto. 'I'fay, both | 
or though this {atisfaion be not. expreſly, 
and direaly referred by the-letter of the 
Text, to the ſight of Gods face; yet-its re- 
lation thereto, in the nature of the thing, is 
{ſufficiently apprehenfible and. obvious: - both} 
mediate, in reſpe& of the influence: it bath 


mediate, ( which we are now to-conſider._);]: 
as it is ſo highly. pleaſurable in it-ſelf 5 and 


The ſoul that loves God, opens it ſelf to him, | 


arries with it an horrid guilty conſciouſneſs; | 


towards the ſatisfying affimilation.z and aw-|_ 


is plainly enough intimated 72 the. Text : be- 
ing. applied, in the ſame-:breath, to a thi 
ſo immediately and intimately conjunct with 


poſin 


this Viſion, as, we find it is. Moreover, ſup-| - 


od * 
& tn dt. te ects ect 


I En 


_% 


_——— — ROT. _—_—  — — 


yenqes reading of the Plalmiſts words, 


| ako Slofedueſeof obe Righteous, | 


poſing, that [ likeneſe } here, do ( as it hath | 


been granted it may ) ſiznific objettive glory | 


ore we ſhall ſhew, 


Ho as well as ſubjeive, and repeat what is 
ontained in the former expreſſion, [ the face 
f God |, the reference fatisfaftion hath to 
his viſion ( which the re-miention of its ob- 
et, though under a varied form of expreſſi- 
n, ſuppoſes) will be more expreſs : There- 


1. What the viſion of the divine glory 
ontributes to the ſatisfa&tion of the bleſſed : 
oul, and what felicity it muſt needs take 


Nerein: Which cannot: but be very great, | 


hether we reſpeR, 


| or, | 
 ( The a&@ of viſion, or, intvition it ſelf. 


3. 2.22, this paſſage, renders it thus, Thou haſt filled, 


' 1, The Objett, the glory beheld : What a | 


eſence;, and, What makes this preſence ſo 
vous, but the pleaſant brightneſs of this 
ace'? To be #7 the preſence of any one, and 
efore his face, ( in conſpetta ), are equivalent. 
xpreſſions :* therefore 'the Apoſtle quoting 


ie with gladneſs, by thy [countenance]: Now. 


Fe glory ſeen, the object of this viſion : | 


_— 
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| holy Soul zow enters the divine Shechinahj Verſe: 


{ing the glory of the Temple ) is prefentec 


Im this slorious preſence, or within view of 
the face of God, is [ fulneſs] of joy, 5. e 
joy unto ſatisfattion. And the Apoſtle Zud 
ſpeaking of zh# preſence under this name [4 | 
preſence of glory ] tells us of an exceeding joy} *2/:yw71 
2 jubilation ( an «yaaizors ) that ſhall at} 75 4519 
tend the prefentment of Saints there, The 


the Chamber of Preſence of the great King 
the habitation of his holineſs and glory, th 
place where his honour awelleth, Here his glor 
ſurrounds it with incircling beams: *tis 6b 
fet with glory, therefore ſurely allo filPd wit 
Joy- When the vail is drawn aſide; or we 
are within the vail; in that very preſenc 
whither Feſus the forerunner is for us entres 
( through that path of life ), O the ſatisfy 
ing overcoming pleaſure of this ſight! Now 
that, is to us revealed, or unvailed glory 
which was hiddez before. Here the glory gzek. 5; 
ſet in Majeſty (as the expreſſion is; concernj 


to view openly and without umbrage. Goc 
is now no longer ſeen through an obſcuring 
mediuni. They are not now ſhadowed glim 
merings, tranſient, oblique glances, but thi 
dire&t beams. of . full-ey'd glory that ſhing 
upon us. The ditcovery of this glory is th 
ultimate produ& of that infinite wi/dom anc 
love, that have heen working from ereF12t 
and for ſo many thouſand years, through al 
the ſucceſſions of time, towards the heirs 0 
ſalvation. The ls and compleat iſſue of th 
| great atchievments, ſharp conflifts, glorious 
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Heb. 11, 


1216, 


| victories, high merits of our mighty Re- 
| deemer. Al 
| Heaven ( the laying of this glory as it were 


theſe end in the opening of} 


common ) to all believers. - This is the upſhot,; 
and cloſe of that great defign : Will it nor 
( think ye ) be a ſatisfying glory ! The full 


| bleſfſedneſs of the redeemed, is the Redeemers| , 


reward. He cannot be ſatsfied in ſeeing his 
ſeed, if they ſhould be unſatisfied. He can- 
not behold them with content, if his heart 
tell himi not, that he hath done well enough 
for them. | God would 'eyent-be aſhamed to 
be called their God, had he not made pro-| 
viſion for their entertainment worthy of a 
God. ?Tis the ſeaſon of Chriſts Triumphs, 
and Saints are to enter into. Hs joy. "Tis 


Gods works from the Creation of the world, 
when he ſhall purpoſely ſhew himſelf in his 
moſt adorable Majeſty, and when Chriſt ſhall 
appear in his own likeneſs ( he appeared in 
another likeneſs before ); ſurely glory muſt 
be in its exaltation in that day. But take 
a more diftin& account, how grateful-a fight 
this glory will be, in theſe following party 
culars, | 
1. It is the Divize glory, - Let your hearts 

dwell a little upon this conſideration. *Tis 
the Glory of God, 5, e. the glory which the 


he contemplates in himſelf, and which rayes 
from him to his Saints ?tis the felicity of the 
divine Being. It fatisfies a Deity, Will it not 
a worm? *Iis a glory that reſults and —_ 

rom 


the appointed jubilee, at the finiſhing. of all} 


bleſſed God both enjoys and affords, which | 
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here | mainly intend )) ; the beauty of his own 
face, the Juſtre of Divine perfe&ions ; every 
Attribute bears a partz all concur to- make 
up this glory. : 

And here pretermitting thoſe which are leſs 
liable to our apprehenſion ; his Eternity, Im- 
menſity, Simplicity, &c. ( of which, not- ha= 
ving their like in us, we are the more unca- 
pable to form diſtin conceptions ,' and 60n- 
ſequently of perceiving the pleaſure, that we 
may hereafter upon the removal of other tm- 
pediments, find in the contemplation of them), 
let us bethink our {elves, how admirable and 
raviſhing the glory will be, | 

1. Of his unſearchable wiſdow, which hath 
glory peculiarly annext, and properly belong- 
ing to it. Glory is as it were, by inherl- 


| tance, due to wiſdom, The wiſe ſhall in- 
herit glory. And here, now, the bleſſed Souls Job 12. 


behold it in its firſt ſeat, and therefore in 
its prime glory : wiſdom, counſel, underſtand, 
ing, /are {aid to be with him; as if no where 
elſe. Twice we have the Apoſtle deſcribing 
glory to God, under the notion of on 
wiſe, which is but an acknowledging him 
Slorious in this reſpe&t. Wiſdom, we know 


sntellefFual nature : whether as it rclates to 
Jſpeculation,when we call it knowledg ; or ation, 


' | when *tis prudence. 


How pleaſant will the contemplation be, 
of the divine wiſdom, in that former Notion ! 
When in that glaſs, that ſpeculum #ternitatss, 

we 


From him ; and in that ſenſe alſo divine Cwhich 


| 


Prov. 3.35 


ty Om. 16, 


7. ; 
Tim, IO 


is the proper and moſt connatural glory. of #7* 
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we ſhall : have the lively view of aff that 
truth, the knowledg whereof can be any 
way poſhble and grateful to ' our natures; | 
and #72 bis light, ſee light! When all thoſe 


vaſt treaſures of wiſdom and knowledg, | 


'C which already' by their alliance to Chri/?, 
Saints are intereſted in ). ſhall lye open to | 
us! When the tree of Knowledg ſhall be 


| without encloſure 3 and the'moſt voluptuous 


Epicuriſm, in reference to it,.. be innocent }| 


Where there ſhall neither be luſt, .nor forb:d- 
| den fruit; no withholding of deſirable knows 
ledg, nor affettation of undeſirable ! When 
the pleaſure of ſpeculation ſhall be, without 
the zo; ; and that maxim. be eternally an- 
tiquated, that Jncreaſed kyowledg increaſes 
ſorrow! © Hg I nY 

As to the other notion of it > How can it be 
leſs grateful to behold the. wiſdom that made, 
and govern'd the world? that compaſt ſo 
great deſigns : and this, no longer, in its 
 effes,, but in,it ſelf? Thoſe. works were ho- 
nourable and glorious, ſought of all them that 
have pleafure.in them : What will be the glory 
of their cauſe? It. would gratifie lome mens 
curioſity to behold the unuſual motion. of 
ſome rare automaton; but an ingenious per- 
ſon would, with much more pleaſure, pry 
into the ſecret Springs of that motion; and | 
obſerve its inward frame, and parts, and their 
dependence, 'and order to each other. *Tis 
comely to behold the exterior ceconomy of 
a well-goverm'd people z when great affairs 
are, by orderly conduct, brought to happy 


ifues 3 


— T = 
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|. and ſich maxims to the incident caſes; to have 
known all the reaſons of Rate; heard debates 3 


profound Wiſdom look®d into; How will it 


to have a perfe(t model, of the deep thoughts 


| lineſs to the Obje&t of this Viſion: Power 


of parts. So muſt there he: a coacurrence 


ifſues Y but to have been at the helm ; to have 
ſeen the pertinent, proper, application of ſuch 


obſerv*d; with what great ſapacity, inconveni- 
encies have been foretcen; and with what dili- 
gence prevented : would much more pratifie 
an enquiring Genius. ' | 

When the Records of Eternity ſhall be expo- 


{ed toview; all the counſels arid reſults of that 


tranſport! When it ſhall be diſcern'd, Lo! 
thus were the defigns laid ; here were the apt 
Jjun&tures , . and admirable dependencies of 
things: which, when a&ed upon the ſtage of 
the world, feem'd ſo perplext, and crofs fo full 
of myſterious intricacy ? : 

If Saint Paul were 1o raviſht at thoſe more 
obſcure appearances of divine wiſdom, which 
we find him admiring, Roms. 11. 33, O the 
aepths | &c.. What ſatisfa&tion will it yield; 


and counſels of God, preſented to open view ! 
How is the happineſs of Solomons Servants mag- 
nified, that had the priviledg continually to 
Rand before him, and hear his wiſdom ! But this 
happineſs will be proportionably greater , as 
Solomons God is greater than he. - 

2, The glory of his Power will add come- 


duly placed and allay'd is lovely. Beauty 
conſiſts much in a Symmety or proportion 


of divine perfeRions, to compoſe and make 
U 
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up the beautitul complexion of his face 5 to 
give us a right aſpett, the true Idea of God, 
And here his power hath a neceſſary ingre- 
diency, How incoherent, and diſagreeing 
with it ſelf, were the notion of an zmporent 
God? His power gives lively ſtrokes to 
his glory. *Tis called glorious power, or 
the power of glory: Yea, *tis ſimply called 
glory it ſelf; The Apoſtle tells us {briſt,wwas 


| Father, when *tis plain he means [ power ] - 


according to the riches of hy glory to be 
ſtrengthened with -zght, &c. How frequent- 
ly are power and glory aſcribed to him in con- 
union ? intimating that, 4 he is powerful, 
he is glorsous. And certainly, even ths £lory) 
cannot but caſt a grateful aſpe& upon the 
blefſed Soul, and be infinitely pleaſant to be- 
hold. What triumphs doth it now raiſe in 
Sracious Spirits, to behold the exertzons 
of it tn his works; to read its deſcriptions ir: 
his word, while as yet he' holds back the face 
of hiz throne , while the countenance of in- 
throned Majeſty cannot be ſeen; when 10 
little a portion is heard: of him, and the 
thunder of his power ſo little, underſtood ! 
The infinitely fainter Rayes of this power 
in a creature; power in that unſpeakable di- 


carious power, when *tis innocently uſed, . is 
obſerved with pleaſure : Here is power in the 
throne, power in its chief and higheſt ſeat ; 

eſſen- 


And the ſame Apoſtle prays, on the behalf: 
. | of the Epheſians, that God would grant them. 


minution- and abatement ; that derived, pre- | 


raiſed from the dead by the [ glory ] of the |. 
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eſſential, and ſelf-originated power z the root 
and fountain, the very Element of power 
power in its proper ſcituation , in its native 
Place, to which 'it belongs. God hath ſpoken|Pſal. 62. 
once, twice have I heard this, that power bes[*+ 
longeth unto God. It languiſhes in a Crea- 
ture, as in an alien Subjet. If I ſpeak 0 
rength; lo be is ſtrong ( ſaith Fob ). q. d. 


df; Here is the power that deſerves the 
ame, that is ſo indeed. How ſatisfying a 
pleaſure will this afford, to contemplate this 
radical power ? this all-creating , all-rulin 
power ? the principle of all ation, motion, 
and life, throughout the whole Creation? 
{This will be as natural a pleaſure, as th 
hild takes in the Mothers boſom, and in 
2mbracing the womb that bare it. How grate 
ful to behold, whence the vaſt frame of na- 
ure ſprang! what ſtretcht out the Heavens, 
Rabliſhed the Earth, ſuſtained all things! 
what turned the. mighty Wheels of Provi- 
dence, throughout all the ſucceffions of time !] 
hat ordered, and changed times and ſea- 
ons; chained up Devils, reſtrained the out- 
: ages of a tumultuous world, preſerved Gods 
ittle Flock ! eſpecially, what gave Being to] _ 
he new Creation, ( The exceeding greatneſs|Ept-:1.19; 
power that wrought in them: that believed,&c.)[20. 
what made hearts love God, embrace a _Sa-ſ 
jour ! what it was that overcame their own, 
ind - made them a willing people in that me-[3 
morable day! | A {| 
How delightful a contemplation to - think, 
| —_ FS 


a Of As 47-1 4 tad 
S $6” 


The Blefeaneſs of the ighteom.. © 


* .* Ible 


with ſo inlarged an underftanding,, of the 
poſſible effe&ts of this power 3 and fo far a 
a creature can range into infinity, to view 
inunnerable creations, in the creative. powyey 01 
God! | fi 

And yet how pleaſant to think, not on 
ly -of the extents, but of the reſtraints 6 
this power 3 and how, when none. could 
limit, it became ordinare, and did limit it 
felf; that, fince it could do fo much, it did 
no more ; turned not ſooner a degenerous 
world into flames: withheld it ſelf from pre- 
mature revenge, that had abortiv*d the womb 
of Love, and cut off all the hopes of this] 
blefſed Eternity that is now attained ! This 
alſo ſpeaks the greatneſs of power: Let the 
power of my Lord be great, according as thou haſt 
ſpoken, the Lord ts gracious, long-ſuffering, &c. 
"his was his mightieft power, whereby. he 
[overcame timſelt: Fortor eff qui ſe, Sc. 

3. And what do we think of the raviſh-! 
ing aſpe&s of his Love / when it ſhall, now, 
be open-fac'd, and have laid afide its vail ! 
when his amiable ſmiles ſhall be checkered 
with no intermingled frowns; the lipglit of 
that pleaſing countenance be obſcured. by no 
intervening cloud ! when goodneſs ( which is 
love iſſuing into benefaQion, or doing good) 
[grace, (which adds freenefs unto goodneſs ) 
mercy ( which is grace towards the" thilerg- 

4 ſhall conſpire in their diftin, arid va- 
riegated appearances to ſet off each, other, 
and enhance the pleaſure of the admiring 
foul! when the wonted doubts ſhall all ceaſe, 
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and. thedifficulty vaniſh, of reconciling (once 
necellary ). fatherly ſeverity with Love ! when 
he oll eud ſhall be unfolded to the life, 
of thar-deicription of the divine nature, God 
1s Zove :. andthe foul be no longer put to 
read the love of God in his name ( as Moſes 
yas when the ſzght of his face could not yet 
e obtained ); ſhall not need to ſpell it by 
letters and ſyllables; but behold it in His 


Eſſential it is to the divine Being ! how glar 
rious. will, this appearance of God be, ( we, 
now, hear ſomething of the glory of his grace!) 
and how ſatisfying the. tuition of that glo- 
Ty! Now is, the proper ſeaſon for the full 


hath been long expeRed,, and lo, now,'*tis 
dawned upon the awakening foul: It's now 
called forth; irs ſenſes unbound; all its pow- 
ers infpirited, on purpoſe, for love-viſiens 
and cenjoyments ; *tis now. to- take its fl of 
loves. The Apoſtles extatical-prayer is now 
an{wered to, the higheſt degree poſſible. with 
refpe& to. ſuch. an one. He. is, now, accord- 
ug to Shyroghes of diyine glory., ſtrengthened 
with might, by the Spirit, in the. iyner mati--- 
to. comprehend with all Saints, what is the 
breadth, audiength, andaepth, and height; to 
know that- love that paſſeth knowleds, &c. He 


very nature it ſelf, and ſee how intimately 


exerciſe. and. diſcovery. of Love. This day | 


Eph, I. 6, 


ph.3.15, 
18, IJ. 


: 


ſhall now. no longer. ftand amazed , ſpend- 
ing his. guefles, What manner of love this ſhoul 
be; and expecing fuller diſcoveries, furthe 
effes. of it, that did net. yet appear : butſee 
the utmoſt, all. that ry {oul can bear,. or wi 
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to ſee. - He hath now traced home the rivu- 
lets to their fountain, the beams to. the very 


jSun of Love. He hath got the proſpe&, at 
laft, into that heart, where the'great thoughts] 


of love were lodg'd from everlaſting ; where 
all its counſels and deſigns were formed. He 
ſees what made God become a man; what 
cloathed a Deity with humane fleſh; what 
made Eternity become the birth of time 
( when come to its parturient fulneſs) ; what 
mov*d the heart of the Son of God to pitch 
his Tabernacle among men; what: engaged 
him to the enterprize of redeeming ſinners 5 
what mov*d him ſo earneſtly to conteſt with 
a periſhing world, led him at laſt to the 
Croſs, made him content to become a facri- 
fice to God, a ſpeacle to Angels and men, 
in a bitter reproachful death, inflited by 
the Sacrilegious hands of thoſe whom he 


| was all this while deſigning to ſave. The 


amazed ſoul now fees 'into the: hottom' of 
this deſign; underſtands why it felf was not 
made a prey to Divine Revenge : whence it 
was, that it periſh'd not in its enmity againft 
God; that he was not provoked 'by the ob- 
ſtinacy of its diſobedience, and: malice of its 
unbelief, beyond the poſhhbility of an atone- 
ment; why he ſo long ſuffered its injurious 
neglets of him, and unkind repulſes of 'a 
merciful Saviour ; and perſwaded, till at laſt 
he overcame, made the averſe heart yield, 
the careleſs diſaffeRed ſoul cry out, Where 

is my God ? Now a Chriſt or I periſh'? All 

this is now reſolved into love : And the a- 
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4. Nor will the glory of holineſs be leſs | 
fo 5 remor that great Attribute which even 


t 


| fin a remote deſcent from its original, is fre- | 
quently mentioned with the adjun@ of beau- 
Ties, What lovelineſs will thoſe beauties add 5þ &c. 


x0 this bleſſed face ! 


| Not here to inſiſt ( which is beſides my 
purpoſe ) upon the various notions of holi- 
neſs: Real holineſs Scripture ſtates in purity,  Cor.7.r. 


[ 
£ 


lency. 


[of the reſt. 


| 


H 4 


| oring ſoul Tees how well the effec E5 apree to 


{their cauſe, andare owned by it. Nothing but 
eaven it ſelf that gives the ſenſe, can give the 


um alienation from fin; *tis ſet in oppoſiti- 
jon to all filthineſs, to all moral impurity z 
and in that: notion it beſt agrees to God, 
and comprehends his righteouſneſs, and vera- | 
city, and, indeed, whatever we-can conceive 
in him, under the notion of a moral excel- 


: 


. This may therefore be ſtiPd a tranſcenden- 
tal attribute, that as it were runs through the 
reſt, and caſts a glory upon every one: *Tis an | 
attribute of attributes ; Thole are fit predica- 
tions, holy power, holy truth, boly love, &c. And} 
ſo it is the very luſtre, and glory of his other | 
perfeftions; He # glorious in holineſs, Hence 
in matters of greateſt moment, lie is, ſome-j11. 

times, brought in Swearing by: his holineſs,{P(al. 89. 
( which he is not wont. to do by any one ſingle 
attribute), as though it were a fuller expreſſion 
jof himſelf, (an ad«quatior conteptus) thanany 


What 


xod .15 


_. 
Amos 4 «» 


s 


> 


'obte 


1 Sat 6. 


love each other, becauſe holy, and bate them- 


What is of ſo oreat an account with him, 
vill not be of leaſt account with. his holy 
nes, when they appear in his glorious pre- 


to: his 3 the likeneſs of it, And as theig be- 
olding it, forms' them into that likenefs 3 ſo 
hat likeneſs makes them capable of behold- 
ns it with pleaſure, Divine holineſs doth, 
zeen the language of ſinful duſt, Who cat 


ppeared armed with terrors, guarded with 
ames, and the Divine Majeſty been repre- 


ions fin and guilt' naturally beget : The ſin- 


ew man is put on, created after God, and 
hey, who were darkneſs, are made light in 


: cceptable to them, than as he is the Foly 
076. They love his | Law, becauſe holy ;'and 


toes, becauſe they are no more ſo. Holi- 


ad it in an Qrdinance, meet it in a Sab- 


ence. | Their own holineſs 1s a conformity | 


ow, more' raviſh than affinght. This bath ; 
and before this boly God ? when holineſs hath 


efited as a conſuming fire. Such apprehen- 


ers of Sion were afraid. But fo far as the 


the Lord, he'is not under any notion 'niore 


neſs hath ſtill a pleaſing aſpe& when they] 


bath z every glimpſe of it is lovely. But 


God himſelf been celebrated even by Saints 
on earth? Who is a God like unto thee, glo 

rious in holineſs! There is none holy as th 
Lord, for there is none beſides thee. Sing un: 
fo the ' Lord, all ye Saints of his, and giv 
thanks at the remembrance of his holineſs, What 


” 


with what triumphs hath the holineſs off 


_ thoughty | 
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eyes can behold that glory 5 when t 56 iy. 
mediately look qn - the archetypal ho holin 
of which their Fn is but the mage w 


aita & ſperata, ranting ignem. defbderii excitat.': Q4id 
remota welo, ut oft” in” ſe. conſpicitur ? Onnind 3d facie 
te” voluptatis allins Fnebiiats, nequt velimus; neque "po 
unttum temporis; oculos ah ea divertere, de. 
tis ad Deym, grad. 2» 


can. view that glorious pattern, "the! were. 
ſo lon "s in framing to? How} 19 fu ly will 
the en fall in with the reſt. 0 


ſure of this ſight ; when the «v72 xaxvs, the 
firſt pulchritude, the original beauty. offers it 


| ſelf to view! Holineſs is intelleftudl beauty | 


Divine. holineſs. is the moſt. perfeR,. and the 
meaſure of all, other : And oh t is ' the plea; 
{ure and. ſatisfaftion, of. which, we ſpeak, 
but, the perfeQion and: reſt, of, love? Now 
Love, as love, reſpe&s, and-cq ngges y a Pol 
chritude in its object. And, þ 5 Ie. moſt 


mortal pulchritude, that cannot. be declarea 1 
Heathens * expreſſions 7 cr it-), h 

can it but perſettly, and eternal ad} 
latisfie ? 7 


e hea- 
venly hoaſt; and join in the ſame ; a oration 
and rails in the ſame acclamation, and 
triumphant ſong, , Holy, holy, holy, Lord God | 
of Sabaoth ! How unconceivable' is. the plear 


perfect. alehvitude. the cial, and - im-|** 
by. words, or ſeen: with eyes, C they. AE, jan 
plzaſe an | 


Mas. 
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1* Plato zn 
 IPhadro 
paſſim. 
(Though 
he there 


= 
1Ee 
things 
as the 


memoirs | ſh 


jof his 


{we are delivered from the body, ( which 


i- jour ſelves pure, in the pure light: Then 
{have we. the view of the bright ſhining pul-| 


- Idisſhevel\d beams : we 


4 


| And we are told by the great Pagan The- | 
ologue *,, in what fate we can have the fe- 
licity of that ſpetacle. Not in our preſent 
ſtate; when we have, indeed, but obſcure 
repreſentations, of ſuch things as are, with 
ſouls of higheſt excellency : But when we 


are affociated to the bleſſed quire T. When 


we now carry about, as the Oyſter doth its 
bell * ). . When we are no longer ſenſible 
of the evils of time. When we wholly ap- 
ply our ſelves to that bleſſed Viſion; are ad- 
mitted to the beholding of the ſimple per- 
manent fights; and behold them, + being | 


chritude, &c. 
Fetgob oy]egy 1dAACG Abies 


2. It is "an entire or united glory. We 
have ſomething of the divine glory ſhining, | 
now, upon ,us: but the many interpoſitions 
cauſe a various: refra&tion of its light. We 
have but its diſperſed Faves, it's ſcattered, | 

| all then have it 
perfe& and full, *Tis the eternal glory we 
are hereafter to behoid. 

Eternity ('as the notion of it is wont 
to be ſtated ) is a duration that excludes 


Succeſſion, 
and 
End. 


= 


And| 


both 


— 


_ i 


1 
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1C though it is more difficult to apprehend 
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"And if it be an. unſucceſſive duration , 


how the being or enjoyments of a creature 
can come under that menſuration, or how 
there can be any ſuch), the glory preſented 
to the view of a blcſſed Soul, cannot: be 
reſented by parcels, but at once. 
our temporary ſtate, while we are under 
he meaſure of time, we are not capable of ; 
the fulneſs of bleſfedneſs, or miſery; for 
ime exiſts not all together, but by parts. 
And indeed we car neither enjoy, nor ſuffer 
ore, at once, than can be compaſt within 
ne moment; for no more exiſts together. 
ut our relation to eternity ( according to 
{this notion of it-) will render the ſame in- 
ariable appearance of glory, always pre- 
entaneous to us, in the entire fulneſs of 
lit. We read indeed* of certain »pegiuaa 
ie, afterings of Faith ( as it may be fig- 
ificantly enough rendred, let but-.the no- 
wvelty of the. exprefſion be pardoned ), 
things lacking we read it ; but there will be 
ere no vus:giud]e En, afterings of Flory. 
What is .perfe& admits no increalz 3 ..?tis 
lready full: and, Why ſhould. not a full 
lorify ſatisfie? There's here no- expeRati- 
on of (greater ) futzre, to abate the plea- 
ure of preſent diſcoveries : Why therefore 
all not this, ſatrsfatFios be conceived full 
nd perfet? It muſt be the fulneſs of 
+ 


3. "Tis permanent glory 3 a never fading, 


* In F Eten 


nwithering glory, (46 9aphe, djpudgey]o; ) glo* þ« Pet. 1.3; 
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, ry that- will never. be ſullied, or obſcured, 


le. 66.14, 


pou 16: b 


uw 


never be in a declination. This blefled, 
face never grows old; never any wrinkle 
hath place in it. *Tis the eternal glory ( in 


the other part of the notion of eternity ), 
S it imports an endleſs duration, neither 
ubjet to decay, in it ſelf, nor to injury, 
r impairment from without. As ſtable as 
he divine Being; [ Thy God, thy Glory. 
he Lord by everlaſting light] : If that have 
true ſenſe with reipe& to any fate. of 


the Church militant on earth , it muſt necds| 


ave. a more Full ſenſe, in reference to, it 
riumphing in heaven, As, therefore, full 
ntire glory affords fulneſs of joy. ; perma= 
zent,everlafting glory, affords 0x wah # evVer- 
ore. | ag OS 
4. An appropraate glory, even to them. 'tis 
k 3 a glory wherein they are really intere{ 
led, *Iis, 


The glory of their God, | 
} And their happineſs is. deſigned, to 
them from it. Bs 


They are not unconcern'd in it, as *tis 
the glory of God, It cannot bot be grates- 
ful to them, to behold- the. ſhining glor 
f their. God, whom they feared,. and ſer 
ed before, while they could have no ſuch 
ght of him. That glory of his was, once, 
nder a cloud, concealed from the world, 
yrapt up in obſcurity: It, now, breaks 
the cloud, and juſtifies. the fear and; reve 
COB, ANC JU pat 
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rence of his Faithful and Loyal Servants 
againſt Atheiſtical Rebels, that feared him 
not. *Tis infinitely pleaſing to. ſee þsm noi 
fo glorious, whom they thought to have 
slory beyond all their conceptions before 
while others would not think ſo of him 
but judg'd it ſafe to ſlight, . and ſet him ai 
nought. SubjeRts ſhare in their Princ 
BIOrYs Children in their Fathers. But be- 
ides that collateral intereſt, that intereſt by 
fefleftion, 


Slory. A. true and real right : upon a ma- 
vifold title, The Fathers gift, Sons purchaſe, 
Holy Ghoſts obſignation, and earneft ; The 


Fore-runners prepoſſeſſion: Yea, *cis their 
theritance;, they are Children, and there- 
fore Heirs, , Heirs of God, and joint-Heirs 
with Chriſt, to the ſame glory with him, 
They are, by him, received to the glory 
zf God, called to his. Kingdom and glory, 
Will it not contribute exceedingly to their 
atisfation, when they ſhall look upon | this 
lory, not as unconcerned fpeators, but 
$ intereſſed perſons; Thu i« my happineſs, 
o bebold and enjoy this bleſſed God? What 
| . rapturous expreſſion is that, God onr 
win God ſhall bleſs us, and that, Thy God 
hy glory ! Upon intereſt in. God, follows 
heir intereſt in h# glory and bleſſedneſs 
hich is ſo mwch the dearer, and more 


aluable, as it i theirs: Their glory, from| 
A cheer 


| They have a more dire& intereſt in this 


Promiſes tender; their Faiths acceptarice; I; 


om.?. 
I”. | 
h. 18, - 
x Thel. 2. 
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Monſieur 
de Rentl. ; 


| << penetrated with Jy God, and my all: 1 


their own God; Drink, waters out of their 
own well, How endeating a thing is pro- 


ipriety ! Another mans fon is ingenious, 
comely, perſonable, this may be a matter of 


envy; but mine owpn # ſo, this is a joy, I 


France *, that receiving a Letter from ' a 
friend, in which were inſerted theſe words, 
Demus mens, & omma:;, My God, and my all - 
he thus returns back to him, I know not 
« what your intent was, to put into your 
< letter theſe words, Demi menus, & omniaz 
« My God, and my all: Only you invite me 
«thereby to return the ſame to you, and 
&© to all creatures 3 My God, and my all; my 


<« is of it; think you it poſſible, I ſhould 
&« be filent upon ſich an invitation, and 
& not expreſs my ſenſe thereof? Likewiſe, 
« be it known unto you therefore, that he 
« is my God, and my all; and if you doubt 
&« of it, I ſhall ſpeak it an hundred times 
<« oyer. . I ſhall add no more; for any thing 
<« elfe is ſuperfluous, to him that is truly 


& leave you therefore in this happy ſtate 
<« of jubilationz and conjure . you, to beg 
« for me, of God, the ſolid ſenſe of theſe 
& words. | | 

And do we think, 4y God, and my all; 
Or: 


4 


their Ged.. They ſhall. be bleſſed by God 


read in the life of a deyout Nobleman of | 


& God, and my all; my God, and my all; If 
<« perhaps you take this for your Motto,, 
© and. uſe it to expreſs how full your heart 


I 
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or M | od and ”7 glory will have loft i o 
| babes Ar þ heaven A. that *twill be leſs _ 


; ficant among awaked fouls? Thele things con+ 
cur then, concerning the ObjefF : *tis moſt ex 


cellent (even divine), entre, J—_ and 
theirs : How can it but ſatisfie ? 
A rr Ira RrxDEIERs — 
: | 

| | 
CHAP, 
| | 
| 

LO: 

Eee. Y 

| 


os: 
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Res ſunt 
wel imper- 


feftiores 
prout & ſum 


@bſcedunte 


perfect iores \the excellency 


ma perſect;-tneeds be attended with higheſt pleaſure. 


one magis [a pleaſure that moſt nearly imitates divine plea- 
wel minime ſure. 


I ST” og FILLS 


ena actin - 


D 


ns | 3. 


What the Viſion of Gods Face contri- 
butes to the Souls ſatisfaction, Eſti- 
mated from the conſideration of the 
Act of Viſion zt ſelf. Wherein this 
pleaſure ſurpaſſes that of ſenſe. A 


compariſon purſued more at large, 


# between this intuition axd diſcourſe 


between it and Faith. This intuition 
z2zore abſolutely conſidered : Its Cha- 
raFers, and what they contribute to 
the ſatisfaFion of the bleſſed Soul : 
| That tis (viz.) efficacious, compre- 
; hHenfive, fixed, appropriative. 


PHE att of viſion, or intuition it ſelf. | 


How great the pleaſure will be that 
laccrues to the bleſſed from this ſight of 
Gods face, is very much alſo to be eſtima- 
ted from the natrre of the att, as well as 
of the objefF. In as much as 
very vital a& is pleaſant, the moſt perfect 
a of the nobleſt faculty of the Soul, _ 
*Tis 


And every thing is more perfect, as it 
more nearly approaches divine perfections. 
"HO Ds Intel- 


_ 4 
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| Intelle&ual pleaſure is as much +nobley py, 2617n, 


| _ 
SIRE. 


than that. of ſenſe, as an immortal Spirit ig de cogniti- 
more noble than a clod of earth. The pleaj 9% _ 
ſure of ſenſe is drofſie, feculent, the pleaſur dy i | 
of the mind refined, and pure; that is fainy ,,, light of 
and languid, this lively and vigorous ; that nature, 
{cant and limited, ths ample and enlarged | ſpeaking 
that temporary and fading, this durable and (5 1 re- 
795 member 
permanent ; that flaſhy, ſuperficial, th# 1ſo4q 1. 
lid and intenſez that raving. and diſtracted purpoſe, 
this icalm and compoſed. Whence even thay c. 17. | 
great (reputed ) ſenſualiſt; Epicurus himfelfy 207744 
at F ſi d dif. 3 (KM = 
profeſſedly diſclaims ( or is repreſented as dif}. i 
claiming ) the conceit of placing happineſs in| ;,z;atem . 
ſenſual delights. buate vite | 
Wy: WE | . Leſe finem 
dicimys ; _ longs proſeftd abſumus, ut eas voluptates, que ſunt vis! 
rorum luxu diſfluentium , aut aliorum etiam, quatenu} jpettantur} 
#n ipſa motione, allioneve fruendis, qua nimirum ſenſus jucunds 
dulciterque afficitur, intelligamus , veluti. quidam . rem ignoran- 
tes, aut & nobis diſſentientes, aut alioquin - adverſnmy. nos male; 


I 


taffetti, interpretanturz Sed illud duntaxat ( ut res itfrum dica- 


jall the pleaſure of ſenſe ; ſo doth the plea- 


_ intelligimus : . non.. dolere | corpore, animo on | perturbary,, 
Gaſlend. Syntag, Philos. Epicur. See his Epiſtle ta Menoceus 
In D. Laert. 


And, as the pleaſure of intelle&ion excels 


ſure of intuition, excel all other intelle&u 
al pleaſure. Let us to this purpoſe, bu 
conſider, .generally , this. way: of © knowin 
things, and compare it with thoſe two othe 
ways, by 4 Diſcourſe, 

we | Balti. - 


FE "72 Diſcourſe. I mean ( that I be not m | | 
Aaken by the vulgar Reader) the diſcourſe 
I <0 0 


| 


Feltx quz 
potuzt I'te 
1419p COge 
NOjſcere Cate 


fas, 


jas if they were wholly ſtrangers, and unre- 
lated to it; reje&ted the blandiſhments of 
ſenſe; macerated themſelves with unwearied 


- kcontent and ſatisfaRion of their minds! 
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mutual relations, connexions,: dependencies 3 
and {o arguing out, what was more doubtful 


evident. 


be conceivable z and to the learned it nee 

not be told, how high a gratification this em- 
ployment of his Reaſon naturally yields to 
|the mind of a man: When the harmonious 
contexture of truths with truths; the apt 
co-incidence, the ſecret links and junRures 
of co-herent notions, are clearly diſcerned , 
When effe&s are traced up to their caxſes; 
Properties lodged in their native ſubjetts ; 
Things ſifted to their Principles, What a plea. 
fure is it, when 4 man ſhall apprehend him- 
felf regularly led on ( though but by a ſlen- 
der thred of diſcourſe ) through the Laby- 
rinths of Nature; when ftill new diſcoveries 


ry ending in a further proſpe&, and every 
{new Scene of things entertaining the mind 
with a freſh delight! How many have ſuf- 
fercd a voluntary baniſhment-from the world, 


ſtudies, for this pleaſure : making the eaſe and 
health of their bodies, to give place. to' the 


But how much intuition hath the advan- 
tage, 


are ſucceſsfully made, every further enqui- | 


the mma-OY Tatiocmation; that way Ot at- | 
taining the knowledg of things, by compa= 
{ring one thing with another, conſidering their 


{and obſcure, from what was more known and | 


To the altogether unleared it will hardly 


| 


n all the glory, of his ( famed ) wiſdom, 
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age; above this way of knowledg, may be | 
een in-theſe two obvious reſpeats. * , | 
t. *Tis a more facile way of knowing. Here hynnulli 
no need of a buſie ſearch, a tirelome in- {do inve 
agation, ( the difficulty whereof makes the F*: 
ore ſlothful, rather truſt than try ), a chain- 
ng together of RIOT The Soul hath 
ts ctoathing ( its veſtment of light ) upon as 
heap terms as the Lillies theirs ; doth nei- 
heir toil nor ſpin for it: And yet Solomor, 


as not arrayed like it, This knowledg faves 
he expence of ſtudy; is inſtantaneous, not 
ucceſſive ; The ſoul now ſees more, at one f 
iew, in, a moment, than before in a lifes- 
ime : As a man hath a ſpeedier , and, more 
rateful proſpe& of a pleaſant Country, by 
lacing himſelf in ſome commodious ſtation, 
hat commands-the whole Region; than by | 
ravelling through it. ?*Tis no pains to look 
upon what offers it felf to my eye. Where 
there is a continued feries of conſequences, 
that. lye naturally. conne&ed, the ſoul plea- 
{ingly obſerves this continuity 5 but views 
the whole frame, the whole length of the 
line, at once (fo far as its limited capacity 
can extend ),. and needs not diſcuſs every 
particle, ſeverally, in this ſeries of truths, and 
proceed gradatim, from the knowledg of 
one truth to another; in which caſe only] 
one, at once, would be preſent to. its view. 
It ſees things that are conneRed, not be-. 
cauſe they are ſo: As 'a man, conveniently 
| plac'd in ſome eminent Ration, may poſhbly! 

keg 


T3 


i 
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ut hominz | a gliding ſtream *: but he that fits by the 
ſedenti a4 | waters fide, not changing his place, ſees the 


_— ll ſame parts, only becauſe they ſucceed ; and 
12 aqua | theſe that paſs, make way for them that fol- 


t£ 


Ipreſens eſt | | 
[que 06 bot temporis punttulo obſeruatur ; eidem verd hominz, totum 
| lumen prefens eſſet , ſs ſupra ſummam aeris regionem ereflus, und 
| aſpetu fontem &* oftium flumanis poſſet aſpicere : Ita #culo Dei, &c4 


{P. Molinzhs de cognit. Dei. 


F 
4 
, { 


| low, to come under his eye: So doth a 
| learned man deſcribe the unlucceſſive knows 
ledg of God; of which the glorified ſouls 
[way of knowing, is an ination; as the ye: 
iry. words ſeeing and beholding ( which it is 
iſo frequently ſet forth by in Scripture ) al 


[naturally import. Yet that, as to them, al 
[ratiocination ſhall be excluded that ftate, 1 
ſee no reaſon to admit z though with God 
;It can have. no place. And, asheis reckon” 

to live a pleaſanter life, that ſpends upon 

[plentiful eſtate 3 than he that gets his brea 

by the ſweat of his brows: 1ſo this more 
;eaſie way of knowing, muſt needs be rec: 
';kon'd more pleaſing. This knowledg is a 
iZFacob*s Veniſon, not hunted for, but ak 


'to hand. The race is not here to the iwift, X 


profoundeſt Rabbi ( at leaſt with as much 
|Herbert. — —__— ); and all arms are of an equal 
| 11ize; or are content with their own mea 
ure. | | 
| | 2, *Tzs more certain, For what do we uſt 
| To reckon ſo certain as what we fee with 


by 


'The unlearned Ideot knows as - much as © 


vx 


>. 
f 


* Arque \ſee, at one view, all the ſucceſſive. parts of 
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{principle of their lives ) doth abundantly | 
| confirm, How clear are its apprehenſions 2 AY Yet» 
eb.11. y. 
{weet its enjoyments? 'whovws not ſecing ye | Fet.1.0 


our eyes? Better (even in this relpett J # the! 


feght of the eyes, than the wandring of the de-\_ 


Ifcre. While, here, the mind is carried, with | 
oft earneſt deſire, to purſue khowledg, it | 
ery often miſtakes its way, and miſerably | 
anders, In our moſt wary ratiocinatiors,:; 

we many times ſhoot at rovers: But when | 
e know by ths Viſion, our mark is _— 


 diately preſented to our eye. | Weare in no 


danger to be impoſed upon by: delufive ap- | 
pearances of things. We look through no | 
Falciou mediums, are held in no {ſuſpence) | 
/puzled with no doubts, whether ſuch con- 
ſequences will hold, ſuch concluſions be right- | 
Ty inferr*dz and fo are not retarded from *' 
:Siving a preſent unwavering aſſent, Here | 
'are no perplexing intricacies, no dubious - 
' hallucinations, or uncertain gueſſes, We ſee | 
\things, as they are, by a ſimple and unde- | 
{ ceiving light, with both /abjeZt;ve, and ob- 
| jetzve certainty, being ſecure both from doubr, | 


| 
/and error, | 


| 2. Faith, How magnificent things doth | 
' Scripture ſpeak of this grace! which the | 
[experience alſo 'of fuch as have been wont ! 


to live by it (z.e.to make it the governing | 


Ei 


| 


| 21s the evidence of things not ſeen : How 


| love; and though now you ſee him not, yet be- 
| Lieving, ye rejoyce, with joy unſpeakable, and 


Z 
| 


i full of glory. | 
| Even the Heathen Theology hath magni- 
EE. Z It f 
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1 * happy ſouls with the ſelf-good. For (faith 


Pius Mie 
.yand, 


Rom. 10. 


by 6c enquire after the good; but to behold our 


Ned 1t above knowledg, < What is it ( faith] 
#* one) that unites us with the {elf-good- 

*©.nefs, and fo joins us thereto, that it quiets 
« or gives reſt- to all our ation and motj- 
© on? I will expreſs it in one word ; *tis| 
&« faith it ſelf, which unſpeakably and after 
& , hidden manger; : doth: unite and conjoin 


*he) it concerns us not, either in'a way of 
© Science *, or with any imperfe&tion, to 


& ſelves in the divine light, and ſo ſhuttin 
* our Eyes, to be placed in the unknown ma. 
F ſecret unity of beings, * © : 
And a latter Writer ' gives us this, as a 
concluſion from that former Author, | That 
as Faith, which is 'credulity, is below Sci- 
ence,” 10 that Faith, which is truly ſo cal- 
Jed, is, ſuper-fubſtantially , above. Science 


(ceeds even Faith alſo. 


ia. $3. I. 


i 26, 


and intelligence, immediately uniting us to 
; R «1 


But *tis evident, :7tuitzve knowleds far ex- 


1. *Tis more diſtintt and clear, Faith is 
taking a thing upon report  'Who hath be- 
lieved our report? And they are more gene- 
ral, languid apprehenfions, we have of things 
this way. Faith enters at the-ear, 2 comes 
hearing. And if we compare the percepti- 
ns of theſe two external ſenſes , that of hear- 
ng, and ſgbt : the latter is unſpeakably more 
lear, and ſatisfying. He. that hath know- 
edg of a forreign Country, only by report : 
Ff another, hath very indiſtin& apprehenſi- 
> ns | Ons, 
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Ds of it, in compariſon of him who hath tra- 
vePd it himſelf. While the Queen of Sheba 
only heard of Solomons glory, ſhe. could not 


fatisfie her ſelf, without an «vroia, the fight | 


of her own eye; and, when ſhe ſaw it, the 
faith, the one half was not told her of what 
ſhe now beheld. The Ear more ſlowly and 


gradually receives, and the Tongue more de- | 


feftively expreſfes \ to another, an account 


of things; than ones ocular inſpeRion would |. 


take it in. But, as to the excellency of this 
intuitive knowledg above Faith; the compa- 
rifon lies not, between knowing by the mi- 
niftry of a more noble ſenſe, and- a leſs 
noble; but knowing by dependence on a 
leſs noble, and without dependence upon 
a- atall. When God hath been pleaſed to 
affo 


rd diſcoveries, in that way of Viſion, to : 


men in the body, (his Prophets, &c.) he 


| hath uſually bound up their ſenſes, by ſleep, 


or trances ; ſenſe hath had no part or lot in 
this matter 3 Unto believing it muſt neceſſa- 
rily concur. | on 

2. More affettive, What weſee,even with 
our external eye , much more powerfully 
moves our heart, than what we only give 
credit to, upon hear-ſay. The Queen of She- 
ba much admired, no doubt, Solomons famed 
{plendor, and 'magnificence , while ſhe only 


heard of it ;' but when ſhe ſaw it, it puts her - 


into an extaſiez it raviſh'd away her foul; 
ſhe bad no more ſpirit, &c. What would the 
ſight of the Divine glory do, if God did 
not ſtrengthen with all might : were there 

| ME: not 
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- ible glory; which is probable enough, for 


tween the impreſſions of preſent Faith, and 
ok your with : holy Souls. Now, zet 
ſeeing, yet believing, they rejoyce, with joy uns 
"28 hd 2 'Their Ado A ——_ WT 
ken; their future then cannot be thought ! 
Experience daily tells us; how greatly, ſen- 
ſible, preſent objets have the advantage up- 
on us, beyond thoſe that are ſpiritual and | 


ot as well glorious power to ſupport, as pow- 
rfwll glory to transform ! ; $2; 

Fob had heard of God, by the hearing of 
he ear, but when once his eye ſaw him, ( whe- 
her that were by the appearance of any ſen- 


tis ſaid, the Lord anſwered him ' out of the 
hirlwind : or whether by a more immediate 


evelation, tis lels-material ) what work did | 


t make in his foul! ©- - | 
The Devils believe, and tremble ;, ſo im- 
reffive are the" pre-apprehenfions of Judg- 
tent to come, and the conſequents thereof, 
ith them ; yet their preſent torment, thence, 
s no torment, in compariſon ( art thou come' 


0 torment us before the time? ) of what they | 


xpect. ' Let wicked men conſider this, ( they 

il have- their intuition in hell too); were 
our belief, and terror thereupon, with re- 
erence to the eternal Judgment, and the im- 
pendent wrath of God , equal to what the 
Devils themſelves have, upon the ſame ac- 
count ;, aual ſenſation will make you more 
exceed your ſelves in point of miſery, than 
the Devils do now ' exceed you, There is, 
no doubt, a proportionable difference þbe-. 


diſtant. 


| 


z 


[ 


f 


——_— _ 


be Bleſſeanefs of The Righteoms.” 


tant, tnougnh innnitely MOrE CXcellent a 
mportant, When the tables are turned, the 
ow. ſenſible things diſappear z; a new ſcene 
: things inviſible and eternal, is immediate- 


y- preſented to our viewz when. the excel- 
ency of the objeds, the diſpoſedneſs of the 
ubjeas, the nature of the a&; ſhall all mul- 
= the advantages on this part, How af- 


ective will this viſion be , beyond what we 
ave ever found the faint apprehenſions of 
our ſo much diſadyantaged faith to amount 
to? A kind meſſage from an indulgent Fa- 
her, to. his far-diſtant Son, informing of his 
elfare, and yet continuing love, will much 


laffet 3 but the fight of his Fathers face, | 


will even tranſport, and overcome him with 
0Y- | 

| Gut further conſider. this intuition a lit- 
le more particularly and abſolutely in it 
ſelf. So, you may take this ſomewhat di- 
ſinter account of it, in ſome few -particu- 
lars; : correſponding to thoſe,. by which. the 
(jobje&t ( the glory to be beheld ), was late= 
ly characerized. _ 

1, It will be a vigorous efficacious intuitt- 
075 as that which it beholds is the moſt ex- 
pellent, even the divine glory. -Such an ob- 
jet cannot be beheld, but with an eye full 
of lively vigour ; a ſparkling, a radiant eye : 
A weak eye would be ſtruck blind, would. 
fail, and be cloſed up at the firſt glance. 
We muſt ſuppoſe, then, this viſion to be ac- 
[companied with the higheſt vitality , the 
(ſtrongeſt energy, a mighty plenitude of Spi-! 

- rit,] 
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*| wholly intent upon Viſion; apply it ſelf! 


| what piercing darting eyes, 


rit, and Power 3 no leſs than the divine : 


Nothing but the divine power can ſufficient- | 


ly fortifie the Soul to behold divine glory. 


Jame thing ( faith he) « God; he that hath 
moulded us, futably framed us (as the word 
ſignifieth_) for this thing, & God : ?tis the; 
work of a Deity to make a Soul defire Glo- 
ry: certainly then, *tis his work to give the 


When the Apoſtle ſpeaks only of his defire | 
of glory, be that hath wrought us to this ſelf- 


power of beholding it. And by how much 


pleaſure in this Viſion. Weak, fight would: 
afford but languid joy : Byt when the whole 
Soul, animated with divine power and life, 
ſhall ſeat it ſelf in the eye; when it ſhall | 
be as it were, all eye, ( as one ſaid of God, 
whom now. it  perfefty imitates) and be 


thereto with all its might, as its only buſi-: 
neſs What ſatisfying joys doth 'it, now, 
taſte ! renewed by every repeated view ! How{| 
doth it now, as it were, prey upon glory 
/as the.eye of the Eagle upon the beams of 
the Sun! We meet with the expreſſion of 


the. more of power, ſo much the more of 


aures bibule; here will be oculs bibal;, thir- 


.| ty eyes: A Soul ready to drink in' glory at] 


the eye. If viſion be by intromiſfion, what | 

attrattive eyes are here, drawing in glory, 

feeding upon glory? If by extramiſfion, 1 
finding forth the 


Soul at every look to embrace the glorious 


There is a great power that now attends: 


» 


Yeas- 


— 
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Rion upon it ſelf. If direaly towards God 
kdw mightily is he admired ' Who i 4 God 


ſin,- and vileneſsz how deeply doth it hum- 
ble! —Now mine eye ſeeth thee, therefore 1 
abhor my ſelf —Wo us me, 1am undone, — Mine 


of refle&ion; upon our intereſt in him, or 
relation to him ; how mightily doth it ſup- 
port and comfort 1 1 will look, ro the Lord, — 
my God will hear me. How full of rich ſenſe 


joy : *twas but a-thought, the caft 


life an 


that: transforming glory |! | 
2. This will be a comprohenſrve intuition; as 


| its obje& is entire glory, I mean compara- 


tively, not abfolutely comprehenſive. - More 
of the divine glory will be comprehended, 
unſpeakably, than before. *Tis called, we 


know, by the Schoolmen, the knowledg of 
Comprehenſors, in contradition to that of 
Yiators, We ſhall better be able to diſcern 
the divine excellencies together > have much 
nore adequate conceptions; a fuller, and 
ore compleat notion of God: We ſhall 
ce him as he 5s, *Tis too much — 
| 5 


like unto thee ? If by refle&ion upon our own | 


eyes have ſeen the Lord of glory. ' If by way | 


; 


q 


$ 
# 
be] 


| 


Mic. 7, 7 
i 

is that Scripture, They looked to him, and were Pal. 34-5, 
lightned | One look cloath'd them with light, | : 


caft a glory upon their ſouls, filled them with 


of an eye, and they were as full as hearts | 
| rould hold. O, the power then of theſe hea- 
venly viſions ! when we dwell in the views of | 


| 


oP 
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'realizang thoughts of God : whether it ap=| | 
pear in the conſequent working of the'Soul | 
direQly towards God; or by way of refle- 


Wa 


ae _—__ "t» ng 


T24 


The Dleſſedneſs of the Righteout. 


= 


a moſt deſtruive tendency ; becauſe they 


how in our preſent Tate, we are prejudiced” 


{ſo, perhaps, never return 5 but periſh un-' 


by our partial conceptions of. him z and what 
an #nequality they cauſe in the temper of our 
Spirits. v1 * | 

For wicked men, the wery notion they have 
i10f God, proves fatal to their Souls, or is of 


'comprehend not together what God hath re-] 


[yealed of himſelf, Moſt uſually , they con- | 


fine thoſe few thoughts of God they have, ! 
only to his mercy; and that excluſively, as} 
to his holineſs, and juſtice; Hence their vain | 
and mad preſumption. The notion of. an! 
anholy ( or a not-holy, and not-juſt ) God, | 
what wickedneſs would it not induce ? Thos 
thought'ſt I was altogether ſuch an one as thy 
ſelf - a God after their own hearts then the 
reins. are [et looſe. More rarely, when the 
conſcience of guilt hath arreſted the ſelf-con- | 
demned wretch, God is thought of, under 
no other notion, than- of an irreconcileable / 
enemy and avenger ; . as one thirſting- after 
the blood of Souls, and that wilt admit of 
no attonement : So without all pretence,. and; 
ſo flatly contrary to all his diſcoveries of 
himſelf, do men dare to affix to him black 
and horrid charaers, forged only out of 
the radicated and inveterate hatred of their 
own hearts againſt him, ( that never takes 
up good thoughts of any' one ) : only be- 
cauſe they have no mind to acquaint them-!' 
ſelves with him; and that they may have| 
ſome colour for their affe&ted diſtance : and 


der | 


e 
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- The Bleſe 


der an horrid, wilful deſpair: 

| And even the people of God themſelyes; 
are too apt, ſometimes, ſo wholly to fix 

' their eye upon love, and grace, that they 
grow into an unbecoming, uncreaturely fa- 
miliarity z while the thoughts of Infinite 
| Majeſty, adorable greatneſs, and glory, are 
| aſleep, ſometimes,poſſibly, they apprehend vin» 
| ditive juſtice, the indignation and jealou- 
{fie of God againſt ſin, (precluding means 
| While, the conſideration of his indulgent 
| compaſſions towards truly humble . and pe-, 
[/nitent Souls) to that degree of affright-| 
[{ment, and dread; that they grow into an| 
;unchildlike ſtrangeneſs towards him, and! 
| 5 un little pleaſure in drawing nigh ta 
him. | | 

| But when, ow, our eye ſhall take in the | 
diſcovery of divine glory equally, how | 
{{ſweet, and ſatisfying a pleaſure will ariſe | 
'from that grateful mixture of reverent love, 
'bhumble joy, modeſt confidence, meek, courage, 
ia proſtrate magnanimity, a triumphant vene- 
'ration , a foul ſhrinking before the divine glo- 
ry into nothing, yet not contenting it ſelf witls 
[97 leſs enjoyment, than of him, who 3 all in 
> 


L of 
| There's nothing here in this complexion, 
jor temper of Soul, but hath its warrant, in 
[the various aſpe& of the face of God com- | 
(prehenſively beheld ; nothing but what is 
{( even by its ſuitableneſs ) highly grateful, 
jand pleaſing, | 


i 
] 1 *Twilt | 


Lad PLS » Ay, et I PAL > 


>> 
—_ 
Jett is permanent glory. The viſion of God 

fan neither zfer, nor admit wearineſs. The 

eye cannot divertz its a is eternally de- 
Tedtable; and affords an unvariable, unde- 
caying pleaſure, Senſual delights ſoon end 
in loathing z quickly bring a glutting fur- 
+ Probes \fet5 and degenerate into torments, * when 
iftas, que \they are continued and unintermittent. ., A 
voluptates Philoſopher in an Epiſtle which he writes 
_—” ito a friend, from the Court of Dionyſins, 
| dum tran. Where he was forceably detained, thus be- 
cenderint, |Moans himſelf, «© We.are unhappy, O An- 
|penas eſſe.) *t;ſthenes, beyond meaſure; and how can 
= Ep. pe we but be unhappy, that are burdened by 
Keely © the "Tyrant every day, with ſumptuous 
worry | feaſts, plentiful compotations, precious oint- 
@ &yTig:;- © ments, gorgeous apparel? and I knew as 
vis, © we-it6 ſoon as I came into this Iſland and City, 
—_ {< how. unhappy my life would be. This is 
corum. \the nature and common condition of even 
Epiſt. 9. ithe moſt pleaſing ſenſible obje&s: They firſt 
tempt, then pleaſe a little, then diſappoint, 
and laſtly vex. The eye that beholds them, 
blaſts them , quickly rifles and deflowers 
heir glory ; and views them with no more 
delight” at ' firſt, than diſdain - afterwards. 
Creature-enjoyments have a- bottom, - are 


muſt be frequent diverſionsz other pleaſures 
muſt be ſought out; and are choſen, not 
becauſe they are better, but becauſe they are 
, ew. | 

| This demonſtrates the emptinefs, and” vas 
| nity 


| 
| 
| 
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foon drained and drawn dry : hence there , 


'3. *T will be fixed, ſteady intuition, as its od* 


by 

FIR 
han 
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inity. of the Creature. eAfettion of warie- 
{ry _ only proceeds from ſenſe of want; and 
{15 a confeſſion, upon trial, that there is 
Ix in ſuch an enjoyment, what was expe- 
ed. | 

|  Proportionably, in-the ſtate of glory, A 
{ conſtant indeficient fulneſs, renders the bleſ- 
'{ed Soul undeſirous of any change. There, 
is no need of varieties, or diverſions: What 
did once pleaſe, can never ceaſe to do ſo. 
| This glory cannot fade or lofe any thing 
| of its attraftive power. The facnlty can- 
[not languiſh, or Joſe the diſpoſition , by 
 whieh it is contempered and made propor- 
tionable thereto ; Hence no wearineſs can 
enſue. What ! a Soul in which the love of 
| God is perfefted, grow weary of behold- 
| ing him ! The Sun will ſooner grow weary 
| of ſhining, The touch*d Needle of turning 
lit ſelf to its wonted points Every thin 

| will ſooner grow weary of its centre; an 

{the moſt fundamental Laws of Nature be 
| Tooner antiquated, and made void for; 
| eVer. 


wandring eye, that knows not where to fix. 
| Wiſdom guides, and fixes the eye of the ho- 
ly Soul; determines it unto God only: Z 


| The eye of the fool, Solomon tells us,: is 5n Pr 
the ends of the earth ;, His only, is a rolling 5: 


| ways before me. Surely heaven will no 
Tender it leſs capable of dijudication;, © 
| paſſing a right judgment of the cn 
ET”. enc 
] 


{ will bleſs the Lord, who hath given me counſel,jpſal. 16) 
| wy reins alſo inſtrutt me,—1 have ſet the Lordh7,s, 


__— 


| lency and worth of things: 


ſtranger, paſſing by, and the owner, look-up- 


tis his own, he arreſts it with his eye: So do 


And, here; 'a 
rational judgment will find no wart ; and at 
irrational will find no place. Therefore , as; 
permanent glory will certainly infer a perpe- 
zxal viſion; perpetuated yifjon will as cer- 
tainly perpetuate the Souls fatisfaftion , and 
[{þleſſednels, | | 

4. *Twillbe a poſſeſſive intuition * as *tis an 
appropriate glory which it pitches upon. *Twill | 
be the language of every look, This glory i 
2zine. The ſoul looks not upon it ſhily, as 
if it had nothing to do with it; or with 
ſlight and careleſs glances : but the very 
poſture of its eye, {peaks its intereſt, and 
proclaims the pretenſions it hath to this glo- 
ry. With how different an aſpe&, doth a 


on the ſame houſe, the ſame lands? A mang 
eye lays his claim for him, and avowes his 
ight. A grateful obje& that one can ſay 


aints with appropriative looks; behold their 
God, and the Divine Glory. Even with 
uch an eye as he was wont to behold them 3 
To this man will I look,, &c. ( that 1s, as the 
place of my reſt, mentioned before )); he 
deſigns him with his eye. Which is the im- 


are hi; his eye marks them out 5 owns them 
as his own: as concerning others, whom he 


Liſowns, the phraſe is, 7 kyow you not. And | 


rom that, when I look upon a thing, with 
hungry lingring eye, which I muſt.never 
EnjOJs 


fe vaſtly different is ſuch an intuition, 


OM OE oa. 24 mY 


port of that expreſſion, The Lord knows who 


a _—_ _ ” m— 
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enjoy, or never expe to be the better for 
This viſion is fruitive; unites the Soul wit 
the 'blefſed obje&t: Which kind of fight ig 
meant, when actual bleſſedneſs is, fo often 
expreſt by ſeeing God. 
We ſee then what Viſion, the ſight of Gods 
_ contributes to the ſatisfation of bleſſed} 
ouls: 
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| GHA#FP. VE. 
; [Wherein aſſimilation ( #he lihenef or | 
. ' glory of God impreſt ) contributes | 
| unto ſatisfaction : Where 7s particu- | 
[- ' larly propounded to be ſhewn; What 
| pleaſure it involves, what it diſpo- | 
; | ſes too: What it involves 39 the eſſe 
| | of it, what in the cognoſci. 1. The 
| | pleaſure of being like God, diſco- 
| | wered. 1. Shewing , concerning the | 
| ' Jmage of God ( generally confider- | 
: ' ed) that it is the Souls health and 
1 | ſoundneſs reſtored; that it is a Vital, 
| | | an intimate, 4 connatural, @ perfeR | 
; 7744ge. : 


2, |\FNJUR next buſineſs is to diſcover, 
| what aſſimilation, or the impreſſed | 
{likeneſs of God, may further add to this ſa- | 
/tisfied ſtate; or, what ſatisfying pleaſure | 
ithe bleſſed Soul finds in this, that it is /zke: 
; (Ged. | | 
' | ! And here we are diſtinaly to enquire in-| 


IX ACEC RCRIPID FRASER, 8 


q * . . i. 
'to, The pleaſure which ſuch an afſimilation | 
; '70 God involves in it ſelf, | 

| i tends and aiſpoſes t0., | 
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{ which is taken in it, abſtraQly conſidered ; 
Which we may more particularly unfold, by} 


| ſenſation , the holy Soul will have of that 


| may be diſcovered both by a general .conlt- 


.. 1. The pleaſure it involves in it ſelf; or, 


ſhewing 

1, In being like God. 

2. In knowing or refleQing| 
upon the. ſame. ; 


The Eff, : Of this afſimi- 
Copnoſct 


The pleaſure \ 


involved, 


To The pleaſure in being like God ; Which 


deration hereof, and by inſtancing in ſome 
particulars, wherein bleſſed Souls ſhall be like 
him. Fe Coe pe | | 
1. It is obvious to ſuppoſe an inexpreſſi- 
ble pleaſure, in the very feeling, the inward 


happy frame 72 general, whereinto it is now 
brought; That joyful harmony, that entire 
reitude. it finds within it ſelf, You may as 
ſoon ſeparate light from a Sun-beam, as plea- 
ſure from ſuch a ſtate. | 

This likeneſs or conformity to God is an 
tigariz, a perfect temperament ; ' an athle- 
tique healthineſs ; a ſtrong ſound conftituti- 
on of Soul. Do but imagine, what it is to 
a mans body, after a waſting ſickneſs, to find 
himſelf well. Frame a notion of the pleaſure 
of health and ſoundneſs, when both, all the 
parts and memhers of the body are in their 
proper places and proportions and a live- 


4 __ 
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ly, a&ive vigour, a ſprightly ftrength poſ-: 
ſefles every part, and- aftuates the whole z; 
how pleaſant is this temper ! If we were a/ 
body, there could be no greater felicity than! 
this. But by how much the more noble any! 
| creature is, fo is it capable of more exqui- 
* T4/:@- | ſite pains, or pleaſures. * Sin is the fete 
| neſs and diſeaſe of the Soul; enfeebles all 
-_—_ 72 Ig its powers, exhauſts its vigour , waſtes its 
Tide |frength. You know the reſtleſs toſlings, the; 
oy &Y tbo | 

oy Ce” » T0 2 T6 weicon, diyas weayliu, weil xanws 
eayavop 5 pier vyeia UNI; vytidc owudaTY, » PACO BY Ka” 
ov, yoo jnluXins, voos Spd 10, veces xouyns ox nei, KC Max: 
Tyre difſſerk. 41. 


{ weary rollings to and fro, of a diſeaſed lan- 
| gviſhing body 3 ſuch is the caſe of a ſinful 
Soul. Let it but ſeriouſly bethink it ſelf, 
land then ſpeak its own ſenſe, ( but here is: 
* J"7 ithe malignity of the diſeaſe. it cannot be ſe- 
Ix) jrious, it always raves); What will it .be ? 
Pal. 139. {(O 7 can take 210 reſt)! The way of wicked- 
van |nefs is called * a way of pain: Sinners would 
Ta. $7.20.jfind it ſo, if the violence of the diſeafe had 

Hinc illzd ſnot bereft them of ſenſe ; Nothing ſavors with 

& teavuW\,ye. I can take comfort in nothing. The wick- 


nog Hi ed is as a troubled Sea ( as their name im- 


quam refi- [The Image of God, renewed in holineſs and 


” conſuming fickneſs z which, when we awake, | 
9 ® 


Tranqu. |ſcaſe is ſhaken off, we find to be perfe&t. 


mr ms 


& nſ. ſports.) that cannot reſt, whoſe waters, &c. . 


dentis ani-\rjighteouineſs, is health reſtored, after ſuch a | 


Sen. de Iwhen all the drowſineſs that attends our di- | 


animi, {The fear of the Lora (an ordinary _—_ | 
Q k 
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'of holineſs or piety ) is ſaid to be hexlth to 
the navel, and marrow to the bones, Our Lord 
Jeſus invites wearied ſinners to come to him, 
fo take his yoke on them, to learn of him, (that 
15, to imitate him, to be like him) and pro- 
miſes they ſhall find reſt to their ſouls. How 
often do we find grace, and peace, in con- 
jun&tion, in the Apoſtles falutations and be- 
neditions ? We are told that the ways of 
divine wiſdom ( 5. e. which it preſcribeth ) 
are all pleaſanmeſs and peace. - That in keep- 
ing the Commandments of God, there is great 
reward. That they are not grievous, i, e. (for 
there ſeems to be a Meiofis in the exprefſſi- 
on) are joyous, pleaſant. And what are his 
Commandments, but thoſe expreſſes of him- 
Telf, - wherein we are to be lhe him, and 
conform to his will? The Kingdom of God 


Matt. I I, 
2 8, 


Prov.3.13. - 
Pſal. 19. 


x Joh 5.3. 


ROM. 14s 


C that holy order which he ſettles in the |'7* 


f{pirits of men 5; his Law tranſcribed and im- 
+Preſt upon the Soul; which is nothing elfe 
[but its corformation and likeneſs to himſelf :) 
#5 righteouſneſs, and then peace, The ggiynus 
\TIv2uue]os; That notion, and judgment, and ſa- 
[vour of things ; that excellent temper of mind 
jand heart; (for that is the extent of the ex- 
[preſſion  ) whereof the holy Spirit of God is 
{both the author and pattern, is /zfe, and peace ; 
[involves them in it {elf. When one thing is 
{thus, in caſ# reto, predicated of another, it 
{{peaks their moſt intimate connexion, as Rom. 
| 14. 17, above; ſo 17oh.5. 3. This ts love 
| that, &c. So here , ſuch a mind is life and 
{PEACE ( though the coozla be not in the ori- 
| 3 inal, 


preg the tate, Rs 05 RI: 


Rom. 8. 6: 


ALAN ES —_ als. 
1 


34 


The Bleſſedneſe of the Righteous, 


Trvulne- 
rabile eſt 
non quod 
101 feri- 
tur, ſed 
quod non 
 Izditur. 
Sen. de 
contantia 
| ſapzentzs, 
foe quid 
-71 ſapien- 
fer 1100 
cadit inju 
TH, 
Rom. 13. 
I 2, 
Integer wi: 
te ſceleriſ- 
- | que paris, 
@&c. for, 
Mypui]as. 


ginal, it is fitly ſupply*d in the tranſlation )5 
You cannot ſeparate ( q. d.} life and peace 
from ſuch a mind : It hath no principle of 
death, or trouble in it. Let ſuch as know 
any thing of this bleſſed 'temper and com- 
plexion of Soul, compare this Scripture, and 
their ownexperience together ; when, at any 
time, they find their Souls under the blefſed 
Empire and dominion of a ſpiritual mind 3 
when ſpirituality wholly rules and denomi- 
nates them: Are not their Souls the very 
Tegion of life and peace? both theſe in con- 
jun&ion, life and peace ? not raging life, not 
ſtupid peace ; but a placid peaceful life, a vi- 
tal vigorous reſt and peace: *tis not the life 
of a fury, nor peace of a ſtone: life that 
hath peace in it, and peace that hath life in 
it. Now can the Soul ſay, 1 feel my ſelf well ; 
All is now well with me. Nothing afflias 
the Spiritual mind, ſo far, and while ?tis 
ſuch : *Tis wrapt up, and cloath'd in its 
own innocency and purity z and hereby be- 
come invulnerable, not liable to hurtful im- 
prefſions. Holineſs (under the name of light, 
for that is, by the context, the evident mean- 
ing of the word there) is by the Apoſtle 
ſpoken of as the Chriſtians armour. Put op, 


]faith he, the armonr of light, ( in oppoſition to 


the works of darkneis, which he had menti- 
oned immediately before ) ; Strange. armour ! 
that a man may ſee through. A good mans 
armour is, that he needs none : his armour is 
an open breaſt; that he can expoſe himſelf; 


is fearleſs of any harm. Who 5s he that ſhall 
| harns 


— 
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barm you, if ye bs followers of that which i 
pood? It ſhould be read, imtators; ſo the. 
ord ſignifies: And fo, whereas following | 
s either of a pattern, or an end; the former | 
muſt be meant here, by the natural impor- 


tance bf that word.. And hence, by [ chat T3 yas. 


which 7s good} is not to be underſtood crea- | 

fed goodneſs ;, for it is not enough to mate | 

_ goodneſs z for ſo we muſt be good; but | 

the words are capable of being read, hin 

Zhat ts gqod, or ( which is all one) the good, 

* And fo *tis the ncreate good, the bleſſed * As Pla- 


God himſelf, formally conſidered under the # and his 
lowers 


| {notion of good, Nothing can harm you, if 1-27: 


| |of lights, They the children of light, They 


of God. God is light, and with him 1s no 


{you be like Gad; that's the plain ſenſe of this Lore 
'Scripture. - Likeneſs to God, is armour of $69,72y2- 
;proof, z.e. an imitation of him, viz in his 8% fully, 
moral goodneſs; which holineſs ( as a gene- PR 
[ral name of it ) comprehends. A perſon tru- ſenſe of 
[ly like God, is fecure from any external vio- Mar. 19. 
{lence ; ſo far, as that it ſhall never be able to 17. 
[invade his Spirit. He is, in ſpirit, far rai- } 

{ed above the tempeſtuous, ſtormy Region, | 

and converſes where winds and clouds have 
{no place. — | 
| Nor can (fo far as this temper of Soul | 
[prevails ) any evil grow upon ſuch a mind | 
[within it ſelf. . Ir z5 life and peace; It is light 
|and purity > for *tis the image, the fimilitude 
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ix Joh. 1. 


| darkneſs at all, Holy Souls were darkneſs, 
| but they are light in the Lord. He the Father 
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he abſtrat) [; darkneſs ] : as if that: were | 
heir whole nature; and they nothing. elſe 
Jut an impure maſs of conglobated dark- 
neſs. So, Ie are light - as if they were that, 


Spaiex [and nothins elſe ; nothing but a Sphere of 
Sxn 113 3 Cs : OE 

rang ight. 

GT $4 , , U » 
Weiner mi Ti, puree ow Guureixts whre auvifdyt; Wn 


091} ad umrija, &6. Marc, Antonin. lib. 11. 
Why ſuppoſe we ſuch a thing, as an en- | 
| Itire Sphere of nothing elſe but pure light ? | 
What can work any diſturbance here? or | 
raiſe a ſtorm within it ? A calm, ſerene thing : | 
perfealy homogeneous, void of 'contrariety, 
or any ſfelf-repugnant quality : How can it 
diſquiet ' it ſelf? ED” | 
We cannot yet ſay, that thus it is with 
holy Souls in their preſent ſtate, according 
to the higheſt literal import of theſe words, 
Ye are light : But thus it will be when they 
awake; when they are ſatisfied with this | 
 [likeneſs. They ſhall then be like God fully, | 
and throughout. ' O the: joy and pleaſure of | 
a Soul made after ſuch a fimilitude! Now 
glory is become as it were thezr being; they 
e glorified. Glory is revealed into them, 
transfuſed throughout them. Every thing 
that is conceivable under the notion of an 
excellency, competent to created nature, is 
now to be found with them; and they have 
tt-in-wrought into their very beings. So that 
in a true ſenſe it may be ſaid (that they are 
debt );, they not only have ſuch excelencies, 
_—_—- To ; but 
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ut oy are them. As the-Moraliſt ſaith of 


Dmnia 10% 
tam haberg 


the wiſe, or virtuous man, that he not ſo 
roperly hath all things, as # all things. *Tis 
aid of man, in reſpe& of his naturals, he s 
he image and glory of! God, . As for his ſ#- 
ernatural excellencies, though they are not 
ſſential to man, they are more expreſſive of 
od; and are now become ſo 5:ſeparable from 
he nature of man too, in this his glorified 
fate, that he can as ſoon ceaſe to be :ntelligent, 
s holy. The image of God, even in this 
eſpe&, is not ſeparable from him : nor bleſ- 
{ſedneſs ( ſurely ) from this image. As the 
{divine excellencies, being in their infinite ful- 
nels in God, are his own bleſſednels : ſo is 
{the likeneſs, the. participation of them in the 
[Soul, that now bears this image: its bleſſed- 
neſs. Nothing can be neceflary to its full ſa- 
[tisfation, which it hath not in it ſelf, by a 


{The good man (in that degree which his pre-; 


|risfied from himſelf: he doth not need to tra- 
verſe the world, to ſeek his happineſs abroad ; 
he hath the matter of ſatisfaQion ( even that 
goodneſs which he is now enrich'd with )) in 


| Sracious youchlafement, and communication. ; 


{ſent ſtate admits of ), Solomon tells us, i ſa- Prov 14» 
I 


uam efſte 
en, 


Car, II, 
7. 


Ys 


his own breaſt and boſom: Yet he hath it all 
by participation from the fountasn-goodneſs. 
But that participated goodneſs is ſo intimately 
.one with him, as ſufficiently warrants and 


bimſelf : viz. from himſelf, not primarily, or 
| zzdependently , but by derivation ' from him, 
wha 75. all in ally and more intimate ta us, than 
0 4 -. 6 2 2M _—_ p 


I, 


makes good the afſertion, He is ſatisfied from |dabile. - \ 


Intimy 
oftro in- 
Imanr. 

[ſe no-. 
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[we to our ſelves, And what is that participated 
[Soodneſs, but a degree of the divine likeneſs ? 
But, when that goodneſs ſhall be fully partici- 


divine goodnels, ſhall be compleat, and intire 
{then ſhall we know the rich exuberant ſenſe of 
[thoſe words. How fully will this image or 


| 


\likeneſs ſatisfie then ? 


! And yet more diſtinaly, we may appre- | 
thend how ſatisfying this likeneſs ( or image | 


ring 


in ) we conſider theſe general properties of 
= 


imitation ,* and participation of the life of | 


"22 0Cnlos, 
Þc ille ma- - 
"ns, fic ora 
ferebat, 


God; by which, once revived, the Soul | 


lives that was dead before. ?*Tis not a dead | 


iture, a dumb ſhew, an unmoving Statue z | 
ut a living, ſpeaking, walking image : that | 
herewith the Child is like the Father : the | 
ery. life of the ſubje& where it is; and by | 
which it lives 4+ God, ſpeaks and afts con- 
ormably to him, An image, not ſuch a one | 
s is drawn with a Pencil, that exprefles on: ! 
y colour and figure, but ſuch a one as is! 
een in a Glaſs , that repreſents life and mo-| 
ion ( as was noted from a worthy. Author | 
before ). ?Tis even (in its firſt and more. 
mperfe&t draught ) an analogical participa- | 
tion ; 


patedz when this image and imitation of the { 


!impreſt |) will be, if ( a little further defer- | 
the view of the particulars of this | 
likeneſs which we have deſigned to inſtance 


1. *T#s a vital image: not the image only | 
of him that lives, the living God : but it is | 
[his [957g and ſoul-quickning image. 
the likeneſs of him, in that very reſpe&; an 
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| ficial skin-deep glory 3 ſuch as ſhone in doſes: 


tion (as we muſt underſtand it )'of the ds- 


2ine naturez before which firſt tinQure 


_—- 


( thoſe preludious touches: of it upon the} 


Spirit of man), his former ſtate is ſpoken of 
as an al:enation from the life of God; as ha- 


| ving no intereſt, no communion therein. The 
| putting on of the new man, which after God is 
| created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, is 
preſently mentioned, in dire& oppoſition to | 


that diſmal ſtate, implying that to be a par- 
ticipation of the divine life : And certainly, ſq 
far as it is ſo, ?tis a participation of the divine 
bleſſedneſs too. 

2. *Tw« an image moſt intimate , therefore, 
to its ſubjett, Glory it is: but nota ſuper- 


his face, which he covered with a Vail. *Tis 
throughly transformative , changes the Soul 
throughout 3 not in external appearance, but 


in its very nature. All outward imbelliſh-}. 


ments. would add little felicity to a putrid 
corrupt Soul. That would be but painting 
a Sepulchre : This adds 'o7nament unto life; 
and both, eſpecially to the inward man. *Tis 
not paint in the face, while death is at the 


beart ; but *tis the radication of ſuch a prin-! 


ciple within, as will ſoon form 'and attem- 


per the man univerſally to it ſelf. ' ?Tis glo-] 


ry, bleſſedneſs participated , brought home 
and lodged in a mans own Soul, in his own 


boſom ; he cannot then but be ſatisfied. Aj. 


man may have a rich ſtock of outward com- 
forts , and while. he hath no heart to enjoy 
them, be never the happier, But *tis im- 
Ha | | poſſible, 


ph.4. I8, 
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poſſible, that happineſs ſhould be thus lodg- | 

ed in his Soul, made ſo intimate, and one with | 

him; and yet, that he ſhould not be ſatisfied, | 
ot be happy. 

| 3. en image connatural to the ſpirit of | 


an, Not a thing alien, and foreign | to ' 
his nature, ' put into him purpoſely, as it | 
ere, to torment and vex him; but an an=- 
ient well-known inhabitant, that had place 
n him from the beginning. Sin is the in- | 
urious intruder z which therefore puts the | 
oul into a commotion, and permits it not. 
o reſt, while it hath any being there. This | 
mage calms it, reſtores it, works & peace- 
!, orderly. compoſure, within z returns it, | 
o it ſelf, to its priſtine bleſſed ſtate; being | 
reſeated there, as in its proper, primitive fub- ! 
ect. ; 
For though this image, in reſpe& of cor- 
| _ nature, be ſupernatural; in reſpect of | 
nſtitute, and undefiled nature, it was, in a: 
rue fenſe, 24t&ral ( as hath been demonſtra- ; 
ed by divers of ours againſt the Papiſts ; | 
and, upon the matter, yielded by ſome of 
he more moderate among themſelves * ). | 
\t leaſt it was conmate with humane nature, ' 
 Fonſentaneous to it, and perfettive of it. (We, + 
re ſpeaking, it muſt be remembred, of that. 
art of the divine Image, that conſiſts in; 


is As may 
 ibe ſeen 
by com- 


aring 
what Eſt;- 
ws ſays to 


the two inoral excellencies; there being another part | 
ns; f it, as hath been ſaid, that is, even in the: 


ta furie Iriteſt ſenſe, natural ). 

primo boming naturalis ? 2, Uutrim 0riginatles juftitia furrit boning! 
ſigernaturalF? 1. 2, diſt, 26 © f- 
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: of God, (in conformity whereunto this I 


; comforts, repugnant to his moſt innate prin; 


There is nothing in the whole moral Law 


mage did, ab origine, conſiſt, ) nothing of 
what he requires from man, that is at a 
deſtruive of his beinig, prejudicial to hi 


| ciples: nothing that claſhes with his reaſon, 

| or, is contrary to his intereſt : or, that is, 

| not, moſt dire&ly, conſervative of his being 

; and comforts, agrecable to his moſt rationa 

| principles, ſubſervient to his beſt and trueſt 

' intereſt. For what doth God the Lord require,|Deut. 10. 


' but fear and love, ſervice, and holy walking, 
' from an entire and undivided Soul ? What,| 


I2, 
Mic. 6, 8, 


' but what is good 3 not only in it ſelf, but} 
for us; and, in reſpe& whereof, his Law isRom. 9: i2 


faid to be holy, juſt, and good? 


| This Law, written in the heart, is this like- 


- | own principles? and, when bleſfedneſs it ſelf] 


ia long extermination and exile, it returns 


[it, becomes to it 4 zew nature, ( yea, even a 


And what he requireth, he mpreſſeth. | 


How grateful then will it be, when, after 
' and re-poſſeſſes the Soul , is recognized by 


| divine) a vital, living Law, the Law of the 
| Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus? What grievance, | 
(or burden, is it to do the diftates of nature ? | 
{ations that eaſily and freely flow from their | 


[is infolded in thoſe very a@s and inclina- | 
[tions? How infinitely ſatisfying and delight- | 
[ful will it be, when the Soul ſhall find it felf} 
;connaturalized to every thing in its duty; 
/and ſhall have no other duty incumbent on'; 
It 
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it than tobe happy ! when it ſhall need no ar=- 
gurhents, and exhortations to love God ,, nor | 
need be urged and preſt,/as heretofore, tomind_ 
him, to fear before þim ! when love, and reve- | 
rence and adoration, and praiſe; when delight, 
and joy, ſhall be all natural as : Can you ſe- 
parate this, in your own thoughts, from the 

higheſt ſatisfaftion ?. - | | 


| 4+ This image will be, now, perfett : Every | 
way, fully perte&. .. . : -| 
Firſt, Iz all its parts; as it is in the firſt | 
inſtant of the Souls entrance into the ſtate of | 
regeneration ( the womb of Grace knows : 
no defe&ive tmaimed births ). - And yet here | 
is.no litrle advantage, as to this kind of per- | 
fetion. For now thoſe lively lineaments of 
the new creature all appear, which were much | 
obſcured before; every line of glory is con- | 
ſpicuous ; every chara&ter legible; the whole | 
entire frame of this image. is, in its exact ; 
Symmetry and apt proportions , viſible at. | 
once. And *tis an unſpeakable addition to | 
the pleaſure of ſo excellent a temper of ſpi- 
rit, that accrews from the diſcernable entire- 
neſs of it. Heretofore; ſome gracious, diſpo- 
fitions have been to ſeek, ( through the pre- 
fent prevalence of ſome corruption or tempta- 
tion  ) when there was moſt need and. occafion 
for their being reduced into aft. Hence the 
reward and pleaſure of the a&, and improve- 
ment of the principle, were loſt together. 
Now, the Soul will be equally aiſpoſed, to 
every holy exerciſe that ſhall be ſuitable to | 
its ſtate. Its temper ſhall be ever and Sym 
| ”  metral x 
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a glory, (for 1 know not but ſubjeQiye*7* 


metral; Its motions wmform, and agreeable: 
Nothing done out of ſeaſon; Nothing ſeaſona- 
{able omitted, for want of a preſent otenly an 


of ſpirit thereto. There will be not only ar 
babitual, but aftnal entireneſs of the frame of 
| holineſs, in the bleſſed Soul. | 
| 2, Again, this Image will be perfe& in de= 
\gree 5, 1o as to exclude all degrees of its con+ 
\trary, and to zz7clude all degrees of it ſelf; 
{There will now be no longer any collua- 
{tion with contrary principles; no law in the' 
| members warring againſt the law of the mind ; 
[no luſtings of the fleſh againſt the Spirit.| 
| That war is now ended in a glorious vitto-/ 
'ry, and eternal peace. There will be no re- 
maining blindneſs of mind, nor error of: 
[judgment, nor perverſeneſs of will, nor irre-| 
ioularity or rebellion of affetions: no igno- 
'rance of God, no averſation from him, or! 
(diſaffetion towards him. This likeneſs xe; 
\moves all culpable adiſſimilitude or unlike 
zeſs, This communicated glory fills up the! 
whole Soul, cauſes all clouds and darkneſs 
to vaniſh, leaves no place for any thing that; 
is vile or inglorious 3 tis pure glory , free! 
from mixture of any thing that is alien to; 
a | 
| And it is it ſelf fu. The Soul is reple- 
niſh'd, not with airy, evanid ſhadows; but! x 
with ſubſtantial, ſolid glory, a maſſive rn Cor. 4: 


be 


lory may be taken in within the ſignifican= 
<&y of that known Scripture, if it be not} 
more principally intended: in as much Fa 
ITE The! 


_ |! 
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the Text ſpeaks of a glory to be wrou 
lout by afflitions, which th the files 2 
furnaces, as it were, to poliſh of refine the 
Soul into a glorious frame ). *Tis cumula- 
aCor. 2. ted glory, glory added to glory, . Here tis) 
18, growing progreſhve glory, we are change 

lsnto the ſame image from glory to glory, It ſhall 
:now, be ſtable, conſiſtent glory ; that' car 

[ries a ſelf-fulneſs with it ( which ſome in- 
* Pyrym jclude alſo in the notion of purity * ): ?tis' 
eff quodel |Full of it ſelf, includes every degree requi-\ 
—_ [#\fite to its own perfetion. God hath now! 
| quod | . : 
minimun put the laſt hand to this glorions Image, ad- 
babet alie- ded to it its ultimate accompliſhments. Now, 
ut, la conformity to Chriſt, even in the refur- 
reftion from the dead, in his Rm_—_ ſtate, 
s fully attained. That prize of the high cal- 
ing of God is now won. And the humble! 
enſe of not having attained as yet, and of' 
not being already perfet ( in which humili-| 
zy, the foundation of the Temple of God in| 
a Saint is laid, and the building raiſed.) is} 


H 


for the into joyful acclamations, Grace, Grace 7 


or the laying on of the top-ſtone, the finiſhing | 
f this glorious work. | 
| And when this Temple is filled with the ' 
plory of the Lord, the Soul it {ſelf repleniſhed | 
ith the divihe fulneſs 3 will not its joy be full 
002? For here isno ſacrifice to be offered but 
hat of praiſe, and joy is the proper ſeaſoning 
for that ſacrifice. | 
| Now, the new creature hath arrived | 
to the meaſure of the ſtature of a perieR! 
wan in Chriſt Jeſus, The fir formation -_ 
; ; ns 
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'thing in nature ever was. How fudden an 


_ wakes out of drowfſie languiſhings, and mi- 


this Spiritual ( as well as of the natural 
man, was hidden and ſecret; it was curiouſl 


wrought, and-in a way no more liable to obſer| 


vation, than that of framing the Child in th 
Womb; as that'is as hidden as the concoRio 
of Minerals, or precious ſtones, in the lowe 
parts of the earth- ( no ſecrets of Nature ca 
outvye the Myſteries of godlineſs}.Its growth i 
alſo by very inſenſible degrees, as it is with th 
procudts of nature: but its arrival to perfe 
Etion 1s infinitely more ſtrange, than an 


wonderful is the change; when, in the twink 
ling of an eye, the bleſſed Soul inſtantly a- 


ſerable. weakneſs, into perfe& ſtrength and 
vigour |! | | 

As a man i, ſo i his ſtrength; and as his 
ſtrength is, ſo is his joy and pleaſure. The 
Sun is {aid to go forth as a ſtrong man, re- 
Joycing to run his race. When a man goes 
in the ſulneſs of his ſtrength, upon any enter- 
prizez how do his blood and f{pirits trtumph 
beforehand ! no motion of hand, or foot, is 
without a ſenſible delight. The ſtreagth of 
a mans Spirit is, unfpeakably, more than 
that of the outward man ; its facultizs and 
powers more refined and raiſed: and hence 
are rational or intelleual exerciies and -op2- 
rations, much more delightful than corporal 
ones can be. 


- But ( till, as the man is, ſo is his ſtrength ) | 


"tis an incomparably greater ſtrength that 
attends the heaven-bori man, This man bor 
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of God, begotten of God, after his own like» 
neſs; this Hero, this Son of God, was 
born to Conflicts, to Victories, to Triumphs. 
While he is yet but in his growing age , he 
overcomes the world (as Hercules the Scrpents 
in his Cradle); overcomes the wicked one, 
and is at Jaſt more than Conqueror, A migh- 
ty power attends godlineſs; a Spirit of pow- 
er, and of a ſound mind : but how much this 
divine creature grows, 1o much the more like 
God: and, being perfe&t, conflits ceaſe 3 
( he had overcome and won the Crown be- 
fore). And, now, all his ſtrength runs ovt 
into ads of pleaſure. Now, when he ſhall 
S0 forth in his might to love God, (as we 
are required to love him now with all our 
might ) and every a& of prazſe ſhall be an 
att of power, done with a fulneſs of ſtrength 
C as *tis faid their praiſes, at the bringing 
home of the Ark, were with all their might) 
Q! what will the pleaſure be that ſhall ac- 
company this ſtate of perfe&ion ! Perfe& 
power and perfe& pleaſure are here met, 
and ſhall for ever dwell together, and be al- 
ways commenſurate to one another. They 
are {o, here, in their imperfe& ſtate: our 
feeble, ſpiritleſs duties, weak, dead prayers 5 
they have no more ſweetneſs than ſtrength, 
no more pleaſure than power in them. There- 
fore we are liſtleis, and have no mind to du- | 
ties, as we find 'we are more frequently-de- 
| {ſtitute_ of a ſpiritual livelineſs and vigour 
therein. When a {ſpirit of might and pow- 
er goes on with us in the wonted courſe of 
our 
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| our converſes with God, we then forecafl 


opportunities, and gladly welcome the ſea- 
on, when it extraordinarily occurs, of draw: 


ing nigh to him. It cannot be thought, that 
the connexion and proportion between theſe] 
ſhould fail in glory ; or that, when every thing 
elſe is perfe&, the bleſſed Soul it ſelf made per+{ 
ifet, even as God himſelf is perfe& ( in this 

earing his likeneſs), ſhould be unlike him in 
bliſs z or its ſatisfaQtion be imperfeR, 
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CHAP. VIIL 


F 
*; 
| 


The fatisfattion carried in the glory, - 


of God impreſſed , further ſhew're 
by inſtances 3 Certain particulars of 
this impreſſun inſtanct in : A de-| 
pendent frame of Spirit, SubjeQion,] 


k 
: 
£ 
F 


or ſelf-devoting , Love, Purity, Li-! 
berty, Tranquility. | 


UT beſides the general conſideration of* 

this likeneſs, we ſhall snſtance in ſome! 
of the particular excellencies comprehended in| 
it, wherein the bleſſed ſhall imitate and re-} 
ſemble God : whence we may further eſti-| 
mate the pleaſure and fatisfation, that being! 
like God will afford. Only here let it be] 
remembred, that as we all along in this diſ- 
courſe, ſpeak of likeneſs to God in reſpe&;| 
of moral excellencies : To by likeneſs to him, | 
in reſpe& of theſe, we underſtand, not only: 
la participation of thoſe which are communz- | 
cable; but a correſpondent 1mprefs alſo, as to 
thoſe that are s#2communicable; as hath been 
more diſtintly opened* in the Propoſitions; 
concerning this likeneſs; Which being pre-| * 

| 


| 
. 


miſed, I ſhall give inſtances of both kinds, to 
diſcover ſomewhat of the inexpreſlible plea-! 
ſure of being thus conformed to God. | 

; And) 
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And here, pretermitting the impreſs 'of 
knowledg, of which we have ſpoken un- 
er the former head of viſion; we ſhall in-| 
Nance, | 

| I. In a dependent frame of Spirit * which 
s the proper impreſs of the divine all-ſuffici- 
ncy, and. ſelf-fulneſs, duly apprehended by 
he bleſſed Soul. It is not eafie to conceive 
higher pleaſure, than chzs, competible to 
creature,' The pleaſure of dependence 5 yea, | 
his is an higher than we can' conceive. De- 
endence ( which ſpeaks the ' creatures 94% 
or habitude to: its principle , as the ſublervi- 
ncy which 'imports its habitude to its end) 
is twofold.' ] 

1. Natural which- is common: and -effen- 
{tial to all creatures; even when no 4uch 
ing is-thonght on, or conſidered by them. | 
The Creatures live, move, - arid have their 
beings in God, whether they think of it or 
8: | 

2. Voluntary or rational which is de fatto, 


creatures as ſuch. A dependence that is, « 
=goargurwe, Eleftive 5 and, with' a foregoing 
reaſon, ( which I underſtarid by ele&:ve, not 
a liberty of doing, or-not doing it ) and con- 
comitant conſideration of what-we do, and 
animadverſion of our own a& : when know- 
ingly and willingly, underſtanding our ſelves 
in what we do, we go out» of our ſelves, and 
live in'God. This is the dependence of which 
L ſpeak.. And it cannot but be attended with 
| tranſcendent” pleaſure in. that other State, 

i L 3 when! 


eculizr 5 and de jure, common, to reaſonable | 


DERIERTIS 7 
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when that knowledg and animadverfion ſhall 
be clear and perfe&:; Both, as this dependence 
zmports, | | 


Nullifying. of ſelf. | 
Magnifying (I may call it Omnifying) 
C of God, a making him all in aYy, 


As it imports ( which it doth moſt evi-| 
dently ), a ſelf-annibulation, a pure mullſying 

of ſelf, *Tis a continual recognition of my 
own nothingneſs, A momently,-iterated con- 
feihon, that my whole being is nothing, but 
a meer puff of 'precarious breath, a bubble 
rais'd from nothing by the arbitrary fiaz of 
the great Creator z reducible, had: he to plea- 
fed, any moment, to nothing again. - Thefe 
are true and juſt acknowledgments,:; and to 
fa well-tempered Soul infinitely pleaſant, when 
he ſtate of the caſe is throughly underſtood 
as now it is), and it hath the apprehenſion 
clear; how the -creation is ſuſtained, how, 
and upon what terms its own being, life 
nd bleſſedneſs are continued to it; that it 
is, by its ſelf, nothing ; and that -it-is, every 
noment, determinable upon the-conftancy of 
the Creators Will, that it is not ſimply nothing. 
Tis not poſſible, that any thing ſhould hin- 
er this conſideration from deing eternally 
elightful > but that diabolical uncreaturely 
ride, that js long ſince baniſh'd Heaven, and 

hat. baniſh'd its very ſubjeqs thence alfo, 

Nothing can ſuit that teraper, but 79 be & 

God; to be wholly independent; to be its 

| own 
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dwn ſufficiency. The thoughts ol. living at 
he will and pleaſure of another, are. grating 3 
but they are only grating to a proud heart, | 
which, here, hath no.place, A Soul natu-. 
rallized to humiliations, accuſtomed to pro» 
ſtrations, and fſclf-abaſements, trained up in 
acts of mortification, and that was brought 
to. glory, through a continued. courle and 
eries of {clf-denial, that, ever fince it firſt 
ame to know it ſelf, was wont to depend 
for every moments breath, for every glimpſe 
of light, for every freſh influence ( 7 ve, yer © 
rot I—): with what pleature doth it, now, 
as it were vaniſh before the Lora ! what de-_ 
ight doth it ta';e- to diminiſh it ſelf, and as. 
ir were di/appear; to contra and [hrivel up 
it ſelf, to ſhrink even .into a-point , into a 
nothing, in the preſence of the divine glo-+ 
ry ; that it may be all 2 all! [Things are, 
now pleaſant ( to the tqul,: 27 its right mind) 
as they are ſuitable; as they carry a comelinels. 
and congruity in them : And} nothing, now, : 
appears more becoming , than ſuch a telt-an-. 
ihilation. Thediſtances of Creator and Crea- 
ure, of Infiaite and Finite, of a necefſary and 
erbitrary being,. of a ſelf-originated and a 
derived being, of what was from everlaſting" 
and what had a beginning, are now b:tter. 
nderſtood than ever. And the Soul by how 
much it is, now, come zearer to God, is more 


apprehenſive of its d:iffance. And tuch a| 


rime and poſture doth, hence, pleaſe it 
beſt, as doth moſt fitly correſpond thereto, 
Nothing is fo pleaſing to it, as to þe « 4, 
Y L + oarhts 
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ught, That temper is moſt grateful that 1s 
oft proper, and which beſt agrees with. its 
ate. Dependence therefore is greatly plea- 
ling, as it is a [eif-nullgfying thing, And yet 
t 1s, in this reſpe&@, pleaſing, but as a means 
to a further end. The pleaſure that at» 
tends it, & higher and more intenſe, ac- 
cording as it more #:mediately attains that 
end, Viz. x 
The magnifying and exalting of God : which 
is the moſt connatural thing to the holy 
oul; the moſt tundamental and deeply 55- 
reſt Law of the new Creature. Self gives 
lace, that God may take it 5 becomes 70- 
_ [#hing, that he may be all- it vaniſhes, that 
his glory may ſhine the brighter. 
| Dependence gives God his proper glory. 
Tis the peculiar honour and prerogative of 
a Deity, to have a world of Creatures hang- 
ing upon it, ſtaying themſelves upon it; to 
| [be the fulcrum, the centre of a lapſing Crea» 
| {tion. When this dependence is voluntary and 
znteisgent, it Carries in 1t a more explicite 
| owning and acknowledgment of God. By 
| how much more this is the diftin& and aus} 
al ſenſe of my Soul, Lord, 1 cannot live but| 
o thee ; ſo much the more openly and plainly]. 
do I ſpeak it out, Lord, thou art God alone 3 
thou art The fulneſs of life and being; The 
| only root and ſpring of life ; The Everlaſtin 
F AM; The being of beings, ; 
How unſpeakably pleaſant, to a holy Soul] 
will fuch a perpetual agnition or acknow 
fedgment of God be! when the perpetuatio 
of 


A _— 


'$f its being, (nal bEnorningel 147] 
zuation of this acknowledgment ; when eve- 


pulſe of the glorified Soul, ſhall be but a.repe- 


Which it now poſſeſſes, to be nothing elſe than 


and: incomes of 'God,. the power and 
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y renewed aſpiration, every motion, every 


ition of it; when it ſhall find, it (elf, in the 
ternity of life, that everlaſting ſtate of life 


n everlaſting teſtimony that God ws God -. He is 
05 for,d am,lI live,l att.,T bave the power to love 
vim; none of which could otherwiſe be.. When 
zmong(ſt the innumerable.myriads of the hea- 
enly hoaſt, this ſhall be the mutual alternate. 
eftimony of each to all the reſt, throughout 


ach ſhall feel continually, the freſh illapſes 


weet- 
eſs of divine influences, . the. enlivenin 


xre yet as ſecure, touching the. continuance 


of this ſtate. of life, as.if\ every one-were & | 


God to himſelf; and did each one pofſels an 
entire God-head, | When their ſenſible depen- 
dence on him, in their glorified ſtate, ſhall 
be his perpetual. triumph over all the imagi-/ 
nary Deities, the fancied A\ amina,. where» 
with he was heretofore provoked to jealou-: 
fie: and he ſhall now have. no- rival left, 
but be acknowledged and known, ta be all #2. 
all. How pleaſant will jit then he, as it were, | 
to loſe themielves in him ! and to: be ſwal- 
lowed up in the overcoming ſenſe of his. 
boundleſs, alſufticient, every-where flowing: 
fulneſs ! do | | 

| And} 


ternity, will not this be pleaſant? When | 


vi-. | 
gour of that vital breath, and find, in; them- | 
lelves, Thus we live and are ſuſtained: and 
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dependence aRually make this fulneſs of God 
their own. ' They are now met in one com- 
mon principle of life and bleſſedneſfs, that is 
ſufficient for them all. They no longer live 
a life of care, are perpetually exempt from 
folicitous thoughts, which here they could 
not perfeAly attain to in their earthly ſtate. 
They have nothing to do but to depend; to 
live upon a- preſent /elf-/afficient good, which 
alone is enough to repleniſh all deſires : elſe 
it were not ſelf-ſufficient. ''* How can we di- 
vide, in our moſt abſtrative' thoughts, the 
3ſhigheft pleaſure, the fulleſt fatisfaion, from 
this! dependence? *Tis to live 'at the rate of 
a God; a God-like life : A living upon im- 
menſe fulneſs, as he lives. ''' © 
2. Subjeftion;, which I place next to de-. 
{pendence,' as being of the ſame' allay. The: 
produd of impreſt Soveraignty 3 as the other,” 
f alſufficient fulneſs: Both impreſſions up-: 
n the creature, correſponding to ſomewhat 

God, moſt incommunicably appropriate to 
im. 

Thi is the Souls | real | and; pra&tical ac- 
nowledgment of the Supream Majeſty ; Its 
omage to its Maker; Its {elf-dedication : 
han which nothing more ſuits the ſtare of 
creature, or the Werit of a Saint. And as 
4t is ſuitable, ?tis pleaſant. ' *Tis that by which. 
he blefſed Sonl' becomes, in its own ſenſe, 
conſecrated thing, a devoted thing, ſacred 
God: its very life and whole 9vecing re- 

'd and made over to him. With what | 
8 EE dclight- 


And then add © to: this; they do by this] 
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delightful reliſhes, what ſweet guſts of plea-| 
ſure is this done! while the Soul taſtes its 
| ownja@; approves it with a full ungainſay- 
ing judgment; ' apprehends the condignity 
and fitneſs of it; aſſents to its ſelf herein ; 
and hath the ready ſuffrage, the harmonious 
concurrence of all its powers! When the 
words are no ſooner ſpoken, Worthy art thou, 
O Lord, to receive glory, honour and power, for 
thor haſt created all things, and for thy plea- 
fare they are and were created ,, but they are 
reſounded from the peretralia, the inmoſt 
bowels, the moſt intimate receptacles, and 
Tecret chambers of the Soul, O Lord, thou art 
worthy: worthy,' that I, and all things ſhould 
be tothee : worthy, to be the Omega, as thou 
art the Alpha; the laſt, as thou art the firſt; 
the ex, as thou art the beginning of all things 3 
- | the Oceay into which all being ſhall flow, 
as the Foxntain from which it ſprang. My 
whole ſelf, and all my powers, the excellen- 
cies now implanted in my being, the privi- 
ledges of my now glorified ſtate, are all worth | 
nothing to me but for thee; pleaſe me only, Y 
as they make me fitter for thee. O the plea- 
ſure of theſe Sentiments, the joy of ſuch 
raptures ! when the Soul ſhall have no other 
notion of it ſelf, than of an everlaſting ſa- 
erifice, always aſcending to God in its own 
mes, 
For, this devotedneſs and ſubjeftion ſpeak 
not, barely, an at, but a ſtate: A Being to | . 
the praiſe of grace * A Living to God, And Fo 12. Is 
*tis no mean pleaſure that the fincere Sout 


finds, 
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finds, in the imperfe& beginnings, the firſt\ 
Eſſays of this life, the initial breathings of 
ſuch a Spirit, its entrance . into this bleſſed 
ſtate: when it makes the firſt tender and 


| _ it); when it firſt hegins to eſteem it 

elf an hallowed thing ;, ſeparate, and ſet a- 
part for God: its firſt a& of unfeigned ſelf- 
reſignation ; when it tells God from the ve- 


thine. Never was marriage-covenant .made 


_ {confent. This quitting--claim to our- ſfelyes, 
' {parting with our ſelyes upon ſuch terms, to 
be the Lords for eyer ; © the peace, the reſt, 
the acquieſcence of Spirit that attends. it! 
When. the poor Soul that was weary. of it 
ſelf, knew not what to do with it ſelf, hath 
now on the ſudden found. this way .of dif 
poſing it ſelf to ſuch an advantage z there 
is pleaſure in this Treaty, Even the previ- 
ous breakings and relentings of the Soul 
! towards God are pleaſant. But, O the plea- 
ſure of conſent ! of Yeilding our ſelves to God 
(as the Apoſtles expreſſion is ) ! When the 
Soul is overcome, and cries out, Lord, now 
1 reſign, I yield; Poſſeſs now thy own right, 
T give up my ſelf to thee. That yeilding. is 
ſubjzRion, ſelf-devoting, z in; order; to futbre 


your ſelves. ſervants to obey, &c.) And never 
did any man enrol: hinfelfz as a ſervant," ts 
the greateſt Prince on earth,. with ſuch joy-. 
Waat pleature is there inthe ' often;aterated 

| re- 
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preſent of it ſelf to God ( as the Apoſtle ex-| 


ry heart, / now give up my ſelf to thee to 'be'| 


with 4uch pleaſure, with ſo © complacential | 


ſervice and obedience, ( To whom ye: yield 


; When one can in a meaſure find that his wil 
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"Yecopnition of thele- tranſaQtions ! in multi4 
plying ſuch bonds upon a mans own Souh 
(though done faintly, while the fear of break; 
ing checks its joy in taking them on)! When 
in the uttering of . theſe words, I am thy ſer- 
vaut, O- Lord; thy ſervant, the ſon of thin 
band-maid, (i.e. thy born-ſervant, alludin 
to that cuſtom and Law among the 7ews ) 
Thy ſervant devoted to thy fear, a man find 
they fit his ipirit, and are aptly expreſſive 0 
the: true ſenſe of his Soul, is it not a grate4 
ful thing ? And how: pleaſant is a ſtate of lifc 
conſequent and! agteeable to ſuch tranſaftio 
and Covenants with: God ! When ?tis meat! 
and. drink. to do his will! When his zea 
eats a man up; and one ſhall find himſel 
ſecretly conſuming for God ! and the vigou 
of his Soul exhalcd in his ſervice! Is it no 
a pleaſant thing ſo to ſpend and be ſpent? 


is. one with Gods, transformed into the: di: 
vine will ; that. there is but one commo 


will and intereſt; and end between him an 
us 5 and fo, that in'ſerving God we reign with 
mm: in ſpending our: ſelves for him, wear 
erfeted in him. Is not this a pleafant life 
ome Heathens have ſpoken at ſuch a rat 
f this kind of life, as might make us wonde 
nd. bluſh. One ſpeaking of a virtuous per- 
ſon, faith; © He is as a good Soldier that 
& bears wounds, and numbers «kars; and at 
« laft, ſmitten- through with darts, dying, 
* will love the Emperor for whom he falls; 
6 he will (faith he ) keep in mind that anci- 
| | © ent: 
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——F ent precept, follow God. But there are that 


« complain, cry out and groan, and are com- 
« pelled by force to do his commands, and 
<« hurried into them againſt their will, and 
©what a madneſs is it ( faith he) to be 
I drawn: rather than follow? And preſently 
after ſubjoins, © We are born ina Kingdom; 
« to obey God is liberty. The ſame perſon 

Trites in a Letter to a friend ; « If thou be- 
Fclieve me when I moſt freely diſcover to 
£& thee the moſt ſecret fixed temper of my 
Soul, in all things my mind is thus form- 
ted: I obey not God fo properly as I afſent 
©to him. I follow him with all my heart, 
© not becauſe I cannot avoid it. And ano- 
her, © Lead me to whatſoever I am appoint- 
Ced, and I will follow thee chearfully ;z but 
© if I refuſe, or be unwilling, I ſhall follow 
© notwithſtanding. | 

A Soul caſt into ſuch a mould, formed in- 
to an obediential ſubje& frame, what ſweet 
peace doth it enjoy ! how pleaſant reſt ! E- 
very thing reſts moſt compoſedly in its, pro- 
per place: A bone out of joint knows no 
eaſe, nor lets the body enjoy any. The crea- 
ture is not in its place but when *tis thus 
abjett, is in this ſubordination to God. By 
Jing out of this ſubordination, the world 


. Jof mankind is become one great. diſjointed 


body, full of weary toſſings, unacquainted 
with eaſe or reſt. That Soul that is, but 
in a degree, reduc'd to that bleſſed ſtate 
nd temper, is as it were in a new world; 
0 great and happy a change doth it aq 

| ce 
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| i& hedience to be more painful than an un- 
< reſtrained \liberty. Were there not 'true| 


|**of Reaſon in the heart, every man would 


| on ſhall be _compleated in it; and the will 


{ſhall no longer check the law of God ; when 
|counter-ſtrivings . of a perverſe, ungoverna- 
[ble heart ſhall ceaſe for ever ; O unconcei- 
[vable bleſſedneſs - of this conſent, the plea- 


icord ! 


feel in it ſelf; But when this transformati- 


of God ſhall be no ſooner known than reſt- 
ed in with a complacential approbation 3 and 
every motion of the firſt and great mover 


wheels ſhall preſently run at the firſt impulſe 
of the great and maſter-wheel, without the 
leaſt rub or heſitation; when the law of fin 


all the contentions of a rebelliogs fleſh ; all the 


{ſure of this joyful harmony, this peaceful ac- 


Obedience, where ?tis due but from one: 
creature to another, carries its no {mall ad- 
vantages with it, and conducibleneſs to a 
pleaſant unſolicitous life. To be particularly 
preſcribed to in things, about which our 
minds would otherwiſe be toſt with various 
apprehenſions, anxious, uncertain thoughts 3 
how great a priviledg is it ! I cannot forget a 


ſhall be an efficacious law to .guide and . de-| 
| termine all - our motions; -and the leffer 


pertinent paſſage of an excellent perſon of re- | 


jcent memory. And (faith he) for plea- 
« {ure, I ſhall profeſs my {ſelf ſo far from do- 
© ting on that popular Idol, Liberty, that I 
& hardly think it poſſible for any kind of o- 


< bounds of Magiſtrates, of Laws, of Piety, 


© have 


Dr. Hain 
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[* have a Fool; I add, a mad Tyrant to his 
[<< Maſter, that would multiply him more ſor 


1 and the reſtraint of Paradiſe ; and was ſur 


Fe Riobteons, 


< rows, than briars and"thorns did to Adam 
£< when he was freed from the bl:/5 at once 


<« Sreater ſlave in the wilderneſs, than'in th 
& incloſure. Would but the Scripture per 
&« mit me that kind of Idolatty, the bindin 
<& my faith' and obedience to any one viſibl 
<« infallible Judg or' Prince, were it the Pope 
&« or the Muft:s, or the grand Tartar; migh 
[< it be reconcileable with my Creed, it woul 
<« be certainly: with my tereſt, to get pre 
« {ently into that poſture of obedience. 

& ſhould learn ſo much of the Barbarian Am- 
« bafſadors in Appiar, which came on pur- 


xeſt. 


© poſe to the Romans to negotiate for leave 
© to be their ſervants. *Twould be my po- 
© licy, if not my piety; and may now be ge 


© wiſh, though not my faith, that I migh 
© never have the trouble to deliberate, t 
© diſpute, to doubt, to chuſe, ( thoſe ſo ma- 
ny profitleſs uneaſineſſes) but only the fa- 
<your to receive commands, and the meek- 
© neſs to obey them. How pleaſurable then 
uſt obedience be to the perfe& will of the 
lefſed God, when our wills ſhall alſo be 
erfetly attempered and conformed there- 
nto! Therefore are we taught, Thy will 
e done in earth as it ts in heaven. What 
s moſt perfe&@ in its kind, gives rule to the 


3. Love. This is an eminent part of the 


image or likeneſs of ' God in his Saints: As 
” it 


th— 
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Iman ſhould be ſolicitous to find water in the 


{which is not only participated from him, 
| but terminated in him, that perfed# Love br Joh. 4. 


[| of Love. 


ſit is that great Attribute of the divine be- 


jing that is, aloze, put to give us a notion 


c conſider it whether in its original, or co-| 
py,) made up of plealantneſſes, All love! 
hath complacency or pleaſure in the nature, 
and moſt formal notion of it. To ſearch for 
pleaſure in love, is the ſame thing, as if a 


Sea, .or light in the body of the Sun. Love 
Zo a friend is not without high pleaſure, when 
jc{pecially he is a&ually preſent, and injoy'd. 
{Love to a Saint riſes higher in noblenets and 
pleature, according to the more excellent 
(qualification of its obje&t. *Tis now in its} 
[higheſt improvement, in both theſe aſpeRs 
'of it; where whatſoever tends to gratifie 
ſour nature, whether as humane, or holy, 
[will be in its full perfetion, Now doth 
{the Soul take up its ſtated dwelling in Love, 
ſeven in God who is love; and as he is 
[Love: *tis now encloſed with Love, encom- 
'paſsd with Love, *tis converſant in the pro- 
{per region, and element of Love. The Love 
jof God is now perfected in it. That Love 


a 


caſts out tormenting Fear : So that here is 
[pleaſure without mixture. How naturally 
{will the blefſed Soul row diflolve and melt 
{into pleaſure! It is new fram'd. on purpoſe 
[for Love - embraces and enjoyments, It 
[ſhall now love like God, as one compoſed] 
It ſhall no longer bz its com- 

M plaint; 


I Joh. 4, 


of God; God # love. This is an excellency 8, 16. 
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laint and burden, that it cannot retaliate in 
ſchis kind; that being beloved it cannot 
ove. 

4. Purity, Yerein alſo muſt the bleſſed 
oul reſemble God, and delight it ſelf. E- 
very one that hath this hope ( viz. of beeng 
ereafter like God, and ſeeing him as he us } 
urifieth himiclf as he is pure. A God-like 
urity is intimately connext with the expeta- 
ion of future bleſſedneſs, much more with 
he fruition. Bleſſed are the pure in heart , 
efides the reaſon there aanext [for they 
all ſee God] (which is to be conſidered 
nder the other head, the pleaſure unto 
which this likeneſs diſpoſes) that propoſt- 
ton carries its own reaſon in it ſelf, tt is 
an incomparable pleaſure that purity carries 
n its owz nature: As fin hath in its very 
ature ( beſides its confequent guilt and {or- 
ow ) trouble and torment beyond expreſſi- 
n. Whatſoever defiles, doth alſo diſturb : 
Nor do any but pure pleaſures deſerve the 
ame. An Epicuras himſelf will tell us, there 
annot be pleaſure without wiſdom, honeſty, 
er of 0g righteouſneſs. *Tis leaſt of all poſſhb 
Micafure, Jehere ſhould, when once a perſon ſhall have 
35 not ſofa right knowledg of himſelf, and ( which is 
much to [the moral impurity whereof we ſpeak) the 
be -_ \filthineſs of fin. I doubt not but much of 
* Fea the torment of Hell, will conſiſt in thoſe 

ce, if 
oth be rightly repreſented to ns. : 

"Our = ow ou &ysv 7% govitus , dna, Ex, Cicer. 
T, ds File | Eo 


Whoſe 
oarine, 
a 


S tO this 


too-late 


{their ſpirits, but to encreaſe their rage and 
| torment. 


| pleaſure of it : For *tis more certain, the in- 


too-late, and deſpairing ſelf-loathings, tho 
ſickly reſentments, the impure wretches wijl 
be poſſeſſed with, when they ſee what hidg-' 
ous deformed nionſters their own wickedne|6 
hath made them. Here the gratification 
of ſenſe that attend it, bribe and ſeduce thei 
judgments into another eſtimate of fin : but 
then, it ſhall be no longer thought of undef 
the more favourable notion of a yauwr:ugey | 
they ſhall taſte nothing but the gall and worm 
wood, 

*Tis certainly no improbable thing , but 
that reaſon being now ſo fully re&ified 
and undeceived, vizors torn off, and thing: 
now appearins in their own likeneſs; 14 
much will be ſeen, and apprehended of th 
intrinſique evil and malignity of their vitia 
ted natures, as will ſerve for the matter © 
further torment z while yet ſuch a ſight ca 
do no more to a change of their temper 
than the Devils faith doth to theirs: Such 
ſights being accompanied with their no+ 
hope of ever attaining a better ſtate, do 
therefore no way tend to mollifie or demulce 


*%V-. 


It is however out of queſtion, that. the 
purity of heaven will infinitely inhance the] 


trinſical goodneſs of holineſs ( which. term I 
need not among theſe 'inſtances; in as much 
as the thing admits not of one entire notion, 
but lies partly under this head, partly under 
the ſecond, that ef devetedneſs to God ) willl 

M 2 | be 


'. 
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Pſal. 119, 
I 40» 


be fully underſtood in Heaven, than the in- 


trinſecal evil of fin in Hell: And when it is 
underſtood, will it not affe&t? will it not 
pleaſe? Even here, how pleaſing are things 
to the pure { but in degree ſo), that parti- 
cipate of the divine purity! Toy word # very 


/oveth it, Under this notion do holy ones 
rake pleaſure cach 1n other; becauſe they 


Fathers image, in one another : Will it not 


| tbe much more pleaſing to find it each one 
Derfect in himſelf? to feel the eaſe, and peace, ' 
and reſt, that naturally goes with it? A man | 
hat hath any love of cleanlineſs, if caſually | 
lung'd into the mire, he knows not what | 


to do with himſelf, he phanſies his own 


tend purity : it hath it even init ſelf, The 


pleaſant words ( words of pleafantneſſes it 
might be read): That pure breath that goes 
from him, 1s not without a certain pleafſu- 


another, much more to himſelf, eſpecially 
when every thins correſponds > and ( as 
the expreſſion is) he finds himſelf clear 
throughout. | 

5- Liberty, ( Another part of the Divine 


likeneſs, wherein we are to imitate God ) 


cannot but be an unſpeakable fatisfaQion. 
Suppoſing ſuch a ſtate of the notion of li- 


berty as may render it really a perfeRion : 
which 


pare (faith the Plalmilt) rherefore thy ſervant | 


lee ſomewhat of the divine likeneſs, their | 


cloaths to abhor him ( as Fob rhetorically | 
ſpeaks ); ſo, doth as natural a pleaſure at- | 


words of the pure ( faith the Wiſe-man) are 


rableneſs acconipanying it. And if ſo to 


T 
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which otherwiſe it would be a wickegnels 
to impute to God, and an impoſſibility to 
partake from him. Ws” 

I here ſpeak of the moral hberty of a Saint, 
as ſuch; not of the natural liberty of a man, 
as aman: and of the /zberty conſummate of 
Saints in glory ; not of the zzchoate, iumper- 
fect liberty of Saints on earth: 2 

And therefore the intricate controverſies 
about the liberty of the humane will, lye 
out of our way, and need not give us any 
trouble, | 
 *Tis out of queſtion that this Liberty con- 
liſts not ( what ever may be faid of any 0- 
ther) in an equal propenſion to good or evil 
nor in the wills independency on the praQi- 
(cal underſtanding ; nor in a various uncer- 
tain mutability, or inconſtancy ; nor is it ſuch 
as is oppoſed to all neceſſity; *tis not a li- 
berty from the government of God, * nor 


moſt elegible Objc&s. 


that which, I xemember, the Hiſtorian tells us was 


mino quam in libertates Tacit. An. 1.2, 


| But it is a liberty from the ſervitude of 


| 


from a determination to the ſimply beſt, and 


{in, from the ſeduftion of a miſguided Juds 
ment; and the allurement of any infoaring 
forBidden Objet : conſiſting in an. abound] 
ied amplitude and. enlargedneſs of Soul\to- 
wards God, and indetermination to any infe] 

ſp M 3; riour 


Which 
a no 
ore des 
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jtzon of the Armenians ; who having caſt off the gqvernmentg 
that was over them, became Incerti, ſolutique, &* mages ſine Do- 
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noitra no! 
"CRF; 3 
eft ſub;e(120 


* Libertas 


d Den þ. k Lo 
- ihe vet 1m. And unto which the many deſcripti- 
ſed ampli- bÞns and elogies agree moſt indiſputably , 
tndo ci which from ſundry Authors are congeſted to-|. 
_ _- by Gzbzexf, * in that ingenious Tra- 
Give Rate of Liberty. 

De livert. 
Dei &* crefture lib, 1. CG. 32. 


riour good: reſulting * from an entire ſub- 
ion to the divine will, a ſubmiſſion to 
the order of God, and ſteady adherence to 


As that, He 1s free that lives as he will,| 
( from Cicero inſiſted on by SE. Ang. de Civit, 
Dez lib. 14. c.25.) i.e. who neither wiſhes 
any thing, nor fears any thing; who in all 
hings acquieſces in the will of God 5 who 
inds nothing but his own things, and ac- 
ounts nothing his own but God 5 who fa- 
ors nothing but God; who is mov'd only 
by the will of God. 

Again; He is free, that cannot be hindred, 
eing willing, nor forced being unwilling (from 
EpitFetus ) 1. e. who hath always his will z 
as having perfetly ſubjeRed it to the will 
of God, (as the 1ame Auther explains him- 
elf ). 

Again; He ts free that is maſter of himſelf 
( from the (wilians ) z. e. (as that liberty 
reſpedts the {pirit of a man) that hath a mind 
ndependent on any thing foreign and alie 


þo himſelf. 


That only filloys God (from Philo Fnde 
us ); That lives according to his own reaſo 
"from Ariſtotle ): With many more of like 


"Tk Bleſſedneff of the Riehteons. | 


import; that alone does fully and perfe&tly 
ſute thar ſtate of liberty the bleſſed Soul ſhall 
hereafter eternally enjoy ; as that Author 
often acknowledges. - —- 

This is the glorious Liberty of the Children 


free. Liberty indeed, meatured and. regu- 
lated by the royal Law of Liberty, and which 
is perfeted only in a perfe& ' conformity 


of God ;, the Liberty wherewith the Son makes | 


thereto. There is a moſt ſervile * liberty , 
a being (a) free from rigliteouſnels, which 
under that ſpecious name and ſhew, [b) en- 
| ſlaves a man to corruption: and there is as 
free 4 fg by which a man is {till the 
more free, by how much the more he ſerves, 
and is ſubje& to his ſuperiours will, and 
governing influences and by how much 
the leſs poſſible it is, he ſhould ſwerve there- 
from *, 


valeat trahi catenam, Sen, Trag: (4) Rom. 6. 20, (6b 

* Liberior quo divine gratie ſubjedior, Primum Li 
trium, quod homini datum e(t, quando primium creatus 
potuit non peccare; ſed potuit & peccare, Hoc autem 
eo potentins erit, qua peccare non potutt. 
ltb. 22. C. 30. 


The neareſt approaches therefore of the 
Soul to God; It's moſt intimate unton with 
him, and . entire tubjetion to him in its 
glorified ſtate, makes its liberty confumniate, 
Now is its deliverance compleat, its bands 
are fallen off; *tis perfely diſentangled from 
all . the ſnares of death, in which it was 
formerly held; tis under no fcftraints, ops 
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preſt by no weights, held down by no clogs: 
It hath the free exerciſe of all its powers ; 


| hath every faculty and affe&ion at command 
' How unconceivable a pleature is this ! Witty 


| what delight doth the poor priſoner o_ 


| tain himſelf, when his manacles and fetter 
| are knockt off! ! when he's enlarged from hi 
| loathſom dungeon, and the houſe of his bon] 
| dage; breathes in a free air > can diſpoſe 
| of himſelf, and walk at liberty whither he! 
| will ! The bird eſcaped from his Cage, or 
| freed from his Line and Stone, that reſiſted} 
{Its vain and too feeble ſtruglings before ; 
| how pleaſantly doth it range! with what 
| joy doth it clap its WINgs, and Take its flight !! 
' A faint Emblem of the joy, wherewith that: 
| Plealant chearſul note ſhall one day be ſung} 
| {and chanted forth, Our ſoul is eſcaped, as a 
| bird out of the ſnare of the Fowler ;, the ſnare! 
lis broken, and we are eſcaped, There is now! 
no place for {uch a complaint, 7 would, but; 
[7 cannot; 1 would turn my thoughts to! 
{slorious objeRs, but I cannot, The bleſ-| 


(+ 


CH SRER IONS.” 


|Hted Soul feels it {elf free from all contine-! 


[ment: nothing reſiſts its will, as its will, 
[doth never reſiſt the will of God. It| 
'knows no limits, no reſtraints; is not tied| 
{up to this or that particular good ; but ex-; 
patiates freely in the immenſe univerſal 
all-comprehending goodnels of God him-) 
elf. 
| And this liberty is the perfect Image| 
and likeneſs of the liberty of God, efpe-| 
cially in its conſummate ſtate.. In its pro-! 
==] 
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| Sreſs towards it, it increaſes as the So 
draws: nearer to God : which nearer ap 
proach is not in re{pe& of place, or loca 


POP EINER a mY 


a—_ and excellent in himſelf, ſo is it in 
im, 
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tas noſtra,' in ortu,. iſt capacitas Dei. In progreſſu, 1? 
longe clarior ; progreſſus enim attenditur penes acceſſum 
Deum;, qui quidem now locals propinquitate, ſed 1m 
aſſemilatione conſtat, &* ea utique imitatione, & aſſim 
| eundum quam, ficut Deus eft ſublimis, & excelſus ſtep 
| mo eft ſublimis, & excelſus Deo, & altitydo ejus Deus 
quit D. Auguſtinus. Conſummatio denique lipertatis 
homo in Deum, feliciſimo glorie celiftis ſtatu, transfor 
| Deus omnia 74; efſe incipits Qui quidem poſtremus ſtat 
| @ prioreom quippe home tum non modo inalligatus eſt Ct 
| nec circa illas negotiatur, etiam referendo in finem—— 
| turis ſe, inſundit, nec per #las procedit, ut ſaczebat cum 
{ſed in ſolo Deo, & conquitſeit & effundit ſe placidiſſume 


| ejus, cum ſit ad preſentifſimum & conjunctiſſumum- bonum, 


| quiet; quam motuz, Gib. I. 2. C. 14. 
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| Tts conſummate liberty is, when it is ſo} 
fully transformed into. that likeneſs of God)! 
[as that he is all to it, as to himſelf. So 
[that as he is an infinite ſatisfa&or to him- 
| felf; his likeneſs in this reſpeR, is the very 
\ſatisfaftion it {elf of the bleſſed Soul. 

| 6. Tranquillity. This alfo is an eminent 
[part of that aſſimilation to God , wherein 
[the bleſſednels of the holy Soul muſt be 
[underſtood to lye: a perfe&t compolure, al 
;perpetual and everlaſting calm, an eternal 
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| Nearneſs, but likeneſs, and conformity t0{exemplars, 
him; in reſpe& whereof, as God is moſt} 7» per- 


etua ejus 


zmitatione 


tum, five progreſſum, ſive conſummationem tjus intueaſss s Liber- 
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vacancy from all unquietneſs or perturbati= 
on. Nothing can be ſuppoſed more inſepa- 
rably agreeing to the nature of God than! 
this: Whom Scripture witneſſes to be with-; 
out variableneſt or ſhadow of change. There; 
can be no commotion without mutation ! 
nor can the leaſt mutation have place in a; 
perfely ſimple and uncompounded nature : | 
Whence even Pagan reaſon hath been wont; 
to attribute the moſt undiſturbed and unal-! 
terable tranquillity to the nature of God. ! 
Balaam knew it was incompatible to him to: 
lye or repent. And ( ſuppoling him to ſpeak | 
this from a preſent inſpiration ) it is their 
common Dodrine concerning God. eLny| 
the leaſt troubles and tempeſts (ſaith one) are! 
far exiled from the tranquillity of God, for all 
the inhabitants of heaven do ever enjoy the ſame | 
ſtable renour, even an eternal equality of mind. 
And alittle after ſpeaking of God,faith he, *Tzs.| 
neither poſſible he ſhould be moved by the force of | 
another, for nothing u ſtronger than God: nor of 
his own accord, for nothing ts perfetter than God. | 

And whereas there is lomewhat that is! 
mutable, and ſubje& to change ; ſomewhat | 
that is ſtable and fixt: 1» which of thoſe na-/ 
tures (faith another) ſhall we place God ? muſt 
we not in that which is more ſtable and fixt, and! 
free from this fluidneſs and mutabilsty ? For 
what 8s there among all beings, that can be ſtable; 
or conſiſt, if God ds not by his own touth ſtay, 
and ſuſtain the nature of it * | 


#) &TNNARY wAoH Tz pzv pet]og T'T8) &c, Max. Ty l. 


Hence 


a. 


| Hence is it made a piece of deformity, of 
likeneſs to God, by another who tells his 


* d4 ' 


_ 


friend, It is an high and great thing which 
thou defireſt, and even bordering upon a Deity ; 
not to be moved. 6 


| Deoque vicenum z non concuts, Sen. de tranquil. Animi, 


Yea, ſo hath this DoQrine been inſiſted 
on by them, that ( while other Divine per- 
feQtions have been leſs underſtood -), it hath | 
occaſioned the Stoical aſſertion of fatality to 
be introduced on the one hand, and rhe Epi- 
picurean negation of providence on the other 3 
leſt any thing ſhould be admitted that might 
ſeem repugnant to the tranquillity of their 
Numinga. | 

But we know that our God doth what- 
loever pleaſeth him, both in heaven and 
earth; and that he doth all according to 
the wife counſel of his holy will ; freely, 
not fatally, upon the eternal previſton, *and 
foreſight of all circumſtances and events: fo 
that nothing can occur that is new to him, 
nothing that he knows not how to improve 
to good; or that can therefore infer any 
alteration of his counſels, or occaſion to him 
the leaft perturbation or difquiet in reference 
to them. 

Holy Souls begin herein to imitate him, 
as foon as they firſt give ' themſelves up 
to his wiſe and gracious condut. *Tis e- 
nough that he is wiſe for himſelf and them. 
Their hearts ſafely truſt in him. They com- 
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-| ſions of trouble, the inward diſpoſitions there- 


| mit themſelves with unſolicitous confidence; | 


to his guidance; knowing he carxot himfelf 
be miſ-led, and that he 'will not mif-lead 
them. As «4braham followed him, not know- 
ing whither he went, And thus, by fazhy 
they enter into his reſt. 


enter into it, or however abogt the borders: 


gives them a ſtated ſettlement of ſpirit in 
this reſt. They before did owe their tranquil- | 
lity to their faith ; ow to their aQtual fruzts- 
on, Their former acquielcency, and ſedate 
temper was hence, that they believed God | 
would deal well with them at laſt; their pre- 
[ext, for that he hath done ſo. Thoſe words 
have now their fulleſt ſenſe ( both as to the 
reſt it ſelf which they mention; and the ſea- 
ſon of it) Return to thy reſt, O my ſoul, for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. The 
occaſions of trouble, and a paſſive temper of ſpi-| 
rit are cealed together. There is now no | 
fear. without, nor terror within. The rage 
of the world is now allay'd, it ſtorms no 
longer. Reproach and perfecution have found 
a period. There is no more dragging before 
Tribunals, nor .haling into Priſons; no more | 
running into dens and deſerts; or wandring 
to and fro in Sheep-skins, and Goat-skins. 
And with the ceſſation of the external occa- 


to are alſo ceaſed. All infirmities of ſpirit, 
tumultuating paſhons, unmortified corrupti- 
ons, doubts, or imperfet knowledg of the 
k love 


They do now in their preſent ſtate, only | 


Their future aſſimilation to God in this, | 


Baba: 


Goa. eh 
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ove of God, are alfozether vamitied; and 


fone away for ever. 


And indeed, that perfe& cure wrought 
within, is the fouls great ſecurity from all 
uture diſquiet. A well tempered ſpirit hath 
een wont ftrangely to preferve its own 


eace in this unquiet world. Phzloſophy hath 


oaſted much in this kind; and Chriſtianity 
erformed more. 
The Philoſophical ( yaalwn, or) calm- 
els of mind, is not without its excellency 
nd praiſe : © That ſtable ſettlement and fix- 
F< edneſs of ſpirit, that «Ivuiz (as the Mo- 
, among the Grecians, and which he calls 

© Trarquillity ); when the mind is always 
6 equal, and goes a ſmooth even courle, is 
© propitious to it ſelf, and beholds the things 
© that concern it with pleaſure, and inter- 
©rupts not this joy, but remains in a -pla- 
«cid ſtate, never at any time exalting or de- 
« preſling it ſelf. But how far doth the Chr:- 
ſtian peace {urpals it ! That peace which paſſeth 
all underſtanding; that amidft ſurrounding 
dangers, enables the holy Soul to fay (with- 
out a proud boaſt) None of all theſe things 
»970ve me, The peace that immediately re- 
ſults from that faith which unites the Soul 


«raliſt tells us, it was wont to be termed * 


Fen. de 


'anquil, 
Nm, 


AR. 20, 
24 


with God, and fixes it upon him as its firm 
baſis, When tis kepe in perfett peace, by being 
ftay'd upon him, becanſe it truſts in him. When 
the heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord, fille 
Full of joy, and peace, or of joyous peace, (by 
And 


an & dis Soy ) 27 believing 


[ſa. 26 3 
Pſal. 112, 
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Rom, 15. 
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 {iſtency in the midſt of ſtorms and tempeſts : 


And if Philoſophy and ( which far trani- 
cends it ) Chriſtianity, Reaſon and Faith , 
have that ſtatique power, can ſo compoſe 
the ſoul, and reduce it to ſo quiet a con- 


pr" 


how perfeG& and contentful a repoſe, will the 
immediate viften, and enjoyment of God af- 
ford it, in that ſerene and peaceful Region, 


moleſtation from without, or principle of dit: 
reſt within ! 


where it ſhall dwell for ever, free from any | 
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[The Pleaſure ariſing from knowing, or 


[ſure of being like God, as that is apprehended | 
by a ſpiritual ſenſation, a feeling of that in- |, 


CHAP. IA 


conſidering our ſelves to be like 
God: from conſidering zt, I Abſo- | 


lutely, 2. Comparatively , or reſpe- | 
Hively; To the former ſtate of the Soul, 
1o the ſtate of Ioſt Souls, To its pat- 
tern, Tothe way of accompliſhment, To 
the Souls own expeFations, To what | 
it fecures. The Pleaſure whereto it | 
diſpoſes, of #nion, communion. A 
compariſon of this Righteouſneſs, with 
this Bleſſedneſs. 

| 


12. Ere is alſo to be conſidered, the plea- ; 


ſure and ſatisfattion involv/d in this | 
aſſimilation to God, as it is known or refiett- | 
ed on, or that ariſes from the cognolci of this | 


ltkeneſs, ; 


PF: 
: 
; 


We have hitherto diſcourſed of the plea- | 


7 
3” 
5 


ward refitude, that happy pleaſure of Souls | 
now perfeatly reſtored: We have yet to! 
conſider a further pleaſure, which accrews | 
from the Souls animadverſion upon it lelfs| 
its contemplating it ſelf thus . happily trans-| 
os £ formed, 


| 
s 


5 x6 =, ads 5 —— 7; 
IO ad {4 : 
' VEE 


Te 1 TE Bieedneſe of the Toghromns. 


ormed, And though that very ſenſation be 


k 


{ 
4 


turn its eye from glory to-glory, from beau- 


not without ſome animadverſion ( as indeed 
no {cnfible perception can be performed with- 
ut it), yet we muſt conceive a conſequent 
nimadverſion, which is much more expli- 
ite and diſtint; and which therefore yields 

very great addition of ſatisfa&tion and de- 
ight. As when the bleſſed Soul ſhall turn 
ts eye upon it {elf, and deſignedly compole 
nd ſet it {clf to conſider its preſent ftate 
nd frame ; the conſideration it ſhall now 
have of it ſelf, and this likeneſs impreft upon 
it, may be either + 


Abſolute, or 
Comparative and reipeCtive. 


this be, when the glorified foul ſhall now 


when it ſhall dwell in the contemplation of * 
t felf? - View it felf round on every part, | 
ty to beauty, from oneexcellency to another ; 
nd trace over the whole' draught of this 
mage, this fo exquiſite piece of divine 


t leiſure every charaer of glory the blefſed 


n upon its felf? When the glorified eye, | 
nd civinely 'enlightned and infpirited mind, 
all apply it ſelf to criticize, and make a! 


| 
| 


x. Abſolute. Howpleaſfing a ſpeQacle will | 


ntentively behold its own glorious frarne ? | 


rkmanſhip, drawn ovit in its full perfeRi- | 


udgment upon every feveral lineament, pe} | 


y touch and ftroke; ſhall Nay it felf, and 
crupulouſly infiit upon every part? View 


God 
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God hath inftamp*d upon it ; How ,will this 
likeneſs now fatisfie! And that expreſſion ! 
of the bleſſed Apottle ( taken norice of upon} 
tome other occaſion formerly ) | The glory 
to be revealed in us], ſees to impor. :n it 
a reference to ſuch a {elf intuition : What: 
derves revelation for, but in order t© viſion 5 ? | 
{What 1s it, but an expoſing things to view 2! 
And what is tevealed in us, 15 cnully expo) 
led to oxr own view. 

All the time, from the Souls Giſt conver- 
[fion till now, God hath been as it were at 
work upon it, (--He that wrought us to, & ): 
hath been labouring it, ſhaping it, poli! hir . 
it, ſpreading his own glory upon it, inlay» 
ang, inameling it with glory: now at : laft, 
[the whole work is revegaled, the Curt tain 184 
drawn alide, the bleſſed Soul awakes. Come | 
inow, ſaith God, behold my work;, ice what. 
11 have done upon thee, let my work now | 

fee the light; I dare expoſe it to the cenſure 
of the moſt curious eye, let thine own have | 
the pleaſure of beholding it, It wes a work| 
carried on in a Myſtery, fecretly wrought, 
[d as in the lower parts of the earth, as we 


{alluded before ) by a Spirit that came and 


went no man could tell how. Beſides, that! 
in the general only, we knew we ſhould be| 
like him, it did not yet appear what we ſhould 
'be; now ti appears: there is a revelation of 


'this glory. O the raviſhing pleaſure of its} 


ſrſ appearance! and it will be a glory al- 


ways freſh and Alouriſhins ( as Fob's ex+ 
p_ is, My glory was freſh in me ) and 


will 
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2 Cor.4.6, 


| Proy.4-18, 


' 


{will afford a freſh undecaying pleaſure fof 


ever. 

2, The blefled Soul may alfo be ſuppoſed 
to have a comparative and refſpe&ive con- 
fideration. of the impreſſed glory. That 
is, fo as to compare it with, and refer it | 
to ſeveral things that may come into con- 
ſideration with it: and may fo heighten 
its own delight in the contemplation there- 
of. | 
1. If we conſider this impreſſion of glory, in 


reference to its former loathſom deformities that 


were upon it, and which are now vaniſhed 
and gone : how unconceivable a pleaſure 
will ariſe from this compariſon ! When the 
Soul ſhall conſider at once what it #, and 
what once zt was , and thus bethink it ſelf : 
I that did ſometimes bear the accurſed image 
of the Prince of darkneſs, do now reprelent 
and partake of the holy, pure nature of the 
Father of lights. I was a meer Chaos, an 
hideous heap- of Deformity, Confuſion and 
Darkneſs, But he that made light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, ſhined into me, to givethe knowleds 
of the light of his own glory in the face of Feſus 
Chriſt; and ſince, made my way as the ſhi- 
ning light, ſhining brighter and brighter unto 
this perfett day, I wasan habitation for Dra- 
gons, a Cage of noiſom Tufts; that as Ser- 
pents and Vipers, were 'winding to and fro 
through all my faculties and powers, and 
preying upon. my very vitals. Then was I 
hateful to God, and an hater of him; fin 
and vanity had all my heart. The charming 

invi- 
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| time faid to my heart, Come, now let's go 


——_— 


— 


lately lay among the pots, as the wings of a 


Invitations, and allurements of grace, were Þ 
muſick to a dead man; to think a ſeriou 
thought of God, or breathe forth an affe&io- 
nate defire after him, was as much againſt my 
heart, as to pluck out mine own eyes, or offer 
violence to mine own life. 
After, 1 began to live the Spiritual new 
life; how flow and faint was my progreſs 
and tendency towards perfe&tion ? how indif-| 
poſed did I find my {elf to the proper ' a&ti- 
ons of that life? To go about any holy {pt- 
ritual work, was too often, as to climb ari 
Hill, or ftrive againſt the ſtream; or as an 
attempt to fly without wings. I have ſome- 


pray, love God, think, of heaven;, but O how 
liſtleſs to theſe things! how lifeleſs in them ! 
Impreffions made; how quickly loft ! graci- 
ous frames, how ſoon wrought off and gone ! 
chara&ters of glory raz'd out, and overtprea 

with earth and dirt ! Divine comelineſs hat 

now at Jength made me perfe&. The glory 
of God doth now intloath me ; they are his or- 
naments I now wear. He hath made me that 


dove covered with ſilver, and her feathers with 
yellow gola; He hath put another nature into 
me, the true likeneſs of his own holy divine 
nature; He hath now perfetly maſter'd and 
wrought out the enmity of my heart againſt 
him. Now to be with Gad is my very ele- 
ment. Loving, admiring, praiſing him, are 
as natural as breathing once was. I am all 


c 


ſpirit and life , I feel my ſelf disburthened, 
N 2 an 
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- Feternal excellency. Sin and death are finiſh- 


{He hath now the whole of me. I enjoy and 


| accurſed Souls : They were as capable of this 


weights that hung upon me. No body of 
aeath doth now incumber me, no deadneſs of 
heart, no coldneſs of love, no drowſie ſloth, 
no averſencls from God, no earthly mind, no 
ſenſual inclinations or affeftions, no ſinful di- 
viſions of heart between God and Creatures. 


delight in none but him: O bleſſed change} 
O happy day ! 

2. If in contemplating it ſelf, cloathed with 
this likeneſs, it reſpett the ſtate of damned Souls, 
what tranſports muſt that occaſion ! what 
raviſhing tefentments! When it compares 
humane nature in its higheſt perfeQion, with 
the ſame nature in its utmoſt depravation ? 
An unſpeakably more unequal compariſon 
than that would be, of the moſt amiable love- 
ly perſon, flouriſhing in the prime of youth- 
ful ftrength and beauty, with a putrified rot- 
ten carcaſs, deformed by the corruption of 
a loathſome grave. When glorified Spirits | 
ſhall make ſuch a' refle&ion as this: Lo, here! 
we ſhine in the glorious brightneſs of the di-| 
vine Image; and behold yonder deformed 


Slory as we; had the ſame nature with us, 
the {ame reaſon, the ſame intelleARual facul- 
ties and powers; but what monſters are 
they now become ? They eternally hate the 


ed upon them. They have each of them | 
an hell of horror and wickedneſs in it ſelf. 
Whence is this amazing difference! Though 
this 


and Unclogg'd of all the heavy oppreſſive 
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this cannot but be an awful wonder, it can- 
not alſo but be temper'd with pleaſure and 
joy. 

3. We may ſ-ppoſe this Band to be conſs- 
dered in reference to its pattern, and-in com- 
pariſon therewith; which will then be an- 


| other way of keightaing the pleaſure that 


ſhall ariſe thence. Such a frame and conſtitution 
of ſpirit is full of delights initielf ; but when 
it ſhall be refer*d to its Priginal, and the cor- 


obſerv'd and view'd 5 how exactly they ac- 
cord, and anl{wer ck other, #s face doth 
face in the water; this cannot ſtill but add 
pleaſure to p!-.fure, one Celisht to another. 
When the blcſied Soul that! interchangeably 
turn its eye to G-, 2nd it ſelf; and confi- 
der the agreement of glory to glory; the le- 
veral derived excellencics to the original, He 
is wiſe, and ſo am I; holy, and {o am I. I 
am now made perfe as my heavenly Father 
is : this gives a new reliſh to the former 
pleaſure. How will this likeneſs pleaſe under 
that notion, as z# # his; a likeneſs to hin { 
O the accent that will be put upon thoſe. ap- 


[ His ] holineſs, and of the [ Divine ] na- 
ture ! Perſonal excellencies in themſelves con- 
ſidered, cannot be refleFed on, but with ſome 
pleaſure; but to the ingenuity of a child, 
how eſpecially orateful will it be, to ob- 
ſerve in it ſelf ſuch and ſuch graceful deport- 


ther ! So he was wont to ſpeak; and aQ, and 
N'2 de- 


reſpondency between the one and the other be. 


propriative words to be made partakers of 


ments, wherein it naturally imitates its fa- 


| 
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Phil. 2.7. 


2 Pet. 1.4 
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emean himſelf, How natural 1s it wzto love to 
ﬀe& and aim at the imitation of the perſon 
oved ! So natural it muſt be to take compla- 
ency therein; when we have hit our mark,and 
tchiev'd our deſign. The purſuits and attain- 
ments of love are proportionable and correſpon- 
ent each to other. 
And what heart can compaſs the greatneſs of 
this thought, ro be made like God! Lord, was 
there no lower pattern than thy ſelf, thy glori- 
ous bleſſed ſelf, according to which to form a 
worm ! This cannot want its due refentments 
in a glorified fate. 
4. T his transformation of the bleſſed Soul in- 
zo the likeneſs of God, may be viewed by it, in 
reference to the way of accompliſhment ;, as an 


dous means : which will certainly be a plea- 
fing contemplation. When it refle&s on the 
method and courſe infifted on, for bringing 
this matter to pals; views over the work 
of redemption, in its tendency to this end, 
The reftoring Gods Image in Souls; conſiders 
Chriſt manitefted zo xs, in order to his being 
revealed and formed iz «: That God was made 
in the likeneſs of man, to make men after the 
likeneſs of God; that he partook with us of 
the bumane nature, that we, might with him 
partake of the dzvine; that he aſſumed our 
fleſh, in order to impart to us his Spirit, 
When it ſhall be' conſidered, for this end had 
we fo many great and preciow promiſes; for 
this end did the glory of the Lord fhine upon 
4 through the glaſs of the Goſpel; that we gy 


{:C 


end, brought about by ſo amazing ftupen- | 
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be made partakers, Te. that we mor be Coane 
ged, &c. Yea, when it ſhall be called to mind, 
C though it be far from following hence, thar 
this is the only or principal way, wherein 
the life and death of Chriſt have influence, 
in order to our eternal happineſs ) that our, 


ord Jeſus lived for this end, that we might 
earn 1o to walk, as he alſo walked; that he 
died that we might be conformed to his death , 
that he roſe again that we might with him 
attain the reſurrettion of the dead; that he was 
in us the hope of glory, that he might be n ws 
( that is, the ſame Image that bears his Name) 
our final conſummate glory it {elf allo. With 
[what pleaſure will theſe harmonious congrui- 
ities, theſe apt correſponJencies, be look'd into 

at laſt ! | | 
Now may the glorified Saint ſay, I here {ce 
the end the Lord Jeſus came into the world tor, 
] fee for what he was lift up, made a {pe&tacle ; 
that he might be 4 transforming one. Whar 
the eftufjons of his Spirit were tor; why it to 
earneſtly ſtrove with my way-ward heart, I 
now behold in my own Soul, the fruit of the 
travel of his Soul. This was the proj:& of re- 
deeming love, the deſign of ail powertul Gol- 
pel-grace, Glorious atchievement! bleſſed end 
of that great and notable undertaking ! happy 
flue of that high deſign ! | 
5. With a referenge te all their own expectat;- 
lons and endeavours. When it ſhall be con{i- 
(dered by a Saint in glory ; The attaininent of 
this perfett likeneſs tro God, was the utmoT 
nark of all my defigns and aims; the term | 
= N4 .. 
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w; all my hopes and deſires. . This is that T' 
1pag%d and laboured for 3 that whichIpray'd | | 


| {a1 #y waiced for; which | {o earneſtly breath'd ' 
| after, and reſtleſtly purſu'd. Ir was but to | 
recover the defaced image of God: To be again | 


; \made like him, as once I was. Now I have' 

; -atrained my end I have the fruit of all my / 

Jabour and travels; I fee now the truth of: 

' 'thoſe (often) encouraging words, Bleſſed are | 

F- 'they that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, | 

fer they ſhall be filled. Be not weary of well-doing, | 

1  ifor ye jhall reap) if ye faint not, What would | 

| { once have given for a ſteady abiding frame | 

of holineſs, for an heart conſtantly bent and | 

{biaſfſed toward God ; conſtantly ſerious, con- 

Fs antly tender, lively, 'wacct: ful, heavenly, ſpi-! 

'ritua), meek, humble, chearful, ſelf-denying ?| 

; How have i cryed and ſtriven for this, to] 
'S2t ſuch a heart! ſuch a temper of ſpirit !, 
; | How have I pleaded with God and my own 

: ' Soul, in order hereto ! How often over have 

j {T ſpread this deſire before the Searcher and' 

1 ; Jadg of hearts; Turn me out of all my world-! 

9 conforts, ſo chow give me but ſuch a heart ;, 


; | Let me ſpend my days in a.Priſon, or a Deſart,' 
= ſo [ have but ſuch a heart, Trefuſe no reproaches,' | 
bs | no loſſes, no tortures, may I but have ſuch a! 


| | heart ? How hath my Soul been ſometimes! 

, | raviih'd with the very thoughts of ſuch a tem-! 
| | per of ſpirit, as hath appeared amiable in! 
| my eye, but I could not attain? and what! 

| a torture acain hath it heen that [ could, 
; pot? What grievance in all the world, in all! 
'| ; the days ot my vanity, did I ever find com-! 

| parable} 
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Parable to this; To Ve able to frame to my [e 

by Scripture, and rational light and rules, the 
Notion and Idea of an excellent temper of ſpi- 
'rit and then to behold it, to bave it in view, 


land not be able toreach it, to poſſeſs my Soul of 


 ? What indignation have 1 ſometimes con- 
ceived againſt mine own Soul, when I have 
found it wandring, and could not reduce it 
hovering, and could not fix itz dead, and 
could nor quicken it, low, and could not 
raiſe it ? How earneſtly have I expe@ed this 
blefled day, when all thoſe diſtempers ſhould 
[be perfeatly healed, and my -Soul recover an 
[healthy, lively, ſpiritual frame ? "What freſh 
ebullitions of joy will here be, when all for- 
mer defires, hopes, endeavours are crowned 


4 


| 


I 


'Harveſt. They that have ſown#n tears, do now 
[reap in joy. They that went out weeping, bear- 
lang precious ſeed, now with rejoycing , bring 
[their ſheaves with them. 

| 6. Ia reference to what this impreſt likeneſs 
ſtall for ever ſecuretoit : an everlaſting amity 
and friendſhip with God:, that it ſhall never fin, 
nor be ever frown more. 

” I, That itſhall ſin no more. 


for *tis-holy throughout; in every point con- 
formed to' his nature and will; there remain 
In it nothing coitrary to him. - It may there 
{fore certainly-conclude, it ſhall never be liab 

|to the danger of doing any thing, but wha 

{is good in his fight: and what ſolace wil 
the bleed Soul find in this! If zow an Ange 


—— 


with ſucceſs and fruit! This joy is the joy of | 


The perfe&t-' 
ed image of God in it, is its ſecurity for this :j 
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from Heaven ſhould aſſure it, that from ſuch: 
an hour it ſhould ſm no more, the world 
would not be big enough to hold ſuch a Soul. 
It hath now eſcaped the deadlicſt of dangers, 
the worſt of deaths, (and which even. in its 
preſent ſtate, upon more deliberate calmer 
thoughts it accounts ſo ) the ſting of death, 
the very deadlineſs .of death; the Hell of 
Hell it ſelf. The deliverance is now com- 
pleat which cannot but end in delight and 
praiſe. | 
2. That God can never frown more. This 
*tis hence alſo aſſured of: How can he but 
take perfe& everlaſting complacency in his 
own perfe& likeneſs and image ; and behold 
with pleaſure his glorious workmanſhip , 
now never ligble to impairment or decay ? 
How pleaſant a thought is this, The bleſſed 
God never beholds me but with delight ! 
I ſhall always behold his ſerene countenance, 
his amiable face never covered with any 
clouds, never darkned with any frown ! < I 


'< with flames and terrors. Theſe occaſions 


© ſhall now have cauſe to complain no more ; 
« My God is a ſtranger to me, he conceals 
<« himſelf, I cannot ſee his. face ;, lo, he is in- 
© compaſt with Clouds and darkneſs, or 


are for ever ceaſed. God fees no caule, ei- | 
ther to behold the blefſed Soul with diſplea- 
ſure, or with diſpleaſure to avert from it, and 
turn off his eye. And will not this eternally 
ſatisfie ! When God himſelf is ſo well pleaſed, 


ſhall not we! 
2. The. | 
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* 2, Thepleaſure it diſpoſes to. Beſides that 
be inbeing and knowledg of this likeneſs are 
o ſatisfying ; It diſpoſes, and is the ſouls qua- 
ification for a yet further pleaſure: That of 
loſeſt union, and moſt inward communion with 
he bleſſed God- 

1. Union: Which ( what it is more than 
elation ) is not till now compleat. | Beſides 
elation it muſt needs import preſence - not 
Phyſical, or Local; for ſo nothing can be 

earer God than it is: but moral and cor- 
dial, by which the holy Soul with wil and 
affettions , guided by re&tified reaſon and 
judgment, cloſes with, and embraces him 3 
and he alſo upon wile forelaid countel, and 
with infinite delight and love embraceth it: 
So friends are ſaid to be one ( beſides their 
relation as friends) by an urſien of hearts; 
An union between God and the creature, 


as to kind and nature higher than this, and 
lower than Hypoſtatical or perſonal union, 
I underſtand not, and therefore ſay nothing 
of it *, TOO 


d} 


FI would 


ertium. (hall be, 
ſpeak of. . | 


But as to the union here mentioned : as, 
till the Image of God be perfected, it is not 
compleated ; ſo it cannot but be perfe&&' 
then. When the Soul is perfe&tly formed ac- 
cording to Gods own heart, and fully parti- 
cipates the divine likeneſs, is perfeatly like 
him; that likenefs cannot but infer the moſt 


reſulting from the Phyſical ufo, ſome 


ain know 
hart the 
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{ mentioned between the Father and Son, is but; 


earth might 05/bly 


perfected ) between the bleſſed God - an 


intimate union that two fuch natures can ad” 
mit: thatis,'( for nature) a /ove-wnzor: ;, ſuch 
as that which our Saviour - mentions, and 
prays tothe Father to perfe&t, between them- 
ſelves and all believers, . and among belie- 
vers, mutually with one another. Many 
much trouble themſelves | about this Scrip-! 
ture; but ſure that can be no other than a 
love-union. For, (1) *Tis ſuch an union as 
Chriſtians are capable of among themſelves ; 
( for ſurely he would never pray that they 
might be one with an union whereof they 
are not. capable ). (2) ?Tis ſuch an union 
as may be made yifjble to the world, Whence 
*tis an. obvious corollary, that the union be- 
tween the Father and the Son, there ſpoken of 
a the pattern of ths, 1s not their union or one- 
neſs in eſſence (though it be a moſt acknow- 
Iedged thing, that there. is ſuch an effential u- 
nion between them ); for, who can conceive 
that Saints ſhould be one among themſelves, 
and with the Father and the Son, with ſuch 
an union as the Father and the Son are one 
themſelves, if the effential union between Fa- 
ther and Son were the -union here ſpoken 
of? But the exemplary or patern-union, here! 


an union in mind, in love, in deſign, and 
intereſt ; . wherein he prays, that Saints on 
be one with them alfo, 
that the world might believe, &c. © 

Tis yet a rich pleaſure that ſprings up to 
glorified Saints from that love-union ( no 


them) 


The. Bleſſedneſf of the Righteous: 


them. ?Tis mentioned and ſhadowed in Scrip= 
ture, under the name and notion of mar- 
riage-union 3 in which the greateſt mutual 
complacency is always ſuppoſed a neceſſary 


and made as it were one Spirit with him |? 
For the eternal God to cleave in fove to 
a nothing-creature, as his likeneſs upon it en- 
gages him to do; is this no pleaſure, or ay 
mean one ? 

2. Communion: unto which that union is 
fundamental, and introdu&tive ;. and which 
follows it upon the ſame ground; from a 
natural propenlity . of like to like. : There 'is| 
nothing now to hinder: God and 'the holy; 
{Soul of the moſt inward fruitions._ and en- 
joyments; no animoſity, no ſtrangeneſs, no} 
unſutableneſs on either part. ' Here the glori- 
fied Spirits of the juſt have liberty. to ſolace 
themſelves amidft the rivers of pleaſure at 
Gods own right hand, without check or 
reſtraint. They are pure, and theſe pure. 
They touch nothing that can defile, they de- 
file nothing they can. touch, They are not 
now forbidden the neareſt approaches to the 
( once ) inacceſſible Majeſty ; there's no Ho- 
ly of Holies into which they may not en- 
ter, no dore lock*d up againſt them. They 
may have free admiſſion into the innermoſt 
{ecret of the divine preſence, and pour forth} 
themſelves in the moſt liberal effuſions of 
love and joy : as they muſt be the eternal wo 
ject of thoſe infinitely richer communicati-f- 
| ons} 
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ons from God, 'even of immenſe and boundleſs 
love and goodneſs. | 

Do not debaſle this pleaſure by low thoughts, 
nor frame too daring poſiteve apprehenſions 
-of it. Tis yet a ſecret to us. The eter- 
nal converſes of the King of glory with glo- 
rified Spirits, are only known to himſelf and 
them. That expreſſion ( which we fo often 
meet in our way ) It doth not yet appear what 


-| we ſhall be, ſeems left on purpoſe to check a 


too curious and prying inquiſitiveneſs into 
theſe unrevealed things. The great God will 
have his reſerves of glory, of love, of plea- 
fure for that future ſtate. Let him alone 
a while, with thoſe who are already received 
into thoſe manſions of glory, thoſe everlaſt- 
ing habitations: He will find a time for thoſe 
that are yet Pilgrims and wandring Exiles, to 
aſcend and enter too. 

In the mean time, what we know of this 
communion may be gathered up into this ge- 
neral account, The reciprocation of loves; the 
flowing and reflowing of everlaſting love, be- 
tween the bleſſed Soul and its infinitely blef- 
ſed God; its egreſs towards him, his illapſes 
into it. | | 

Unto ſuch pleaſure doth this likeneſs dif- 
poſe and qualifie : You can no way conſider 
- but it appears a moſt pleaſurable ſatisfying 
thing. 

Thus far have we ſhewn the. qualification 
for this blefledneſs, and the natwre of it ; What 
#t prerequires, and wherein it lies : And how 
highly congruous it is, that the former of 


theſe 
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theſe ſhould be made a pre-requilite .to the 
latter, will ſufficiently appear to any one 
hat ſhall, in his own thoughts, compare chzs 
iohteonſneſs and this bleſſedneſs together. He 

ll indeed plainly ſee, that the natural ftate 
of the caſe and habitude of theſe, each to o- 
her, make this connexion unalterable and 
ternal z ſo as that it muſt needs be fimply 
mpoſlible , to be thus bleſſed without being 
bus righteous. 

For what is this righteouſneſs other than 


- 


| this bleſſedneſs begun, the ſeed and princi 
of it ? And that with as exa& proportion 
C or rather ſameneſs of Nature ) as is be 
| ween the grain ſown and reaped z which i 
ore than intimated in that of the Apoſtle, 
e not decerved, God is not mocked: for what- 


or he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fie 
| eap corruption : ( there is the ſame propor- 
ion too ) but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
all of the Spirit reap life everlaſting : Which 
hough it be ſpoken to a particular caſe, i: 
| yet ipoken from a general rule and reaſon ap- 
| - plicable a yu deal further. 

| And as ſome conceive ( and is undertakenj 
0 be demonſtrated ) that the ſeeds of things! 


ally the very things themſelves: ſo is it 
ere alſo. The very parts of this bleſſedneſs 


fure viſion of God in preſent kowledg of him : 
[ | for this knowledg is a real initial part of 
righteouſneſs; the refitude of the mind and 


re diſcernable in this 7:ghteouſneſs, the fa- 
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oever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap 18. 


re not virtually only, but aftually and —_ Har, 
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apprehenſions concerning God , conſiſting it! 
conformity to his revelation of himſelf. 
Preſent holineſs, including alſo the future | 
aſſimilation to God : and the contentment and ' 
peace that attends it, the conſequent ſatisfatti- | 
Burt as in glory, the .:mpreſſion of the di- | 
vine likeneſs, is that which viſion ſubſerves , 
and whence ſatisfattion reſults; fo is it here 
(viſibly ) the main thing alſo. The end and. 
deſign of the Goſpel-revelation, * of whole | 


zn verba 
Facijamus 
thomi- 
nem, Q&c., 
rat. I. 


ved ), of all Evangelical Doarines and know- | 


Greg. Nyſſ.|cerved into the mind, Being ſo, the impreſſion.” 


Chriſtianity (I mean Syſtemarically conſider- 


ledg, is to reſtore Gods likeneſs and image z | 
from whence joy and peace reſult of courſe; | 
when once the Goſpel is believed. The Goſpel 
is the inſtrument of impreſſing Gods likeneſs, in 
order whereunto it muſt be underſtood, and re- 


upon the heart and life are Chriſtianity, habitual | 
and prattical, whereupon joy and pleaſure (the 
belief or thorough reception of the Gofpel thus 
intervening) do neceſſarily enſue, Row 15.1 3. | 

So aptly is the only way or method of: 
ſeeing Gods face, ſo as to be ſatisfied with hls | 
_—_ {aid 'to be, 52 or thorough ri0hteou{- 
meſs, 
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The ſeaſon of this Satisfaftion, which 
is twofold 5 at Death. 

( Reſurrection, 
The former ſpoken to, whercin 3s 
ſhewn, that this life is to the Soul 
( even of a Saint ) but as a ſleep: 
that at Death it awakes. As to the 
latter 5 that there is a conſiderable] 
acceſſwn to its happineſs at the Re- 
ſurreFion. 


a by E ſeaſon of thus Blefſedneſs, comes! 
next to. be conſidered; which ( as 
the words [| when I awake] have been con- 
cluded here to import ) muſt, in the gene- 
tal, be ſtated, beyond the time of this pre- 
ſent life. 

Holy Souls are here truly bleſſed, not per- 
fettly; or their preſent bleſſedneſs is perie& 
only in zatire and. kind, not in degree. *Tis, 
21 this reſpect, as far ſhort of perfe&ion as 
their holineſs is. Their hunger and thirſt are 
preſent, their being filld is yet future. The 
expevience of Saints in their beſt ſtate on 
earth, their deſires, their hopes, their ſighs 
and groans do. ſufficiently witneſs they are 
not ſatisfied ; or it they be in point of ſec 

© rity, 
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rity, they are not in point of exjoymene.' The 
completion of this bleſſedneſs is referved to 
a better ſtate; as its being the end of theer 


Matt- $6nay their reſt frow their labours, the reward 
f their work, doth import and require. -There- | 


pl 


- 
. 


ſent reſ?, peace, repoſe, ſatisfattion, muſt be un- | 
derſtood in a conparative, not the abſolute | 


Ca 


F 


tore many Scriptures that ſpeak of their pres | 


higheſt ſenſe. 

More particulatly, [nz that other ſtate, the 
ſeaſon of their blefſcdneſs is twofold; or there 
are two terms from whence ( in reſpe& of 
lome-gradual or modal diverſifications) it 
may be faid ſeverally to commence, or bear | 
Liate, VIL, | | 
Of their entrance upon a bleſſed immor- 

tality, when they ſhall have laid down | 
The }) their earthly Bodies 2 death. | 
'time YOt their conſummation therein when | 
they receive their bodies glorified, 7 

the general reſurrection. 

Both theſe may not unfitly be ſignified by 
the Phreſe in the Text | when 1 awake ]- 
For, though Scripture doth more dire&aly 
apply the term of [ awakzzg | to the latter, 
there will be no violence done to the Me- 
taphor, if we extend its ſignification to the 
former alſo. To which purpoſe it is to be 
noted, that it is not Death formally, or the 
diſanimating of the body, we would have here 
to be underſtood by it ( which indeed ileep- 
ing would more aptly ſignifie than awaking ), 
but (what is co-incidenr therewith in the 


f 


f 


ſame period ) the exuſcitation, and revival of | 
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| therent phanſtes; the abſurdity and inconcin- 


the Soul. When the Body falls aſleep, then 
doth the Spirit awake; and the eye-lids of 
the morning, even of aneternal day, do now 
rſt open uponit. | 

I. Therefore we ſhall not exclude from 


bleſſed Souls firſt entrance into the inviſible 
ate. And the fitnets of admitting it will ap- 
ear by clearing theſe two things, 

I. That its condition in this life; even at 
he beſt, is in ſome ſort but a ſleep. 

2. That when it paſſes out of it into the in- 
viſible Regions, *tis truly ſaid to awake. 
' I. Its abode in this mortal body, u but 4 
continual ſleep ; its lenſes are bound up, a 
drowſie ſlumber poſſeſſes and ſuſpends all its fa- 
culties and powers: | 

Before the renovating change, how fre- 
quently doth the Scripture ſpeak of ſinners 
as men aſleep? Let not us ſleep as do others. 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ſtand up from the 
dead, &c. They are in a dead ſleep, under 
the ſleep of death : They apprehend things 
as men aſleep, How ſlight, obſcure, hover- 
ing notions: have they af the moſt momen- 
tous things? and which it moſt coricerns 


of ? All their thoughts of God, Chriſt, Hea- 
ven, Hell, of Sin, of. Holineſs, are but uncer- 
tain wild gueſſes, blind hallticinations, inco- 


nity whereof, they no more refle& upo 
ithan men aſleep. They kzow 79: theſe things; 
p? Q 2 bu! 


his ſeaſon the introduRive ſtate of bleſſed-| 
neſs, which takes its beginning from the 


them to have thorough real apprehenſions} 


| 
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or light, and light for darkneſs; have no 
enſes exerciſed to diſcern between good and 
vil, The moſt ſubſtantial realities are with 
hem meer ſhadows, and Chimera's; Phan- 


ſied and imagined dangers ſtartle them ( as *cis) 
wont to be with men in a dream ), Real oxes, | 


though never fo near them, they as little fear 
as they. The creature of their own imagina- 
tion, the Lion in the way, which they dream 
of in their ſlothful ſlumber,  affrights them z 
but the real roaring Lion that is ready to de-| 
vour them, they are not afraid of, 

And converſion doth but relax, 'and inter- 
mit; it doth not totally break off this ſleep : 
It, at it were, attenuates the conſopiting; 
{fumes, doth not utterly diſpel them. What 
'a difficulty is it to watch but one. hour ? 
[There are ſome lucid and vivid intervals, 
[but of how ſhort continuance? how ſoon 
doth the awakened Soul cloſe its heavy eyes 
and falls aſleep again? how often do tempta- 
tions ſurprize ever ſuch, in their ſlumbring 
fits, while no ſenſe of their danger can pre- 
vail with them #0 watch and pray ( with due 
cate and conſtancy ) left they enter there- 
{into ? | 
* Hither are moſt of the ſins of our lives} 
to be imputed and refer'd ; not to meer 3910- 
rance, that we know not fin from duty, or 
what will pleaſe God, and what difpleaſe 
himz but to a drowſie inadyertency, that 


eſs, and fin not, ©. I Cor, 15. 34, | 
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ut only dream of them, They put darknels ( 
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pre keep not our ſpirits in a watchful conſt- 
fdering poſture. Our eyes, that ſhould-be ever 
'towards the Lord, will k 

owaras the Lord, will not be kept open, and 
though we reſolve, we forget our ſelves; 
before we are aware, we find our ſelves over- 


ed man, and we cannot avertit, How often 


tate as perſons aſleep? as if we knew not 


ful providences eſcape either our zotice or 
1ue 1mprovement, amidft our ſecure ſlumbers? 
ow many Viſits from heaven are loſt to us, 
7hen we are (as it were) between ſeping 
nd waking ( 7 ſleep, but my heart waketh ), 
nd hardly own the voice that calls upon 


ndeed, what is the whole of our life here 
but a dream ? the entire ſcene of this ſenſi- 
ble world but a viſ:er of the night ? where 
ſevery man walks but in a vain ſhew? where 
we are mockt with ſhadows, and our cre- 
ulous ſenſe abus'd by impoſtures and delufive 
ppearances? Nor are weever {ecure from the 
moſt deſtruQive miſchievous deception, further 
than as our Souls are poſſeſt with the apprehen- 
ſions, that this is the very truth of our caſe ; 
and thence inftru&ed to conſeder, and not to 
prefer the ſhadows of time before the great re- 
alities of eternity. | 

Nor is this ſleep caſaal, but even connatu- 
ral to our preſent ſtate, the neceſſary. retult 


; 


the in-dyclling Spirit4 
Oz 3 


do we hear, and read, and pray, and medi- | 


what we were about ? How remarkable uſe- ! 


4 


taken; ſleep comes on upon us like an arm- | 


| 
| 
L 


s, full our beloved hath withdrawn himſelf ? | 


of 1o ſtrit an union and commerce with the; | 
[P08Y 3 which is, to 
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time of 
his death 
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rem Ulum 
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cit. An- 
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jCountry, of its alliances above, its relation 


as a dormitory or charnel-houſe rather than 
a manſion. A Soul drench'd in ſenſuality (a 
Lethe that hach too little of fiction in it) 
and immur*d in a flothful putid fleſh , ſleeps 
as it were byafate not by chgnce, and is only 
capable of fullerelief by ſuffering a Diſfolu- 
tion z which it hath reaſon to welcome as a 
jubilee, and in the inſtant of departure to 
facrifice gs he did, * (with that eafie and 
warrantable change, to make a, Heathen ex- 
preſſion Scriptural ) Zehove, liberatori, to a- 
dore and praiſe its great Deliverer; At leaſt 
( accounts being once made up, and a meet- 
e/s in any meaſure 'attained for the heaven- 
ly inheritance, &c.) hath no reaſon to regret 
or dread the approaches of the eternal day, 
more than we do the return of the Sun atter 
a dark and long-fome night. But, as the ſſug- 
gard doth . nothing more unwillingly than 
forlake his bed, nor bears any thing with 
more regret, than to be awak'd out of. his 
{ſweet ſl:ep, though you ſhould entice him 
with the pleaſures of a Paradife to quit 2 
ſmoaky loathſom Cottage ; ſo fares it with 
the ſluggiſh Soul, as if it were Todg'd in an 
inchanted Bed : *tis fo faſt held by the charms 
of the body, all the glory of the other world 
is little enough to tempt it out, than which 
there is not a more deplorable Symptom of 
this ſluggiſh umbring ſtate. So deep an ob- 
livion (which you know is alio naturally 
incident to (leep } hath ſeiz'd it of its own 


to the Father and world of Spirits ; it takes 
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this earth for its home, where "ns both in 


declines a better ſtate. This is the degenerous 


E< could utter, nor eye behold ; But that now, 


pradib ), But being in the body, *tis with it 


24 Which indeed is the itate even of the beſt, 


exile and captivity at once: and (as a 
rinee, ſtoln away in his infancy, ard bred 
P in a beggars ſhed ) lo little /eeks, that it 


orpid diſpoſition of a Soul lo't in fleſh, and 
nwrapt in ſtupifying clay ; which hath been 
deeply reſented by fome Heathens. So one 
prings in Socrates pathetically bewailing this 
pblivious dreaming temper of his Soul, *which 
« ({aith he ) had ſeen that pulchritude ( you 
* muſt pardon him here the conceit of its 
F< pre-cxiſtence )) that neither humane voice 


Gin this life, it had only ſome little remem- 
© brance thereof, as in a dream ; being both 
Fc in reſpe& of place and condition, far remo- 
© ved from fo pleaſant fights, preſt Cown into 
© ancarthly ſtation, and there encompaſt with 
© all manner of dirt and filthinelſs, &c. 
And to the ſame purpoſe Plato often ſpeaks 
in the name of the ſame perſon; and parti- 
cularly of the winged ſtate of the good Soul *, 
hen apart from the body, carried in its tri- 
mphant flying Chariot ( of which he gives 
large deſcription, ſomewhat reſembling $S9- 
omons rapturous Metaphor, Before 1 was a-" 
are, my foul made me as the Chariots of Ammi- 


3s with a Bird that hath loſt its wings, it falls 
ſluggiſh weight to the earth, 


in a degree, within this Tabernacle. A fleepy 


* 


torpor ſtops their flight ; they can fall, but 
is O 4 _: 
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ot aſcend; the remains of ſuch drowſineſs 
o ſtill hang even about Saints themlclves. 
he Apoſtle therefore calls upon ſuch, to 4- 
ake out of ſleep, from that conſideration ( as 
e know men are not wont to ſleep ſo in- 
enſely towards morning ) that now their ſal- 
vation was nearer than when they yelieved, 1.e. 
as ſome. judicious Interpreters underſtand 
hat place) for that they were nearer death 
nd eternity, than when they firſt became 
hriſtians ( though this paſſage be alſo other- 
iſe, and not improbably, interpreted). How- 
ver, OT ee | | 

2. The holy Souls releaſe and diſmiſſion from 
ts earthly body \ which is that we propound- 
d next to be conſidered ) will excuſs and 
ake off this drowſie ſleep. Now isthe happy 
alon of its awaking into the heavenly vital 
light of God; the bleſſed morning of that 
long defired day is now dawned upon it 3 
the cumberſom night-vail is laid aſide, and 
the garments of ſalvation and immortal glo- 
ry are now put on. [It hath paſt through the 
trouble and darkneſs of a wearifom night, 
and now is joy arrived with the morning 
( as we may be permitted to ailude to thoſe 
words of the P/almiſt, though that be not 
{ſuppoſed to be the peculiar fenle ). 
I conceive my ſelf here not concern'd ope- 
rouſly to inſiſt in proving, that the Souls of 
Saints {[zep not in the interval between death 
and the general refurre&ion , but enjoy pre- 
ſent bleſſedneſs. It being beſides the defign 
of a praRical diſcourſe, which rather "_ 
bs = WE: b-*'1] : the 
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{the propounding and improvement of things 


acknowledg'd and agreed, for the advantage 
and benefit of them with whom they are ſo 3 
than the diſcuſſing of things dubious and con- 
troverſible. And what I here propound in 
order to a conſequent improvement and ap- 
lication, ſhould methinks paſs for an ac- 
nowledg'd truth, among them that'profe(- 
ſedly believe, and ſeriouſly read and confider 
the Bible; ( For meer Philoſophers that do 
not come into this account, *twere imperti- 


nent to diſcourſe with them from a Text of 


cripture ) and where my defign only obliges 


liver from it what may fitly be ſuppoſed to 

ave its ground there 5 unleſs their allega- 
tions did carry with them the ſhew of demon- 
ſtrating the fimple impoſſibility of what is 
aſſerted thence to the power of that God 
whole word we take it to be z which 1 have 
not found any thing they ſay to amount to. 


eau we have reaſon to preſume it an ac- 


knowledged thing, among them that will be 
concluded by Scripture, That the ſoul doth nat 
ſleep when it ceaſes to atimate its earthly body, 
many plain Texts do evince, which are a- 
maſſed rogether by the reverend Mr .Baxter* ; 
{ome of the principal whereof I would invite 
any that waver in this matter ſeriouſly to 


Thief on the Croſs, Thzs day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe. That of the Apoſtle, We are , 


preſent with the Lord, And that, I amina 


me to intend the handling of that, and to de-| 


20L 


confider:; As the words of our Saviour to the [I 


3 
willing rather to be abſent from the body, and 4 


frraight, : 7 


og 23. < 
Cor.5e os 


ca. 3a eB ” OPT O99 
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ÞTis true, {Caviller to find what to except to them and 


md L 
| 7 h 
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Phil.1.23- ſtraight, having a deſire to depart, and to be 
Heb. 12. {with Chriſt, That paſſage, The Sjrits of juſt 
24 {ren made perfett, &c. Which are expreſſions 
{o clear, "that it is hard for an induſtrious 


that di- indeed, the very exceptions that are put in, 
ers of fre fo frivolous, that they carry a plain con- 


= —_ feſfion there is nothing colourable to be 
aid: ot 


others | 
haye ſpo- - 

ken, ſomg dubiouſly, ſome very diminiſhingly of the bleſſed- 
neſs of ſeparate Souls; 'many of whoſe words may be ſeen 
together 1h that elaborate Trafate of the learned Parker, de 
deſcenſ. lib.1 ſecund. p,77. Yea, and his.own aſſertion 1n that very 
Page ( be fit ſpoken with reverence to the memory of ſo wor- 
thy a perſgn ) argues'ſomething groſs, and I conceive, unwar- 
rantable thoughrs of the Souls dependence on a body of Earth. 
His words|are, Tertizm vylnus ( ſpeaking of the prejudices the 
Soul recetyes. by 1ts ſeparation from the body ) omnes operatio- 
nes ttiam ſijas, que ſunt preſertim ad extra, extinguit. Where he 
makes 1t a flifficulty ro allow it any operations at all, as appears 
by the prefertin inferted.. He firſt indeed denies it all ope- 
rations, and then, more confidently and eſpecially, thoſe 
ad extra, [And if he would be underſtood to exclude 1t only 
from its ogerations ad extra ( if he take operations ad extra as 
that Phralp 1s wont to be taken ) he muſt then mean by 1t, 
all ſuch operations as have their objects. nor only thoſe that have 
their terms|[to which without the Agent, 7. e. not only all tran- 
fient, but fall. immanenr a&s that have their -objedts without 
them. As|when we ſay, all Gods a&s ad extra are free ; we 
mean it even of his immanent a&s that have their objetts with- 
out him, though they do not ponere terminum extra Deyn ;, as his 
ete&ion, lys love of the ele&. : And fo he muſt he underſtood 
to deny the ſeparate Souls {( and that with a preſertim roo ); 
the operatÞÞrs of. knowing God, of loving him, and delighring 
in him ; which are all operations ad extra, as having their ob- 
zeas extra|animam, though their terminus ' ad quem be not o ; 


which makes the condition of the ſeparate Souls of Saints un- 
ſpeakably ihferiour to what it way 1n the body, and what ſhould] 


2th. I 
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_ Yea, and moſt evident-it is from thoſe Texts ___- 
not only that holy Souls ſleep not, in that ſtate @ qjimal 
of ſeparation but that they are- awaked by thoughts 
it. ( as out of a former ſleep ) into a much of-thar 


more lively -and- vigorous aQvity than they manor 
| > 


enjoyed before; and tranſlated into a ſtate, 7 fee nor. 
Scripture 
gives no ground for them, but evidently enough ſpeaks the con- 
trary. Reaſon and Philoſophy offer nothing, that can render 
the ſenſe we put upon the forementioned plain Scriprures, F 
contradi&ious or impoſſible. Yea, . ſuch as had no other light 
or guide, have thought the faciliry; of the Souls operations, be- 
Ing ſeparate from its earthly body, much greater by thar-ver 
ſeparation. And upon this ſcore, doth Saint Auguſiize, wit 
great indignation, inveigh againſt the Philoſaphers (Plato more 
eſpecially ), becauſe they judg'd the ſeparation of the Soul from 
the body neceſiary to its bleſledneſs. | Qu#a videlicet equs, per- 
fectam beatitudinem tunc illi fieri exiſtimant cum omni prorſus corpore 
exuta, ad Deun ſimplex, & ſola & quodammoado nuda redierit, Ne Ct 
Vit. Dei 1. 13. c. 16. ] ;unto which purpoſe the words of Phzlolaus 
Pythagoricus, of Plato, of Porphyrius, are cited by Ludovicus Vives, 
in his Comment upon that abovementioned paſſage. The firſt 
ſpeaking thus ——Depoſito corpore hominem Deum zmmortalem fieri,The 
ſecomtl thus ——Trahi nos @ corpore ad ima, & @ cogitatione, ſupera= | 
rum rerum ſubinde revocart : #deo relinquendum corpus, @* hic quan- 
tum poſſumus & in altera vita prorſum, ut liberi & expediti, verum 
zpſe videamus & optimum amemus. The third denies —— Aliter frerz 
beatun, quenquan poſſe, nifs relinquat corpus & affigatur Deo," TIcon- 
elve it' by. the way: not improbable, that the ſeverity of that 
10us Father againſt that Dogma of the Philoſophers, might pro- 
:ecd upon this ground, that what they ſaid of the impoſſibility 
f being happy- in an earthly body, he underſtood meant by them 
f an 1impoſlibility ,to be happy in any bedy at al; when tis evi- 
ently the common opinion of the Platonifts, that the Soul 1s 
Iways united with-ſome body or other, and that even the De- 
m5 have bodies. (acreal or zthereal ones) 3 which Plato him- 
elf is obſerved by. St. Augiſtine to affirm, whence he would 


Hy ) that he would much leſs have made a difficulty, to con- 
ede ſuch bodies alſo to humane Souls after they had loſt theiy 


ry 


aſten a contradi&1on on him, .#bid, not confidering ( *ris like- | * 


— 


rerreftrial 45 much better than their former, as the tore 
ones, as tures of 4 Croſs are more ungrateful than the 
his Scita- pleaſures of a Paradiſe ;, theſe joys fuller of vi- 
tors do. 1 lity, than thoſe ſickly dying faintings ;, as th 

not; who 20> y dying 9s 5 as the 
hold, they immediate preſence, and cloſe embraces of the 


then pre- 


. | ently become Demons. 
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In the mean time *tis evident enough, the dodrine of the 
| ſeparate Souls preſent bleſſedneſs, isnor deſtitute of the patro- 
nage and ſuffrage of Philoſophers. And 'tis tndeed the known opi- 
nion of as many of them as ever held its immortaliry ( which 
all of all Ages and Nations have done, a very few excepted ); 
for in as much as they knew nothing of the reſurre&ion of the 
' body, they could not dream of a ſleeping interval. IEEE 
And *ris at leaſt a ſhrewd preſumption that nothing in rea- 
ſon lies againſt 1t, when no one inſtance can be given, among 
them that profeſledly gave up themſelves to its only guidance; 


ſeparableneſs from its terreſtrial body, ever denicd the immedi- 
ate blefſednefs of good Souls in thar tare of ſeparation. Nor {if 
we look into the thing ir ſelf ) is it at all more unapprehenfible 
that the Soul ſhould be independent on the body in its operations 
than1n its exiſtence ? | 
If it be poſſible enough to form an unexceptionable notion 
of a ſpiritual being, diſtin& and ſeparable from any coporeal 
ſubſtance { which the learned Do@or More hath ſufficiently de- 
Mmonſtrated in his Treatife of the 1mmortaliry of the Soul), with 
Its proper attributes, and powers peculiar to it ſelf; what can 
reaſonably with-hold me from aſſerting, that being ſeparate from 
the body, it may as well operare alone, ( } mean exert ſuch o- 
rations as are proper to ſuch a being } as exiſt alone ? That 
we find it here, de fatto,in its preſent ſtate, a&ting only with de+ 
pendance on a body, will no more infer, 'thar 1t can a&t no 0+ 
Hierwiſe, that its preſenc exiſtence in a body will, that ir can 
never cxiſt out of ir, neither whereof amounts to more than the 
trifling exploded argument 4 07 efſe ad non poſſe,and would be as 

| Cnſe as to ſay, Sucha one walks in his clothes, therefore our 
of them he cannot move a-foor. p | 
Yea, and the very xfe 1t felf which the Soul now makes of 
corporeal organs and inſtruments, plainly evidences, that it doth 
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of any one, that granring the immortality of the Soul, and its | 
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ul diſconſolate abſence from him ( which the a&ion- 


/zſh too faintly expreſſes 3 for he uſes a double por jr 


better, and with an Emphaſis which our Eng- © 


an operation upd them antecedent to any operation by they, Noe 


| themſelves ; that I dare fay, whoever ſets himſelf cloſely and 
| ſtri&ly to conſider and debare the matter with his own faculines, 
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ord of life are more delettable than a mourn- exert ſans 


Apoftle therefore tells us he defired as far wherein 


it not. 
ſuppoſes - 


thing can be the z7»ſtrument which is not firſt the ſubjeft of my ati» 
on;as when [I uſe a Pen, Ia& »por it in order to my action by it, z.4. 
T 1mprefs a motion upon it, in erder whereunto I uſe not that 
or any other ſich inſtrument; And though I cannot produce the 
deſigned effe&, leave ſuch characters ſo and ſo figured, withour 
It z my hand can yet, withour it, perform its own aGtion, pro- 
per to it ſelf, and produce many nobler efftefts. When therefore 


at laſt be wirhout the miniſtry of any organ, unleſs you multiply 
toit body upon body #n infinitum. | 

And if poſſibly, it perform not ſome meaner and groſler pieces 
of drudgery when out of the body, wherein it made uſe of its 
help and ſervice before ; that is no more a diſparagement or 
diminution, than it is to the Magiſtrate, that {aw and decency per- 
mit him not to apprehend or execute a Malefator with his own. 
hand, It may yet perform thoſe operations which are proper 
ro it felf; thar 1s, ſuch as are more noble and excellent, and 1m- 
mediately conducive to its own felicity. | 

Which ſort of ations, as Cogitation for inſtance, and Dzlefii- 
on, though being done in the body, there 1s. conjun&t with 
them an agitation of the Spirits in the brain and heart z It yet 
ſeems to me more reaſonable, that as to thoſe ats, the Spirits 
are rather ſubje&ts than inſtruments at all of them ; that the 
whole eſſence of theſe As is antecedent to the motion of the 
Spirits 3 and that motion certaznly (but accidentally) conſequent, 
only by reaſon of the preſent, but ſoluble union the Soul hath with 
the body. And that the purity and refinedneſs of thoſe Spirits 
doth only remove what would hinder ſuch atts, rather than con- 
tribure poſetively thereto. Ando little 15 the alliance between a 
thought, and any bodily thing, even thoſe very fineſt Spirits 


" 
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o . ; COMPa- 


! 


will find ir much more eafily apprehenſible, how the afts of 


i 


the Soul make uſe of a bodily organ, its ation ypo7 1t muſt needs. 


«RN. 


roy we _- 75 


mtelle&i- comparative | a9 pine ngdomy ] by much 
on and wore better ); and, as a perfetted, i. e. a crown- 
"a= ed triumphant Spirit, that hath attained the 
perform- end of its race ( as the words 
ed with- import in the agonitſtical noti- 
out thoſe on *) is now in a more vivid 1, 


very cor- ;,yous ſtate, than when, late- 
\poreal 7 OO lo” Te . 
Spiris |y, toiling. in a tireſome way, it languiſhed un- 
than by . 
them. However ſuppoſe them never ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to thoſe more noble operations of the Soul, it may eafily be 
furniſhr with them, and in greater plenty and purity, from the 
ambient air ( or zther ) than from a dull torpid body; with 
{ſome part of which air, if we ſuppoſe it to contract a vital union, 
T know no rational principle that is wronged by the ſuppoſition, 
( though neither do IT know any-that can neceffarily infer it ). 

As therefore the dofrine of the Souls attivity out of this earth- 
ly body, hath favour and friendſhip enough from Philoſophers ; 
}ſo I doubt nor, but upon the moſt (tri& and rigid diſquifirion, it 
would be as much befriended (or rather righted) by Philoſophy 
 Jarſelf; And that their reaſon would afford jr as dire, and more 
conſiderable defence than their Authority. 

In the mean time, 1t deſerves to be conſidered with ſome re- 
ſentment, that this Dofrine ſhould find the generality of learn - 
ed Pagans more forward Advocates than ſome learned and wor- 
thy Patrons of the Chriſtian Faith ; which is only imputable 
-jro the undne meaſure and exceſs of an, otherwiſe, juſt zeal, in 
theſe latter, for the reſurreftion of the body ; (o far tranſporting 
jthem, that they became willing to let go one Truth, that they 
imight hold another the faſterg and to ranſom this at the too 
dear ( and unneceſſary Y expence of the former : Accounting, 
they could never make ſure enough the reſurre&jon of the body, 
without making the Souls dependence on it fo abſolute and ne- 
ceſlary, that it ſhould be able to do nothing but ſleep in the mean 
{while. Whereas 1t ſeems a great deal more vnconceivable, 
how ſuch a being as the Soul is, once quit of the entanglements 
and encumbrances of the body, ſhould ſleep at all, than how it 
ſhould af without the body. 
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X See Dr. Ham- 
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| Lhe DBleſſednejs of Fhe Kighteoms.. 
Pa many / imperfeCtions. - And it 1s obſer- 
vable, that in the three former Scriptures 
that phraſe, of being with Chriſt, or, being 
preſent with him, is the ſame which is uſed 
by the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. to exprets the 
ſtate of bleſſedneſs after the reſurreQion 
intimating plainly, the ſamereſs of the blel- 
|{ſedneſs before and after, And though. this| 
{phraſe be allo uſed to fignifie the preſent 

enjoyment Saints have p, Gods gracious 
\| preſence in this life ( which is alſo in na- 
ture, and kind the ſame); yet it is plainly 
uſed in. theſe Scriptures (the two latter 
more eſpecially ) to ſet out to us ſuch a de- 
gree of that bleſſedneſs, that in — 
thereof, our preſent being with (briſt is a\ 
not-being with him; our preſence with him, 
now, an abſence from him: While we are at 
home 1n the body, we are abſent from the Lord ,| 
and, I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, deſiring to 
depart (or having a defire unto diffolution ) 
and to be with Chriſt, &c. How ſtrangely 
miſtaken and diſappointed had the bleſſed 
Apoſtle been, had his abſence from the bo- 
| dy, his diſſolution, his releaſe, ſet him fur- 
{ ther off from Chriſt, or made him leſs ca- 
pable of converſe with him, than before he 
was? And how abſurd would it be to fay, 
the ſpirits of the juſt are perfetted, by being 
caſt into a ftupifying ſleep, yea, or being 
put into any ſtate, not better than they were 
in before? But their ſtate is evidently far 
better. The body of death is now laid a- 
| ſide, and the weights of fin, that did ſo eaſily 
E | beſet 


FT 208] The Bleſedneſs of the Righteows, © 


beſet, are ſhaken off; fleth and fin are Taid 
down together; the Soul is rid of its - bur- 
thenſom bands and ſhackles, hath quitted 
its filthy darkſom priſon (the uſual place 
of lazineſs and ſloth ), is come forth of its 
drowſie dormitory, and the glory of God is 
riſen upon it. ?Tis now come into the wor 
of realities, where things appear as they are ; 
no longer as in a Uream, or viſion of the 
night. The vital quickening beams of divine 
light are darting in upon it on every ſide] 
and turning it into their own likeneſs. The! 
ſhadows of the evening are vaniſhed, and fled 
away. Itconverſes with no other obje&s but 
phat are full themſelves, arid moſt apt to reple- 
niſh it with energy and life. This cannot be 
but a joyful awaking, a bleſſed ſeaſon of fſatis- 
faction and delight indeed;to the enlightned re- 
vived Soul. But, | | 
[I. It muſt be acknowled ged, the further 
and more eminent ſeaſon of this IE 


will be the general R eſurreftion-day, which is 
| more expreſly ſignified in Scripture by thi 
Dan. 12.2] term of | awaking }] ;, as is manifeſt in many 
Joh.14.1 af plain Texts,where ?tis either expreſly thus uſed, 
- gh or implied to have this meaning in the oppoſite 
+. +] ſenſe of the word ſleep. 1 es 
What addition ſhall then be made to the 
Saints bleſſedneſs, lies more remote from our 
apprehenſion 5 in as much as Scripture hl 


not the degree of thar blefledneſs which ſhal 
intervene. We know, by a too {ad inſtruftive 
experience, the calamities of our preſent ftate, 
and can therefore more eaſily conceive, a 
in 
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jmouth, Come ye bleſſed of the Father, inherit 


in it is capable of betterment, 'by the depo- 
ſition of a ſluggiſh cumberſom body, where 
thoſe calamities moſtly have their ſpring : 
but then we know leſs where. to fix our 
foot, or whence to take our tile, .in eftima- 
ting the additional felicities of that furure 
ſtate, when both the ſtates to be compared 
are fo unknown to us; | oy | 

, But that there will be great additions. is 
plain enough. The full recompente of obe- 


going all for him, is affixed by his promiſe 
ro the reſurrettion of the juſt; The judgment- 
day gives every one his. portion according 
to bis works. Then muſt the holy obe- 
dient. Chriftian hear : from. its Redeemers 


the Kingdom, &c, Till then the Devils think 
their torment to be before their time. *Tis| 
when he ſhall appear we ſhall be like him, and 
fee him a4 he is. That noted. day is the 
day of being preſented faultleſs with exceeding, 
_ 4-4. > SR Fa L 
| ” And divers things .there are obviouſly 
enough to be reflefted on, which . cannot 
but be underſtood to contribute much to the 
increafe and improvement of this inchoate 
bleſſedneſs, .. bo; ap =o 
' The acquiſition of 4 glorified body. For our 
vile bodies ſhall be fo far transfigured,.as ta 
be made like [conform to] the glorious body 


dience; and devotednels to Chriſt, of for- þ 


udTagg i 
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this ſhall be when he ſhall appear from. hea- 
ven, where Saints here. below are required 
| | L- | to 


bf the Saviour, the Lord F eſus Chriſt. . And > bo 
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{to have their commerce; as the infranchiſed | 
: Citizens thereof, and from whence they are | 
| to continue, looking for him in the mean 
time, When he terminates and puts a period | 
[to that expeRation of his Saints on earth, | 

then ſhall that great change be made, 5. e:| 
| when he actually appears, at which time the | 
| trumpet ſounds, and even ſleeping duſs it ſelf. 


[14,15216, awakes , the hallowed duſt of them that! 


| flept in Jeſus firſt, who are then to come | 
with him. This change may well be con-! 
| ceived to add conſiderably to: their felici-| 
ty. A natural congruity and appetite 1s | 
' now anſwered and ſatisfied, which did ei-| 
;ther lie dormant, or was under ſomewhat! 
[av anxious reſtleſs expeRation before ; nei-! 
[ther of which could well confiſt with a ſtate 
of blefſedneſs, every-way already perfe&t. 

|And that there is a real deſire and expetta-| 
tion of this change: ſeems to be plainly in-! 
'timated in thoſe words of Fob, All the days! 
of my appointed time will I wait till my change} 
(cowe - Where he muſt rather be underſtood! 

{to ſpeak of the reſurre&tion than of death 
(C as his words are commonly miſtaken, and | 
mifapplied ); as will appear by ſetting down| | 


{the Context from the ſeventh verſe , For! 


there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that; 
3t will ſprout again, and that the tender branch) 
thereof will not ceaſe. Though the root there- 
of wax old in the earth, and the ſtock, there-! 
'of die in the ground: yet through the ſent of 


{water it will bud and bring forth bougbs like) 
\s plant. But man dieth and waſteth away 3; 


yea, 
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flood decayeth, and dryeth up, ſo man lyeth. 


yea, man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where us 
he? eA's the waters fail from the Sea, and the 


down, and riſeth not till the heavens be 16 
more : they (hall not be awaked nor raiſed out 
of their foes. O that thou wouldeſt hide me | 
in the grave, that thou wouldeſt keep me ſecret 
tl thy wrath be paſt , that thou wouldeſt ap- 
point me a ſet time, and remember me! If 4 
man die, ſhall he lxve again? eAll the days of 
my appotuted time will I wait till my chauge* 
come, Thou ſhalt call, and Twill eofacd thee ; 
thou wilt have a deſire to the work of thy: 
bands. He firſt ſpeaks according to coms, 
mon apprehenſion, and ſenſible appearance, 
touching the hopeleſs ſtate of man in death; 
as though it were leſs capable , of reparati- 
on than that of ſome inferiour creatures, 
unto the end of wer. 10, And then grad- 
ally diſcovers his better hope ; bewrays his | 
Faith, as it were obliquely, touching this 
point; lets it break out, firſt, in ſome ob-. 
fcure glimmerings, ver. I1, 12. giving us, in 
his Protaſts, a ſimilitude not fully expreſſive 
of his ſeeming meaning, for waters and 
floods that fail may be renewed; and in his 
eApodoſis more openly intimating, mans ſleep: 
ſhould be only till the heavens were no more -- 
which | till] might be ſuppoſed to fignifie 
[ never |], were it not for what follows, ver. 
13. where he expreſly ſpeaks. his confidence 
by way of petition, that ata ſet and appoint-. 
ea time, God would remember him, 1o as t0. ! 
xecall him out of the Grave: and at laſt,: | 

P 2 being 


" 


212 


The Bleſſedneſi of the Righteons. | 


cameos apo urs WEIS. 


TIS SRV 


| being now minded to ſpeak out more fully! 
| ruts the queſtion to himſelf, If a man dye 
| ſhall be live again? and anſwers it, eAll the! 


: 


| days of my appointed time, i.e. of that ap- 
| pointed time which he mention'd before, 
| when God ſhould revive him out of the! 
| Cuſt >, will I wait till my change come ,1.e. that] 
glorious change, when the corruption of a! 
| loathſom grave ſhould be exchang'd for im-! 
| mortal glory 5, which he amplifies, and utters| 
| more expreſly, ver.15, Thou ſhalt call, and; 
| will anſwer ; thou ſhalt have a deſire to, 
| the. work of thy hands: Thou wilt not al-| 
| ways forget to reſtore and perfe& thy own| 


bye 


| And ſurely that waiting is not the a& of: 
| his inanimate ſleeping duſt > but though it! 
| be ſpoken of the per/oz totally gohe into| 
Hades, into the inviſible ſtate ; *tis to be un-! 
; derſtood of that part that ſhould be capable! 
| of ſuch an ation; 4.49. I, in that part that! 
| ſhall be ſtill alive, ſhall patiently await thy! 
| appointed time of reviving me in. that part 
| allo, which Death and -the Grave ſhall in-! 
| ſult over ( in a temporary triumph) in the] 
| mean time; And fo will the words carry a 
facile. commodious ſenſe , without the un-| 
neceſſary help of an imagined Rhetorical | 
Scheme of Speech. And then, that this! 
waiting carries in it 4 deſirous expeftation of | 
ſome additional *good, is evident at firſt} 
fight z which therefore muſt needs add to} 
the ſatisfaftion and bleſſedneſs of the eX= | 
tpetting Soul. And whercin it may do fo, | 


is | 
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15 not altogether unapprehenſible. Admit, 
hat a Spirit, had ir never becn imbodied, 
might be as well without a body, or that 


t might be as well provided of a body out 
f other materials 3 *tis no unreaſonable ſup- | 
ofition, that a connate aptitude to a body, | 
ould render humane Souls more happy in a body | 
ſufficiently attempered to their moſt noble ope- | 
rations, And how much doth relation and | 
Propriety endear things, otherwiſe mean and | 
-rapoeggrnack or why ſhould it be thought | 
range, that a Soul connaturalized to mat- 
ter, ſhould be more particularly inclined to 
a particular portion thereof? {o as that ir 
Thould appropriate ſuch a part, and ſay ?rz 
ine? And will it not be a pleaſure, to have | 
vitality diffuſed through what even more 
remotely appertains to me, to have every 
hing belonging to the Suppoſitum perteAiy | 
vindicated from the ryrannous dominion of | 
Death ? The returning of the ſpirits into | 
la benumb'd or ſleeping toe or finger , adds. 
a contentment to a man which he wanted 
ſbefore. Nor is it hence neceſſary the Soul 
{ſhould covet a re-unioa with every effluvi- 
lous particle of its former body: A deſire 
implanted by God in a reaſonable Soul will: 
aim at what is convenient, not what ſhall be 
Cumberſom or monſtrous. | 
| And hoy pleafant' will it be to contem- 
plate and admire the wiſdom and power of! 
{the great Creator in this ſo glorious a change, 
when I ſhill find a Clod of Earth, .an Heap 
!of Daſt, refined into a Celeſtial purity and 
" FF 4 brignt- 
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brightneſs ? when what was ſown #7 corrup- 
tion ſhall be raiſed in incorruption ;, what was 
ſown in diſhonour, 1s raiſed in glory; what 
was ſown in weakneſs, is raiſed m power , 


+"(gne body ? when this corruptible ſhall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal, immorta- 
lity, and death be wholly ſwallowed up in vitto- 
1y? So that this awakzng may well be un- 
derſtood to carry that init, which may be- 
ſpeak it the proper ſeaſon of the Saints cor- 
ſummate ſatisfattion and bleſſedneſs. But be- 
zdes what it carries in it ſelf, there are other 
( more extrinſecal ) concurrents that do fur- 
ther fignalize this ſeaſon, and import a great 
increaſe - of- bleſſednels they to Gods holy 
ONEs. © | 

- The body of Chriſt is now compleated, 
the fullneſs of him that filleth all in all, and all 
the ſo -nearly related parts cannot but par- 
take in the perfeion and refleted glory of 
the whole. There is joy in Heaven at the 
converſion of one ſinner, though he have a trou- 
bleſom Scene yet to paſs over afterwards, in a 
tempting wicked unquiet world z how much 
more when the many ſons ſhall be all brought to 
glory together ? - 
--The- deſigns are all now accompliſhed, 
and wound up into the moſt glorious re- 
fult and iſſue , whereof the Divine Provi- 
dence had been, as in travel, for ſo ma- 
ny thouſand years. *Tis now ſeen how 
exquilite wiſdom goyern'd the world, os 


"4 


what was ſown 4 natural body, 1s raiſed a 
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how ſteady a tendency the moſt intricate and | | 
Wu Methods of Providence had, to. one | ' 
Kated and moſt worthy end. | 
Specially the conſtitution , adminiſtration, | | 
and ends of the Mediators Ringdom, are now | | 
beheld,in their exa& aptitudes, order and con: | 
ſpicu@s glory ; when ſo bleſſed an iſſue and | L 
fucceſs ſhall commend and crown the whole uns ! 
dertaking. Z ; 
| The Divine Authority is now univerſally | | 
;acknowledged and adored; his 7uſtice is | 
vindicated and fatisfied 3 his Grace demon- | 
rated and magnified to the uttermoſt, The | 
whole aſſembly of Saints folemnly acquitted 
by publick ſentence, preſented ſpotleſs | ; 
and without blemiſh. to God, and adjudg- | | 
'ed to eternal bleſſedneſs. *Tis the day of | 
ſolemn triumph and jubilation ,- upon the | 
finiſhing of all Gods works, from the crea-' h 
[tion of the world , wherein the Lord Jeſus f 
appears to be plorified in his Saints, and ad-|tThel. x. 
; mired in all that believe : Upon wiich en-] | 
[ſues the reſignation of the Mediators King-|; Cor. TH 
dow (all the ends of it being now attained)! 
that the Father himſelf may. be immediate=| | 
ily all in all. How aptly then are the fuller} 
'manifeſtations of God, the more glorious!, 
diſplay of all his Attributes, the larger and; 
'more abundant Effufions of himſelf, res| 
{ſerv'd ( as the beſt Wine to the laſt) unto! 
(this joyful day? Created perfe&tions could! 
[not have been before ſo abſolute, but they! 
{might admit of improvement , their ca- 
h P 4 pacities 
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proportionable increaſe,and that upon the con- 


pacities not To large, but they might be ex- 
tended further; and then who can doubt but 
that divine communications may alſo have a 


courſe of ſo many great occaſions they ſhall 
RD? 35 x Z 
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CHAP. IX. 


Hr Introdudion to the uſe of the Ds- 
Grine hitherto propoſed. The Uſe di- 
vided into Inferences of Truth, Rules 
of Duty. 1. Inference, That Bleſſed- 
meſs conſiſts not in any ſenſual en- 
joyment. 2, Inference, The Spirit 
of. man ( (imce *tis capable of ſo high 
a Dleſſedneſs) is a Being of high ex- 
cellency. 


A hind; the improvement of ſo momen- 
tous a truth, to the affeQting and transfor- 
ming of hearts: that (if the Lord ſhall ſo 
ar'vouchſafe his aſſitance and bleſſing) they 
ay taſte the ſweetneſs, feel the power, and 
ear the impreſs and image of it. This is 
the work, both of greateſt neceſſity, difficul- 
ty, and excellency, and unto which, all that 
hath been done hitherto, is but fublervient 
and introductive, Give me leave therefore, 


cader, to ſtop thee here, and demand of 
thee ere thou go further ; Haſt thou any de- 
fign, in turning over theſe leaves, of hetter- 
ing thy Spirit, of getting a more refined hea- 
venly temper of Soul? art thou weary of thy 
ty drols,f 


ND now is our greateſt work yet be- | 


Uſe. 
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|drofs, and earth, and longing for the firſt | 
| fruits, the beginnings of glory? doſt thou | 
| with for a Soul meet for the blefſedneſs hi- | 
therto deſcribed ? What is here written is ' 
| deſigned for thy- help and furtherance. But | 
[if thou art looking on theſe pages. with a! 
; wanton rolling eye, hunting for novelties, 
{or what may gratifie a prurient wit, a coy | 
[and {queamiſh fancy 5, Go read a Romance, 
'or ſome piece of Drollery, Know here's! 
nothing for thy turn; and dread to med- 
5 {dle with matters of everlaſting concernment 
without a ſerions ſpiritz Read not another 
"{line till thou have ſighed out this requeſt, | 
Lord keep me from trifling with the things; 
of Eternity. Charge thy Soul to conſider,, 
that what thou art now reading muſt he! 
added to thy account againſt the great day., 
*Tis amazing to think, with what vanity of 
mind the moſt weighty things of Religion; 
lare entertained amongſt Chriſtians. Things) 
that ſhould ſwallow up our Souls, drink up; 
lour ſpirits, are heard as a tale that is told, 
diſregarded by moſt, ſcorned by too. many. 
hat can be ſpoken ſo important, or of ſo tre-; 
mendous conſequence, or of ſo confeſſed truth. 
r with ſo awful ſolemnity and premiſed, 
ention of the ſacred name of the Lord, as; 
ot to find either a very flight entertainment} 
r contemptuous reze&tion? and this by per-| 
ons avowing themſelves Chriſtians ? We ſcem| 
to have little or no advantage, in urging men] 
pon their own principles, and with things 
hey moſt readily and profeſſedly afſent to. 
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heir hearts are as much untouch'd, and yoid 
f impreſſion by the Chriſtian Do&rine, as 
f they were of another Religion. How un- 
tke is the Chriſtian World to the Chriſtian 
octrine ! The Seal is fair and excellent, : 
ut the Impreſſion is languid, or not viſible. 
Where is that ſerious godlineſs, that heaven- 
ineſs, that purity, that ſpirituality, that righ- 
eouſnels, that peace, unto which the Chriſti- 
n Religion is moſt aptly deſigned to work 
nd form the ſpirits of men? We think to 
e ſaved by an empty name; and glory in 
he ſhew and appearance of that, the life 
and power whereof we hate and deride. ?Tis 
reproach with us not to be called a Chriſtian, 
and a greater reproach to be oxe. If ſuch and 
uch Doctrines obtain mot in our profeſſed 
elief, we are Hereticks or Infidels; if they 
do in our praQtice, we are Preciſfians and 
Fools. To be to ſerious, and circumſpe&t, and 
ſtri&, and holy, to make the praQice of god- 
lineſs fo much our buſine(s, as the known 
and avowed principles of our Religion do 
plainly exa& from us (yea, though we come, 
as we cannot but -do, unſpeakably ſhort of 
that required meaſure), is to make ones ſelf 
a common derifion and ſcorn. Not to be 
profeſſedly religious is barbarous, vo be fo in 
good earneſt 7:diculous, In other things men 
are wont to act and praiſe according to 
the known Rules of their {everal Callings 
and Profeſſhons, and he would be reckon'd 
the common fool of the neighbour-hood that 
ſhould not do ſoa. The — _ 
5.4.1 "IM | qQuld 
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{rom, without Pilot or Compals, or to places 


piens tft, 


{hould ſow when others reap, or contrive 
his Harveſt-into the depth of Winter, or 
{ow Fitches, and expe& to reap Wheat; The 
Merchant that ſhould venture abroad his 
moſt precious Commodities in a leaky bot- 


not likely to afford him any valuable return. 
la Religion only it mat be accounted ab- 
{[lurd, to be and do according to its known 


za 464 


agreed Principles, and he a fool that ſhall 
but pratts/e as all about him profeſs to be- 
lieve, Lord! whence is this apprehended in- 
conſiſtency between the profeſſion and pra- 
ice of Religion ? what hath thus ſtupity'd 
and unman'd the world? that ſeriouſneſs in | 
Religion ſhould be thought the charaRter of | 
a fool? that men muſt vitbly make a mockery | 
of the moſt Fundamental Articles of Faith | 
only to ſave their reputation, and be afraid | 
to be ſerious, leſt they ſhould be thought ; 
mad! Were the Do&rine here opened be 
lieved in earneſt, were the .due proper im- 
prels of it upon our ſpirits, or (as the Pagan 
Moralift; expreſſion is) were our minds trans- 
figured into it ; what manner of perſons ſhould 
[we be in all haly converſation and godlineſs *: 
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ſe in ea que didicit transſiguratus eſt animus. Sen. Ep. 94. 


{ But *tis thought enough to have it in our 
Creel, though never in our hearts; and ſuch» 
as will not dzri4e the holineſs it ſhould pro- 
duce, yet end:avour it not, nor $0 about to: ap- 
ply and urge truths upoa their: own fouls ts 
any 
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any ſuch purpoſe. What ſhould turn into Grace 
and Spirit and Life, turns all into Notion and 
Talk; and men think all is well, if their head 
be filPd, and their tongues tipt, with what 
ſhould transform their fouls, and govern their 
lives. How are the moſt awful Truths,and that 
ſhould have greateſt power upon mens Spirits, 
| trifled with'as matters only of ſpeculation and 
| diſcourſe ! They are heard but as empty airy 
; words, and preſently evaporate, pals away into 
| words again; like food ( as Seneca ſpeaks ): 
| «< that comes up preſently, the ſame that it was 


[© taken in; which ( as he ſaith) profits not, 


| © nor makes any acceſſion to the body at all. pi 


| A like caſe (as another ingeniouſly Ipeaks], 
; «as if ſheep when they have been feeding 
| © ſhould preſent their Shepherds with the ve- 
'&ry graſs it ſelf which they have cropt, and 
| © ſhew how much they had eaten. No, faith he, 
| © they concoet it, and ſo yield them Wool and 
|« Milk. Ando (ſaith he) do not you (zz. 
| <© when you have been-inſtrued ) preſently 
{© 90 and utter words among the more ignorant 
| ( meaning they ſhould not do ſo in a way of 
| oſtentation, to ſhew how much they knew 
| more than others ) © but works that follow 
|< upon the concoRion of what hath been by 


{ans be aſhamed that they need this inſtru&ti- 
jon from Heathen Teachers). 
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Thy words were found, and I did eat thens 
faith the' Prophet ), and thy word was to me 
he joy and rejoycing of my heart. - Divine 
ruth is only 1o far at preſent grateful, or 
:ſeful for future, as*tis received by faith and 
onſideration, and in the love thereof into the 
ery heart, and there turned ( in ſuccum & 
ſanguinem ) into real nutriment to the Soul : 
So ſhall man we by the word of God. Hence 
is the application of it ( both perſonal and 
miniſterial ) of ſo great neceſſity. 

It the Truths of the Goſpel were of the 
ſame alloy with ſome parts of Philoſophy, 
whoſe end is attained as foon as they are 
known; if the Scripture-Do@rine ( the 
whole entire Syſtem of it ) were not a Do- 
Arine after godlineſs; if it were not deſign-' 
ed to ſanifie and make men holy; or if! 
the hearts of men did not relugate, were| 
cally receptive of its impreſſions; our work! 
were as ſoon done, as ſuch a Do@rine were 
nakedly propoſed : But the ſtate of the caſe 
in theſe reſpeRs is known and evident. The 


end; and experience too plainly ſpeaks the 
oppoſiteneſs of mens ſpirits. All (there- 
fore ) we read and hear is loſt if it be not 
urgently apply'd : ( The Lord grant it be} 
not then too). | 
; Therefore, Reader, let thy mind and} 
heart concur in the following improve-| 
|niegt of this DoArine, which will be wholly 
comprehended under theſe two heads, 


W—- Infe- 


tenour and afpe& of Goſpel-Truth ſpeaks its| 
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1 Inferences of —_ that are conſequent and! 


| | Rules of Duty connatural thereto. {| 
I. ———_ of Truth deducible from! 


True Bleſſedneſs conſiſts not in any ſen-\1, Infer. 

' ſual enjoyment. The blefſedneſs of a manj 
« can be but one; moſt only one. He can have 
| but one higheſt and beſt Ar? And its pro-! 
|per character is, that it finally ſatisfies and, 
'gives reſt to his ſpirit. This the face and; 
| bkeneſs of God deth ;, his glory beheld and! 
| participated. Here then alone his full blet-; 
[ſedneſs muſt be underſtood to lye. 

J | Therefore as this might many other ways 
| be evinced to be tries fo it evidently ap-; 
pears to be the proper iſſue of the preſent! 
(truth, and is plainly proved by it. But alas! 
[It needs a great deal more to be preſſed than! 
\proved. O that it were but as much conſs-; 
idered as it is krown! The experience of 1 
{moſt ſix thouſand years, hath ( one would; 
[think ſufficiently ) teſtified the incompetency 
'of every worldly thing to make men hap-! 
'py5 that the preſent pleaſing of our ſenſes, 
'{and the gratification of our animal. part is; 
[Not blefſedneſs; that men are ſtill left unſa-! 
[tisfied notwithſtanding, But the praRtice and, 
{courſe of the world is ſuch, as if this were! 
{ſome late and rare experiment; which { for! 
| ;curiolity ) every one muſt be trying overs 
TY ;again, Every age renews the enquiry after 
iy earthly felicity 3 the deſign is intail'd Oo 

tne 


v0 
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——_ 


Pfal. 49. 


this cold earth ? If all created nature be vext 


{ly buſie as ever; are perpetually toffed by 


{ſerious heart doth not melt and bleed for 
[miſerable men, that are ( through' a juſt 
* 
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the Spaniſh deſigns are faid to be), ?nd re- 
inforc'd with as great a confidence and vi- 
gour from-age to age, as if none had been 
baffled or defeated in it before 5 or that it 
were very likely to take at laſt. Had this 
been the alone folly of the firſ#. age, it had 
admitted fome excuſe; but that the world 
ſhould ſtill þe cheated by the ſame 1o oft 
repeated impoſtures, preſents us with a ſad 


This their way ts their folly, yet their poſterity 
approve, &c, The wearied wits and wafte 
eſtates, laid out upon the Philoſophers Stone; 
afford but a faint defeQive repreſentation of 
this caſe. What Chymiſtry can extra hea- 
ver out of a clod of clay? What art can 
make bleſſedneſs - fpring and grow out of 


proſpe& of the deplorable ſtate of refer 


and tortured never ſo Fong, who can expe&t 
this Elixir ? Yet after ſo many fruſtrated at- 
tempts,' ſo much time, and ftrength, and la- 
bour loſt,- men are ſtill as eagerly and -vain- 


unſatisfied deſires, laboring in the fire, wea- 
rying. themſelves for very vanity, diſtra&- 
ed by the uncertain ( and often contrary ) 
motions of a ravenous appetite, and a blind 
mind, that would be happy, and knows 
not how. With what founding bowels, 
with what compaſhonate tears ſhould the 
ſtate of mankind be lamented, by all that 
underſtand the worth of a Soul? What 


nemete 


) 
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nemeſis * ) fo perpetually mockt with ſha: 
dows, cheated with falſe delufive appearances; 
infatuated and betrayed by their own ſenſes 


F Ira De? 
eſt iſta vis 
Fa BOYEa- 

lis, ubs ho- 
mo vanita- 


They -walk but in a vain ſhew, diſquietin 
themſelves in vain ; their days flee away as 
ſhadow, their ſtrength is only labour an 
ſorrow; while | they riſe up early and ly 
down late, to ſeek reſt in trouble and life 1 
death. They run away from bleſfſednefs whil 


ſelves to be led down without regret to perdi- 
tion, 4s an ox to the ſlaughter, and a. fool to th 


their lyver : Delcend patiently to the chamber 
of death, not ſo much as once thinking, whs 
ther are we going ? dream of nothing but a 
earthly Paradiſe, till they find themſelves a 
midft the infernal regions, 
| 2. The Spirit of man (in as much as "th, 
| Capable of ſuch ableſſedneſs), appears an excel- 
| dent creature. Its natural capacity is ſuppoſed | 
| for the Pſalmift ſpeaks of his own numerica 
perſon, the ſame that then writ 5 1 ſhall be. 
| hold; ſhall be ſatisfied; take away this ſup 
' politum, and it could not be fo {aid; or a 


they pretend to purſue it, and ſuffer them4. 


| correttion of the flocks, till a dart ſtrike throngh- 


lt fumilis 
fattns eft, 
&> dies thus 
velut um- 
bra prete= 
reunt, 
Aug. de 
Civ, Det 
(, 22, (:24e 


2, Infer, 
Not thar 
this bleſ- 

| ſedneſs 

| can be at- 
tained by 

' meer hu- 

; man en- 


| 


( more whereof ſee under the next Inference ) b 
inclination, a certain ponds nature ( as ſome Schoo 
by which it propends towards it ; or there 1s t 
fundamentum, or capacitas ( as ſome others ) #. 6. 


deavours, 
there's an 
en ſpeak) 
radzx, OF 
at 1t not 


only may yrecezve it 3 but thatit may be <elevateq by grace, 
aftively to concur, by its natural powers, as [vital prin- 
ciples towards the attainment of it, according to fhat known 
faying of Saint Auguſtine, Poſſe credere nature eſt hojpinis, &Cc. 
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in Fob's words; 1 ſhall behold him, and noti 
another for me, It would certainly be ano- 
ther,.not the ſame, Judg hence the excel- 
lency of an human Soul ( the principal ſub- 
je&t of this bleſſedneſs) without addition 
of any new natural powers, *tis capable of 
the viſion of God of partaking unto fatis- 
faction the divine likeneſs. And is not that] 
an excellent creature, that is capable not 0n- 


ily of ſurveying the creation of God, paſling 


hrough the ſeveral ranks and orders of 
created Beings; but of aſcending to the Be- 
ing of beings, of contemplating the divine ex- 
cellencies, of beholding the bright and glori- 
us face of the bleſſed God himſelf; till it have 
ookt it {elf into His very likeneſs, and have his 
Intire image inwrought into it. 

The dignity then of the Spirit of man is 
ot to be eſtimated by the circumſtances of 
Its preſent ſtate, as *tis here clad with a ſor- 
id fleſh, inwrapt in darkneſs, and grovel- 
ing in the duſt of the earth : but confider | 
he improveableneſs of its natural powers 
nd faculties; the high perfe@ions it may 
ttain, and the foundations of how glorious 
ſtate are laid in its very nature. And then 
ho can tell, whether-its poſſible advancement 
Is more to be admired, or its preſent calami- 
ty deplor'd. Might this conſideration be per- 
mitted to ſettle and fix it ſelf in the hearts 
pf men ; could any thing be ſo grievous to 
them, as their ſo vaſt diſtance from ſuch an 
attainable bleſſedneſs : or any thing be ſo in- 
Juſtriouſly avoided, 1o earneſtly ———, as 
tnat 
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{ſelves as low as Hell. How generous. a dif- 


| they conſider their own capacity of behold 


that viſer deje&ion and abaſement of them- 
{elves; when they are ſo low .already by. Di- 
vine diſpoſition, to deſcend. lower by their 
own. wickedneſs, when they are already 
fallen as low as Earth; to precipitate them-| 


dain ſhould char thought raiſe in mens ſpirits, 

of .that vile ſervitude to which they have] 
ſubjeted themſelves, a. ſervitude to brutal 
luſts, to ſenſual inclinations and defixes; a 
if the higheſt happineſs they did project t 
themſelves were the ſatisfaction : of theſe 
Would they not with an heroick ſcorn tr 
away their eyes from beholding vanity, di 


ing the divine' glory? could they fatisfi 
themſelves to become * like the beaſts tha 
periſh, did- they think of being ſatisfied. wit 
the. /zkheneſs of God? And who can .conceiv 
unto what degree this aggravates the ſiz 0 
man, that he ſo little minds ( as it will thei 
nſery, that ſhall fall ſhort of) this bleſſedneſs ! Irc 

They had ſpirits capable of it. - Conſider tho fa), nr gs 
ſenſual man whoſe happineſs lies in Colours hgaa9e; 

and Taſtes, and Sounds, (as the Moraliſt in jus ſuns 
genioufly fpeaks ) that herd'ſt thy ſelf with man bo- | 
brute creatures,. and .aimeſt no higher than 2 ſapo- 
they : as little lookeſt up, and art as, mucl znukg 

a ſtranger to the thoughts and defires of ,; gy; 
Heaven yg. thy Creation did not ſet, thee ſo conftat? 


low; they are where they were; but tho _—_ ex 
06 anie 

| | | | | malzum 

numero pulcherrimo, ac dis ſecundo; mutis aggregetuq animal pas, 

blo natum. Sen, Ep. 92. = | 


Q-2 * arf 


* Volup- 
tas bonum 
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et, 
Hunc tu 
( 10n dice 


znter viros 
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art faln from thy excellency. God did not 
make thee a brute Creature , but thou thy 
felf- Thou haſt yet a ſpirit about the, that 
might underſtand its own original , and al- 
liance to the Father of Spiritsz that hath a 
deſignation in its nature to higher converſes| |; 
and employments.. Many myriads of ſuch 
ſpirits, of no higher ( original ) excellency 
than thy own, are now in the preſence of 
| the Higheſt Majeſty; are prying into the eter- 

nal glory, contemplating the perfeftions of | 


the Divine Nature, beholding the unyailed 
face of God, which transfuſes upon them | 
its own fatisfying likeneſs. Thou art not 
Tſo low-born, but thou might' attain this. E 
ſtate alſo. That Soveraign Lord and Au- | 
thor of all things, calls thee to it ; his good- [7 
| eſs invites thee, his authority enjoins thee to . 
_ {turn thy thoughts and deſigns this way. Fear 
 - .. [not to be thought immodeſt or preſumptu- 
* xr D;-| ous; * ?tis but a dutiful ambition ; an obe- 
os £qnat, | dient afpiring, Thou art under a Law to | 
7116 tendity he _thus happy 3 nor doth it bind thee to any 
| | foe” mms) atural impoſſibility z it deſigns 1nſtructions to 
" "{ Nemo, in; thee, not delufive; guidance, not mockery. 
probe, © | When thou -art required to apply and turn thy | 
conatur a/-] Soul to this bleſſednefs; *tis not the ſame 
"_ ? WH thing, as if thou wert |bidden to remove a | 
e dtſcene : : | 
derat Mountain, to pluck down a ſtar , or create 
acti eis ſua World. Thou art here put upon nothing 
mis & [but what is agreeable to the primeval nature 
T7, of man; and though it be to a vaſt heighth, ;, , 
Ep. =y {thou -muſt aſcend ; *tis. by ſo. cafte. and fa- | 
 jmiliar Me#hods, by ſo apt Gradations, that 


_— 
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{thy nature in all thy way. Do but make 
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nd zothing 4s the hindrance but an unwilling 
Try however (which will ſuffice to 


art. 


a likely means to make thee willing ) 
now far thou canſt underſtand and trace 
he way ( complying with it at leaſt as rea- 
onable ) that leads to this blefledneſs, Re- 
Ire a little into thy ſelf; forget a while thy 
elation to this ſenſible world; ſummon in 
thy felf-refleting and conſidering powers: 
Thou wilt preſently perceive thou art not 
already happy, thou art in ſome part unſa- 
[tisfied 5 and thence will eafily underſtand, in 
as much as thou art not happy in thy ſelf, 
that it muſt be ſomething, as yet without 


make thee happy, but what is in that reſpect 
etter than thy ſelf ; or hath ſome perfe&ion 
n it,* which thou findeſt wanting in thy ſelf. 
A little further diſcourſe or reafoning with 
thy ſelf, will eaſily perfwade thee, thou haſt 
ſomething better about thee than that lug- 
Sage of fleſh thou goeſt with to and fro; 


Fad tryals with thy ſelf; thou wilt ſoon 


et thee diſcern thy own capacity, and. will | 


thee, muſt make thee ſo; and nothing can | 


for thou well knoweſt, that * is not capable 


I fury edt, 29 1g 72, ippon evlor % Nt ipainey | 
oe ael]ng eurrodoy 1g TET0, eiTis Ry iy Tais THis 
I'lotin, Ennead.. 4. lib 3+ 
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thou 


Qz_ 


of reaſon and diſcourſe z and that the power#* 
of doing ſo is an higher perfe&ion than any|...., 
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* Sicut 

non eſt 2 
carne, ſed 
ſuper car- 


per homine 
De1 lib. 1 
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efides thy bulkie material ' part; thou muſt 
ave ſuch a thing as a ſpirit - or. ſoul belong- 
ng to thee, to Which, that and thy other 
erfettions (not competible to groſs matter ) 
nay agree, Thou wilt readily afſent, that 
hou canſt never be happy, while thy bet- 
er and: more noble part is unſatisfied , and 
that” it can only be fatisfied with ſomething 
ſutable and connatural to it. | That there- 
fore thy happineſs muſt lie: in : ſomething 
more excellent than this material or ſenſible 
world, otherwiſe it cannot be (grateful and 
ſutible to thy Soul, yea, in ſomething that 
may be better, and more excellent than thy 
Soul it ſelf, otherwiſe how can it better and 
perfe that *. As thou canſt not but -ac- 
knowleds thy Soul to be ſpiritual and im- 


nem, ta carnem facit utvire * fic non eſt ab homine, ſed (us 


» quod hominem facit beat# vivere. D. Aug. de Civir, 
- C. 25s : : ; : 


material, fo if thou attend. thou wilt ſoon 
fee cauſe to acknowledg a fſpiritual' or im- 
material being better and more perfe& than 
thy own Soul. For #rs perfe&tions were not 
elf-originate , they were therefore derived 
from ſomething, for that reafon confeſſed- 
ly more excellent ; whence at laſt alſo thou 
wilt find it unavoidably impos'd upon thee, 


perfett, and than which there cannot be a 
more perfe&; the firſt ſubjeft and common 
tountain of all perfeRions, which hath them 
: underived 


hou canſt entitle z to and that therefore, 


ro apprehend and adore a-being abſolutely | 
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ſed God, thou neceſſarily dependeſt, and 


[underived in himſelf, and can derive them un: 
to inferiour created beings *. Upon this eter- 
al and ſelf-eſſential bemg, the infinitely bleſ- 


owelſt therefore conſtant ſubjetion and obe- 
dience to him, 


Thou haſt indeed offended 


o inſiſt what hath been much urged by le 
of former and latter ( yea, and of the preſent ) ti 
hoſoever denies the exiſtence of ax abſa/xtely þ 
ontradits himſelf in the denjal, inaſmuch as nec 


i{cuſs 1t. 


ereſt in him, and interconrſe with him 3 but 
e hath proclaimed in his Goſpel, his wil- 
lingneſs to be reconciled, and that through 
the ſufferings, righteouſneſs, and interceſſion 
f his only begotten Son, thy merciful Re- 
cemer, the way is open for thy reſtitution 
nd recovery ; that thou may*ſt partake from 
him what-ever perfeion is wanting to thy 
blefſednels. Nothing is required from thee 
in order hereunto, but that relying on and 
ubmitting to thy Redeemers gracious con- 
ut, thou turn thy mind and heart towards 
hy God, to know him, and conform to him 
q view and imitate the Divine perfe&ions3 
the faithful endeavour and inchoation where- 
f, will have this iſſue and reward, the clear 
ifion and full participation of them. So that 
he way and work differ not, in nature and 

Q 4 kind, 


im, and art thereby cut off from all in- | 


Y Ut In or 
aine canſ4- 
rum effici- 

entzum, it4] . 
OF in gra” 
dibus ute 
thtis 


perſeftionzs, non datur progreſſus in infinitum : ſed oport& ſit aliquz 
rima &@- ſumma perfedtio, Pet. Molin. de cognitione Pez. Not 


ned men 
e, | that. 
eft being, 
ity of _ex- 


ence is included in the very ſubje& of rhe negatidqn') ſome 
ccounting it a Sophiſm, and it being unſeaſonalſle here ro 
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1Soul. What violence is there done to rea- 


jand wicked heart ? Did thy reaſon ever turn 


£& thou couldeſt ſometimes have {pared me a 


{kind, from thy end and reward; thy duty 


from thy bleſſedneſs. Nor are either repug- 
nant to the natural conttitution of thy own 


ſonable nature in all this? or what can hin- 
der thee herein, but a moſt .culpably averſe 


off thy Soul from God ? was it not thy cor- 
ruption only? What vile images doſt thou 
receive from earthly obje&s, which deform 
thy Soul, while thou induftriouſly . averteth 
thy Makers likeneſs that would perfe&t it? 
How full is thy mind and heart of vanity ? 
how empty of God ? Were this through na- 
tural incapacity, thou wert an innocent crea- 
ture; it were thy :nfel:city- (negative I mean) 
not thy crime; and muſt be refolved into 
the Soveraign will of thy Creator, not thy own 
diſobedient will, But when this ſhall appear 
the true ſtate of thy caſe, and thou ſhalt hear 
it from the mouth of thy Judg; © Thou 


«© 2bout meaner obje&s, but none for me; 


& lance, a caft of thine eye at leaſt, when 
« thou didſt rather chuſe it ſhould be in the 
« ends of the earth: A thought of me had 


& thought, as of this or that vanity ; but thy 
« heart was not with- me. I baniſh thee, 
cc therefore, that preſence which thou never 
&© loved'ſt. I deny thee the viſion thou didft 


&« coſt thee as little, might as ſoon have been| 


| 


&« didfſt not like to retain me in thy knowleds| 
© or love; thou had reaſon and will to-uſe| 


« always ſhun, and the impreſſion , of. my 
|  Elikene 


KS 
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Ec likeneſs which' thou didfſt ever hate. T eter- 
nally abandon thee to the darkneſs and de- 
<& formities which were ever grateful to thee, 
«© Thine is 4 ſelf created hell ;, the fruit of thy 
«own choice; no invitations or perſwaſt- 
& ons of mind could keep thee from it. How 
wilt thou excuſe thy fault, or avert thy doom ! 
what Arguments or Apologies ſhall defend 
thy cauſe againſt theſe pleadings ? Nay, what 
Armour ſhall defend thy Soul againſt its own 
wounding felf-refle&tions hereupon 2 When 
every. Thought ſhall be a Dart; and a con- 
victed Conſcience an ever-gnawing Worm, 


[ver winding about thy heart ? 

It will now be fadly thought on, how of- 
{ten thou faw'ſt. thy way and declin'dft it, 
knew thy duty and did'ſt wave it; un- 
derſtoodl'ſt thy intereſt and did*ft Night it; 
| approy*dſt the things that were 'more excel- 


didft prevaricate with thy light, and run 
counter to thine own eyes; while things, 
confeſſedly, moſt worthy of thy thoughts and 


dows eagerly purſu'd. Thy own heart will 


capacity, but znclination, that cut thee off from 
bleſiedneis. Thou wilt now bethink thy elf, 
that whe life and immortality were brought 
to light before thy eyes in the Goſpel; and thou 
waſt told of this future bleſfedneſs of the 
Saints, and preſ# to follow holineſs, as without 
which thou could*ſt not ſee God ,, it was a rea- 

| | ſonabl 


a fiery Serpent with endleſs involutions e- 


[lent and did'ſt reje&t them ? How often thou! 


purſuits were overlook'd; and empty ſha:| 


now feelingly tell thee, it was not want off 
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ſonable man was ſpoken to, that had a power 


to underſtand, and judg, and chuſe;, not a 
Stone or a Brute. Thy capacity of this bleſ- 
Tedneſs makes thee capable alſo of the moſt 
xquiſite tormenc ; and refleed on, actually 
Infersit. How paſſionately (but vainly) wilt 
hou then cry out, © Q that I had filPd up the 
© place ofany the meaneſt Creature thrqughout 
f© the whole Creation of God, that | had been 
©a Gnat, or a Fly, or had never been, rather 


to reckon for! Yea, and thou muſt reckon 
ornot only the actual light, and good impreſſi- 
ns thou hadſt, but even all thou waſt capable 
f, and mightr'ſt have attained. Thou ſhalt 
ow recount with anguiſh and horror ( and 
end thy own Soyl with the thoughts ) what 
hou mjghteſt now have been; how excellent 
nd glorious a creature | hadft thou not con- 
riv'd thy own miſery, and confpir'd with the 
vil againſt thy ſelf, how to deform and de- 
troy thy own Soul. While this remembrance 
Il always afreſh return, thatnothing was en+ 
ined thee as a duty, or propounded as thy 


nd that jt was not fatal neceſſity, but a wilful 
ce made thee miſerable. 


CHAP. 


© than to have ſonoble abuſed powers eternally | 
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eſſedneſs,but what thou waſt made capable of; | 
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CHAP. XIL. 


Inference 3. That a change of heart is 


neceſſary to this bleſſedneſs. The pre- 
tences of ungodly men , whereby they 
would avoid the weceſſity of this 
change. Five conſiderations propo- 
fed in order to the deteFing the wa- 
nity of ſuch pretences. A particular 
diſcuſſion qnd refutation of thoſe 


Pretences, 


35 mighty change muſt paſs upon the 


Souls of men in order to their enjoy- 
from the conſideration of the nature and 


righteouſneſs pre-required'to it. A little re- 
fle&tion: upon the common ſtate and tem- 
per of mens ſpirits, will ſoon inforce an ac- 
knowledgment that the Viſion of God, and 
conformity to him, are things above their 
reach , and which they are never likely to 
take ſatisfa&tion in, or at all to ſavour, till 
they become otherwiſe diſpoſed than before 
the renovating change they are. The Text 
expreſſes no more in ſtating the qualified ſub- 
ze of this bleſſedneſs [5m righteouſneſs] than 
it'cvidently z-plies in the account it gives 
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rent of this Bleſſedneſs. This equally follows 


ſubſtantial parts of it, as of the qualifying | 
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| ver loved it! were {o much his enemies! 


ant. Sent. 


of this bleſſedneſs it ſelf, that it lies [in ſee- 


ing God, and being ſatisfied with his likeneſs ]. | 


As ſoon as it is conſidered, that the bleſſed- 
neſs of Souls is ſtated here, what can be a 
more obvious refle&ion than this ; Lord, 
then how great a change muſt they under- 
g0! what ſuch Souls be bleſſed in ſeeing 
and partaking the Divine likeneſs, that ne- 


"Tis true they are zaturally capable of it, 
which ſpeaks their original excellency ; but 
they are morally xncapable, i.e. indiſpoſed and 
«verſe, which as truly, and moſt ſadly ſpeaks. 
their preſent vileneſs ; and the fordid abje&' 
temper they now are of. They are deſtitute 
of no natural powers neceſſary to the attain- 
ment of this bleſſedneſs; but in the mean 
time have them fo depraved. by impure and 
vitious tinures that they cannot reliſh it, 
or the 'imeans to it. They have reaſonable 
Souls furniſhed with intelle&ive and ele&ive 
faculties, but labouring under a manifold 
diſtemper and difaffetion z that they cannot 
receive, they cannot ſavonr the things of God, 
or what is Spiritual. They want the wiz 
(as we may expreſs it), the well-diſpoſed- 
nefs for the Kingdom of God, intimated Zuk, 
9. 62, the 4994, the meetneſs, the apti- 
tude, or idoneity for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light, Col. 1. 12. 

A ſettled averſion from God hath faſtned 
its roots in the very ſpirit of their minds 
( for that is 'ſtated as the prime ſubje&t of the 


change to be made) and how they can take 
| pleaſure 
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pleaſure then in the viſion and participation 
of his glory ? whereas by beholding the glo- 
ry of the Lord, they ſhould be changed into 
the ſame image; a vail is upon the heart till 
it turn to the Lord, as was ſaid concernin 
the Fews, 2 Cor. 3, The God of this world hat 
blinded their minds, leſs ( that transforming | 
light ) tbe lght of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the image of God, - ſhould ſhine unto them, 
Chap. 4. 4, T hey are alienated from the Life of \Eph.4.18, 
God, through their ignorance and blindneſs of 
heart. The life they chuſe is to be 4% w | I 
xoope, Atheiſts, Or without God in the world. Ch. 2. 12: 
They like not ta retain God un their knowledg : Rom.1.28, 
are willingly ignorant, of him, Say to him, |2 Pet. 3+ 
depart from us,” we deſire not the knowledg of Y9b21-14e 
thy ways. The Lord looks down from heaven F'al-53- 
upon the children of men, to ſee if any will un-| 
derſtand, if any wall fech, after God; and the 
reſult of the enquiry 'is, There 25. none that | 
doth good, . no not one. They are haters of Joh. 15: 
God, as our Saviour accuſed the Fews, and{| 
Saint Paul the Gentiles, Are lovers of pleaſure;rom, i, 
more than lovers of Ged. Their underſtand- 
ings are dark, their minds vain, their wills-0b- 
ſtinate, their confciences ſeared, their hearts 
hard and dead, their lives one continued Re- 
bellion againſt God and a defiance to heaven. 
At how vaſt diſtance are fuch ſouls from 
ſuch blefſedneſs! The .notion and nature 0 
bleſſedneſs muſt fure be changed, or the tem 
er of their Spirits. Either they muſt hav! 
W hearts created,, or a new Heaven, if eve 


they be happy. And ſuch is the ſtupid do# 
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tage of vain man, he can more eaſily per- 
{wade himſelf to believe, that the Sun it ſelf 
ſhould be transformed into a dunghil, tha 
the Holy God ſhould lay afide his Nature 
and turn Heaven into a place of impur 
darkneſs; than that he him/elf ſhould nee 
to _—_ a. change O the powerful infa 
tuation of ſelf-love, that men in the Fall of bit + 
zerneſs ſhould think *tis well with their ſpi- 
rits, and fancy themſelves in a' cafe $00d e 
nough to enjoy Divine pleaſures; that (a 
the Toads venom offends not it ſelf ) thei 
foathſom wickedneſs, whith all good me 
deteſt, is a pleaſure to them ; and while ?ti 
as the poiſon of Aſps under their lips, the 
roll it fas a dainty bit, revolve it in thei 
thoughts with delight! Their wickedneſ: 


Pſal. 36.1 
2. 


Plat, SO, 


| [lo they ſtand as men that cannot. find their 
thands. Urge them 'to the ſpeedy ſerious en- 


ſpeaks it felf out to the very hearts of others 
while it never affets their ow, and is fount 
out to be hateful, while they ftill continu 
flattering themfelves. And becatiſe they ar 
without ſpot 7 their own eyes; they adven'. 
ture ſo high, as to preſume themſelves ſo 11 
the pure eyes of God too; and inſtead off 
deſigning to be /zke God, they already ima- 
gine him ſuch a one as themſelves, Hence their 
allotment of time (in the whole of it, the Eord: 
knows little enough) for the working out: 
of their (alvation ſpends apace 5 while they 
do not fo much as underſtand: their buſineſs, 
Their meaſured hour is almoſt outs an #m- 
wenſe Eternity is coming 'on upon them; and} 


deavQur 
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deavour of an heart-change, earneſtly to in+ 
tend the buſineſs of regeneration, of be+ 
coming new creatures; they ſeem to under- 
ſtand 1t as little, as if they were ſpoken to; 
in an unknown tongue ; and are in the like 
poſture with the confounded builders of Ba- 
bel, they know not what we mean, or would! 
put them upon. They wonder what we 
would have them do. « They are (ſay they} 
« Orthodox Chriſtians : They telieve all x 
&« Articles of the Chriſtian Creed : They deteſt 
&« all Hereſie and falſe DoArine : They are no 
« ſtrangers to the Houſe of God but dili- 
&« cently attend the enjoyned -Solemnities of 
&« Publick Worſhip : Some poſſibly can ſays} 
& they are ſober, juſt, charitable, peaceable z 
-1<* and others that can boaſt lefs of their ver- 
&«'tyes, yet ſay, they are ſorry for their ſins, 
* and pray God to forgive them. And if 
we urge them concerning their Tranſlation 
from the ſtate of Nature. to that of Grace, 
their | becoming new creatures, their implan- 
<« tation into Chriſt : They ſay they have been 
« Baptized, and thereinregenerate, and what 
&« would we have more ? 
But to how little purpoſe is it to equivo- 
| [cate with God ? to go about to put a fal- 
lacy upon the Juds of Spirits ? or efcape the 
animadverſion of his fiery flaming eye? or 
elude his determinations, and pervert the true 
intent and meaning of his moſt eſtabliſhed Con- 
ſtitutions and Laws. 

Dareſt thou venture thy Soul upon it? 
that this is all God means, by having a 

new 
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 {Pfal. gr. 


Eph.2.10, 
2 Cor. 5. 


17. 


Eph.4 23, 
24» 


Jam. 1.18. 


ew heart- created, a right ſpirit renewed in uw <. 
by being made Gods workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works: by becoming 


new creatures, old things being done away, all 
things made new + by ſo learning the truth as 
it isin Feſus, to the putting off the old man 
and putting on the new, which after God 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ;, by 
being begotten of Gods own will by the word of 
truth; to be ( the 4Tagxn ) the chief excel- 
lency, the prime glory ( ascertainly his new 
creature is his beſt creature ), the firſt fruits, 
or the devoted part of all his creatures by 
having Chriſt formed in us, by partaking the 
divine nature, the incorruptible ſeed, the ſeed 
of God; by being born of God, Spirit of Spi- 
rit ; as of earthly Parents we are born fleſh of 
fleſh. When my eternal bleſſedneſs lies upon | 
it, had I not need to be ſure that I hit the 
true meaning. of theſe Scriptures ? eſpecially, 
that at leaſt I fall not below it, and reſt not 


indiſpenſably neceſſary to my entring into | 
the Kingdom of God ? | 

I profeſſedly wave controverſies, and *tis 
pity ſo praQtical a buſineſs as this I am now 
upon, and upon which Salvation ſo much 
depends , ſhould ever have been encumbred 
with any controverſie. And therefore (though 
I ſhall not digreſs ſo far, as to undertake a 
particular and aiſtint# handling here of this 
work of God upon the Soul, yet) I ſhall 
propound ſomething in general, touching | 
the change neceflarily previous to this blel- | 
| : ſednels, ] 


VT UA. Tr rot tend, 


in any thing ſhort of what Scripture makes | 


Þ om nr 


{our relation and ſtate God-ward:, doth it there-| 


is the buſineſs I have in hand) that I hope 
will paſs among Chriſtians for acknowledg- 


v, 


ord knows it be little conſidered. My de- 
1gn being rather to awaken Souls to the 
Conſideration of kpowr and agreed things, than 


Þ truth, not liable to diſpure, though the 
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to perplex them about #z4zzown. Conſider | 


therefore : 

| Firſt, That the boly Scriptures, in the fore- 
ys and other like paſſages, do plainly 
bold forth the neceſſity of a real change to be 
made in the inward temper and diſpoſitions of + 
the Soul; and not a relative only , reſpetting | 
zts ſkate. This cannot be doubted by any | 
that acknowledg a real inherent depravation, | 
_ in the nature of man, No, nor | 
denied by them that grant ſuch a corrupti- | 
on to be general and continued among men 
whether by imitation only, or what way ſo- 
ever. And willing I am to meet men upon ! 
their own, principles and conceffions, how- 
ever erroneous or ſhort of the truth they 
may be, while-they are yet improvable to} 
itheir own advantage. Admit that regene- 
ir ation, or the new-birth includes 4 change of 


(fore exclude an intrinſick ſubje&ive change of 
{the inclinations and tendencies of the Soul ? 
{And if it did, yet other terms are more pe- 
(culiarly appropriate to, and moſt expreſly 
[Point out this very change alone ;, As that of 
{6onverſion, or of turning to God; of being re- 
| | newed, 
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\ſedneſs, (wherein that neceſſity is evidence- [ 
lable from the nature of this bleſſednelſs which | 
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the Truth of God, and the flame of Hell 


newed in the ſpirit of the mind; of putting of 
the old man that us corrupt by, &c. and put- 
ting on the new man, which 1s created in righ- | 
teouſneſs and true holineſs, &c, of partaking | 
the divine nature; It matters not if this or 
that expreſſion be underſtood. by ſome, more 
principally in another ſenſe; the thing :t ſelf, 
of which we ſpeak, is as clearly expreſſed, 
and as urgently preſſed ( as there was cauſe) 
as any other matter whatſoever throughout | 
the whole Book of God. But men are ſlow- | 
er of belief, as to this great Article of the 
Chriſtian Do&rine, than to moſt (I might 
lay any) other. This truth more dire&ly |, 
aſſaults the ſtrong holds of the Devil in the | 
hearts of men, and is of more immediate |; 
tendency to ſubvert his Kingdom 3 There- | 
fore they are moſt unwilling to have it zrue, 
and moſt hardly believe it. Here they are 
to madly bold, as to give the lie to all Di- 
vine Revelations; and though they are ne- 
ver 1o plainly told without holineſs none (hall 
ſee Ged, they will yet maintain the contrary 
beliet and hope, till go ye curſed, vindicate 
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be their eternal confutation. Lord !. that fo 
plain a thing will not enter into the hearts 
of men; that ſo urgent inculcations will not ' 
yet make them apprehend that their Souls 
muſt be renewed or periſh ! That they will) 
ſill go dreaming on with that mad conceit, 
that ( what-ever the Word of God ſays to 
the contrary ) they may yet with unſanRti- | 
fied hearts get to Heaven! How deplorable 
1s | 
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- |#ts own nature, and the deſign of god "= 


is the. caſe; when men have no other hope! 
[left them, but that the God of truth will 
prove falſe, and bely his word 5 yea, and 0- 
verturn the nature of things to ſave them 
[in their ſins! Thou that liveſt under the] 
| Goſpel, haſt thou any pretence for thy (ſeem- 
[ing ) ignorance in this matter ? couldſt thou 
'ever look one quarter cf an hour into the 
| Bible, and not meet with ſome intimation 
{of this truth? What was the ground of tliy 
\miſtake? What hath beguiled thee into ſo! 
[miſchievous a deluſion ? How could ſuch an} 
{imagination, have place in thy Soul, That a! 
[Child of Wrath by natare could become a} 
| Child of God without receiving 4 new nas | 
|\zure? That fo vaſt a change could be made) 
{in thy Rate, without any at all in the temper; 
of thy ſpirit. — We 
; Secondly, Conſider, That this change u mn 


4 


| works it, diſpoſitive of the Soul for Bleſſeaneſs. 
[*Tis ſufficiently evident from the conſidera-| 
> or of the tate it {elf of the unrenewed | 
{Soul, that a change is neceſſary for this end ; | 
{{uch a Soul in which it is not wrought, 
| when once its drowſie ſtupifying ſlumber is' 
ſhaken off, and its refle&ting power awaken-| 


ſelf. So far it is remov'd from bleſſedneſs, 
{it is its own Hell, and can fly from milery | 
|and death no faſter than from it ſelf. Blet- 
ſednels compoſes the Soul, reduces it to a 
| conliſtency ; it infers ( or rather is) a felt- 
{ſatisfation, a well-pleaſedneſs and content- 

| R 2 * ment 


n 


ed, muſt needs be a perpetual torment to it| - 
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bo. ment with one ſelf, inrich'd and fIPd with 

«v7dprcine the divine fulnefs, Hence *tis at reſt, not as 
being pent in, but contentedly dwelling with 
it {elf, and keeping within its own bounds 
fits own accord. The unrenewed foul can 
o More contain it felt within its own terms 
r limits, is as little felf-conſiſtent, as a ra- 
ging flame, or an impetuous tempeſt. Indeed 
its own luſts perpetually (as ſo many Vul- 
tures) rend and tear it ; and the more when 
they want external obje&ts; then (as hun- 
ger ) their fury is all turned inward; and 
they prey upon inteſtines, upon their own 
ſubjet; but unto enaleſs torment, not ſate- 
fattion. In what: poſture is this Soul for reſt 
and bleſſednets. 

The zature of this change ſufficiently ſpeaks 
its own deſign. *Tis an introduCtion of ( the 
primordia) the very principles of bleffed- 
nels. | 
And Scripture as plainly ſpeaks the deſign 
of God: He regenerates to the undefiled 1n- 
Ls, theritance : makes meet for it: works, torms, 
Col. 1.12.Jor.faihions the Soul znto that ſelf-ſame thing 
2 COr.5.5.1yiz. to deſtre and groan after that bleſſed ſtate ; 
and conſequently to acquieſce and reft there- 
in. Therefore, vain man, that dreameſt of 
being happy without undergoing ſuch a 
change; how art thou trying thy skill to 
abſtra& a thing from. it 1clf? for the pre- 
required righteouſneſs whereunto thou muſt} 

be changed, and this bleſledneſs are in kenud 
and mature the ſame thing, as much as a 


child and a man, Thou pretendeſt thou 
would'ſt 


r Pet.1c 3 


The Bleſſeaneſs oj-the Righteons, 


would't have that perfe&ed which thou 
canſt not endure ſhould eycr be begun : Thou 
letteſt thy ſelf to prevent and inppreſs what, 
in its own nature, and by Divine Ordina- 
tion tends to the accompiiſhment of thy own 
pretended defires, thou would-!t have the 
Tree without ever admitting - the Seed or 
Plant : Thou woul-' have heart, and canſt 
not endure the leaft warmth ;, fo belotted a 
thing as a carnal heart! | 
Thirdly, That in as much as this bleſſedneſs 
conſiſts in the ages at fight and participa- 
# 


tron of Gods own likeneſs, unto whom the Sou 


ſtand in its becoming holy or godly, or inthe 
alteration of its diſpoſitions\ and inclinations 4s 
to God, Otherwile the deſign and end of it 
is not attained, We are required to follow 
peace with all men (but here the accent is 
put ) and holineſs, without which no man ſhall 
ſee God, Heb. 12. 14, *Tis therefore a vain 
thing, in reference to- what we have now 
under conſideration, viz. the poſſibility of at- 
taining this bleſſedneſs, to ſpeak of any other 
changes that fall ſhort of, or are of another 
kind from the right diſpoſition of heart God- 
ward, This change we are now conſidering, 
1s no other than the proper adequate im- 
prels of the Goſpel-diſcovery upon mens {pi- 
rits, (as we have largely ſhewn the righte- 
ouſneſs is, in which it terminates). The 


Chriſt reconciling the world. unto himſelf } the 


R. 3 recon: 


is habitually averſe, thise change muſs chiefly] 


ſum of that diſcovery is, [ That God is in| 


2 COF. 8, | 


proper impreſs of it, therefore is the attugh 3, 19. 
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econciliation of the Soul to God through | 


(Chriſt; a friendly well-affeted poſture of! 


{pirit towards God, our laſt end and' higheſt; 
good ; and towards (briſt our only way ( ſince; 
the Apoltacy ) of attaining and enjoying it., 
To reſt therefore in any other good diſpo- 


| 


(Government of a City, ſhould ſatisfie himſelf] 


that he hath the kill zo Play well on a Lute,, 
for he that intends Phyſich, that he is well; 


{ſeen in ArchiteFure. 1 he general ſcope and' 


{thy heart thereto. The Seal by which Th 


[tenor of the Goſpel tells thee, O man, plain-/ 
ly enough, what the buſineſs is thou muſt} 
intend (if thou wilfully overlook it not ); 
in order to thy bleſſedneſs. ?Tis written to! 


| | : hong : | 
 xJoh. r. {draw thee into fellowſhip with the Father and. 
: 132, 5 4+ 
p 


the Son, that thy joy may be full. It aims at: 
the bringing of thee into a ſtate of bleſſed- 
neſs :2 God through Chriſt ;, and: is therefore 
the inſtrument by which God would form 
make the firft Impreſſion of hs Image upon 
thee. Which will then as fteddily incline! 


. ſand determine thy ſoul towards him; as 


the magnetick touch aſcertains the poſture of 
the Needle. Wherefore doth he there gore 


[ver his own heart, but to melt, an& win 


and transform thine? The word of grace i 
the ſeed of the new Creature, Through te 


[exceeding great and precious promiſes, he makes 


Souls partake of the divine nature. Grace i" 
firſtly reueal'd to teach the denial of nngod: 
lineſs, 


ſitions or endowments of mind, is as much} 
'beſides the buſineſs, as impertinent to the 
- preſent purpoſe, as if one deſign'd to the) 
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' lzxeſs, &c. Turn thy thoughts hither then, 
and conſider what is there Gone upon thy. 
' ſoul by the Goſpel, to attempt and con- 
form it to God ? Wherein has thy heart an- 
| {ſwered this its viſible deſign and intendment ? 
Thou art but in a delirious dream till thou 
{ſeriouſly bethinkeſt thy ſelf of this. For o- 
therwiſe how can the averſion of thy heart 
from him eſcape thy daily obſervation ; thou 
canſt not be without evidences of it ; what 
pleaſure doſt thou take in retiring thy ſelf 
with God? what care | to redeem time o7- 
ly for converſe with him? had'ſt thou not 


| cancy from buſineſs and company, when thou 
baſt ſo great a variety of things before thee, 
. among: which to chuſe 'an obje& for thy 
thoughts, Do they not naturally fall upon 
any thing rather than God? Nor do thou 
think to ſhift off this by aſſigning the meer 
natural cauſe?, for if there were not ſome- 
what more in the matter, why is it not fo with 


rather be any where elſe? In a time of va-| 


all? He upon whom this change had paſicd 
could ſay; My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 


| thee with joyful lips, when I remember - thee 
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night- 


wore in number than the ſand; when I awake, 


jrdgments, O God, have we waited far, thee |; 


marrow and fatneſs:, and my mouth ſhall praiſe\s. 


watches. My meditation of him ſhall be ſweet 3|pſal. 104. 
Twill be plad in the Lord. How precious areſ34- 

| thy thoughts unto me, O Gad, how great is the al. 139, 
ſum of them ? If I ſhould count them, they are\'” I 
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| T am ſtill with thee. Yea, in the way of MY Uſa. 26.898. 
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| the deſire of our ſoul 15 t0 7 name, and Ft 
| the remembrance of thee. With my ſoul have) 
| 1 deſired thee in the night, yea, with my ſpirit, 

| within me will 1 ſeek, thee early, &c. There 
| tore plain it-is, there 1s a ſinful diſtemper to) 
| be wrought out, an #ngodly diſpoſition of heart, 
| Which it concerns thee, not to reſt till thou; 
! ſee removed. 

Fourthly, Conſider, That 1 to become godly, 
or this change of inclinations and diſpoſitions 
| towards God, 1s that which of all other the; 

| Soul doth off ſtrongly reluftate and ſtrive a- 
| | gainſt; and which therefore it undergoes with! 
| | greateſt difficulty and regret, *Tis an horrid! 
'and amazing thing it ſhould be ſo, but Scrip-! 
| | ture and experience leaye it undoubted that! 
LE - if it is. What! that the higheſt Excellency, 
kb | | the moſt pertect Beauty, Lovclinels, and Love} 
| | ' it ſelf ſhould 1o little attra&t a reaſonable! 
 Tpiritual-being that iſſued thence ? His own 
| off- ſpring ſo unkind ! what more than.mon- 
; | ftrous unnaturalnels is this, ſo to diſaffect | 
| | Ones own Original ! Twere eafie to accu- | 
| | mulate and heap up conſiderations that would ! 
| render this aſtoniſhingly ſtrange. So things | 
| are reckon'd upon ſeveral accounts, either as | 
; they are more rare and unfrequent ( which is | 
' the vulgar way of eſtimating wonders ), or: 
| as their cauſes are of more difficult inveſtiga- | 
[tion; or ( if they are moral wonders) as they | 
| /are more unreaſonable or cauſlefs 3 upon this | 
| Mark, 6.6. laſt account; Chriſt marvelled at the Fews uns | 
(belief; And fo' is this hatred juſfly marvel- 
{ Johas.: 5/ous; ; as being alegerber without a cauſe ? 
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were to diſpute againſt the Sun. No tru 
| hath more of light and evidence in it, thought 
none more of zerro7 and prodigie, To how! 
many thouſand objets is the mind of ma 
indifferent ? can turn it {ſelf to this or that ; 
run with facility all points of the Compalsz 
among the whole Univerſe of Beings: Bu 
 aſlay only to draw it to God, and it recoils : 
| thoughts and affeRions revolt, and decling 
all converſe with that bleſſed obje&t ! Towar 
other objects, it freely opens and dilates. it 


|netrable : The quite contrary to what is re- 


ſelf, as under the benign beams of a war 
| Sun; there are placid complacential emoti+ 
| ons; amicable ſ{prightly converſes and em- 
i braces. Towards God only it is preſently 
| contraQted and ſhut up; Life retires, and it 
| becomes as a Stone, cold, rigid, and impe+4 


| quired ( which alſo thoſe very precepts do 
| plainly imply ); ?tis alive to fin, - to the world, 
{to vanity ; but crucified, mortified, dead f 


{God and Jeſus Chrift. 

{ The natures of many men that are harſh 
[fierce and ſavage, admit of many cultiva=| 
[tions and refinings; and by moral precept, 
|the exerciſe = improvement of reaſon, 
with a ſevere animadverſion and obfervance 
of themſelves, they become mild, traQable, 
gentle, meek. ( The ſtory of the Phyſrogno- 


But thence to infer there 4s.no ſuch "ru 


”4/ts guels at the temper of Socrates is known)] 


Rom.6.1 "A 


but of all other, the diſaffe@ed ſoul is leaſt) 
{3nclinable ever to become good-natur'd to- 
;ywards God, wherein grace or holineſs doth 
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| confift, E Here *cis moſt u unperſwadeable, ne 
{ver facile to this change. One would have 
[thought no affe&ion ſhould have been ſo | 
natural, ſo deeply inwrought into the fpt-| 
rit of man, as an affz&Fion towards the Fa- | 
ther of Spirits; but here he moſt of all dif-; 

covers himſelf to be without natural affeti- | 
lex: ſurely here is a {ad proof, that ſuch af-| 
ifetion doth not aſcend. | 
| The whole duty of man, as to the principle | 
of it, reſolves into love, That t# the fulfilling 
iof the Law. As to its objett; the two Ta-| 

{bles divide it between God and our Neigh-} 
bour. And accordingly divide that love. | 
Upon thoſe two Branches whereof; love to 
}God, and love to our neighbour, hang all the 
[Law and the Prophets. 

The wickedneſs of the world hath Kill 
this love at the very root, and indiſpoſed the 
inature of man to all exerciſes of it, either 
way, whether towards God or his Neigh:- | 
[bour. It hath not only rendred man unmeet 
for holy communion with God, but in a great{| 
meaſure for civil ſociety with one another. It: 
[hath deſtroyed good nature 5 made men falſe, | 
|envious, barbarousz turn'd the world ( efpe-/ 
{cially the dark places of the earth, where! 
the light of the Goſpel ſhines not) into ha-! 
bitations of cruelty. But' who ſees not the] 
enmity and diſaffetion of mens hearts to-! 
'wards God is the more deeply rooted, and! 
leſs fuperable evil? 

The beloved Apoſtle gives us a FOR = 
fad intimation how the caſe is, as to this,! 
|. when] 
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—j he reaſons thus; He that Joveth not his 
brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love | 
(God whows he hath not ſeen ? i 
| He argues from thelels to the greater; and | 
ithis is the ground upon which his argument | 
is built 3 That the loving of God is 4 matter | 
lof greater aiffculty, and from which the ſpirit | 
of man is more remote, than loving of  b#\ 
neighbour. And he withall inſinuates an ac-| 
count why it is ſo; Gods remoteneſs from ! 
our _ which is indeed a cauſe , but no 
excuſe : It is a peccant faulty cauſe. For is| 
.our ſo groſs ſenſuality no ſin? that nothing! 
ſhould affe& our hearts, but what we can! 
ſee with our eyes? as if our ſenſe were the! 
'only meaſure or judg of excellencies. We are| 
inot all fleſh, what have we done with our! 
;Souls? if we cannot ſee God with our eyes, ! 
'why do we not with our minds? atleaſt ſo} 
much of him we might, as to diſcern his | 
| excellency above all things elſe. How come} 
' our ſouls to loſe their dominion, and to be! 
ſo Olaviſhly ſubje&t to a ruling ſenſe? But | 
'the reaſon leſs concerns our preſent purpoſe ;| 
that whereof it is the reaſon; that implied 
aſſertion, that men are in a leſs diſpoſition! 
'to the love of God than their neighbours, is thei 
'fad truth we are now conſidering, There are} 
'certain homiletical vertues that much adorn; 
'and poliſh the nature of man, Urbanity, Fi-4 
|delity, Juſtice, Patience of Injuries, Compal 
' fion towards the Miſerable, &c. and indeed} 
| without theſe, the world would break up,! 
jand all civil ſocieties disband ; if at leafti 


they; 
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I Joh: 3. 
I4- 


Chap, YoSo 


* Promnde 
uirtutes 
quas fibi | 
wviIderur hae 
bere, niſt 
ad Deum 
yetulertt, 
etiam ipſa 
witia ſunt 


| becoming duty by the Divine Law, ought 
to be performed as a&s of obedience to God, 


Fotins " virtutess, Aug. de Civit, Dell, 19. C. 25+ 


they did not in ſome degree obtain. But 
in the mean time men are at the greateſt 
diſtance imaginable from any diſpoſition to 
fociety with God. They have ſome love for 
one another, but zoze for him, And yet 
it muſt be remembred, that love to our neigh- 
bour, and all the conſequent exertions of it, 


and therefore ought to grow from the ſtock 
and root of a Divine Love; I mean, love to 
God. They are otherwiſe but Spurious Ver- 
tues, Baſtard Fruits ( men gather not Grapes 
of Thorns, &c ). they grow from a Tree of 
another kind; and whatever ſemblance they 


may have of the true, they want their con- 
ſtituent form, their life and Soul. Though 
love to the brethren is made a character of 
the regenerate ſtate, of having paſt from death! 
to life ; *tis yet but a more remote, and is it] 
{elf brought to trial by this higher and more 
z#mmediate one, and which is more intimate- 
ly connatural to the new creature, even the 
Love of God ; By this we know we love the chil- 
aren of God, when we love God, and keep his 
Commandments. A reſpet# to God *Ipecifies 
every Vertue and Duty. What-ever is loved 
and ferved, and not in him and for .him ( /er- 
vato ordine fints, as the School-phrale is ) be- 
comes an Idol; and that love and ſervice is 
Idolatry. And what a diſcovery is here of 


diſafic&ion | 


diſaffection to God; that in the exerciſe of 
fuch (the above-mentioned )) vertues, one 
{fingle a& ſhall be torn from it ſelf, from its 


{|pecifying moral form, only to leave out him. | 


|\A promiſe ſhall be kept, but without any 
ireſpe&t to God—( for even the promiſes made 
ro him ate broken without any ſcruple ). 
[That which is azothers ſhall be rendred to 
him; but God ſhall not be regarded in the 
buſineſs. An alms given, for the Lords ſake 
feft out. That which concerns my neigh- 
;bour oftey done, but what concerns God 
therein, as it were ſ{udiouſly omitted. This is 
what he that runs may read, That though 
the hearts of men are not to one another as 
'they ſhould, they are much more averſe to- 

wards God. 
| Men are eaſier of acquaintance towards 
one another, they ſlide infenſibly into each 
(others boſoms z even the moſt churliſh mo- 
[roſe natures are wrought upon by aſhduous 
repeated kindneſles ( gntta cavat lapidem,&c). 
as often-falling drops at length wear and 
ork into very ſtones: Towards God their 
earts are more impenetrable than Rocks, 
arder than Adamants. He is ſeeking with 
{lome an acquaintance all their days: They 
live their whole age under the Goſpel, and 
yet are never won. They hearken to one 
another, but are utterly unper{ſwadeable to- 
wards God; as the deaf eAdder that hears 
i2ot the voice of the Charmer, though charming 
[never ſo wiſely. The cleareſt Reaton, the molt 
powerful Arguments move them not 3 no) 
no 
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| diſtance, | 


| the Eternal God is regarded (O amazin 


| when enemies, more conſtant when friends. | 


nor the moſt inſinuative allurements, the 
{weeteſt breathings of love: How often would} 
IT have gathered thee, as the Hen her Chickens\ 
under her Wings, and ye would not. God draws! 
with the cords of a man, with the bands of\ 
| love; but they ſtill perverſly keep at an unkind | 


- 
& 


| 


L} 


Men uſe to believe one another ( were 
there no credit given to each others words, 
and ſome mutual confidence in one another, | 
there could - be no human converſe, all _— 
affe& ſolitude, and dwell in Dens and De-| 
farts as wild beaſts), but how incredulous 
are they of all Divine Revelations? though 
teſtified with never ſo convincing evidence ! | 
Who hath believed our report ! The word of! 
S| 


= 
- 
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wickedneſs ) as we would the word of 
Child or a Fool: No ſober rational man, but 
his Narrations; Promiſes or Threatnings, are 
more reckon'd of. 1 

Men are more reconcilable to one another 


How often doth the power of a conquering | 
enemy, and the diftreſs of the conquered, | 
work a ſubmiſſion on this part, and a re- 
miſſion on' that. How often are haughty 
tpirits ſtoopt, by a ſeries of calamities,. and | 
made duQtile; proud arrogants formed, by | 
neceſſity and miſery, into humble ſupplicants, 
fo as to 1ye proſtrate at the feet of a man 
that may help or hurt them ; while ſtill the] 
ſame perſons retain indomitable unyeilding i 
ſpirits towards God, under their moſt =_ | 

ive 


The pleſedneſ of the Righteows, | 


| 


Juſt . 


{ Kive preſſures. Though his gracious Na- 
| ture and infinite fulneſs promiſe the moſt 
! certain and liberal relief, *tis the remoteſt 
thing from their thoughts to make any ad- 
| of the mighty, but none ſays where is God my Ma- 
ker, who giveth ſongs inthe night. Rather pe- 
riſh under their burthens than look towards 
God, when his own viſible hand is againſt 
them, or upon them, and their lives at his 
mercy.;z they ſtand it out to the laſt breath 
and are more hardly humbled than conſumed | 


| aſhes ſooner than melted into tears. Scorch- 
ed with preat beat, yet repent not to give glory. 
zo God : Gnaw their tongues for pain, and 


pray or ſue for mercy. Dreadful thought! 


men are not impoſſible or. unfrequent, even 
of mortal enemies 5 but they are utterly im- 


one another 3 but they cannot pretend God 
ever did them the leaſt wrong, yea, they have 
livd by his bounty all their days. They + 


dreſs to him. They cry becauſe of the oppreſſion\ 


ſooner burn than weep ſhriveld up into |. 


yet ſtill more, diſpoſed to blaipheme than | 


As to one another , Reconciliations among | 


placable towards God ! yet they often wrong |. 


eV. 16, 


__ 
to God, depart from us, yet he filleth their Fake 

with good things. So true is the Hiſtorians * 
obſervation, Hatred us ſharpeſt where moſt un- 


| | 
and Auguſta againſt Germanicus, the cauſers whereof, 
he, were acrzorts, quia 7nique; 


Yea, when there ſeems at leaſt to have 
been 


L Tacitus 


eaking 
f the 
atred of 


tberius 


ſaith he 


| 
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Covenant-breakings, revolts, ſtrangeneſs, ſo 
Irequent among men towards one another, 
s from them towards God? How incon- 


ever- performing; upon any or no occali- 
n to break off intercourſes, by unkind alie- 
ations, or mutual hoſtilities; to be moroſe, 
elſerv*d each to other; to decline or dif- 
affe&t each others converſe 3 to ſhut out one 
nother from their hearts and thoughts. But 


© 


ow common and unregretted are theſe car- 
tages towards the blefled God? It were 
fie to expatiate on this Argument, and 
ultiply inftances of this greater diſaffe&i- 
jon. But in a word, what, obſerving per- 
on may not ſee, what ſerious perſon would 
ot grieve to fee the barbarous ſooner put- 

ins on civility ; the riotous ſobriety 5 the 
treacherous fidelity the moroſe urbanity; 

he injurious equity; the churliſh and co- 

etous benignity and charity; than the un- 

odly man piety and ſincere devotednefs un- 

o God? Here is the principal wound and 

: iſtemper fin hath infeted the nature of 
| an with : Though he have ſuffered an uni- 

erſal impairment, he is chiefly prejudic'd, 

in regard of his habitude and tendency to- 
wards God ; and what concerns the duties 
t the firſt Table. Here the breach is great-; 
ſt,and here is the greateſt need of repair. True; 
t 1s; an inoffenſfive winning deportment to-/ 
ards men, is not without its comers 
ang; 


— 


þeen a reconciliation wrought, are treacheries, 


itent with friendſhip is it, according to - 
ommon eſtimate, to be always promiſmg, 


f 
; 
| 


4 


and neceſſity too. And it doth indeed un- 
ufferably reproach Chriſtianity, and unbe- 
come a Diſciple of Chriſt; yea, it diſcovers 
{a man not to be led by his Spirit, and fo to; 
be none of his; to indulge- himfelf in im- 
moral deportments towards men; to be un- 
dutiful towards fuperiors ; unconverſable to- 
rards equals, oppreſſive towards inferiors ; 
unjuſt towards any. Yet is an holy difpoſi- 
tion of heart towards God, moſt earneſt» 
y, and in the firft place to be endeavoured 
( which will then draw on the reſt )}, as he- 
ving in it higheſt equity and excellency, and 
deins of the moſt immediate neceſlity to our 
bleflednels. | 
| Fifthly, Conſider, That there may be ſome 


radual tendencies, or fainter eſſays towards 


ome not up to that thorough change and deter- 
zation of beart God-ward, that is neceſſary 
o bleſſedneſs, There may be a returning, but 


the a deceitful Bow, not fully bent, that wil 
ot reach the mark; they come not home to 
od. Many may be almoſt perſwaded; and 
ieven within reach of Heaven, not far fro 
the Kingdom of God; may leek to'enter, an 
not be able; their hearts beins ſomewhat in 
clinable, but more averſe, for they can onl 
be unable as they are unwilling. The Sou 
is in no poſſibility of taking up a compla 
cential reſt in God, till it be brought t 
this, tomove toward him ſpontaneonſly an 
- witt 


_ 


odlineſs, that fall ſhort of real godlineſs, or]. 


or to the moſt high, and wherein men may{Hoſ. 7.16. 
e ( as the Prophet immediately ſubjoins | | 


/ 


- .; 
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| with (as it were ) a ſelf-motion. And then 


jand they think to change their courſe : but 


is it ſelf-moved towards God, when its pre-| 
ponderating bent is towards him. As a maſſe 
Stone that one attempts to: diſplace, if it be 
heav'd at till it  preponderate, it then moves 
out by its own weight; otherwile it re- 
verts, and lies where and as it did before. 
So ”tis with many mens hearts, all our lift- 
ing at them, 1s but the rolling of the re- 
turning Stone 5 they are mov'd, but not re-| 
mov*d : Sometimes they are lifted at in the | 
publick Miniſtry of the Word; ſometimes 
by a private fſeaſonahle aqmonition 5 ſome- 
times God makes an affliction his Miniſter ; 
a danger ſtartles them: a ſickneſs ſhakes them 3 


how foon do they change thoſe thoughts, 
and are where tney were ? what enlightnings 
and convictions, what awakenings and ter- 
ror, what remorſes, what purpoles, what 
taltes and reliſhes do ſome find in their own 
hearts, that yet are blaſted and c me to no- 
thing? How many milerable abortions after 
travaiiing pangs and throws, and fair hopes; 


| 


of an happy birth of the new Creature ? Of- 
ten ſomewhat is produced that much re- 
{rmbles it, but 1s not it. No gracious prin- 
ciple but may have its counterigit in an .u7- 
cracious heart , whence they deceive not 0- 
thers only, bur themſelves, and think verily 
they are true converts while they are yet in 
their fins. How many wretched Souls, that 
lie dubiouſly ſtrugling a long time under 
the contrary alternate-impreſſions of the Goſ- 

cl 


"_-- 
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{ pet on the one hand, and the preſent evil 


i World on the other; and give the 'day to 


their own ſenſual inclinations at laſt. In fome 


| degree, eſcape the. corruptions of the world, by | 
i the knowledg of our | Lord and. Saviour Feſus 4: 


7 hriſt, but. are a0ain intangled and. overcome, 


{ſo as their latter end is worſe than their begin= 


| zing, Such a man is ſo far from being "ad- 
{Tantaged by his former faint inclinations to- 
| wards God, that he would be found. at laſt 
| under this aggravated wickedneſs beyond all 
| other men; that when others wandred from 
| God through inadvertency and. inconſide- 


; 


| 


; 


| ration, this man will be found to have been 
| his enemy upon deliberation, and. againſt the, 
various ſtrivings of his. convinced heart to 
| the contrary. This is more eminently vito- 
| rious and reigning enmity ; ſuch a, one takes 
| reat pains to periſh. Alas! *tis not a ſlight 
| touch, an overly ſuptrficial tinture, ſome 


| evanid ſentiments of piety , a few | good, 


| thoughts or wiſhes, that beſpeak a new man, 
{a new creature. *Tis a thorough prevailing 
| change, that quite alters the habitual poſture. 


|of a mans Soul, and determines it towards 
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God, fo as that the after-courſe of his life 
| May be capable of that denomination, 4 U- 
wing to God, a living after the Spirit; That 
| exalts the love of God into. that Supremacy 

in him, that it becomes the governing prin-. 


| ciple of his life,” and the reaſon and meaſure 


1073. be amgoocs 


{ of his ations; that. as he loves him above. 


[all things elle, better than his owa life, ſo 


| he can truly ( though. poſſibly ſometimes, 
Sz with 
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Frith a. doubtful trembling heart ) reſolve 
the ordinary courſe of his daily walking 

and practice into that love, as the direftive , 
principle of 'it. I pray, Tread, I hear, becauſe 
T love God. ]deſire to be: juſt, ſober, chari- 
table, meek, patient, becauſe 7 love God, This 
is the perfeftion and end of the love of God, 

( therefore .chat muſt needs be the principle 
hereof) obedience to hu will. Herein appears 
that power of godlineſs, denied (God knows ) 
by too many that have the form : The ſpi-- 
rit of love, power, and of a ſound mind. That 
only is a tound mind, in which ſuch love 
[rules in fuch power. Is not love to God 
often. ipretended by ſuch, that, when-ever- it 
comes to an acual competition, diſcover 
they love their own fleſh a great deal more 3 
that ſeldom ever croſs their own wills to do 
his z or hezard their own fleſhly intereſt to 
promote his intereſt? we may juſtly lay (as 


the Apoſtle, in a cafe fitly enough reducible 


kodker ), how dwells the love of God in that 
wan? Notwithſtanding ſuch a ſubdued in- 
ef:Rual love to God, ſuch a one ſhall be 
Ccnominated and dealt with as an enemy. 
"Lis not lizely any man on earth hates 
God fo perfeQly as thoſe in Hell. And is 
not every quality, not yet perfe& in its 
kind, and that is yet growing more and 
more intenſe, in the mean time allayed by 
tome degree of its contrary? Yet that 0- 
ver maſtered degree denominates -not its 
ſubject, nor ought a man from ſuch a ſup- 
poicd [2ve 10 God to have the namezof a /o- 

Ver 
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ver of him. That principle is enly capable 
of denominating the man, that is- prevalent 
and practical, that hath a governing influ- 
ence on his heart and life. He in whom the 
love of God hath not ſuch-power and rule, 
whatever his fainter inclinations may be, is 
an ungodly man. 


And now methinks theſe ſeveral Confi- 
erations compared and. weighed together, 
ſhould contribute ſomething to the {etling 
of right thoughts in the minds of ſecure ſin- 
ners, touching the nature and neceſſity of this 
heart-change; and do 1urely leave no. place for 
the forementioned vain pretences that occa- 
fioned them, | 


_ For ( to give youa ſummary view of what 
hath been propounded in thoſe foregoing 
Conſiderations ), It now plainly appears, 
That the holy Scripture requires in him that 
ſhall enjoy this bleſſedneſs, a mighty change of 
the very temper of his Soul, as that which 
muſt diſpoſe him thereto and -which muſt 
therefore chiefly conſiſt, in the right framing 
of his heart towards God; towards whom it 
# moſt fixedly averſe, and therefore not. eaſily 
ſuſceptible of ſuch a change. And that any 
ſlighter or more feeble inclination toward God, 
will not ſerve the turn;, but ſuch, only whereby 
the Soul is prevalently and habitually turned 
fo bim. © | | 
And then what can be more abſurd or 
.unſayoury? what more contrary to Chriftt- 
| I 3 -- | an 
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17 ( beſides that this is that which every one 


Py 


an Do&rine, or common Reaſon, than in- 
|ſead of this neceſſary heart- change, to in- 
[iſt upon ſo poor a Plea, as that mentioned 
[above, 'as the only ground of ſo great a | 
hope? . How empty-'and frivolous will it | 
appear in compariſon of this great Soul- | 
transforming chatige, if we leverally conſi- 
der the particulars of it. 

{' As for Orthodoxy in Dottrinals, *tis in it | 
{ {lf an highly laudable thing 3 and in reſpect | 
of the Fundamentals ( for therefore are they ' 
|1o called) indiſpenſably 'necefſary to blet-., 
{edneſs. As that cannot be without hol;- 
neſs, ſo nor holineſs without truth. But 
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| pretends to) is every thing which is zeceſ- 
ſary, ſufficient ? As toratural. <4 ty (which 

is that we now ſpeak to) x Er } 

rellectual nature are alſo =cef 
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8 are you fire you kitiere the.grand | 
Articles of the Chriſtian Religion ! ? Conſider 
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Grounds ? | 
The of that pretended Faith, 
p Effeas $ ES 


Firſt, Its Grains: Every aſſent is as the 
grounds of it are. Deal truly here with 
thy Soul. Can you tell wherefore you are 
a Chriſtian? what are thy inducements to 
| be of this Religion : ? are ry: x not ſuch as 

| 5, -are 
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fa meer Pagan? as viz, Education, Cuſtom, 
Law, Example, outward Advantage, &c. | 


5 when thou art of 


are common to thee with them that are of 
a falſe Religion? (I am here happily pre- 
vented by a worthy Author *, to which 1 re- 
commend thee, but at the preſent a little be- 
think thy 1elf ), Is it not-pofſible thou may 
be a Chriſtian for the ſame reaſons for whica 
one may be a Jew, or a Mahometan, or 


Now confider, if thou find this upon en- 
quiry to be thy caſe, the Motives of thy 
being a Chriſtian admit of being caſt toge- 
ther into this form of reaſoning. 

That Religion which a mans Forefathers 
were of, which is eſtabliſhed by Law, cr 
generally obtains in the Country where he 
lives, The Profeſſion whereof, moi con- 
duces to, or beſt confifts with his credit, and 
other outward#advantages, that Religion he 
is to imbrace Wthe :7ue R eligion. But ſuch 
I find the Chriſtian R elipion to be to me: 
Therefore, &c. 

The Propoſition here is manifeſtly falſe ; 
for it contains grounds common to all Reli- 
Sions, publickly owned, and profelt through- 
out the world; and ſure all cannot be true :* 
And hence the Concluſion ( though materi- 
ally conſidered it be true, yet) formally con- 
ſigered, as a Concluſion ifſuing from fuch 
premiſes, muſt needs be falle; and what 
then is become of thy Orthodoxy ; when, as 
to the formal objett of thy Faith, thou be- 
lieveft but as AMahometans and Pagans do ? 
this Faith, by Fate or 
SS. 
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| Next, as to the Fffes of thy Faith : Let 
them be enquired into alſo, and they will 
certainly bear proportion to the Grounds 
Rom.1.16} of it, The Goſpel is the power of God to 
1 Thel. 2} lvation to every one that believes:;, to them 
3d that believe it not, it ſignifies nothing. The 
Word of God received with a Divine Faith, 
as the Word of God, works effeftually up- 
on all that ſo receive it, z. e. all that believe. 
What ſuch efficacious workings of it haſt 
thou felt upon thy Soul ? Certainly, its moſt 
| connatural efteC is that very change of heart, 
and inclination God-ward, of which we 
have been ſpeaking. What is 1o 1utable to 
the Goſpel-Reyelation, as a good temper of 
heart God-ward ? And haw abſurd is it 
to introduce the cauſe on*Phrpoſe to ex- 
clude its genuine inſeparable effe& ? But 
Y evident it is, ( though true Faith cannot ), 
| that ſuperficial irrational aſſent, in which a- 
4 lone many-glory, may too well conſiſt with a 
diſaffeted heart towards God ; and: can it 
| then ſignifie any thing towards thy blefſed- 
neſs ? ſure to be ſo a Solifidian is to be a Nullifi- 
dian., Faith not working by Love is not Faith 
atleaſt profits nothing. + 
For thy outward conformity in the ſolem- 
nities of 'worſhip, *tis imputable to fo cor- 
rupt motives and principles, that the :hing 
t ſelf, abſtraftively conſidered, can neyer 
be thought charaReriſtical and diſtinguiſh- 
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ing of the heirs of Þlelſednels. The worſt 
of men, may perform the beſt of outward 
duties. 

Thy moſt glorious boaſted vertues, if they 
grow not from the proper root, Love to God, 
they are but ſplendid ſins, as above appears, 
and hath been truly faid of old, | 

Thy repentance ts either true or falſe; if 
true, ;it is that very-change of mind and 
heart I ſpeak of, and is therefore eminent- 
ly fignaliz'd by that note, *tis repentance 
| towards God }; if falſe, God will not be 
mocked, 


can it avail thee, as to this bleſſedneſs, if 
the preſent temper of thy heart be unſu- 
table thereto ? Didſt thou ever know any 
that held, that all the baptized ſhould be ſa- 
ved ? Will thy Infant-ſanftity excuſe the en-! 
ity and diſaffe@tion- to: God of thy riper} 
ge ? 

In ſhort, if we ſeclude this work. of God 
pon the Soul; how inconfiderable - is ' the 
ifference between the Chriſtian and the 
eathen World? wherein can it then be 
nderſtood to lie, but in ſome ineffecual 
otions, and external Obſervances 2? And' 
an it be thought that . the righteous holy 
od will make fo vaſt a difference in the 
ates of men hereafter, who differ ſo little! 


ere? or that it ſhall ſo highly recommend 
a man to God, that it was his lot to be 
born, and to have liv?d upon f{uch a Turf or 
Soil, or in tuch a clime or part -of the 


\ 


World MX 


For thy regeneration 1n Beptiſm.; - What Heb. 6, 
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| Rom.s. r7, and AﬀeCtions, till we be delivered up in-/ 


Wor? His gracious Providence 1s thank- 
fully to be acknowledg'd and ador'd, that 
hath aſſigned us our Stations under the 
Goſpel; but then it muſt be remembred,. the 
Goſpel "hath the Soodne(s, not of the end, 
but of the means, which, as by our improve- 
ment or non-improvenent, it becomes effe- 
fual or ineff:&ual, doth acquit from, or 
aggravate condemnation ; and that it works 
- not as a Charm or Spell, we know not 
how, or why, or when we think not of 
itz but by recommending it ſelf in the de- 
monſtration and power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to our Reaſon and Confcitences, to our Wills 


to the Mold or Form of it. Surely were 
it ſo ſlight a matter, as too many fondly 
dream, that muſt diſtinguiſh between them 
that ſhall be ſaved and ſhall periſh , there | 
would need no ſtriving to enter in at the 
rait gates, and the Diſciples queſtion would' 
never have been, who then ſhall be __ ? 
but rather, who ſhall not be' ſaved? nor 
would it have been refolved by our Saviour 
into the immediate power of him alone, re 
whor all things are poſſible, that any are ſa: 
ved at all; nor have been 1o earneſtly af- 
ferted by him, that none could come to hin 
but whom his Father draws. 
/ The obvious import of which paflages 
is fuch, that if careleſs ſinners could once 
brain of themſelves ſeriouſly to conſider 
them, methinks they ſhould find little. reſt 
zn their ſpirits, till they might diſcern a 
| work 
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Fork wrought there, Tn Tore degree worthy 
'of God, an. impreſſion ſome way fproporti-} 
/onable to the power of an Almighty Arm; 
/and that might ſpeak God its Author, For 
jnotwithſtanding the Soul's natural capacities | 
[before "afferted and inferred, its * Moral 
Incapacity, 1 mean its wicked averfation from 
God, is ſuch as none but God himſelf can 
,OVerconie, 


F That 
moral in- 
papacity 


Ss alſo 1n 


ome 


ad 


jenſe truly 
yatural, 


that is, in the ſame ſenſe wherein we are faid to 
.ture the chzldren of wrath, Eph. 2. 3. Therefore hum 
,muſt be conſidered as created by God, and as propagat 


he by na- 


n nature 
a by man. 


'In the former ſenſe, as God is the Author of it, ?cis taken 
jin this diſtin&ion,. of moral and natural impotency , whach needs 


{not further explication; yer you may take this acc 
from Dr. Twiſſe, Impotentia faciends quod Deo gratum 
/ ceptum, non «1 ampotentia nature, ſed morum. Null e 


; deeſt facultas nature per peccatum originale, juxta illud 
' Null; agnoſcende veritatis abſtulit facultatem. Adbuc 


| fentia, qua facere poſſumus quecunque volamus. Vind.lj3.errat.9. 
; ſect. 6. Naturalem potentiam, quza!ibet agendz pro arqitrio zpſo- 


| Yum, dicimus ad onnes tranſmitti, non autem potentiam 
; Vindic, Criminat.-3.S. 1. digr. 2. Chap, 3. 
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| Nor is that ayerfation the leſs culpable, ! 
| for that it is ſo hardly overcome, but the | 
| more. *Tis an averſation of wi//;, and who} 
iſees not, that every man is more wicked, ! 
; according as his will is more wickedly benr ? 
Hence his impotency or inability to turn 
{ to God, is not ſuch as that be cannot turs if} 
| he would; but it conſiſts in this, that he 
[#5 not willing, He aftets a diſtance from! 
God. = u 
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The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous. | | 
Which ſhews therefore the neceliity {til | 
of this change. For the poſſibility of it, 4n 
the Encouragement ( according to the Mes 
thods wherein God 1s wont to diſpenſe his 
Grace) the Sinner hath to hope and en- 


£ 
E 


deavour it, will more fitly fall into conli-) 
deration elſewhere. | 


: CHAP. XII. 
Fourth Inference. That the' Soul 7n 
which ſuch a change is wrought, reſt- 


be attain'd. 


| Ged, and conformity to him, are ſa- 
tisfying things, and do now in a 
degree ſatisfie, according to the mea- 
ſure wherein they are attained, _ + 

Sixth Inference. That the love of Go 
towards his peecple is great, that hath | 
deſigned for them ſo great, and even 

| 4 ſatisfying good. 


[ 


&.? IS further to be inferr'd, That a Soul 

wherein ſuch a change #s wrought, 
 defere, tall it attain to the fulneſs thereof. We 
have here- a plainly implied deſcription of' 
the poſture and tendency of ſuch a Soul 
( even of a ſanRified holy Soul, which had 
rcmmanys undergone this bleſſed change ) 
towards this ſtate of bleſſedneſs. 7 ſhall (faith 
he ) be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs, q.d. I can- 
not be ſatisfied otherwiſe. We have ſeen 


 teſly purſues this Bleſſedneſs till it | 
{Fifth Inference. That the knowing of| 


| purſues this bleſſedneſs with reſtleſs ſupreme| 


how great a change is neceſſary to diſpoſe] 


4A. Infer. 
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the Soul to. this bleſſedneſs, which being. 
i once wrought, nothing elſe can now ſatisfic | 
'it. Such a thing is this blefſednefs, (1 ſpeak | 

= of ſo .much of it as is previous and 
| jconducing to fatisfaftion, or of bleſſednels | 
| ;materially conſidered, the Divine glory to be. 
'beheld and participated ) : . ?Tis of that na- 
iture, it .makes the Soul reſtleſs, it lets it ' 
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| ;not be quiet, after it hath got-ſome appre- | 
[henfion of it, till it attain the full enjoyment. ; 
| | The whole life, of ſuch a one, is a continu: | 
| zal ſceking Gods face. . So attraftive is this | 


(glory of a ſubje& rightly diſpoſed to it. | 
{While others crave Corn aud Wine, this is | 
| [the ſum of the holy Souls deſires, Lord lift | 
Pal. 4. ;thou up the light of thy countenance, &c. The | 
{lame thing is the obje&R of its preſent deſires | 

that ſhall be of its eternal ſatisfation and en- | 
joyments, This is now its one thing,. the: re- | 
| Pfal: 27, jqueſt inſiſted on, to behold the beauty of the. 
Lord, &c. and while in any meaſure it doth ' 
ſo, yet ?tis ſtill looking for this bleſſed hope, | 
il hoping to be like him, ſee . him as he. 
\ is. The (expeRation of fatisfaRion in this. 
ſtate, implies the reſtleſs working of deſire. 
tif then; for what is this ſatsfatt:or , but | 
the fulfilling of our deſires, the perfe&ing of 
the Souls motions in a complacential reſf. Ao-, 
tion and reſt do exally correſpond each to | 
other. Nothing can naturally reſt in any place, | 
to which it was not before zaturally inclin'd | 
0 move. And the reſ# is proportionably |! 
ore compos'd and ſteady, according as the | 
| protion was ſtronger and more vigorous. By | 
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how much the heavier any body is, ſo much 
the ſtronger and leſs refiſtable 1s its motion 
downward; and then accordingly it is leſs 
movable when it hath attained its reſting 
place. *Tis therefore a vanity and contra- 
dition, to ſpeak of the Souls being /atrs- 
fied in that which it was not before deſi, , 
. h r” Apt Þþ 
rous of *, And that flate which it ſhall} yqjnany | 
ultimately and eternally acquzie/ce in (with a;(ImeanJ}| 
1re/t that muſt therefore be underſtood to bejand Ex | 
[moſt compoſed and ſedate), towards it muſt; 79Poth'f, 
it needs »wove with the ſtrongeſt and moſt! Fees, i 
unſatisfied deſire; a deſire that is ſupreme, knowſedg 
: of t 
objet : Otherwiſe as to actual explicite defires, (God doth 
give us beyond whar we can ask or think. Burt *ts:impoſſible 
the Soul ſhould reſt ſatisfied in that, which upon knowledg it} 
15 undefirous of, and doth or would reject. | 


prevalent, and * triumphant over- all other 
efires, and over all obfſtruQtions to it ſelf;: - 
eaſt capable of diverſion, or of pitching! 
pon any thing ſhort of the term aimed! 
t. Ask therefore the holy Soul, What # thy! 
upreme deſire? and fo far as it underſtands! 
it telf, it muſt anſwer, To ſee and partake the: 
divine glory ;, to behold the bleſſed face of God,| 
ill his likeneſs be transfuſed through all my! 
powers, and his entire image be perfectly formed} 
?n me: Preſent to my view what elſe you will, 
1 can be ſatisfied in nothing elſe but this. | 
Therefore this leaves a black note upon! 
thoſe wretched Souls that are wholly Act = 
gers to ſuch defires ; that would be better ſa-! 
tished to dwell always in duft > that ſhun; ; 
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he bleſſed face,of God as hell it ſelf; and to 
hom the moſt deſpicable vanity is a more 
eftrable ſight. than that of divine glory. Mi- 
erable Souls ! Conſider your ſtate, can that 
e your bleſſedneſs which you deſire. not ? 
r do you think God: will receive any into 
his bleſſed preſence, to whom it ſhall be a 
burden ? Methinks, upon the reading of this 
tyou ſhould preſently doom your ſelves, and 
lie your {ſentence written in your breaſts, 
Compare your hearts with this holy mans ; 
fi if there be any thing like this in the tem- 
ſper of your ſpirits; and never think well of 
your {elves till you find it ſo. 


5- The khnowledg of God, and conformity to 
him, are in their own nature apt to ſatisfie 
the aeſires of the Soul, and even now attually 
do ſo, in the meaſure wherein they are attained. 
Some things are not of a ſatisfying nature ; 
there 1s nothing tending to ſatisfaction in 
them. And then the continual heaping to- 
gether of ſuch things, doth no more towards 
latisfation, than the accumulating of Mathe- 
{matical Points would towards the compact- 
ling of a folid Body; or the multiplication 
of Cyphers only, to the making of a Sum. 
But what ſhall one day ſatisfie, hath in itſelf 
a power and aptitude thereto. The att (when- 
fie it 1s) ſuppoles the power. Therefore 


he hungry-craving Soul, that would fain 
be happy, but knows not how, needs not 
ipend its days in making uncertain gueſſes, 
and fruitleſs attempts and trials: It may fix 
its 
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its hovering thoughts; and upon affurance 
here given, ſay, I have now found at laſt where 
TatisfaRtion may be had ;, and have only this to | 
do, to bend all my powers hither, and intend | 
this one thing, the poſſeſſing my ſelf of this 
bleſſed reſt ; earneſtly to endeavour, and pati= 
ently to wait for it. 

Happy diſcovery ! welcom tidings! I now | 
know which way to turn my eye, and dire& my | 
/purſuit, I ſhall no longer ſpend my ſelf in du- ' 
;bious toilſom wandrings, in anxious vain en= | 
quiry. [I have found ! | have found ! bleſſed- | 
neſs is here. If I canbut get a lively efficacious 
'fishr of God, I have enough —— Shew me the 
'Father, and ut ſnfficeth. | 
| Let the weary wandrins Soul bethink it 
felf, and retire to God; He will not mock 
(thee with ſhadows, as the World hath done. 
|Thy 4 eternal life, to know him the only true 
1God, and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. Apart 
Hoes Chrift thou canſt not know nor ſee 
ſhim with fruit and comfort; but the Gof- 
{pel-Revelation ( which is the Revelation of 
[God in Chriſt ) gives thee a lovely proſpe& 
of him. His glory ſhines in the face of Je- 
{fus Chriſt; and when by beholding it thou 
[art changed into the ſame likenefs, and find- 
| eſt thy {elf gradually changing more and more 
|from glory to glory, thou wilt find thy ſelf 
' | accordingly in a gradual tenJency towards ſa- 
| tisfa&tion and bleſſedneſs: That is; do but 
| ſeriouſly ſet thy {clf to ſtudy and contemplate 
| the Being and eAttributes of God; and thenl 
' | look upon him as _—_—_ the Mediators 
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he is willing to be reconcild to thee, and 
become thy God; and fo long let thine eye 
fix and dwell here, till it affe& thy heart, 
and the proper imprel; of the Goſpel be by 
the Spirit of the Lord inſtamp'd upon it; 
till thou find thy ſelf wrought to-a compli- 
ance with his holy will, and his image form- 
ed in thee; and thou ſhalt foon experience 
thou art entring into his reſt; and wilt re- 
liſh a more fatisfying pleafure in this bleſſed 
change, than all thy worldly {ſenſual enjoy- 
ments did ever afford thee before. | 
Surely, if the perfect viſion and percepti- | 
on of his glorious likeneſs will yield a com- | 
pleat fatisfa&ion at laſt, the initial and pro-; 
greſhive tendencies towards the former, will! 
proportionably infer the latter, | 
*Tis obvious hence to collet, who are in 
this world ( ordinarily and, ceteris paribus, 
where more unuſual violent temptations hin- 
der not) the moſt ſatwfied and contented per- 
fons; even thoſe that have moſt of the cla- 
rifying ſights of God, and that thence par- 
take moſt of his Image ( indeed Scripture! 
only vouchſafes the name to ſuch ſights of! 
God, he that doth evil hath not ſeen God ). 
Such as have moſt of a godly frame wrought; 
into their ſpirits, and that have hearts moſt! 
attempered and conformed to God, Theſe 
are the moſt contented perſons in the world. 
Content is part of the gain that attends god- 
lineſs;- it concurring, renders the other aj 


þ 


the form of expreſſion diſcovers how con- 
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natural contentment is to godlineſs ;, as if they 
were not to be mentioned apart. Godlineſs, 
as if he had ſaid, is a very gainful thing, 
but if you would comprehend the gainfulneſs 
of it fully, do not abtract too turioutly, take 
In with it that which is of ſo near an alliance, 
ra you will hardly know how to conſider 


hem apart let its inleparable adjun&,content- 
ment, g0 along with it, and you will find it a 
gainful thing indeed, 
| The true knowledg of God fo direaly tends 
to holineſs, and that to contentation, that it 
may be too evidently concluded, that a dif- 
contented perſon hath little of the one or 
the other, not much knowledg, and lefs 
= z he is fo far from being like God, that 
in the Apoſtles language-above we may ſay, 
he bath not ſeen him. Doth that perſon know 


God, or hath ever ſeen him, that falls not. 


into the duſt, admiring fo glorions a Maje= 
Ry? that ſubjz&Rs not himſelf to him, with 
Loyal affeions, accounting it his only grand 
iconcernment to pleaſe and ferve him? But 
{the difcontented perſon takes upon him, as 
'if he were God alone, and as if he expec- 


[ed every creature to do him homage, and 
[thought the creation were made for the plea- 
ſure and fervice of none but him. Hath 
[tedges him not a {ſufficient portion, a full, 
{ all-comprehending good ? Hath' he ſeen him, 
that fees not reaton to tre him, to commit 
all his concernments to him? Hath he feen 


Ade, 


[that perſon ever ſeen God, that acknows 


tim that loves him not, and delighrs nat 
ET ig 
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in his love ? Hath he ſeen him that quits 
not all for him, and abandons not every pri- 
 [vate intereſt to eſpouſe 'hisz and how evi- 
dently do theſe things tend to quiet and 
compole the Soul !* Diſcontent proceeds from 
idolizing thoughts of our ſelves; *tis rooted | 
in {clf-conceit, in {ſ{elf-dependence, ſelf-love, 
ſelf-ſeeking, all which deſpicable Idols ( or 
that one great Idol, Self, thus variouſly ſer- 
ved and Idolized) one ſight of the Divine 
Glory would confound and bring to no- 
thing. The fights of God melt the heart, 
break it under a ſenſe of fin, and hence 
compole *'it to a meek, peaceful humility z 
but the diſcontented ſpirit is an unbroken, 
proud, imperious ſpirit. The fights of God 
purifie the Soul, refine it from the droſs of 
this vile world, make it daily aſpire to a con- 
formity unto the pure and ſpiritual nature 
of God, But a dilcontented ſpirit, is a ſen- 
{ual terrene ſpirit ( for what, but ſuch ob- 
jets are the uſual matter of moſt mens diſ- 
contents)? taking ſenſuality in its juſt lati- 
tude, *tis a low dunghil ſpirit, fit for nothing 
but to rake ar] ſcrabble in the dirt. 

I infiit upon this, apprehending ( what 
deſerves more Jamentations than it hath ob- 
ſervation ), that too many annex a profeſ- 
{ qlion of eminent godlinefs and ſpirituality, to 
an indulged, querulous, impatient temper of 
ipirit; join a ſplendid appearance of piety, to 
an unretormed perverſe frowardnelſs ( which: 
agree as well as a Jewel of Gold to a Swines 
ſnout ), nothing pleaſes them, their mercies 


are 
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are not worth the acknowledgment; their af- 
flictions intolerable, not to be born, They 
fall out and quarrel with -all occurrences, 
actions, events z neither Man, nor God, doth 


not well govern'd; nothing falls out well as 
to themſelves. What can polhbly be thought 
on more repugnant to the knowledg of God, 
the grand deſign of all Religion, and the ve- 
ry Spirit of the Goſpel, than this temper ? 
Which way do theſe tend and aim, but to 
lead Souls to bleſſedneſs; to bring them in- 


and muſt we, becauſe that end cannot be at- 
tained here, therefore go the quite contrary 
way ? or pretend we are going to heaven 
with our backs turned upon it? Sure the 
dilcoveries God now makes of himſelf to 
us, and by which he impreſſes his likenefs 
upon his own ( though they ultimately de- 
ſign our fatisfation and bleſſedneſs in hea- 
ven, as intermediate thereunto) ; they aim at 


to form us unto a life agreeable, and that 
hath analogy with that of Heaven; unto 
which nothing is more analogous in our 
preſent ſtate, than that peace and ſerenity 
which reſult from divine knowledg and ho- 
lines; nothing more inconſiſtent, than a 
peeviſh, fretful, turbulent Spirit. The oze 
is a participation of a bright and mild light 
from H:aven ; the other, of a dark and ra- 
gins fire from Hell? *Tis only Gods tace, 
his glorious likeneſs refleted on our Souls, 

SF 3 that 


any thing good in their fight. The world is | 


to a peaceful, happy, ſatisfied ſtate and frame ? | 
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that ſhall ſatisfie hereafter, and make Hea- 


ceal himlelf from us, nor altogether hide his 
face. The ſhinins of the ſame face ( in what 
degrce he now vouchkfaies it ) will make 


his Earth an Heaven too. One glance to-| 
ards him may tranſmit a lively pleaſant; 
uſtre upon our ſpirits, ( they looked on ham,, 
nd were lizhtued ). And we live in the ex 
ectation of clearer and more impreſſive; 
eternal viſions. It will become us to expreſs; 
a pr.ſent {aticfedneſ;, proportionable to our} 
prelint Gghts and expeRations ; and to en-| 
deavour Caily to ſce more, and to be more. 
ixe God; that we may be daily more and 
more {atisficd ; while we cannot yet attain 
to be makings gradual approaches towards 
Hat biefſed ſtate, By how much any have! 
more of the viſion and likeneſs of God in} 
their preſent ſtate, ſo much they approach 
Jearer unto ſatisfaction. © FL 


| 
| 
| 
| 


+ 
q 


| 
NT | 
6. We infer; The love of God to his people! 
great, which hath deſigned for them ſo great,, 
nd even a ſatisfying good, Wecannot over-| 
ook the occaſion this DoArine gives us, to; 
onliider and contemplate a-while-the love of! 

od. If this ſhall be the blefſedneſs of his| 
Saints, *cis a'great love that ſhall be the Spring! 


kad Source of it. * 


| 
Fj 


Two things here before our eyes , difco-} 
per the greatneſs of his love : That it de-! 
gns fatisiattion to the perſons meant 5 and; 
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; that they ſhall be ſatisfied with the divine 
viſion and likeneſs. 

| I. It deſigns their ſatisfaition. This, is as 
far as love can go, *Tis love to the utter- 
moſt: It doth not fatisfie it ſelf, till it fa- 
tisfie them. *Tis love to ſpare an enemy, to 
relieve a ſtranger; but to ſatisfie for ever 
them that were both; this {ſure exceeds all 
the wonted meaſures of love. Much love 
is ſhewn in the forgiveneſs of ſin, in the 
{upply of neceſſities; but herein (as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks in another caſe) is the love 
of God perf:&ed (as to its exerciſe): it hath 
now perfe&tly attained its end, when it hath 
not left fo much as a cravings deſire, not a 
with unſatisfied 5 the Soul cannot ſay, 1 wiſh 
:t were better , O that I had but this one thing 
more to compleat my happineſs. It hath nei- 
ther pretence nor inclination to think ſuch 
a thought. Divine Love is now at reſt, It 
was travelling (big with gracious defigns ) 
before; it hath now delivered it ſelf. It 
would rather create new heavens every mo- 
ment, than not ſatisfie: But it hath now 
done it to the full ; the utmoſt capacity of the 
Soul is filled up; it can be no happier than 
it is This 1s loves triumph over all the 
miſeries, wants, and deſires of a languiſhing 
Soul. The appropriate, peculiar glory of 
Divine love, If all the excellencies of the 
whole Creation beſides, were contracted in- 
| to one glorious Creature, it would never | 
be capable of this boaſt, I have ſatisfied one 
| Soul. The lave of God leayes none unſa- 
T 4 _ tisfied 
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fed, but the proud deſpiſers of it. Now: 
Is the eternal Sabbath of Love. Now it en-' 
| ters into reſt, havins finiſh*d all irs works 5, 
| it views them over now with delight, for! 
| lo they are all good; its works of Pardon; 
| of Juſtification and Adoption; its works of 
Regeneration, of 1Converfion, and Santifi-| 
| cation, lrs cftabliſhing, quickning, comtort- 
{ ing works; they are all good, good in them-| 
| ſelves, and in this their end, the ſatisfattion' 
| and repoſe of bleſſed Sonls. Now Lavine Love; 
| puts- on the Crown, afcends the Throne; 
| and the many Myriads of glorified Spirits| 
| fall down about it, and adore: All profels; 
| to owe to it the ſatisfying pleaſures they all! 
| enjoy. Who can conſider the unſpeakable! 
| fatisjaQtion of thole bleſſed Spirits, and not: 
{allo reflect upon this exalted greatneſs of, 
|Divin Love! | 
| 2. *Tis again great Love, if we conſider | 
San they ſhall be ſatisfied, The ſight 
; and participation of the Divine Glory, his; 
face, his likenets, his repreſented and im-: 
war glory. There may be great love that | 
[never undertakes, nor ſtudies to fatisfie all' 
! the deſires of the p.rions we caſt our love; 
| upon, eſpecially where nothing will fatisfie| 
; but high and great matters. The love of! 
| God knows no difficulties ; nor can be over- 
(ſet. The greater the performance or vouch- | 
{fafement, t the more ſuitable to Divine Love. | 
{It hath reiolved to give the Soul a plenary | 
' ſatisfaftion, perfetly to content al its de-| 
fires z z and fince nothing elſe can do it, but | 
an | 
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| an eternal beholding of the glorious face of 
| the Divine Majeſty, anda transformation in- 
| to his own likenels, that ſhall not be with- 
| held, Yea, it hath created, refined, enlarged 
{Its capacity on purpole, that it might be 
| fatisfied with nothing leſs, Great love may 
| lometimes be ſignified by a glance; the of- 
| fered view of a willing face. Thus our Lord 
| Jeſus invites his Church to diſcover her own 
{ love, and anſwer his, Let me ſee thy face,&c. 
| Cant. 2. 14. Love is not more becomingly 
| expreſt or gratified , than by mutual looks, 
{[ ubs amor, vi oculus ]. How great is that 
| love that purpolely lays aſide the vail, that 
| Never turns away its own, nor permits the 
{averſion of the beholders eye throughout 
|! eternity. Now we ſee in a glaſs; then 
[Face to face, as if never weary of behold- 
[Ing on either part; but on that part the con- 
| defcenſion lies, 1s the tranſcendent admirable 
love, That a generous beneficent, the other 
((rill it be fatisfied here )) a craving indigent 
love, And how inexpreſſible a condeſcenfi- 
'on is this? Poor wretches ! many of whom, 
{poſſibly, were once fo low, that a ſtrutting 
\Grandee would have thought himſelf af- 
{fronted by their look, and have met with 


NAS 


I. 


{threatning rebukes by their over-daring ven-' 


{turous eye; lo now they are permitted ( to 
ſtand before Princes; that's a mean thing 
ito feed their eyes with Divine glory, to view 
{the face of God. He ſets them before his 
face for ever. 

And that eternal viſion begets .in them 


all 


J 
: 4 


Lode: a 


| 


AWaET" Corea 


TORE AE TL AA 2 gr T 


_282 


© The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, 


x Joh. 2, 
at, 


Cha *: ZeI, 


A 


' Heb. 12. 


- [formed Souls; that would render them a 


glory at once, that their joy may be full, 
They behold not a glorious God with de- 
perpetual abomination and tarment to them- 
Fetves. Love cannot permit that Heaven 
ſhould be their affliction; that they ſhould 
have cauſe to loath and be weary of them- 
ſelves in that preſence. It ſatisfies them, by 
cloathing and filling them with glory; by 
making them partake of the Divine likeneſs, 
as well as behold it. *Tis reckon'd a great 
expreſſion of a complying love, but to give 
a Picture; when the parties loved only per-! 
mit themſelves to view in a-mute repreſen-! 


likeneſs propagated in the Soul ; the incho- 
ation of it is called the Divine Love, the 
Seed of God, What amazing love is this, 
of the great God to a worm? not to give 
over till he have affimilated it to his own 
glory; till it appear as a ray of Light be- 
Sotten of the Father of Lights ! Every one, 
faith the Apoſtle, that doth righteouſneſs 15 
born of him, and then it follows, ' Behold, 
what manner of loye—to be the ſons of God; 


o be like him, to ſee him as he &,&c. How 
reat a word is that (ſpoken in reference 
o our preſent ſtate ) —ro make wu partakers 
of Chis] holineſs. And ( as well it might) 
tis inſtanc*d as an effet and argument of 


ove, ( for ſure chaſtening it ſelf, abſtracted 


rom that end of it, doth not import love) 
ER : | Whons 
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tation a vicarious face. This is much more| 
a vital Image (as before ) Gods own living-| 


an eternal likeneſs ; they behold and partake] = 
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 IWhom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, — and 


{ make a poor Soul like him, while he loves 


then by and by, in the ſame ſeries and line 
of ditcourſe is added,—— to make us partae 
kers of his holineſs. Love always either ſup- 
poſes ſimilitude, or intends it 5 and is ſuffi- 


the love of God cannot be more. direaly; 
expreſſed, than in his firſt intending toj 


it with compaſſion; and then imprinting 
and perfeting that likeneſs, that he may love] 


it with eternal delight. Love is here the] 
{ firſt and the laſt, the beginning and ena.in all! 
| this buſineſs. | 


} 
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[Seventh Inference. ' That ſince this, 

 bleſſedneſs 3s limited to a ng 
ſubje# | I 1n righteouſneſs], the 
unrighteous are neceſſarily left ex) 
cluded. 

Eighth Inference. That righteoufreſ 


is no vain thing, in as much as it; 


hath þo hey dior, and ewes {ol 


well. 


Onſidering this. bleſſedneſs is not common! 
lard "C but limized to a qualified ſubjett [H 
in righteouſneſs J], a perſon cloath'd in righ-! 
{teouſneſs : It evidently follows, The unrighs! 
[reorus are neceſſarily excluded and ſhut out, car! 
ibave no part nor portion in this bleſſeds oſs. 
[The ſame thing that the Apoſtle tells US, 
x Cor. 6. {without an inference; Know ye not that the 
lunrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, &c. Intimating that to be a moſt con-! 
feſſed known thing : Kzow ye not ? it is pol-| 
fible ye can be ignorant of this? 
| The natural neceſſity of what hath been| 
there infer*d, hath been argued already from; 
ithe conſideration of the nature of this bleſſed-| 


peſo The legal neceſſity of it, ariſing Now 
t & 
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e Divine Will and Law, is thit I mainly 
intend at preſent. By ſuch a neceſſity alſo, 
[they are excluded, who by Gods Rule (ac- 
cording to -Wwhich the ſupreme Judgment 
muſt be managed ) ſhall be found unrigh- 
teous : «Thoſe that come not up to the terms 
of the Goſpel-Covenant ;- never accepted the] 
offers, nor ſubmitted to the commands of it ; 
and that hence conſequently are unrelated to 
Chriſt, and ununited to him; no way ca- 
Pable | of advantage by his moſt perfect and; 
all-ſufficient righteouſneſs, that alone fully an-| 
wers all the exa&tions and demands of the 

ovenant of Works: And ſo, who are at laſt 
ound unrighteous by the Old Law and the 

ew; the Law both of the Creator and 

edeemer too. | 
| There is the ſame neceſſity theſe ſhauld 
be excluded, as that God ſhould be juſt and| 
'true. The word is gone forth of his mouth 
n righteouſneſs, and cannot return. He did 
not dally with ſinners, when: he ſettled thoſe 
onſtitutions, whence this neceſſity reſults. 
He 1s net a man, that he ſhould lies, nor the 
Son of man, that he ſhould repent. An Hea- 
then underſtood ſo much of the nature of 
' God. 
I have thought ſometimes, with much 
wonder, of the ſtupid folly of unſanRified' 
hearts ; they are even confounded in their| 
own wiſhes ; and would have ( in order toj 
their ſecurity) they know not what. Were 
[the queſtion faithfully put to the very heart 
of ſuch an one, What wouldſt thou have , 
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{done in, order to thy eternal ſafety from di: 
ivine wrath and vengeance? would not the 
anſwer be, O that God would fecall thoſe 
ſevere Conſtitutions he hath made; and not 
anfiſt ſo ſtritly on what he hath required 
in the Goſpel, in order to the ſalvation of 
inners. But fooliſh wretch ! doſt thou know 
hat thou ſay'lt! wouldſt thou have God 
epeal the Goſpel, that thou may*ſt be the 
ore ſecure? in whit a cafe art thou then? 
thou no hope if the Goſpel ftand in 
orce? what hope wilt thou have if it do 
ot? Muſt the! hopes of all the World be 
in'd to eſtabliſh thine ? and yet leave them 
tinvoly'd in the common ruin too?. What, 
it the Goſpel gives the leaſt hope to A- 
poſtate ſinners? There is now hope for thee 
In the Goſpel-Promiſe, if thou return to God. 
et the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
tohteous man his thoughts; and let him turn 
'o the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; 
2nd to our God, and he will abundantly pardor. 
ut take away the Goſpel, and where art 
hou? Were it poſſible for thee to repent, 
fand become a new man ; what fettles the 
onnexion between Repentance and: Salva- 
ton, but the Goſpel-Promiſe ? Will the vio- 
ated Law of Works accept thy Repentance 


- inſtead of Obedience ? Doth it not expreſly 
preclude any ſuch expeRation? Doth it give 
any ground to look for iny thing but death 
after ſin? Thou muſt therefore fly to the 
Goſpel, or yield thy ſelf loſt: And know, 
it contains none but faithful and irne ſay: 
is ings 
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ings, that haye more ſtability in them than 


 Ithe foundations of heaven and earth : There- 


fore expe& nothing to be altered for thy 
ſake. The Goſpel-Conſtitution was ſettled 
long before thou waſt born: Thou com'ſ 
too late with thy Exceptions ( if thou hadſt 
any ) againſt it. Remember therefore this 
is one of the unalterable determinations of 
this Goſpel , without hotaneſs thou ſhalt never 


hou canſt not behold his face but in righteouſ- 
eſs. There is no word in all the Bible of 
ore certain truth than this. In this alſo 
ow apt are ſinners fooliſhly to intangle 
themſelves! The Goſpel is true, and to be 


elieved, till they meet with ſomething that | 


croſſes them, and goes againſt the hair, and 
hen they hope it is not ſo, Butvain man! 
f once thou ſhake the truth of God, what 

ilt thou ſtay thy ſelf upon? Is God true 
when he promiſes? and is he not as true 
when he threatens? If that be a true fay- 
ing, Say to the righteous, it ſhall be well with 
him,—1s not that as much to be regarded, 
o to the wicked, it ſhall beill with him? The 
 Frighteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be upon him, 

and the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall be npor 
him. Are not theſe of equal authority ? If 
hou hadſt any reaſon to hope thou mayeſt 
happy though thou; never be righteous z 
there not as much reaſon to fear thou 
ight'ſt be miſerable though thou be; ſince 
he one is as much againſt the” flat expreſs 
word .of God as the other? Eet not 
ove 


ſee God, or ( which amounts to the ſame | 
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nay to fin betray thee out of all' Religion: 
and thy Wits together. Whirein wilt thou 
believe one upon the bare value of his word; 
that will lie to thee in any thing ? Yea, and 
as it is the ſame authority that is affronted 
in every. command, whence diſobedience to 
one is a breach of all; fo is the ſame vera- 
city denied ift every truth, and the disbelief 
pf one belies all; and. wilt thou believe him 
in. any thing, thou haſt proclaimed a liar in 
very thing? 1 herefore, ſo little haſt thou 
gained by disbelieving the Divine Revelation 


ſelf te this. miſerable Dilemma; If the word 
pf God be falſe, thou haſt no foundation of 
any Faith left thee; if it be true, it dooms 
hee to eternal baniſhment from his bleſſed 
face, while thou remaineſt in thy unrighte- 
puſneſs. It will not be thy advantage then 
to disbelieve this Goſpel-Record, but to con- 
{ider it, and take it to heart; *twill prove: 


never the leſs true at laſt, for that thou ' 
wilt not believe it, ſhall thy unbelief make | 


che truth of Gad of none effett? And if thou 
wouldſt but reaſonably conſider the cafe, 
nethinks. thou ſhouldit ſoon be. convinc*d- 
Since thou acknowledgeſt ( as I ſuppoſe 
hee to do), that there are two ſtates of 
men in the other World, a ſtate of bleſſed- 
eſs, and a ſtate of miſery; and two ſorts of 
ten in this World, the righteous, and the 
righteous : Let thy. reaſon and - conſcience 


Itate, and who to the other, Sure, if thow: 
P acknow- 


et” | 


1n this thing, that thou haſt brought thy | 


| 


how judg, who ſhall be alloted to the one; - 
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acknowleds: a. —_ | Fudg .of all the | 
{ World, thou canft' not (think ' he will turn} 7 
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[men promiſcuouſly into Heaven or Hell at 
random, -\' without: diſtin&tion : -' Much lefs} 
canſt thou be ſo abſurd: and-mad, as to: think 
jall the unrighteous ſhall be ſaved, and the|| 
righteous periſh ; And then what is left thee 
jto judg, but that which I ain now urging 
upon thee, That when-the : righteous ſhall be 
admitted to the viſion of Gods bleſſed face, 
the unrighteous. ſhall be driven forth into ' 
outer darkneſs. | E 
It may be ſome here will be ready to E 
ſay, But to what purpoſe is all this, they F 
were of the ſame mind before, and cannot 
think that- any one would ever ſay the con- 
txarYe-: + | : | 
| Nor dol think 1s either; but *cis one 4 
thing not to believe a concluſion to be true, 
and another to profeſs a contrary belief: And 1. 
one thing to believe a concluſion, another 

to think we believe it. Men. often know 
not their own minds. In pra&ical matters 
*tis beſt ſeen what a mans belief is by his 
Prattice : For when any profeſs to believe 
this or that practical truth, relating to their 
| falvation, if they believe it not practically, IT 
s,e, with fueh a belief as will command 
their ſutable praice, it matters not wha 

belief they are of, or whether they were 0 | 
that judgment or no: Yea, it will prove - bl 
| the iſſue better for them they had been of 1 
another , when their own profeſſed belief — - 
ſhall be urged againſt them. But let us con-| 
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ſider a little, how in praRical matters of leſs| 
concernment we would eftimate a mans he- 
lief: . You meet a Traveller upon the way; 
who tells you, the Bridg over. ſuch an un-| 
paſſable River 'is broken down, and that if 
you venture you periſh; if you believe him, 
you return; if you hold on; he reaſonably] 
concludes you believe him notz and will} 
therefore be apt to fay to you, if you will 
not believe me you may make tryal: Your 
Phyſitian tells you a diſeaſe is growing up- 
on you, that in a ſhort time will prove in- 
curable and mortal, but if you preſently uſe 
the means. he ſhall preſcribe, ?tis capable of an 
eaſte remedy: How would: you your ſelf 
have your belief. of your Phyſitian judged 
of in this caſe? would you expe& to be 
believed, if you ſhould fay, yol do not at 
all diftruſt your Phyſitians integrity and 
judgment, but yet you reſolve not to fob 
low his direRions? unleſs you would have 


no Riddle or Myftery in this. How ridi- 
culous would men make themfelves, if in 
matters of common concernment they ſhould 
daily praRice direaly contrary to their pro- 
jeſſed belief? How few would believe them 


' {ſerious, or in their wits ?: But however, 


call this believing, or what you will, we 
onterd not about the name; the belief 
f ſuch a thing can no further do you good, 
ou can be nothing the better for it, fur- 


ther. than as it engages you to take a 
| courle 


j 


us bclieve too, that you are weary of your| 
flife, and would fain be rid of it. There is 
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courſe ſutable and conſequent to ſuch a be- 
lief. To belieye that there is a'Hell, and 
run into it 5 that unrighteouſneſs perſiſted 
in will damn you, and yet live in it. To 
what purpoſe is it, to make your boaſts of 
this Faith ? 


death o F mot ſoul, will eternally ſeparate you 
om Goa, 
hen Ju have reaſon'd the matter with 
our ſe 
Should not ſuch a thing be more deeply pon- 
dered ? The bare propoſal of an evident truth 
Commands preſent aſſent ; but if 1 further bend 
ny ind to reaſon out the ſame thing to 
y {elf, I am occaſioned to take notice of 
he grounds, dependencies, the habitudes of. 
it, what it reſts upon, and whither it tends, 
and thence more diſcern its importance, and. 
of what moment. is is, than I ſhould have 
done,. if upon firſt view 1 had affented on- 
ly, and diſmift it my thoughts. And yet 
is it poſſible, you. ſhould think this to be 
true, and not think it a moſt important truth? 
Is .it a ſma'l matter in your . account, whe- 
ther you ſhall be blefſed or miſerable for 
ever ? whether you be ſaved or periſh eter- 
nally? Or isit conſidered by you, according. 
as the weight of the matter requires, that as 
you are found righteous or unrighteous,ſo will 
it everlaſtingly fare with you? w= 
Y_2 You 
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| ploy your thoughts about it. 
But methinks, you ſhould hardly be able | 


| 


You may poſſibly ſay, you already conclude | 


your ſelf righteous, therefore no further im+ 


however to put ſuch a thing out of your 
thoughts; while as yet the final determi- 
nation is not given in the caſe. 'If a man 
have a queſtion yet depending, concerning 
his life or eſtate; though his buſineſs be 
never {ov clear, he will hardly forget it, the 
trial not being yet paſt. And though in 
this matter, you have no reaſon to ſuſpect 
error or corruption in your Judg, (through 
which many honeſt cauſes may miſcarry in 
an human 'Judicature ) yet have you no rea- 
fon to ſuſpe& your ſelf? If the holy Spi- 
rit hath aſſured you, it hath not ſtupsfied you 3 
but as you have then the leſs of fear, you 
have the more of love and joy. Therefore 
you will not thence mind ſuch a concern- 
ment the Jeſs, but with the more delight ; 
and therefore alſo, moſt probably, with the 
more frequency and intenſion. What a 
pleaſure will it be to review evidences, and 
lay, lo here are the Mediums by which I 
make out my Title to the Eternal Inheri- 
tance. Such and ſuch CharaQers give me 
the confidence to number my ſelf amon 
Gods righteous ones, And do you a. 
that heavenly raiſed - life? do you live in 
thoſe ſweet and raviſhing comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that may beſpeak you one 
whom he hath ſealed up to the day of re- 
demption ? . 
[| 
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{fon here a little, and demand of thy elf: 1s 


{have him from day to day in all thy thoughts ? 
Is it righteous to eſtrange thy ſelf from him, | 


- If you pretend not to any ſuch certain- 
ty, but rely upon your own-judgment of 
your caſcz are you ſure you are neither 
miſtaken in the notion of the righteouſneſs 
required, nor in the application of it to your 
own Soul ? 

Poſſibly, you may think your ſelf, becauſe 
in your ordinary dealing you wrong no 


teous perſon. But evident it is, when the 
Scripture uſes this term as deſcriptive, of 
ods own people, and to diſtinguiſh be- 
ween them that ſhall be ſaved and periſh, 
t takes it in that comprehenſive ſenſe be- 
ore-explained. And however, it requires 
at leaft much more of thee, under other ex- 
preſſions, as thou canſt hardly be ſo igno- 
rant but to know. And do but uſe thy rea- 


he to be accounted a righteous perſon, that 
thinks it fit to avoid wronging a man, but 
makes no conſcience at all of wronging God ? 

ore particularly : Is it righteous, to live 
all thy days in a willing .ignerance of the | 
Author of thy being, never once to enquire, 
Where is God my Maker ? Is it righteous to. 
forget him days without number, not ito 


and live as without him in the world, while 
thou liv'lt, mov'ſt, and haſt thy being in 
him? not to glorifie him in whoſe hands 
thy breath is? to be a lover of pleaſure 


[more than God? a worſhipper, in thy very 
3 Soul, 


man ( your ſelf being judg ), a very righ- 


emma 


— 


ob. 35. ©} 


> 
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Soul, of the creature more than the Crea- 
tor ? Is it righteous to harden thy heart a- 
Sainft -his fear:and love? to live undcr his 
power, and' never reverence it; his good- 
nels, and never acknowledg it? to attront 
his - Authority, to - belie his Truth, abuſe 
his Mercy, impoſe upon his Patience, defie| 
his Juſtice; to exalt thy own intereſt againſt] 
his; the trifling petite intereſt of a filly worm, 
againſt the great all-comprehending intereſt 
of the common Lord of all the world ? to 
croſs his will, to do thy own? to pleaſe thy 
ſelf, to the diſplealing of him ? whence hadſt 
thou thy meaſures of Jultice, if this be 
juſt ? * 

- Again, Is it righteous to deny the Lord 
that bought thee, to negle& that great fal- 
vation which he is the author or? And 
whereas he- came. to bleſs thee in turning 
thee from thine iniquities, wilfully to re- 
main- ſtill in an accurſed ſervitude to fin ? 
when he was made manifeſt to deſtroy the works 
of the Devil, ſtill to-yield thy 1clt a captive at 
his will ? . whereas he died that thou might'ſf 
not any lenger live to thy ſelf, but to him that 
aied for thee, and roſe . again, and that h 
might redeem thee from thy vain conver ſation 
and that thou art ſo expreſly told, that ſuc 
as ſtill lead ſenſual lives, mind earthly things, 
have not-their converſation in heaven, are 
enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, Is it no un- 
righteouſneſs, that in theſe refpe&ts thy whole 
life ſhould be nothing, elſe but a conſtant 
contradiftion to the very deſign of his dy- 
b-. > 1 --— -aſi 
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ing? a perpetual Hoſtility, a very Tilting 
at his Croſs? Is there no unrighteouſneſs in 
thy  ebſtinate' -infidelity,. that wickedly de- 
nies belief to his glorious Truths, acceptance 
of his gracious Offers, fubjeion to his ho- 


j nate, remorſleſs impenitency ? thy heart that 
cannot repent ? that melts not, while a cru- 
cified Jetfus, . amidſt his agonies and dying 


zer, enough, thy hard heart breaks mine ! yield 
at laſt, and turn to God. Is it righteous, to 
live as-no way under *Law to Chrift? t5 
perſiſt in aQual rebellion againſt his juſt 
Government,- which he died, and revived, 
and roſe again, to eſtabliſh over the living and 


thy ſelf a Chriſtian? In a word : Is it righte- 
ous to tread under foot the Son of God, to 
yilifie his Blood, and deſpile his Spirit ; Is this 
the righteouſneſs that thou talkeſt of ? Are 
theſe ' thy qualifications for the everlaſting 
þ effedneſs ?: * | 
If thou fay, thou confefſeſt thou art i 
thy ſelf, in theſe ſeveral reſpeas, altogether 
unrighteous; but thou hopeſt the righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt will be ſufficient to anl{wer 
Pr ee 
No doubt, Chriſts righteouſneſs is abun- 
dantly. gvailable to all the ends for which it 
was intended by the Father and Him; but 
it ſhall never anſwer all the. ends that- a 
fooliſh wicked heart will tondly 4magine to 


it {clf; 
200 V4 In 


ly Laws ? No unrighteouſhneſs in thy obſti- | 


pangs, cries to thee from the Croſs, O fin-: 


the dead ? yea, and that while thouprerendeſt | 
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Joh. 3. 16. 


*Heb. 5. 9. 


In ſhort, It ferves to excuſe thy non-per- 
ormance of, and ſtands inſtead of ithy (pers 
et fſinleſs obedience to the Law! of works} 
ut it ſerves not inſtead of thy performance 
{ what is::required of thee, as the: Condi 
60n of the Goſpel-Covenant. That is, It ſhall 
ever ſupply the room of Faith, Repentance, 
egeneration, Holineſs, the loving of Chriſt 
boye all, and God in him ſo 'as to ren- 
er theſe unneceſſary, or falvation poſſible 
ithout them. There is not one Zora, or 
ittle in the Bible, that fo much as intimates 
n unregenerate perſon, an unbeliever, - an 
impenitent or unholy perſon, ſhall be fſa- 
ed by Chriſts righteouſneſs ;. but enough 
o the contrary, every one knows, that 
ath the leaſt acquaintance with the' Scrip- 
ures. | | 
Vain man! what, is Chriſt . divided and 
divided againſt himſelf ; Chriſt without a- 

ainſt Chriſt within? His ſufferings on the 
Croſs, and foregoing obedience againſt his 
Spirit and Government in the [Soul ? Did 
Chriſt die to take away the neceffity of our 
being Chriſtians? And muſt his death ferve, 
not to deſtroy fin out of the world, but 
Chriſtianity 2 Who hath taught thee ſo wick- 
edly to miſunderftnnd the deſign of Chrifts 
dying? And when the Scripture fo plainly 
tells thee, That God ſo loved. the world, that 
he gave his ouly begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but: have 
everlaſting life. And that he became the Au- 
thor of eternal ſalvation to them that obey bim; 

| yea, 
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ea, and that he will come in flaming fire to &. 
ake vengeance on them that know and obey 
him not, What ſhould induce thee to think 
thou mayſt be ſaved by him, whether thou f 
þelieveſt and obeyeft or not ? + 
} No, if eyer thou think to ſee God, and 
| þe happy in him, thou muſt have a” righ- 4 
teouſneſs in thee reſembling h#; the very | 
Yroduft, the thing wrought in the work of 
regeneration. If ye know that he. is righ- þ Joh. 2. 
eous, ye know that every one that doth rTigh- þ9: 
eonſneſs 1s born of him. Whereupon follows | 
the deſcription of the blefſedneſs of ſuch righ- 
teous ones, in the beginning of the next 
Chapter, —T hey are ſons--they ſhall be like,&c. 
So that-in a word, without ſome ſight of 
God here, there's no ſeeing him: hereafter 3 

ithout ſome likeneſs to him now ,* none 
ereafter. And ſuch as are deſtitute of that| 
ieart-conformity to the Goſpel, wherein the 
Ivangelical Righteouſneſs ſtands, are fo far 
rom” it, - that we may ſay to them as our | 
aviour to the Fews, Te have neither heard|Joh. 5.37} 
is voice, nor ſeen his ſhape,1.e. you have 
ever had right notion, or any the leaſt 
true glimpſe of him; your hearts are whol- 
ly deſtitute of all Divine Impreſſions what- 
pores. 


a "_ M4. ” ii. A. oo! F7 a —_ 


8. We may further infer, from this quali-\g. Infer.| 
fication of the ſubjeft of bleſſedneſs, That righ- 
[Fronſneſ's zs 0 vain thing. That is not in 
vain, that ends ſo well, and bath ſo happy 
_ iſſue at 'laft. Scripture tells us, _ 

| thd 
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Prov. 19. 
6 3 


Ch. 11.14. 
Ver. 18. : 


Mat.13.43. 


Ch.25-45. 


the labour of the righteous tendeth to life : And 
that we' may underſtand it. of their labour 
as they are righteous, we are more. plainly 
told, that righteouſneſs tendeth to life ; and 
that to them that 'fow righteouſneſs ſhall be a 
ſure reward.” That the righteous ſhall ſhine as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. —T he 


that righteouſneſs ends in the bleſſed ſight of 


ods glorious face, in being ſatisfied with the 
Divine likeneſs : Fooliſh finners are' juſtly up- 


Ifa. $5. 2.|Þraided that they ſpend their labour for that 


Rom. 6. 
20, 21, 


which ſatisfies not, take much- pains to no 
purpoſe z ſuch are all the works of fin, #oz{- 
om, fruitleſs; what fruit had ye of thoſe 
hings ( viz. which ye wrought when 'you 
ere free from righteouſneſs) whereof ye are 
ow aſhamed ? for the 'end of thoſe things is 
cath. But (it follows) being now made free 
rom ſin, and become ſervants to God ( which 
is paraphraſed above by ſervants to righteouſ- 
neſs) ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the 
end everlaſting life, The'fruit is a continual 
increaſe of holineſs, a growing more. and 


[more like God; till at laſt everlaſting life, 


ſatisfation with his likeneſs, do crown and 

conſummate all. | OP 
You have now what to anſwer to the 
Atheiſts profane Query, What profit #5 it to 
ſerve God? to what purpole to lead ſo ſtrit 
and preciſe a life? You may now ſee: to 
what purpoſe it is, and whereunto godlt- 
neſs ( which righteouſneſs here: includes ) 
is profitable ( as having beſides what it nd 
titles 


— 


righteous into eternal life. * And we here ſee | 
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There needs no more to diſcover any thing 
not to be vain . in as much as nothing can 
be {aid to be-ſ9o, but i reference to anend, as 
being good tor nothing_) than the eviction 
of thee ao ngs.-.::7 

_ That it aims at a truly worthy and va- 


dire and certain, __— 
In the preſent caſe, both theſe are obvious] 
enough at the firſt view. | 
For as to the former of them: All the] 
world will agree, without diſputing the mat- 
ter, that the laſt end of man (#z e. which 
he ultimately propounds to himſelf ) is his 
beſt good, and that he can deſign no further 
good to himſelf than ſatssfattion;, nothing 
after or beyond that: and what can afford 
it, if the viſion and participation of the Dir 

vine Glory do not? | 
| As to the latter: Beſides all that afſu- 
rance given by Scripture-conftitution to the 
righteous man, concerning his future reward, 
let the Conſciences be conſulted of the moſt 
beſotted ſinners, in any lucid interval, and 
they will give their ſuffrage ( Balaam, that 
{o earneſtly followed the reward of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, not excepted ), that the way of 
righteouſneſs is that only likely way to hap- 
pineſs; and would therefore deſire to die, at 
Jleaſt the righteous mans death, and that 
their latter end ſhould be like his.. So is 
wildom (I might call it righteouſacſs m=_ 4 
tne 


kitles ro here ) the promiſe of that life which nt 


luable end ;, and that its tendency thereto is| 


| by her children only, but by her enemies 


{=-oveable, always abounding in the work of the | 
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the wicked man is the. Scripture-Fool, and # 
the righteous the wiſe-man ) juſtified not 


alſo. 
And ſure, *tis meet that ſhe ſhould be 


more openly juſtified by her Children, and 
that they learn to ſilence and repreſs thoſe 
miſ-giving thoughts; Sazrely I have waſhed 
my hands in vain, &c. And be ſtedfaſt, un- 


iLord, for as much as they know their labour 


p 


4s 720t int Vain in the Lord. 


| 
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CHAP. XV. 


Two other Inferences, Pp the C _ 
deration of the ſeaſon of this bleſ- 
, ſedneſs : The former, That in as! 
auch as this bleſedneſs is not at- 
tained in this life, the preſent hap- 
pineſs of Saints muſt in a great part 
conſiſt in hope. The latter, That great 
#s the wiſdom and ſagacity of the 
7 ghteous man, which ——_ a F.-1 
ent temporary happineſs, and chuſes 
that which is diſtant my pi 


FT as much as the ſeaſer of this bleſſed- 
nels is not on this fide the Grave , nor; 
expected by Saints till they awake z we may! 
further infer, 


Ninthly, That their happineſs in the mean, Tifer, 


zime doth very much conſiſt in hope. © Or that! 
hope muſt needs be of very great neceſſity! 
and uſe to them in their preſent Rate for) 
their comfort and ſupport. It were not 
otherwiſe poſſible to 1ubſiſt in the abſence] 
and want of their higheſt good, while no-; 
thing in this lower world is, as to kind! 
and nature, ſuitable to their deſires, or makes| 


any colouraþble overture to them of fſatis- | 
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Rom.8.27; poſtle,) Hope that ſeen us not hope, for what 


x Cor: 18. ;life, as is the-hope of a Chriſtian ; sf 4 this 


xPet-1-3- [from the dead 3, begotten 10.4 lively hope by 


eds. | 


12198 an 


fation and happineſs. Others ( as the Pfal- 
' miſt obſerves ) have their portion in this life; 
that good, which as to the {pecies and kind 
of it, is moſt grateful to them, is preſent, 
{under view, within fights and (as the A- 


a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for it ? But 
thofte whoſe .more refined {ſpirits ( having 
received the firſt-fruits of the holy Spirit of 
God) | prompt them to groan after ſome- 
thing beyond time, and above, this Sublu- 
inary Sphere; of them. the Apoſtle, there tells 
us, that they are ſaved by hope. . They (as if 
the ſhould ſay) ſubſiſt by it; they. were: ne- 
[ver able to hold out, were it not for their 
hope; and that an hope too, beyond this 


life only we .had hope in Chriſt, &, The 
hope of a Chriſtian, as ſuch, is furable to its 
produQive cauſe ,. the reſurre&ion, of Chriſt 


he reſurreftion, &c. Thence is . it the hope 
f a renewed,” never-dying life, .the hope 
f a bleſſed immortality ; whereof Chriſts 
elurreftion was a certain argument. and 


Indeed the new creature is, ab origine, and 
all along an hoping creature, both in its pri- 

: its porro efſe, *Tis conceived, and 
ormed, and nurſt up in hope. In its pro- 
duRion, and in its progreſs towards per- 
feion, *tis manifeſtly influenc'd thereby. In 
{the firſt return of the Soul to God, hope 
being then planted as a part of the holy 

Sracious 


} 


oo nb pen 1, | #56 | 
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{| the Soul naturally ſhuns him, and comes not 


[32g of his Covenant. R evolting Souls are en- 


Sracious Nature, now manifeſtly diſcover: 
it felf, when the Soul begins to aR, ( 

turning after. the reception of the Divine 
influence, is its at) hope infinuates it ſelf 
into ( or induces rather) that very aR, 
Returning is not the a& of a deſpairing, but 
hoping Soul. *Tis God apprehended as re- 
concileable, that attraRs and wins it z while 
he is look?d, upon as an implacable enemy, 


nigh, till drawn weth thoſe cords of a man, floſ. 11; 
the bands of love. While it ſays, there # a1 

hope, it ſays withall ( deſperately enough) 

1 have loved ſtrangers, and after them will Ter 2 
\g0, But if there be any hope in Ifrael concern- 

ing this thing. If it can yet apprehend God | 
willing to forgive, then let ww make a (ove- [FZr.10-2, 
ant, &c. This preſently draws the hover- Þ* 

ing Soul into a cloſure and league 'with| 

him. And thus is. the union continued 3 7 
unſteadfaſineſs in the Covenant of God, is re- Pal. 78.7, 
ſolved into this ot ſetting, or fixing of 13+ 

hope in him, or ( which amounts to the ſame) 
letting of hope in God is direRed as a means 
to ſteadfaſtneſs of ſpirit with him, and a keep- 


Ver. 10s 


couraged to return to the Lord upon this 
confideration, that falyation is hoped for in fr... 3. 22, 
vain from. any other. The caſe being in- þz. 


the firſf, God as multiplying to pardon, and 
ſtill retaining the ſame Name, The Lord, the <4 
Lord gracious and merciful, ( which 'name in - <I> 

all the ſeverals that compole and make it up, 


f 


y=y 


| deed the ſame, in all after-converſions as in 
| 


"Zo | The Dleedmneſs of the Righteous: 


iding ſinner, and renews his thoughts of 
eturning. And ſo is he 'afterwards under 
the. teachings of grace led on by hope, tho=- 
ough the, whole courſe of Religion towards 
the - future glory. Grace appears, teaching 
ſinners to deny ungodlineſs, &c. and in the 
ooking for the bleſſed hope, the glorious appear- 


Tit. 2. 11, 


cy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 
{Thus is the new creature formed in hope, 
land nouriſtd in hope. And if its eye were 
[upon pardon at firſt, *tis more upon the 


12,13. {ing of the great God, &c. So do they keep theme | 
[ſelves in the love of God, Looking for the mer- 
| 


5 in bis Chriſt) invites back to him the back 


| 


| 


| 
| 


promiſed glory afterwards. And yet that 
{laſt end hath in a degree its attra&ive in- 


itz *tis even then taught ro deſign for glo- 
[ry. *Tis begotten to the lively hope, ( where 
' {though hope be taken objeively, as the ap- 
| poſition ſhews of the following words, ts 
| an inheritance, yet the att is evidently cons | 
[Noted z for the thing hoped for, is meant un- | 


Ty. oa _—_ 


{fluence upon it, from the firſ# formation of | 


| der that notion, as heped for ) : And its whole | 
! following courſe is an aiming at glory; a | 
Rom. 2, 7 ſeeking glory, honour, immortality, &c, Thus is | 

| the work of ſanctification carried on; He 
x Joh. 3.3} that bath this hope purifieth himſelf. Thus are | 


| loſſes ſuſtained The ſpoyling of goods taken 


34 |} enduring ſubſtance. The moſt hazardous ſer- 
| vices undertaken, even an Apoſtleſhip to a 


| Tit. x.1, 2. deſpiſed (briſt, In the hope of eternal bfe, 


| which God that cannot lie bath promiſed. All} 


[2 
R] 


difficulties 


ZI Er 7 4; 


Heb. 10. | joyfully through the expettation of the better and | 
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{Uifficulties encountred and overcome, -while 
the helmet is the hope of ſalvation. All world- | 
iy evils are willingly endured ; and all (fuch) 
{ood things quitted and forſaken, for Chriſts 
ake and his Elets. And if the queſtion be 
ask*'d; ( as it was' once of: Alexander, when 
o frankly diſtributing his treafures among 
is followers), What do you reſerve for your 
elf ? The reſolved Chriſtian makes ( with 
him ) that ſhort and brave reply, HOPE. 
He lives upon things future and unſeen. The 
bjefts any one converfes with moſt, and in 
which his life is as it wefe bound up, are 


[T hey that are after the fleſh, do ſavour the things 
f the fleſh; they that are after the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit. The Principle of the fleſh- 
ly life is:Senſe : The Principle of the fpiri- 
tual life is Faith. Senſe is a- mean, low; | 
marrow, incomprehenſive principle , limited 
O a point, this Center of Earth, and 79 ws, 
this Now) of time ; It can reach no higher 
han rerrene things, ' nor further than pre-.- 
ent things: So brutiſh is the life of him 
that is led by itz wholly confined to matter 
and time. PE 
But the righteous live by Faith. Their Faith 
overns and maintains their life, They ſteer 
ot their courſe according to what they ſee, 


ut according to what they believe : And |. 


heir daily ſaſtenance is by the ſame Kind of 
hings. Their Faith influences not their aQi- 
ns only, but their comforts and enjoyments. 
hey ſubſiſt by the _—_ they believe, even 


invi- 


_——_ 


Theſ.5.3, 


utable to the ruling principles of life in him. $8 
OM. 8. $3 


XX 
hy "oe. 
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. inward man (laith the Apoſtle )- x renewed 


intervening verſe is manifeſtly parenthetical) 


inviſible and eternal things : But it is by the 
intervening exerciſe of hope, whole object i 
the ſame. The Apoſtle having told us fro 


. the Prophet, that the juſt ſhall live by Faith 


preſently ſubjoins a deſcription of that Fait 


. they live by, viz. that it is the: ſubſtance o 


things hoped for, and the evidence of things no 
ſeen ;, it ſubſtantiates and reallizes, evidence 
and demonſtrates thoſe glorious objedts, 1t 
far above the reach and ſphere of Senſe. I 
is conſtantly ſent out to forage in the invi4 
ſible Regions for the maintenance of this life : 
And thence fetches in the proviſions up 
which hope feeds, to the ſtrengthening of th 

heart, the renewing of life and ſpirits. Our 


day by day *, while we look, or take aim (which 
is next in the ſeries of the diſcourſe, for the 


76t at the things that are ſeen, but at the things 
that are not ſeen; for the things that are ſeen 
are temporal, but the things that are not ſeen 
are eternal, And the word here rendred [ [ook] 
doth plainly fignifie the a& of hope as well 
as that of faith; for it doth not import a 
meer intuition or beholding, a taking notice 
or afſenting only that there are ſuch things, 
but a deſigning or ſcoping at them ( which 
is the very word )) with an appropriative 


eye; as things that notwithſtanding their 


diſfance, or whatſgever imaginable difficul- 
ty, are hoped to be attained to and enjoy- 
ed. And here are evidently the diſtin parts 
of Faith and .Hope in this buſineſs; Fasth, 

| upon 
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| upon the authority and credit of the Divine 
Word and Promiſe, perlwades the heart 
that there is ſuch a glorious ſtate of things 
reſerved for Saints in general, ( Faith can 
g0 no further, for the Word of Promite goes 
no further ) and ſo ſerves inſtead of eyes in 
the Divine Light, to view thoſe glories; or 
it preſents them ( as fo many ſubſtantial re- 
alities ), demonſtrates them, ſubmits them to 
view, whence Hope reaches forth to them 
contends againſt, and triumphs over all at- 
tending difficulties , and poſſeſſes them z gives 
the Soul an early anticipated fruition of them, 
for its. preſent ſupport and relief. So that it 
rejoices in the hope of the glory of God, It might 
well therefore be ſaid, had fainted, if I had 
not believed, ( or who can expreſs how ſad 


there is an elegant Apoſzopeſis in the Hebrew 
Text, the words [' 1 had fainted } being ſup- 
plied in the tranſlation. If I had not belie- 
ved, what had become of me then? q. 4d.) In 
as much as faith feeds, asit were, thoſe hopes 
which more immediately the Lord makes uſe 
of, for the ſtrengthening his peoples hearts, 
as it was intimated in the following words, 
compared with Pſal. 31. 24. In the preſent 
caſe 5 Faith aſcertains the heart, of the truth 
of the Promiles, ſo. that thus the Soul ſtates 
the caſe to it ſelf; Though 1 have not walks to 
and fro in thoſe upper regions, nor taken a view 
of the heavenly inheritance \, though TI have not 
been in the third heavens, and ſeen the ineffable 
glory yet the Goſpel-revelation, which hath 
® 2 brought 


my caſe had been, if I had not believed ? for | 


OM. 5, 2, 
h. 12.12, 


ſal. 27.13, 
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Pfal. 119, 


46: 


| 


| 


{try, where I have not been; but if the Lord 


| 


brought tife and immortality to light, the word' 
of the eternal God, who hath told me this ss the 
ſtate of things in the other world, cannot but be 
true; my faith may therefore be to me inſtead 
of eyes;, and the Divine teſtimony muſt ſupply 
the place of light 5, both together grve, merhinks, 
a fair proſpett of thoſe far diſtant glorious objetts 


hope, and makes it revive, and run to embrace 
what Faith hath diſcovered in the Promiſe. 
—— 1 hope of eternal life, which God that can- 
not lie bath promiſed. *Tis the word of God 
that canſes the Soul to hope, ( 1. e. believed, for 
disbelieved, it ſignifies nothing with it ), and 


a promiſe concerning the future eſtate. Imay 
without much emotion of heart, hear from a 
Traveller the deſcription of a pleaſant Coun- 


of that Country give me, beſides the account 
of it, an aſſurance of enjoying rich and ample 
poſſeſhons there, the preſently begets an hope, 
the pleature whereof would much relieve a 


but that of actual poſſefſion can exceed. That 
*tis not more ſo with us here, admits of no 
excule. Is God leſs to be believed than a man ? 
Will we deny him the privileds of being 
able to diſcover his mind, and the truth of 
things credibly, which we ordinarily allow 
to any. one that is not a convitted Liar ? Chriſt 
expetts his Diſciples ſhould very confidently 
aflure themſelves of the preparations made 
for them in another world, upon that very 


| oround 


which I have now in view. Now this awakens 


that not only as it contains a zarration, but | 


prefent diſtreſſed eſtate ; and which nothing, | 


AT. 5, 
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ground alone, that he had not told them the 


contrary : Let not your bearts be troubled, ye . 
believe in God, believe alſo in me, In my Fa- 


thers houſe are many manſions, if it were not 


o, I would have told you. J goto prepare,&c. 
ntimating to them, they ought to have that 
pinion of his plainneſs and fincerity, as ne- 
er to imagine he would have prolclyted 
hem to a Religion that ſhould undo them in 


4 


this world, if there were not a {ſufficient re- ' 


ompence awaiting them in the other, but he 
ould certainly have let them known the worſt 
f their caſe: Much more might he expeR, 
hey ſhould. be confident upon his fo often and 
xpreſly telling them, that /o zt #-. 
If his ſilence might be a ground of hope, 
uch more his word, And ſurely fo ground- 
ed an hope cannot but be conſolatory, and 
elieving in this {ad interval, till the awaksng 
our. 


Laſtly, Since this bleſſedneſs of the righ- 


tcous is, as to the ſeaſon of it, future, not ex- 


ected till they awake, we may infer, That 
tis great wiſdom and ſagacity that guides the 
#ghteous mans choice ; while he waves a pre- 
ent and temporary, and chuſes this future ex- 
ected bleſſedneſs. 

'Tis true, that Philoſophy hath been wont 
0 teach us, that. choice or eleion hath no 
lace about the end, becauſe that is but ore, 
nd choice always implies a competition, But 
hat very reaſon evinces, that in our preſent 
ate and caſe, choice muſt haye place about 


—_— 


3 the! 


o Infer, 


De Crvtt. 
Dei. liv.19. 
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{there was nothing to blind and bribe a mans 


he end. That Philoſophy might have ſuted 
etter - the ſtate of innocent - Adam ; - when 


judgment, or occaſion it to deliberate about 


deliberation it ſelf was a defeftion ), nor to per- 
vert and mil-incline his will ; and fo its. a&ti- 
on, in propoſing its end, would be ſimple #n- 
tention, not choice, | 

But ſo hath the Apoſtaſie and fin of man 
blinded and befooled him, that he is at a 
loſs about nothing more than what is the 
chief good. And though Saint Angnſtine reduce 
Varro's 218 differing Sets about it to 12, 
that's enough to prove ( but daily experience 
doth it more convincingly and ſadly) a real, 
though moſt #jſ# competition. Therefore 
a ſinner can never be bleſſed without chufing 
his bleſſedneſs; and therein it highly con- 
cerns him to chuſe aright, and that a ſpirit 
of Wiſdom and Counſe! guide his choice. 
While Man had not as yet falPn, to delibe- 
rate whether he ſhould adhere to God or 
no, was a gradual declenſion, the very in- 
choation of his fall; but having falPn zeceſſi- 
ty makes that a vertue which was a wickedneſs 
before, Ther@'s no returning to God with- 
out conſidering our ways, The ſo much alter- 
ed ſtate of the caſe, quite alters the nature 
of the things, It was a conſulting to do evil 
before; now to do good. And hence allo, 


Joſh. 24s 


chuſing the Lord fo be our God, becomes a ne- 
ceſſary duty. Which is to make choice of this 
very bleſſedneſs, that conſiſts in the know- 


he ſupreme end, ( then it might be truly ſaid, | 


_ Ie. 
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feds, likeneſs, and enjoyments of him. And 
now, in as much as this bleſſedneſs is not 
ully attained by the longing Soul, till time 
Xpire, and its eternity commence 3 here's a 
reat diſcovery of that Wiſdom which guides 
this happy choice. This is great wiſdom 
n proſpettion; in taking care of the future 
nd at how much the further diſtance one 
an provide, ſo much the greater reputation 
of wiſdom is juſtly acquired to him; yea, we 
ſcem to place the ſum of prattical wiſdom: in 
this one thing, while we agree to call it pr0- 
widence, under the contrated name of pru- 
dence, The Wile-man makes it at leaſt an evi- 
dence or part of wiſdom, when he tells us, 


the prudent foreſeeth, &c. The righteous man Prov.22.3. 


Jo far excells in this faculty, as that his eye 


looks thorough all the periods of time, and pe- | 


metrates into eternity, recommends to the 
Soul a- bleſſedneſs of that ſame ſtamp and 
alloy that will endure and laft for eyer. It will 
not content him to be happy for an hour, or 
or any ſpace that can have an end; after 
which it ſhall be. poſſible to him to look 
dack and recount with himſelf how happy 
he was once: Nor is he fo much ſolicitous what 
his preſent ſtate be, if he can but find he is 
upon ſafe terms as to his future and eternal 
ate. As for me, faith the Plalmiſt, (he here- 
n forts and ſevers himſelf from them whoſe 
portion was in this life ), / [| ſhall] behold —* 

[| ſhall } be ſatisfied, when Fawake; he could 
ot lay it was well with him, but it ſhall be, 
9.4, Let the purblind, ſhort-{izhted Sentualift 
E7 4 embrace 


7ſt bene 
109 pot uBt 


It erite 


Licere dis | 


+ 21 5 | The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteors. 


- 


Joh. 16. 
20, 22, 


| embrace this preſent world, who can ſee no! 


further : Let me have my portion in the world | 
to come; may my Soul always lie open.to the 
impreſſion of the powers of the coming world ; 
and in ths, ſo uſe every: thing as to be under 


 tehe power of nothing. What are the pleaſures of 


fin, that are but for a {eaſon; or what the ſuffer- 


lings of this zow, this moment of afflition, tg 


the glory that ſhall be revealed, to the exceed- 
ing and eternal glory ? He conſiders,patient af- 
flicted godlinets will triumph at faſt, when rio- 
tous raging wickednels ſhall lament for ever. 


world rejoices; he may be ſorrowful, but 


joy none ſhall take from him. Surely here 


"1 Dhul. 1. 9, 


T0 


Epicurus., 


i wiſdom; this is the witdom that is from a- 
bove, and tends thither. Thzs 1s to be wiſe 
unto ſalvation. The righteous man is a judi- 


ment (wherein the Apoſtle prays the Phzisp- 
pians might abound) to approve the things that 
are excellent, and accordingly to make his 
Ichoice, This is a ſenſe (little thought of 
by the Author ) wherein that ſober Speech 
of 'the voluptuous Philoſopher is moſt certain- 
ly true, e{ man cannot live happily, without 
living wiſely, No man ſhall ever enjoy the 
eternal pleatures hereafter, that in this acquits 
not himſelf wiſely . here, even iz this chuſing 
Iehe better part, that ſhall never be taken from 
him, In this the plain 7:ghteous man out-vies 
tne greateſt Sophies, the Scribe, the Diſpu- 
ter, the Politician, the prudent Mammoniſt, 

| the 


He may for a time weep and mourn, while the} 


his ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, and his} 


cious man; he hath in a meaſare that judg-| 


< _ 
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{matters that concern an eternal felicity ! It 


- lad boc) as *tis call'd; when perſons, in eve- 


all think themſelves highly to have merite 
to be accounted wiſe : And that this poin 
of wiſdom ſhould eſcape thesr notice, and be 


. ithe facete Wit; who in their ſeveral ce 


ved into nothing elſe but the D:vime good plea- 
Iſuze ! -In this contemplation our Lord Jeſus 
{Chriſt is ſaid to have rejoiced 12 Spirit, (it 
leven put his great comprehenſive Soul into 
an extaſie), Father, 1 thank, thee, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
ifrom the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them 
zo babes;, even ſo Father, becauſe it pleaſed 
thee Here was a thing fit to. be refle&ed on, 
as a piece of Divine Royalty z a part worthy 


{rious ſpirit would it not amaze, to weigh 
jand ponder this cafe-a while ; toſee men'ex- 
(celling in all other kinds of knowledg, ſo far 
[excelled by thoſe they moſt contemn, in the 
higheſt point of wiſdom; ſuch as know how 
to ſearch into the abſtruſeſt Myſteries of Na- 
Zure; that can unravel, or ſee through the 
[moſt perplext intrigues of State; that know 
how to ſave their own Stake, and ſecure their 
Yrivate Intereſt in whatſoever times; yet ſo 
little ſeen ( often, for not many wile) in the 


puts me in mind of ( whatl find obſerved by 


ſome) the particular madneſs (a dementia qua- 


1 


bo thing elſe, capable of ſober rational dif- 


ourſe, when you bring them to ſome one 
thing ( that in reference to which they þbe- 
| came 


the principal thing with him, can be reſol-| 


—_— 


lthe Lord of heaven and earth! And what ſe-! 


uk. IO:21, | 
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came diſtempered at firſt) they rave and are 
perfetly mad: How many that can manage 
a diſcourſe with great reaſon and judgment 
about other matters, who when. you come 


At.7. 22, 


Luk. 12c 


to diſcourſe with them about the affairs of 
rattical goalineſs, and which moſt dire&ly 
tend to that future ftate of bleſſedneſs, they are 
as at their wits end, know not waat to ſay 5 
they ſavour not thoſe things ? Theſe are things 
10t underſtood, but by ſuch to whom it 25 gi- 
ven: And ſurely that given wiſdom is the 

oft excellent wiſdom. Sometimes God doth, 
as 1t were, ſo far gratifie the world, as to 
dpeak their owa language, and call them wiſe 
that affe& to be called ſo, and that wil- 
dom which they would fain have go under 
that name ;, doſes *tis ſaid was sKillPd in all 
the wi/dom of Ezypt, 8c. but at other times 
he expreſly calls thoſe wife men fools, and 
their wiſdom folly and madneſs; or annexes 
ſome diſgraceful adjz& for diſtinQion ſake z 
or applies thoſe appellatives ironically, and in 
manifeſt deriſt9n, No doubt, but any ſuch 
perſon as was repreſented in the Parable, 
would have thought himſelf to have done 
the part of a very wiſe 'man,, in entertaining 
ſuch delib:ration and reſolves, as we find he 


had there with himſelf: How ſtrange was 
hat to his ears, Thos fool, this night ſhall they 
equire thy ſoul, &c. Their wildom is ſome- 
imzs {md to bz foolzſh ; or elie called the wi/- 
dom of the fleſh, or fleſhly wiſdom ; ſaid to be 
earthly, fenfual, devilith; they are faid to be 
wiſe to do evil; while to do good they have 

no 
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(where is the wiſe? and that which they ac- 


jand' reap the fruits of their fooliſh choice ? 


no underſtanding z they are brought ſome- 
times as it were upon the ſtage with their 
wiſdom, to be the matter of divine triumph; 


ount fooliſhneſs is made to confound their 
wiſdom. And indeed do they delerve to be 
hought wile, that are fo buſily intent upon 
nomentany trifles, and trifle with eternal 
oncernments? that prefer yaniſhing ſha« 
ows to the everlaſting glory ? that follow 
ying vanities, and forlake their own mer- 
ies? Yea, will they not ceaſe td be wiſe in 
their own eyes alſo, when they lee the iſſue, 


when they find the happineſs they preferred 


othing remains to them of it, but an af- 
flitive remembrance ? that the torment they 
were told would follow, is but now begin- 
ing, and without end? when they hear 
from the mouth of their impartial Judg ; Re- 
member, you in your life-time had your good 
things, and my faithful ſervants their evil, ndw 
they muſt be comforted, and you tormented? 
when they are told, you have received the 
conſolation; you were full, ye did laugh, now 
you muſt pine, and mourn, and weep? Will 
they not then be as ready to befool them- 


before this eternal one is quite over; and} 


2<, 


ones) are they whom we ſometimes had in de- 
riſion, and for a proverb of reproach ; we fools 
counted their life madneſs, and that their en 
was without honour, but now, how are the 
numbred among the ſons of God, and their lo 


ſelves, and ſay as they, See thoſe ( righteoushy ca $3 | 


= 
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125 among the ſaints? Lhey that Were too wile 
| ;before, to mind ſo mean a thing as Relzgion 
x Cor. 1. |( the world through wiſdom knew not God, 
Krange wiſdom ! ) that could ſo w:/ely baffle 
- Conſcience, and put fallacies upon their own 
;Souls; that had ſo ingenious ſhifts to elude 
ja conviction, and divert any ſerious thought 
[from faſtening upon their ſpirits; that were 
|wont ſo ſizly to jeer holineſs, ſeemed as they 
meant to laugh Religion out of countenance z 
{* Folly is}* they will now know, that a c:rcumſpett walk- 
joy tohim;p, a faithful'redeeming of time,and improving it 
=_ = 7 order to eternity, was to do, not as fools, but 
wiſdom, 14 wiſe; and begin to think of themſelves, now 
Prov. 15; jat laſt, as all wiſe and ſober men thought of 
them before, 


; 
[ 
$ 
; 
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CHAP. XIV; 


The ſecond general Head of the int 


provement or uſe of the Dodrine 


propounded from the Text, - contain-! 


ing certain Rules or Preſcriptions of 


Duty. connatural thereto. | 
Rule 1. That we ſettle in our minds: 
the true notion of this bleſſedneſs. 
Rule 2. That we compare the temper 

of our own ſpirits with it, and lt- 

bour thence to diſcern whether we may 
lay claim to it or 26. 

} 

Hus far we have the account of the 

Truths to be conſidered and weigh'd 

= have dependence on the Doctrine of the 

ext. | 


Next follow the Duties to be praQis'd 
and done in reference thereto, which I ſhall 


lay down in the enſuing Rules or Preſcrip- 


tions, 

I. That we admit and ſettle the diſtintt no- 
tion of this bleſſedneſs in our minds and judg- 
”ents. That we fix in our own Souls, appre- 
henſions agreeable to the account this Scrip- 


ture hath given us of it. This is a Coun-| 
1; 


1. R ul, 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous: 


ſel leading and introduQtive to the reſt; and 
which if it obtain with us, will have a ge- 


that prattice which the DoQtrine already open- 
ed calls for. As our apprehenfions of this 
blefſedneſs are more diſtin and clear, it 
may be expeRed more powerfully to com- 
mand our hearts and lives. Hence it is, in 
oreat part, the ſpirits and converſations of 
Chriſtians have ſo little /avour and appearance 
of Heaven in them. We reſt in ſome gene- 
ral and confuſed notion of it, in which there 
is little either of efficacy or pleaſure; we 
deſcend not into a particular inquiry and 
conſideration what it is. Our thoughts of 
it are gloomy and obſcure; and hence is 
our ſpirit naturally liſtleſs and indifferent to- 
wards it; and rather contents it ſfelf to fit 
ſtill in a Region all lightfom round abont, 
and among objeQs it hath ſome preſent ac- 
quaintance with, than venture it {elf forth 
as into a new world which it knows but 
little of And hence our lives are low and 
carnal; they look not as though we were 
teeking the heavenly Country ; and indeed 
who can be in good earneſt in feeking after 
an unknown ſtate? This is owing to our 
negligence and infidelity. The bleſſed God 
hath not been ſhy and reſerv*d; hath not 
hidden or concealed from ws the glory of 
the other world; nor lock'd up Heaven to 


us 3 nor left us to the uncertain gueſſes of 
ur own imagination, the wild fitions of an 


unguided phanſie 5 which would have created 
+ us 


neral influence upon the whole courſe of 


| 


vs a poetical- heaven only, and have mock'd 
us with falſe Elyſiums : But though much 


in his diſcoveries to us. Life and immorta=- 
lity are brought to light in the Goſpel. The 
future bleſſedneſs (though ſome refined Heas 
thens have had near gueſſes at it ) is cer- 
tainly apprehenſible by the meaſure only of 
Gods revelation of it : For who can deter- 
mine, with certainty, of the efte&s of Di- 
vine-good pleaſure, (*tis your Fathers - good 
pleaſure to give you a. Kingdom )? Who can 
tell before-hand what fo free and boundleſs 
goodneſs will do, further than as he him- 
| ſelf diſcovers it ? The diſcovery is as free as 
|the donation. The things that eye hath mot 
ſeen, and ear not heard, and which have not 
entred into the heart of main, God hath reveal- 
ed to us by bis Spirit : And it follows, ver. 12. 
We have received the Spirit of God, that we 
might know the things freely given us of God. 
The Spirit is both the principle of the ex- 
ternal revelation, as having inſpired the Scrip- 
tures which foreſhew this glory, and of the 
?nternal revelation alſo, to enlighten blind 
minds that would otherwiſe ( puordgey ) 
never be able to diſcover things at fo great 

diſtance, ſee afar off : Therefore called the 
pirit of wiſdem and revelation, by which 
be eyes of the underſtanding are enlightned to 
now the hope of that calling, and the riches 
f the glory of his inheritance [ among} the 


rendred ). 


| ti 


But 


be yet within the vail, he hath been liberal] 


ants ( as the & there is moſt fitly to be. 
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But this #mrernal diſcovery is made by the 
mediation and interveniency of the external :| 
Therefore . having that before our 'eyes we 
are to apply our niinds to the ſtudy and con- 
ſideration of it; and in that way to expe& 
the free illumination of the holy Spirit. In 
the mean time we muſt charge our ignorance, 
'jand the darkneſs of our cloudy thoughts, 
touching thefe things , upon our erin 


that we do not attend; or our incredulity 
that we will not believe what God hath re- 
| {vealed concerning them: *Tis therefore at 
dutiful attention, and reverential Faith that 
muſt fettle and fix the notion of this bleſſed- 
neſs. If we will not regard nor give credit 
to what God hath diſcovered concerning it; 
we may fit ſtill in a torpid diſconlolate dark- 
neſs, which we our felves are the Authors 
of, or ( which is no lefs pernicious ) com-! 
paſs :our ſelves with ſparks beaten out of 
our own Forge, walk in the light of our 
own. fire, cheat our Souls with the' fond 
dream of an imagined Heaven, no-where to 
be found, till we at length lie down in fſor- 
row. How perverſe are the imaginations of 
men in this (as in reference to the way, ſo) 
in reſpe& of the end alſo; for as they take 
upon them to. fancy another way to- happi-j 
neſs quite heſides and againſt the plain word 
of God; ſo do they imagine to themſely 
another kind of happineſs, ſuch as ſhall gra- 
tifie- only their ſenſual deſires; a Afſahome- 
tar (indeed a Fools) Paradiſe ; or at beſt} - 
*tis bat a negative Heaven z they many times 
| eliter-: 


& 


W©WS Br # e Bleſſedneſs of the Righteord.- 


ſenſe too is the only meaſure) a ſtate where- 
in nothing ſhall' offend ve incommodate the 
fleſh; in which they ſhall not hunger, or 
thirſt, or feel want : and whcn they have 
thus ſtared the matter in their own thoughts, 
we cannot beat them out of ir, but that they 
deſire to go to heaven ( viz. the heaven of theit 
own making); when, did they conceive lt rrwly 
and fully, they would find their hearts to ab» 
hor. trom is, even as hell it felf. LY 

Therefore here we ſhould exerciſe an au= 
thority over our ſelves, and awaken Con- 
ſcience to its proper work and buſineſs; and 
demand of it, 7s st not reaſonable theſe divine 
aiſceveries ſhould take place with me « hath not 
God ſpoken plainly enough ? why ſhould my 
heart any longer hang in doubt with me, or 
look wiſhly towards future gloty, as if it 
were an uncouth thing? or is it reafonable 
to corifront my own imaginations to his dif- 
coveries? Charge conſcience with the duty 
it owes to God in ſuch a cafe; arid let his 
revelations be received with the reverence 
and reſignation which they challenge z and 
zn. them ſtudy and contemplate the bleſſedneſs 
of awakened Souls, till you have agreed with 
your felt fully how to conceive it. Run over 
every part of it in your thoughts; view the 
ſeveral divine excellencies which you are here- 
after to ſee and imitate ; and think what. eve: 
ry thing will contribute to the fatisfaftion and 
'contentment- of your ſpirits. This is a mat- 
| ter of unſpeakable conlequence, es l 

+ | Thex®! 


[entettain in their thoughts { of which their | 
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Therefore, to be as clear as is poſſibles! 


you may digeſt what is recommended to you 
in this XKule, into theſe more particular di- 
re&ons. 

I. Reſolve with your ſelves, to make the ai- 
wine revelation of this bleſſedneſs the prime mea- 
ſure and reaſon of all your apprebenſions con- 


it, that when you demand of your ſelves, 
What dol conceive of the future bleſſedneſs? 
and why do I conceive fo? the divine reve- 
lation may anſwer both the queſtions. I ap- 
prehend what God hath revealed, and be- 
caule he hath ſo revealed. The Lord of Hea- 


ven ſure. beſt underſtands it, and can beſt 


[help us to the underſtanding of it. If it be} 
Heb, 11, 3.jlaid of the or:igine of this world, Tice vosulu, 


lit may much more be {aid of the ſtate of the 
(other, w2 underſtand it by faith: That muſt 


linform and perfe&t our gone er in this 


\matter. 
| 2. Therefore rejett and ſever from the noti- 
07: of this bleſſeaneſs, whatſoever ts alien to the 
account Scripture gives us of it, Think not 
that ſentual pleaſure, that a liberty of finning, 
{that an exemption from the divine dominion, 
ſtance and eſtrangedneſs from God ( which 
y nature you wickedly affe&) can have any 
ngrediency into ( or conſiſtency with) this 
ate of bleſſednels. 
| 3. Gather up inta it whatſoever you can find 
by the Scripture- diſcovery to appertain or belong 
thereto. Let your notion of it be to your | 
6 
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cerning it. Fix that purpole jn your own. 
hearts, ſo to order all your conceptions about 
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uttermoſt, not only zr«e, but comprehenſive and 
Full, and as particular and poſitive, as Gods 
revelation will warrant : Eſpecially remem- 
ber *tis a ſpiritual bleſſcdnets, that conſiſts 
in the refining and perfeting of your ſpi- 
rits by the viſion and likeneſs of. the holy 
God, and the ſatisfying of them thereby for 
ever. ' 
4. Get the notion of this bleſſedneſs deeply. 
z?mprinted in your minds; fo as to abide with 
you, that you may not be always at a lojs, and 
change your apprehenſions every tine you Come, 
to think of it. Let a once well-formed Idea, 
a clear full ſtate of it be preſerv/d entire, and 


| be Cas a lively image } always before your: 


eyes, Which you may readily view upon all 
occaſions, | 


, 2, That having well fixed the notion of this 
bleſſedneſs in your minds, you ſeriouſly reflec 
#pon your ſelf, and compare the temper of your 


ſpirit with it ;, that you may find out how it 


is affetted thereto, and thence judg in what 
likelihood you are of enjoying it. 
The general averſion of mens pirits to. 
this ſo neceſſary work of /elf-refletton, is 
one of the moſt deplorable Symptomes of lap- 
ſed degenerated humanity : The wickedneſs. 
that hath overſpread the nature of man, 
and a ſecret conſciouſneſs and miſpiving hath 
made men afraid of themſelves, and ſtudi- 


{| ouſly to decline all acquaintance with their: 


own Souls; to ſhun themlelves as Ghoſts. 
and SpefFres;, they cannot endure to appear: 
VB FT 4 tO 
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Ito themſelves: You can. hardly impoſe a ſe 
| verer task upon a wicked man, than to go; 
retire an hour or two, and commune with! 
' himſelf; he knows not how: to face his own! 
| rhoughts : His own Soul is a Devil -to him, 
| ( as indeed it will be in hell, the moſt fright-) 
| ful rormenting Devil ). Yet, what power 15 
| there in man, more- excellent, more appro-; 
priate to reaſonable. nature, than that of! 
reflefting, of turning his thoughts upon him-\ 
4ſelf2 Senfe muſt here confefs it ſelf out done. 

| The eye that ſees other objects cannot ee! 
{1t ſelf: But the mind, a rational Sun, can-| 
| | not only projet its beams, but revert them 5, 
make its thoughts turn inward, It can ſee; 
{1ts own face, contemplate it ſelf, And how! 
; uſeful an indowment is this to the nature; 
of man? If he err, he might perpetuate his' 
(error, and wander-infinitely,, if he had not! 
| | this ſelt- refledting power, and if he do 
? | well, never :now without it the comfort of 
E rational ſelf approbation: Which com: ! 
| | fort Paganiſh Morality hath valued fo high-; 

ly, as to account it did aſſociate a man with 
[the Inhabitants of Heaven, and make him | 
[lead his life as among the gods ( as their | 
[Pagan [snguage is ); though the name of: 
; [the 'refleting. power [ (onſeience |}, they | 

; were leſs acquainted with ; the thing it | 
jelf they reckon'd as-a kind. of indwelling | 
Deity, ( as may be leen at large in thoſe | 
{Diſcourfes of Maximus Tyrins, and Aputeing, | ; 
baſh ypon the ſame ſubje&t , concerning the | 
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!Precept, « Familiarize thy ſelf with the PTE | 
iadds, « and this ſhalt thou do, if thou bear ! 
® thy mind becomingly towards them, being þ 

© well pleated with the things they give, and j 
i doing the things that may pleaſe thy Daemon 


'* or Genius, whom (faith he) the moſt high 15 £2v- 


God ( which they mean. by Fupiter ) hath 

© put into every man, as a derivation or ex- 
iz tration from himſelf (47%745u2) to be 
<« his preſident and guide; wiz, every ones 
< own mind and reaſon. 
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And this mind or reaſon in that. notion of 
it, as we approve our elves to it, and ſ{xdy 
ito pleaſe it,'is the ſame thing we intend by 
ithe name of Conſcience. 
| And how high. account they had of this 
work of ſelf reflettion, may appear in that they | 
jentituled the Oracle to that docuinent, Know 
thy ſelf, eſteeming it above humane diſcovery, + 
and that it could have no lower than a divine 
Original z therefore conlecrating and writing 
it up in Golden CharaGers in their Delphic | 
[Temple (as Pliny informs * us) for an hea- | 
venly-inſpired dictate. 
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\ignificancy of which Dedication Plato alſo (in 
[0 notice of, 
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] Among Chriſtians that enjoy -the benefit 
of the Golpel-reyelation, in which men may 
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behold themſelves, as one may his zatxral face 
in a glaſs, how highly ſhould this {clf-know- 
leds be prized, and how fully attained ? The 
Gotpel diſcovers, at the ſame_time, the ugly 
deformities of a mans Soul, and the means 
of attaining a true ſpiritual comelineſ{s; Yea, it 
is it {elf the inſtrument of impreſſing the 
divine image and glory upon mens ſpirits; 
which when it is in any meaſure doxe, they 
become moſt ſociable and converſable with 
themſelves, and when *tis but 2 dozrg, it fo 
convincingly, and with ſo piercing energy, 
lays open the very thoughts of mens hearts; 
ſo thoroughly rips up and difle&s the Soul, 
ſo direatly turns, and ſtrialy holds a mans 
eye intent upon. himſelf; ſo powerfully urges 
and obliges the ſinner to mind and ſtudy his 


thing, been any way operative upon mens 
ipirits, chey are certainly ſuppoſed to be in a 
good mealure acquainted with themlelves, 
whatever others are. Therefore the Apoſtle 
bids the Corinthians, if they defire a proof 
of the power and rtrath of his miniſtry, to 
conlult themſelves, | examie your ſelves }], 
and preſently ſubjoins, kzow ze rot your own 
ſefves ? intimating, it was an inſuppoſable 
things they ſhould be ignorant 5 What, Chri- 


have been under -the Goſpel ſo long, and be 
ſtrangers to your ſelves? none can think it. 
Sure *tis a moſt reproachful thing, a thing full 
of ignominy and ſcandal, that a man ſhould 
name himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet be under 

groſs 


own Soul; that where it hath effe&ed any | 


ſtians and not know your felves? Can you | 
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| groſs ignorance, touching the temper and bent 
 jof his own Soul: It ſignifies, that ſuch a 


one underſtands little of the deſign and ten- 
dency of the very Religion he pretends to be 
of, that he was a Chriſtian by meer-chance, 
that he took up and continues his profeſſion 


lia dream. Chriſtianity aims at nothing, it, 


ets a man nothing, if it do not procure him 
better ſpirit? *cis an empty infignificanr 


(thing, it hath no defign in it at all, if it do 


not deſign this. It pretends to nothing elle. 
It doth not offer men ſecular advantages, e- 
moluments, honours; it hath no ſuch aim to 
make men in that ſenſe rich, or great, or ho- 
nourable, but to make them holy, and bt them 
for God. He therefore loſes all his labour 


iand reward, and ſhews himſelf a vain trifler 


in the matters of Religion, that makes not this 


ithe ſcope and mark of his (hriſtian profeſſion and 


prattice;, and herein he can do nothing with- 


[out a conſtant ſelf-infpe&tion. As it therefore 
ihighly concerns, it well becomes a Chriitian 


under the Goſpel, to be in a continual obſer- 
vation and ſtudy of himſelf, that he may 
know to what purpoſe he is a Chriſtian ; and 
take notice, what ( or whether any ) good 
impreiiions be yet made upon his ſpirit ; whe- 
ther he gain any thing by his Religion. And 
it a man enter upon an enquiry into himtet!, 
\what more important queſtion can he put 
(than this, 1-2 what poſture am I as to my laſt 


land chief end? how is my fpirit fram?2d to-' 
[wards it ? This is in the intendment and buft- } 
nels of the Goſpel, ro fit Souls for bleſſedneſs : | 

Y 4 And 
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| our buſineſs ſhould do ir ſelf; and that the 


And therefore, if I would enquire, What am 
I the betrrer for-the Goſpel ? this is the ſenſe, 
and meaning of that very queſtion, Is my 
Soul wrought by it to any better diſpoſition 
for bleſfſedneſs? Upon which the relolution 
of this depends, am 1 ever likely to enjoy it, 

ea or no? 71 hat which may make any heart 
not deplorably ſtupid, ſhake and tremble, that 
tuch a thing ſhould be drawn into queſtion 3 
but the cale with the moſt requires it, and 
it muſt be fo. *Tis that therefore I would 
fain here awaken Souls to, and aſſiſt them in; 
that i, propound ſomething (in purſuance 
of the preſent direQion ) which might both 
aw then them to move this great queſtion, and | 
belp them in diſcuſſing it ; Both which will 
be done in ſhewing. the importance of this 


oe ] thall a little ſtay upon. 
To ſhew and urge the requiliteneſs of | 
Ss with our ſelves, - the likelihood or 


nels. 

| 2. To ciſcover that the preſent habituae, 
or diſpoiednels of our ſpirits to it, is a very 
proper apt medium, Whereby to judg there- 
of. 

" Firſt, As to the former of theſe : Methinks 


hopefulneſs of our enjoying this blefſed= | 


latter ultimate queſizon 1# ut ſelf, and then the 
ſubſerviency of the former ſubordinate one, r0- | 
wards the deciding it, Thele two thipgs __ 


| 


very mention of ſuch a bleſſedneſs, ſhould za- 
rurally prompt Souls to bethink themſelves, 


Goth x Z; belong to we £ * have I any thing to do; 
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with it ? Methinks every one that hears of it 
ſhould be beforchand with me, and' prevent 
me here. . Where is that ſtupid Soul that 
reckons it an indifferent thing to attain this 
blefſed Rate, or fall ſhort of it? When thou 
heareſt this is the common expe&ation of 
Saints, to behold the face of God, and be [atis- 
fi'd with hu likeneſs, when they awake ; Canſt 
thou forbear ro ſay with thy ſelf, and what 
ſhall become of me when” I awake ? what 
kind of awaking ſhall I have? ſhall I awake 
amidſt the beams of glory, or flames of wrath ? 
If thou canft be perſwaded to think this no}. 
matter of indifferency, then ſtir up thy drow- 
fie Soul to a ſerious inquiry, how ris likely to 
fare with thee for ever; and to that purpoſe 
put thy conſcience to it, to give a free, fin- 
[cere anſwer to theſe fevw7 Queries. 

1. Canft thou ſay thou art already certazz 
of thy eternal bleſſedneis ? Art thou fo ture, 
that thou need*ſt not enquire? 1 know not 
{who thau art that now readeſt thele lines, 
and therefore cannot judg of thy confidence, 
whether it be right or wrong; only that thou 
may'lit not anſwer too haſtily, conſider a lit- 
| tle, that certainty of ſalvation is no common | 
(thing; not amons (1 ſpeak you fee of fub- 
|jeive certainty ) the heirs of {alvation them-' 
telves. How many of Gods holy ones, that | 
cannot tay they are certain; yea, how few 
that can {ay they are ? Thar exhortation to 
a Church of Saints, Work out your ſalvation 
| with fear and trembling, ( they of whom he 
{exprefſeth ſuch confidence, (hap. 1.'6, over 

- | _ whom 
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his to be no common thing ; fo doth Chriſts 
dvice to his Diſciples, Strive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate ;, and St. Peter”s to the ſcatter- 


bs he ſo' glories, (hap. 4. 1.) implies 


aints have left us Records of the diſtreſſes 
- knd agonies of their ſpirits, under the ap- 
rehended diſpleaſure of God? May it not. 
ccaſton us to ſuſpend a while, and conſi- 
er? have we much more reaſon to be con- 
dent than they? and do we know none that 
ead ſtricter and more holy lives than we, 
nat are yet in the dark, and at a loſs in judg- 
ng their {ſpiritual ſtates? I will not ſay, that 
ve muſt therefore think our ſelves bound to 
oubt, becauſe another poſſibly better than 
e doth lo. Unknown accidents may much 
ary the caſes. But who would not think, ! 
hat reaſon and modeſty had quite forſaken 
he world, to hear ( where the odds is ſo 
aftly great) the vain boaſts of the looſe ge-| 
erality, compared with the humble fſolict- 
ous doubts of many ſerious knowing Chriſti- 
ns? To lee ſuch trembling about their ſoul- 
oncernments, who have walkt with God, 
and ſerved him long in prayers and ears 
when multitudes that have nothing where- 


" 
| 0 
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dn to bottom a confidence but Prege and [p- 
Porance, ſhall pretend themſelves: certain ! [f 
Irawing breath a while, thou wilt ſuſpe& 
thou have reaſon not to be peremptory in 
thy confidence; thou wilt ſure think thy ſelf 
roncern'd to enquire further. Urge thy Soul 
then with this queſtion again and again, Art 
thou yet certain, yea or no? 
2, Is it a comfortable ſtate to be uncertain, 
br. to have before thee apparent grounds 
of a rational and juſt doubt? For cauſlefs 
doubts may ſooner vaniſh, when their cauſe- 
leſneſs is-once diſcovered 3 and ſo they are 
eſs likely to keep a perſon that is capable of 
nderſtanding his own caſe, under a ſtated 
iicomfort. But I ſuppoſe thee, in order to 
he anſwering the foregoing Query, to have 
in ſome meaſure conſidered the caſez and that 
with a preponderating apprehenſion of dan- 


tain, man! And what, wilt thou remain un- 
certain ? wilt thou fit ſtill fo, till thou periſh ? 
ſhall thy life hang in doubt, and thy Soul be 
in jeopardy. every hour, till the everlaſting 
flames reſolve the doubt, and put the mat- 
ter out of queſtion with thee ? What courſe 
canft. thou apply thy felf to, but to enquire 
and ſearch further into thy own ftate, to 
avoid the torture of thy own fears, the pangs 
and. dreadful expeQation of a palpirating 
miſgiving heart : *Tis true, that inquiſitive 


in it. But doubtfuln.ſs joined with a re- 


{\folution of caſting off all further care, is ut- 
terly 


Ser in it,. thou-returneſt it uncertain. Uncer-! 


dil1igent douhtiulneſs hath hope anJ comfort}. 
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fterly deſperate and diſconfolate ; what re- | 

(mains to theein that caſe, but 4 fearfub look; ;* 

6 for of fiery indignation * how can't thou | 

pals an hour 1n peace, while thou- apprehend. | 

eſt 'it unlikely, thou fee the tace, and be la- ; 
Itisfied with the image of God? do not thy | 
own thoughts repreſent to thee, the amazing | 
ſights, the horrid images which ſhall tor ever | 
(entertain and poſleis thy Soul ? Art thou not 
daily haunted with Divine Horrors ? when | 
thou 1ſayeſt at night, thy bed jhall refreſh thee, | 
art thou not terrified with dreams, and affright- | 
ed with wiſiens? Doſt thou not lay in the | 
morning, would to God it were evening | 
tand in the evening, ſay, would to God it' 
were morning? And while thou knoweſt not ! 
what elſe to do, meditate only changes in- ! 
ſtead of remedies? Or if thou find no fuch 
[trouble invading thy mind, let me further) 
task : | 
| 3. Isit reaſonable to be ſecure in ſuch a ſtate 
jof uncertainty? Debate this matter a little] 
while with thy ſelf. Is it thy reaſon, or thy| 
oth that makes thee fit (till and forbear to; 
look into thy ſpiritual affairs ? Is it any owl 
itzonal conſideration, or not rather the mb 1n- 
:ſpoſit:on of a Soul, aftraid to know its own 
ate, that ſuſpends thee from inquiring ? 
hat haſt thou to ſay, that looks like a rea- 
on ? Is it that it will diſturb thy thoughts, 
interrupt thy pleaſures, fill thee with anxi- 
us cares and fears, which thou art as loth 
. o admit, as burning coals into thy boſom ? 
fs it that thou canſt not endure *to look 
upon} 
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jupon ſo dreadful an obje&, as the appearing) 
danger, Or. poſſibility of thy being miſerable to' 
eternity ? And art thou theretore reſolved! 
to {hut thine eyes, and cry peace, peace? 
{ This is to avoid a prefent inconvenience, | 
| by an eternal miſchief, C a groſs over-ſtrain-' 
;ing the Paradox)! for avoiding the pre- 
{ſent fear of Hell to run into it; as if be- 
| cauſe a man cannot bear the thoughts of dy= 
| Ing, he ſhould prefently cut his own throat. 
{Vain man! canſt thou not bear the thoughts 
; of eternal miſery 5 how wilt thou bear the 
thing? And how long-liv'd doſt thou think 
[that peace ſhall be, that thou purchaſeſt up- 
ion ſo dear and hard terms ? canſt thou pro- | 
| miſe thy {elf an hour ? may*ſ thou not loſe 
[thy purchaſe and price together the next 
{moment ? canſt thou defer thy miſery by for- | 
(getting it5 or will thy judgment linger, and 
[thy damnation ſlumber, while thou ſecurely 
(lingereſt and ſlumbereſt? canſt thou wink 
{Hell into nothing; and put it out of being, | 
by putting it out of thy thoughts ? Alas man'! 
open. thy eyes when thou wilt, thtou ſhalt 
{find thou haſt not bettered thy, caſe by ha- 
'ving kept them faſt cloſed. The ' bitterneſs 
lof death is not yet paſt. The horrid image; 
jis ſtill before thee. This is not a phanſied 


L 


EH, which a man may dream himſelf into, | 


land ( eidems opera) with as. little difficulty, 
dream himfelt out of it again: No, thy caſe 


bs miſerable and dangerous when thou com-- 


poſeſt thy {elf to ſleep; if thou awakeſt thou 
Wilt find it till the fame ; only- thou did 
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not have flept : As the Drunkard that kills 


not apprehend it before, for then thou wouldft 


a man, and after falls afleep in his drunken 
fit, he awakes and underſtands his wretched 
caſe. Would his ſleeping on, till the Officers 
arreſt had awak'd him, have mended the mat- 
ter with him ? | 

But thou wilt poſhbly ſay, Is it not bet- 
ter here to have a little quiet now, than to 
be miſerable by ſad thoughts here, and miſe- 
rable by a&tzal ſuffering hereafter too ? Is not 
one death enough ? why ſhould one kill him- 
ſelf ſo often over; and haſten mitery, as if 
it came on too ſlowly ? 

Better, man? an hard choice, Suppoſing 
thou art to be erernally miſerable, ( if thou 
underſtand?ſt that word eternity, ) the good 
of evil of this little inch of time, will figni- 
fie ſo little with thee, as hardly to weigh 
any thing in the Scale of a rational judgment, 
But what, art thou now dreaming while 
thou thus reaſoneft? Doſt thou yet no bet- 
ter underſtand thy caſe? art thou not un- 
der the Goſpel? Is it not the day of thy 
hope, and of the Lords grace and patience 
towards thee? It was ſaid, that ſleping 
would not better thy caſe; but it was not 
ſaid, that awaking would not 5 but all that 
is here faid, is deſigned to the awakening 
of thee, thit thou may*ſt know thy caſe, and 
endeavour a redreſs. Doſt thou think any 
man in his ſober wits would take all this 
pains thus to reaſon with thee, if that were 


the acknowledged and agreed ſtate of thy 


cale,]. 
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caſe, that it were already taken for grant- 
ed thou muſt periſh 2 We might'as well go 
preach to Devils, and carry down the Gol- 
pel into Hell. But doſt thou think the ho- 
ly merciful God ſent his Son and his Mi- 
niſters to mock men; and to treat with them 
about their eternal concernments, when there 
is no hope? Were that thy caſe, thou hadft 
as good a pretence as the Devil had, to 
complain of being tormented before thy time. 
But if thou be not wiltully' perverſe, in 
miſtaking the matter we are reaſoning about; 
thou mayſt underſtand, thy reaſon is here 
appealed to #2 this; Whether having lo fair 
hopes before thee, as the Goſpel gives, of 
this bleſſedneſs we are diſcourſing of, it be 
reaſonable from the apprehenſion of a meer 
poſſubility of milcarrying, ( which can only 
be. through thy wilful ſecurity and neg- 
le& ), to give up thy ſelf to-a ſupine neg- 
ligence, - and indulge that ſecurity which is 
ſo ſure to ruin thee, and exchange a poſſible 
hoped Heaven, for a certain Hell; or whe- 
ther rather it be not reaſonable to ſtir up 
thy Soul to conſider in what poſture thou 
art, towards the. attainment of this bleſſed- |- 
{nefs, that thou may*ſt accordingly ſteer thy 
courſe in order to it? If an Accufation, or 
a Diſeaſe do threaten thy life; or a ſuſpe&- 
led flaw thy Title to thy: Eſtate, would'ſt 
thou not think it reaſonable to enquire into 
thy caſe? And is it not much more deſrrable, 

{in a matter of this conſequence, to be at ſome | 
\certainty ? and prudent to endeavour it, iff 
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it may poſſibly be attained ? Whence let me 
further ask : | 
4. (anſt thon pretend it to be impoſſible ?| 
Hath God left thee under a neceſſitated ig- 
norance, in this matter ? or denied thee ſuffi- 
cient means of knowing how *tis with thee 
in reſpc& of thy ſpiritual Eſtate? Though 
he have not given thee a Liſt, or told thee 
the Number or Names of his ſan@ified ones, 
yet hath he not ſuffciently deſcribed the 
Perſons, and given the CharaQters by which 
they may be known ? And hath h@not fur- | 
niſh'd thee with a /elf-refletting power, by | 
which thou art inabled to look into thy 
felf, and diſcern whether thou be of them | 
or no? Doth he not offer and afford to 
ſerious diligent Souls, the aſſiſting light of | 
his bleſſed Spirit to guide and {ſucceed the 
enquiry? And if thou find it difficult to | 
come to a ſpeedy clear iſſue, to make a pre- | 
ent certain judgment of thy caſe ; ought 
ot that to engage thee to a patient contt- 
ued diligence, rather than in a raſh deſpair- 
ing madneſs to defiit and caſt off all? In as 
much as the difficulty, though: great, is not | 
inſuperable; and the neceſfity and advan- 
tage incomparably greater. And ( though 
ivers other things do. confefſedly fall in) 
he principal difficulty lies in thy averſation. 
nd unwillingneſs : Thou art not put to tza- 
erſe the Creation, to climb Heaven, or dig 
hrough the Earth; but thy work lies nigh 
hee, in thy own heart-and ſpirit; and what 
s fo: nigh, or ſhould be 10 famyfiar to' thee, 
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on thy own Soul, to diſcern which wa! 
*tis inclin'd and bent, thou art urged tol, 


COVEr : WIZ, | 

Secondly, That we are to judg of the hope 
fulneſs of our enjoying this bleſſedneſs, by th 
preſent habitude or diſpoſedneſs of our [Aris 
thereto, For what is that righteoulneſs whic 
qualifies for it, but the impreſs of the Go 
pel upon the minds and hearts of men * 
The Goſpel-revelation is the only R ule an 
Meaſure of that righteouſneſs: It muſt there 


TW 


wy 


{ fore conſiſt in conformity thereto. And loo 
| to the frame and delign of the Goſpel-reve 


lation, and what doth ſo direQly correſpon 
to it, as that very habitude and diſpoſedneſs 
of ſpirit for this blefledneſs whereof we ſpeak ? 
Nothing ſo anſwers the Goſpel, as a pro= 
penſion of heart towards God ( gratit'd 
in part now, and increaſing till it find a 
full fatisfation ), a deſire of knowing him 
and of being like him. *Tis the whole de- 
ſign of the Goſpel, which reveals his glo- 
ry in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, to work and 
form the ſpirits of men to this. They 
therefore whoſe ſpirits are thus. wrought 
and framed, are righteous by the Goſpel- 
meaſure, and by that righteouſneſs are evi- 
dently :ntituled and fitted tor this bleſſednels. 
Yea, that righteouſnets hath in it ( or ra- 
ther is) the Elements, the firſt Principles, 
the Seed of this bleſedneſs. There can there- 
or Mar; whereby to 
= judg 


as thy elf ? "Tis but caltmg thy eye if” 
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| reſpe&ts God ) turns the courſe of its mo- 


| freely 5 deſire earneftly 5 joy pleaſantly 3 hope 


{in order to the touching of that objettive 


Jzudg our ſtates, whether we have to do with 
this bleſſedneſs, may expe& it yea or no, thanf 
this. | 

How ſtand we affetted towards it ;, in what 
diſpoſition are our hearts thereto ? Thoſe fruits| 
of rishteoutneſs, by which the Soul is qua- 
lifted to appear without offence in the day 
of Chriſt , the ſeveral graces of the ſanQi- 
tying Spirit , are nothing elſe but. ſo many 
holy Principles, all diſpoſing .the Soul to- 
wards this bleſſedneſs, and the way to itz 
mortification, ſelf-denial, and godly ſorrow, take 
it off from other obje&s, the yorld, ſelf, 
and fin, repentance ( that part of it which 


tion towards God the end; faith direRs it 
through Chriſt the way; love makes:it move 


confidently 5 humility, evenly; fear, circum- 
lpeRly ; patzence, conſtantly and perlevering- 
ly. All confpire to give the Soul a right 


fult of them all is heavenlineſs, an heavenly 
temper of ſpirit, For they all ( one way or 
other )), as ſo many Lines and Rays have 
reſpec to a bleſſedneſs in God ( which is hea- 
ven) as the pozrt at which they aim 3 and 
( the &uſpis ) the pornt in which they meet, 


point, is heavenlineſs. This is the ultimate 
and immediate diſpoſition of heart for this 
bleſſedneſs; the reſult { the rerminu produ- 
tus ) of the whole work of righteouſneſs 
in the Soul > by which tis {aid to be as it 
| , were, 


diſpoſition towards this bleſſedneſs. The re-|- 
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. {ture is every-where pregnant and full © 


is ſure, They ſhall have Heaven whoſe hearts 


iFlory, and honour, and immortality, ( which 


were, nata ad gloriam, begotten to the eter- 
nal inheritance. Concerning this therefore 
chiefly inſtitute thy enquiry. - Demand of 
thy 1elf, Is my Soul yet made heavenly, bent 
upon eternal bleſſednels, or no? And here 
thou mayeſt eafily apprehend, of how great 
concernment it is, -to have the right noti- 
on of Heaven, or future blefſednets, as was 
urged under the foregoing Rule, For if thou 
take for it another thing, thou,-miſſeſt thy 
mark, and art quite befide thy buſineſs: Bur 
if thou retain a right and ſcriptural ſtate and 
notion of it, The Rule thou art to judg by 


are intent upon it, and framed, to it. _ 


this. | | : 
. The Apoſtle plainly intimates, thzs will be 


Iy it cannot be unſafe for us to judg our 
felves by the fame Rule ).. He tells us, Wher 
God ſhall judg every one according to his works 
C the great buſineſs of the judgment day), 
eternal life ſhall be the portion of them, who! 
by patient continuance in well-doing, ſought 


are but other expreſſions of the ſame thing): 
What can be more plain ?. They ſhall have 
eternal life and glory that ſeth, it ;, whole 
hearts are towards it. Again, ſpeaking of 
true Chriſtians, ſrexglmwos, (z.e. ina way 
of contradiſtintion from P/exdo-Chriſtians, 
ſuch as he ſaith were enemies of the Crols), 


I | thefe 


the R ule of Gods final Fudgment. ( Certain-| 


Rom, 2, 
0, 7e 


he gives us (among other.) this brand. .off. 
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Phil. 3.18, 
19, 20s | 


1 


C01.3:1,2, 
3, 4+ 


ſach, whence we lock, for a | Saviour }, not} 


thele latter, that they dra mind earthly things, 
ant! tells us, their end would- be deſtruttion, 
but gives us this oppoſite Chara&ter of the 
other, our converſation 4 wm heaven ; our 
trade and buſinets, our daily - negotiations 
(as well as the priviledges of our ( itizen- 
ſhip) lie there (as his expreſſion imports ),j 
and thence intimates the op; ofite end of 


deſtruttion, but ſalvation. And in the ſam 

Context of Scripture, where they that ar 
riſen with Chriſt, and who ſhall appear with 
him in glory, are requir'd to ſet their [mind] 
on things above, not on things on the earth -| 


| 
| 


Fleb 11.1, 
F3, 16, 


; their duty only, but their charatter, we are 


That we may underſtand this, not to be 


immediately told, they who follow not this! 
counſel, and mortifie net their earthly mem-| 
bers ( thoſe luſts that diſpoſe men towards! 
the earth, and to grovel in the duft, as the} 
graces of the Spirit diſpoſe them heaven- 
ward, and to converſe with glory) are the| 
children of diſobedience, upon whom the wrath| 
of God cometh. The Faith the juſt live by, 
5 the ſubſtance of things hoped for, &c. Such! 
believers are confeſſed, avowed ſtrangers on| 
earth, and ſeekers of the better, the heaven- 
ly Country, whence *tis faid, God will nor be 
aſhamed to be called their God; plainly im- 
plying, that as for low terrene ſpirits, that 
love to creep on the earth, and embrace 
Dunghills, God will be aſhamed of them; 
he will for ever diſdain a relation to them, 
while and «as ſuch, And if we will be de- 
termined; 


anon. 


. 
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-Jof heart heaven-ward, as if the fainteſt de- 


termined by the expreſs word of our great 
Redeemer, to whom we owe all the hopes 
of this bleſſednels; when he had been ad- 
viſing not to lay up treaſure on earth, but 


reaſure, thy great intereſt, thy precious and 
oft. valuable good be above, that will at- 
ra& thy heart, it will certainly be diſpoſed 
hitherward. | 
| Yet here it muſt carefully be conſidered, 
hat in as much as this bleſſedneſs is thy 
end, 1.e. thy ſupream good ( as the notion of 
treaſure allo imports) , thy heart muſt be 
et upon it above any other enjayment ;, elfe 
all is to no purpoſe. *Tis not a faint, flight, 
over-maſtered inclination that will ſerve the 
turn, but (as all the forementioned Scrip- 
ures import) ſuch as will befpeak it a mans 
buſineſs to ſeek Heaven, his main work; 
and give ground to ſay of him, his heart 7s 
there, If two Lovers 1ollicite the ſame per- 
ſon, and ſpeaking of them in comparifons 
ſhe ſay, thw hath my heart; is it tolerable to 
underſtand her, as meaning him ſhe loves 
leſs? ſo abfurd would it be to underſtand 
Scriptures, that ſpeak of ſuch an intention 


ſire, or coldeſt wiſh, or moſt lazy incon- 
ſtant endeavour were all they meant. No, 
"tis a ſteady, prevalent, vitorious diretion 
of heart towards the future glory, in com- 
pariſon whereof, thou , deſpileſt all things 
elſe ( all temporal terrene things), that muſt 


# heaven, he preſently adds, where your trea- tar 
Ware ts, there will your hearts be alſo. If thy 


? be 


(2 the (evidential) ground of' thy hope to 
enjoy it. And therefore in this deal faith- 
[fully with thy own Soul, and demand of it 
Doſt thou eſteem this blefſedneſs above all 
things elſe? Do the thoughts of it continually 
return upon thee, and thy mind and heart, as 
it were zaturally run out to it? Are thy 
chiefeſts folicitudes and cares taken up about 
it, |: thou ſhould fall ſhort and ſuffer a 
diſappointment? Doſt thou ſavour it with 
pleature; hath it a ſweet and grateful reliſh 
to thy Soul? Doſt thou bend all thy powers 
to purſue and preſs on towards it ? Urge thy 
{elf to give anſwer #-uly to ſuch enquiries; 
and to confider them fer:osſly,that thou may*ſt 
do 10. | 
Such whole ſpirits are either moſt highly 
raiſed and lift up to Heaven, or moſt deeply 
depreſt and ſunk. into the Earth, may make 
the cleareſt judgment of themſelves. With 
them that are of a middle temper, the trial 
will be more difticult, yet not fruitlels, if it 
be managed with ſerious diligence, though | 
no certain concluſion or judgment be made 
tiereupon. 

For the true deſign and uſe of all ſuch en- 
quirits and refleftions upon our ſelves (which 


znto a ſtate of ceſſation from further endeavours 
as 4f we had nothing more to do (ſuppote 
| we juds the beſt of our ſtate that can be 
thorvght ), bur to' keep us 3n a wakeful temper, 
of '/pirit ,, that we may not forget our ſelves 
in tae great buſineſs we have yet before 

| us, 


letit be duely conſidered) is, mot to bring us | 
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us, but go on with renewed vigor through 
the whole courſe of renewed endeavours, 
wherein we are to be ſtill converſant, till 
we have attained our utmoſt mark and end. 
Therefore is this prefent enquiry direQed, 
as introduttive to the further duty, that in 
the following Rules is yet to be recom- 
mended. | 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Rule 3. DireJing ſuch as upon enqui- 
| 7y find, or ſee cauſe to ſuſpe, a to- 
tal averjation in themſelves to this 
bleſſedneſs, to be ſpeedy and reſtleſs 
in their cadeavours to have the tenr- 
per of their ſparits altered and made 
ſutable to it, Doubts and Objedi- 
ons concerning the uſe of ſuch en- 
aeavonrs, in ſuch a caſe, anſwered. 
Sozre Conſiderations to enforce this 
Diredion propounded and preſſed. 


3 Fat if npon ſuch refieftion we find or 
| ſuſpett our ſelves wholly diſaffetted and 
inſutable ro this bleſſedneſs, we apply our ſelves 
o ſpeedy inceſſant endeavours to get the temper. 
j* our ſpirits changed and fitted thereto. 

' The ſtate of the cafe {peaks it 1elf, that 
there is no fitting ſtill here, This is no con- 
dition (Soul) to be reſted-i;i ; unteſs thoa 
art provided to encounter the terrors of 
eternal darkneſs, and endure the torture of 
everlaſting burnings. Yet am I not unappre- 
heniive how great a difficulty a. carnal hearc 
will make of it, to beſtir it felf in order to 
any redreſs of {o deplorable a cale. And how 
: | Yeas 
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real a difficulty it is, to ſay any thing that 
vill be thought regardable to ſuch a one. 
ur {ad experience tells us, That our moſt 
ficacious words are commonly wont to be 
ntertained as negle&ed pufts of winds; our 
oft conviftive reaſfonings and perſwaſtye 
xhortations loſt ( yea, and though: zhey are 
anaged too in the name of the great God ) 
s upon the deaf and dead: Which is too 
dften apt to. tempt into that reſolution, of 


[peaking 10 more in that name. And were it 


pot that the dread of that great Majeſty re- 


Itrains us, how hard were it to forbear ſuch 


Expoſtulations 5 <* Lord, Why are we com- 
f* monly ſent upon ſo vain an errand ? Why 
* are we required to ſpeak to them that 


i Truths and Counſels to the contempt of 
© ſinful Worms 3 to labour day by day in 
*£yain, and ſpend our ſtrength for nought ? 
Yea, we cannot forbear to complain, © None 
i ſo labour in vain as we : Of all men none 
lo generally improſperous and unſuccels- 
«ful. Others are wont to ſee the fruit of 
ic their Jabours, in proportion to the expence 
© of ſtrength in. them : But our ſtrength is 
<labour and forrow ( for the moſt part ) 
© without the return' of a joyful fruit. The 
* Husbandman plows in hope, and ſowes in 
<« hope, and is commonly partaker of his 
&« hope: We are ſent to plow and ſow a- 


« Way z how ſeldom fall we upon good 
* ground ? Where have we any' increaſe ? 


| 


ic will not hear, and expoſe thy ſacred 


© mons Rocks and Thorns, and in the high- 


«Yea, 
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« Yea, Lord, how often are men the harder 
© for all our labours with them, the deader 
E for all endeavours to quicken them ? Our 
© breath kills them whom thou ſendeft us to 
< ſpeak life to; and we often become to them 
© a aradly ſaueur. Sometime, when we think 


. {© ſomewhat is done to purpoſe, our labour 


«all returns, and we are to begin again and 
[<< when the duties we perſwade to, come di- 
: realy to' crols mens intereſts and carnal in- 


© clinations, they revolt and ſtart back, as if 
F-we were urging them upon flames, or the 
* Swords point; and their own Souls and 
F© the eternal glory are regarded as a thing 
© of nought : Then Heaven: and Hell become 
« with them Phancies' and Dreams; and all 

that we have faid to them falſe and fabu- 
lous. We are to the moſt as menthat mock, 
F< in our moſt ſerious warnings and counſels ; 
Eand the word of the Lord ts a reproach. We 
ſometimes fill our mouths with Arguments, 
F- and our hearts with Hope, and think, fure 
*they will now yield; but they eſteem our 
© ſtrongeſt reaſonings (as Leviathan doth Iron 
©and Braſs) but as Straw and rotten Wood ; 


*at the ſhaking of the Spear, Yea, and when 
©we have convinc'd them, yet we have done 
nothing; thoush we have got their Fudg- 
F* m2nts and Conſciences on our fide and their 
; own, their Zuſts only reluQate and carry 
Call. They will zow have their way though 
» they periſh. We ſee them periſhing under 
{our very eye, and we cry to them ( inthy 
PERS © name, 


and laugh at Divine threatnings as he doth 
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*K name, O Lord) to turn and live, but they 
© regard us not. For theſe things ſometimes 
f* we weepin ſecret, and our eyes trickle down, 
{ with tears yea, .we cry to thee, O Lord, 
F 2nd thou heareſt us not ; thy hand ſeems 
F ſhortened, that it cannot ſave; it puts not 
{on ſtrength as in the days of old : It hath 
I ſnatch'd Souls by thouſands, as firebrands 
£ out of the fire; but now thou hideſt and 


( 

fr port? To whom is the Arm of the Lord 
f* revealed ? Mean-while even the Devils in- 
& ftruments proſper more than we: And he 


entice down Souls to Hell, ſucceeds more 


f© ven. 
{ But we muſt ſpeak, whether men will hear 


ith fear and trembling. Oh, how ſolemn a 
uſineſs is it to treat with Souls ! and how 
uch to be dreaded, leſt they miſcarry through 
ur imprudence or negle&t! I write with 10- 
icitude what ſhall become of theſe lines; with 
what effe& they will be read (if they fall 
into ſuch hands) by them, whom they moſt 
concern: Yea, and with ſome doubt, whe- 
ther it were beſt to write on or forbear : 
Somietimes one would incline to think 1t a 
merciful Omiſſion, leſt we add to the account 
and torment of many at laſt z but ſenſe of duty 
owards all, and hope of doing good to ſome m 

verſway. Conſidering therefore the ſtate 0 


{uch Souls I am now dealing with, I appre- 
|  hend 


© that makes it his buſineſs to tempt and 


© than we that would allure them to Heas | 


br forbear; though it concerns us to do it | 
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end their may be obſtruQions to the enter- | 

ainment of the counſel here recommended, 
f two ſorts; partly in their minds, partly 

_ pntheir hearts; ſomething of appearing reaſon, | 
ut more of real perverſe will, That which 
ſhall do in purſuance of it, will fall under 
two anſwerable heads : 


1, A reply to certain Doubts and Oh- 
zjetions, wherein to meet with the for- 
mer, ; 

2. The propoſal of ſome Conſiderations, | 
wherein to contend againſt the latter. | 


As-to the firſt: It appears, men are grown 
:ngeniouſly wicked, and have learned how to 
diſpute themſelves into Hell; and to neglect 
what concerns their eternal blefſedneſs with 
ome colour and pretence of reaſon. It will there-» 
fore be worth the while to diſculs a little 
their more ſpecious pretences, and conſider, 
their more obvious ( ſ{uppoſable ) ſcruples, | 
which will be found to concern, either the 
poſſubality, lawfulneſs, advantage, or neceſſity of 
the endeavours we perſwade to, 


07 :, Or, 35 there any thing we can do in order to 
the change of our own hearts ? We find our ſelves 
altogether undeſirous of thoſe things wherein you 
ſtate bleſſedneſs, and they are without ſavour to 
5 If therefore the notion you give us of bleſ- 
fedneſs be right, all the work neceſſary to qualifie 
#5 for it us yet tobe done 5, we yet remain wholly. 

| deftitute 
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deſtitute of any principle of life, that may diſ- 
| poſe ms to ſuch reliſhes and enjoyments. If the 
new (reature (4 you ſay) conſift in a ſutable 
temper of Spirit unto ſuch a ſtate as ths, "tis 
as yet wholly unformed in us: eAnd # there 
any thing to be done by a dead man in order to 
life ? Can a Child contribute any thing to' its 
firſt formation? or a Creature to its coming into 
being? * 

It you were ſerious in what you ſay, me- 
thinks you ſhould have little mind to play 
the Sophiſters, and put fallacies upon your 


your ſoul. And what elſe are you now do- 
ing? For ſure, otherwiſe one would think 
it were no ſuch difficulty to underſtand the 


meer being of any thing, and ( the eſſe tale ) ts 
being . ſuch or obs by the addition of ſomewhat 
afterward to that being, Though nothing 
could contribute to its ow? being ſimply; yet 
ſure when 2t 75:2 being, it may contriliage to 
the bettering or perfe&ing of it ſelf, (even as 
the unreaſonable creatures themſelves do) : 


ing with deſign, it may aG deſfignedly in or- 
der to its becoming 1o or ſo qualified, or the 
attaining of ſomewhat yet wanting to its per- 
fetion. You cannot be thought ſo ignorant, 
but that you know the zew Creature is on- 
ily an additional to your former being : And 
[though it be true, that 2: can do. no more 
to its own produdion than the unconceived 
Child ( as nothing can aG before it is), doth 

| it 


ſelves, in a matter that concerns the life of 


difference between ( the eſſe ſmmpliciter ) the 


| 


And if it bea creature naturally capable of att- | 


Reply. 
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{ in ſome particulars: 


| impreſſes his Image, the glaſs through which 


- [what ſenſe is carried under them ; what they 


it therefore follow, that your reaſonable Soul, 
in-\'which it is to be formed, cannot ute 
{ Gods prefcribed means in order to that bleſ+ 
ſed change? You cannot a&t holly as a Saint 5 
but therefore can you not a& rationally as a 
man ! I appeal to your reaſon and conſcience 


| Is it 2wpoſſible to you to attend upon the 
diſpenſation of that Goſpel, which is Gods 
power unto ſalvation, the Seal by which he 


his glory ſhines to the changing of Souls into 
the ſame likeneſs? Are you not as able to go 
to. Church as the Tavern; and to fit in the! 
aſſembly of Saints as of Mockers ? T9 
_ Is it »»poſſible to you, to conſult the writ-! 
ten word of God, and thence learn what you! 
muft be, and do in order to bleſſednels ? Will! 
not your eyes ſerve you to read the Bible as 
well as a Gazette or Play-book? | 

Is it #wpoſſible to enquire of your Miniſter, 
or an underſtanding Chriſtian Neighbour 
concerning the way and terms of bleſſedneſs ! 
Cannot your tongue pronounce theſe words; 
what ſhall I do to be ſaved, as well as thoſe, 
pray what da you think of the weather 5, or what 
news is there going ? Yet further : | 

Is it zrpoſſible to apply your thoughts to 
what you meet with ſuitable to your caſe, in 
your attendance uporpreaching, reading, or 
diſcourſe? Have all ſuch words a barbarous 
ſound in your ear? Can you not conſider! 


vingann and ſignifie? Can you not þethink 
your! 


n 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Rzghteone. 


\ 


| 


jit be impoſſible. See if you cannot ſelef&& 


your ſ{elf, Do the Do@rines of God, and Chriſt, 
and the life to come, ſignifie ſomething or no- 
thing? or do they fignifie any thing worth 
the conſidering, or that *tis fit for me to take 
notice of? | 

And yet to proceed a little further with 
you : | 
I pray you once more demand of your! 
ſelves, and put your Conſciences cloſely to 
it, Whether, when they have told you ( as 
no doubt they will), that ſuch things de- 


you, to uſe your conſidering power thus, and 
employ it even about theſe things? Do but 
make this eaſie tryal, and then ſay, whether 


one hour on purpoſe, wherein to fit down! 
by your {elves alone, with this reſolution 
Well, I will now ſpend this hour in conſidering 
my eternal concernments, When you have ob- 
tained fo much of your ſelf; ſet your thoughts 
on work, (you will find them voluble and 
unfixt, very apt to revolt and fly. off from 
thirigs you have no mind to, but )) uſe your 
authority with your ſelf; tell your Soul (or 
let it tell it ſelf ), theſe things concern thy life. 
At leaft, taking this prepared matter along 
with thee ( that thou may'ft not have this 
pretence, thou knoweſt not what to think 
of) try if thou canſt not think of thele things, 
now aQually ſuggeſted and offered to thy 
thoughts: As namely, Tr 
Conſider, That thou haſt a reaſonable im- 
mortal Soul, which as it is /zable to eternal 
my miſery, 


ſerve your conſideration, it be impoſſble to} 
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miſery, lo it-is capable of eternal bleſſedueſs. 

That. this bleſſedneſs thou doſt underſtand 
to: conſiſt only 37 the viſion of the bleſſed Go 
in being made like to him, and in the ſatrs 
ang that is thence to reſult and accrue t 
tnee. 

Conſider ( what thy very objefion ſup 
poſeth ), That thou findeſt the-temper of th 
Spirit to be altogether indiſpoſed and aver 
to ſuch a bleffſedneſs. Is it not ſo? is no 
this thy very caſe ? feel now again thy heart} 
try, is it not at leaft coldly atfe&ed toward 
this blefſed ſtate? 

Is it not then obvious to thee to conſider 
that the- temper of thy fpirit muſt be chan 
'ged, or thou/art undone ? That in as muc 
las thy bleſſedneſs lies in God, this chang 
muſt lie in the alteration of thy diſpoſition 
Jand the pofture of: thy ſpirit towards him 
Further, 

Canſt thou not conſider the power and fixed 
neſs of thy averſation from God z and with ho 
mighty a_ weight thy heart is carried and hel 
downfromhim ? Try, lift at thy heart, ſee i 
it will be raiſed God-ward- and Heaven-ward 
Doft thou not find, it is as if thou wert lifcin 
at a Mountain, that it lies as a dead weight a 

. ſtirs not ? Ponder thy caſe in this reſpe&. Anc 
then, - 

Is it not to be- conſidered, That thy tim 
is paſſing away apace?* That it thou let th 
elf alone, *tis likely to+be as bad with the! 
ito morrow as this day, and as bad next da 


5 to morrow? And if thy time expire and 
v thogd 
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thou be ſhatch'd away in this ſtate, what will 


become of thee? And doft thou not there- 
fore ſee a neceſſity of conſidering what-ever 
may be moſt moving, and molt likely to in-| 
Cline thy heart God-ward , of pleading it 
more loudly and importunately with thy 
ſelf ? | 
And canſt thou. not conſider and reaſon 
the matter thus? <O my Soul, what's the 
& reaſon that thou ſo draweſt back and hang- 
«eſt off from thy God ? that thou art 1o | 
« unwilling to be bleſſed in him? that thou 


: ſhouldſt venture to run thy ſelf upon eter- 
cir becomes not a periſhing wtetch 10 to 
c 


. [*C hearken to, or have to do with them more ? 


- [** thou canſt not think of? ſcorn eternal Ma- 
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«nal perdition rather ? What cauſe hath he 
ever given thee to diſaffte& him? What is 
<« the ground of thy ſo mighty prejudice ? 
* Bath he ever done thee hurt ? Dofſt thou 
&© think he will not accept a returning Soul? 
<« that is to give the lies to his Gofpelz and 


© provoke him in whom is all its hope, Is 
« the eternal glory an undeſirable thing? or 
<« the everlaſting burnings tolerable ? Canſt 
&« thou find a way of beins for ever bleſſed 


& or is there a ſufficient preſent pleaſure in 
<« thy ſinful diſtance from God, to outweigh 
« Heaven and Hell? Dareſt thou venture up- : 
&« on a reſolution of giving God and Chriſt 
<« their laſt refuſal; or ſay, thou wilt never 


&« gr dareſt thou venture to do what thou 
«&« Jareſt not relolve? and at the wickedneſs 


A a . a jeſty* 


&« without God; or whether he will or no? | 


IHE LT AER 


354 


1 ke Dleſjeaneſs of the Righteous. 7 


CE PH tO. Re pt NR INK or Ft 10 PA 


| © ing Saviour ? 


' ( or elſe how comeſt thou thus to objeR )? | 


« jeſty and Love? ſpurn 'and trample a bleed- 


Commune thus a while with thy ſelf, but 
if yet thou find thy heart relent nothing, 
thou canſt yet further conſider, That it lics 
[not in thy power to turn thy own heart, | 


And hence, | 
ſtreſſed (aſe ? that thou art in great ſtraits | 


{ liable to periſh ( yea, ſure to do ſo, if thou | 


| continue in that ill temper of ſpirit), and | 
wholly unable to help thy ſelf? Surely thou | 
canſt not but ſee this to be a moſt diftreſſid | 
caſe. | — 
I put it now to thy Conſcience, Whether ! 
being thus led on, thou canſt not go thus 
far ? See whether upon trial thy Conſcience 
give thee leave to lay, 1 am not able thus to 
do or think: And be not here ſoo fooliſh, as 
ro ſeparate the ation of the firf# caſe and | 
the ſecond, in judging thy ability : Thou | 
may?ſt fay no, I cannot think a good thought | 
without God : True, ſo I know thou canſt | 
not move thy finger without God ; but my | 
meanings in this appeal to tny Conſcience is, 
Whether upon trial thou findeſt not an aſſi- | 
ance ſufficient to carry thee thus far ? : 
Poſſibly thou wilt ſay, Yea, but what am | 
I the better? I am only brought to fee my | 
ſelf in a diſtreſſed periſhing condition, and | 
can get no further. | 
I anſwer, 'Tis well thou art got fo far, 
if thou do indeed {ee thy (elf periſhing, =d 
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ry way is ſhut up to thee, that thou art: be- 
)fet with calamities, and canſt no way turn 


exigency force thee down on thy knees, and 
ſet thee a-crying to the God of mercy for 
relief and help? Would not Natere it felf 
prompt to this? Is it not Natural to lift up 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven when we know 
not what: to do? 


Deun dicunt, wulgi ite naturalis eſt ſermo. Min. Fel. 


Therefore : having thus far reaſoned with 
thee about thy conſidering power : Let me 
demand of thee, if thou canſt not yet go 
ſomewhat further than conſidering ? that is, 
in ſhort: _ . 

Is it impoſſible to thee to obey this dittate 
of nature? I mean, reprefent the deplorable 
caſe: of thy Soul before him that made it; 
and crave his merciful relief? Do not dil- 
pute the matter; thou canſt not but ſee this 
is a poſſible and a” rational courſe; as thy cafe 
is. Should not 4 people ſeek unto their God ? 
Fall down therefore low before hims pro- 
frate thy felf at the foot-ſtool of his mercy; 
Aa 2 +. {aa 


thy drowſie Soul awake into any ſenſe of the 
ladneſs of thy caſe. But I intend not thus 
to leave thee here; therefore let me further- 
more demand of thee : What courſe wouldſt 
thou take in any other diſtreſs, wherein thou] 
know*ſt not what to do to help thy ſelf? would 
not ſuch an exigency, when thou findeſt thy 
ſelf pinch*d and urged on every fide, and eve- 


thy {elf to avoid them 5 would not ſuch an| 
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4 fo forbear: this'or that external a& of fin at 


ſeat. Tell him, thou underſtandeſt him to 


be the Father of Spirits, and the Father of | 


Mercies; that thou. haſt heard of his great 
mercy and pity towards the ſpirits of men 
in their forlorn lapſed ſtate : What a bleſſed- 
neſs he hath deſigned for thems what means 
he hath deſigned to bring them to. it. Tell 


4 him thou only needefſt a temper of ſpirit ſu- 


table to this blefledneſs he invites thee to; 


| That thou canſt not maſter and change thy 


ſenſual earthly heart z thou know'ſt he eaſily 
can; Thou art come to implore his help, 
that his blefied and holy Spirit may deſcend 


| and breathe. upon thy ſtupid dead Soul; and 


may t{weetly encline and ove it towards 
him; that it may. eternally reſt in him ; and 
that thou may'ſt not perith, .after ſo much 
done in order to thy bleſſednelſs, only for 
want of a heart to entertain it. Tell him, 
thou com'ſt upon his gracious incourage- 
ment, having heard he is-as ready to pive 
his Spirit to' them that ask him, as Parents 
bread to their craving Children rather than 
a ſtone; 'That''tis for life: thou ' beggeſt : 
That ?tis not ſo eafie to-thee, to think of 
p-riſhing fcr-ever': That thou canſt not de- 
fiit and give up all thy hopes :: That thou 


fhilt be in Hell ſhortly, if he- hear and help 


thee not. 2 

Lailly, If thus thou obtain. any commu- 
nication of that holy bleſſed Spirit, and thou 
find: it gently moving thy dead heart, let me 
once more demand of thee : Is it impoſſible 


this 
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this time, when thou art tempted to it? ſure 


ceſlitates thee to it ? And then certainly thou 
mayſt as well ordinarily with-hold thy «lt 
from running into ,fuch cuſtomary fenſuali- 
ties, as tend to grieve the Spirit, debauch 


irom thee, 
And if thou canſt do all this, do not fool 
thy ſlothiul Soul with as idle a conceit, That 


add ſin to ſin in all this? and jo encreaſe the 
burd:n of guilt upon my own Sul and by 
endeavouring to better my caſe, make it far 
wor ſe. | | 
Two. things T conſid r, that ſuggeſt to me 
Manner, 


this fear, The End 
p , 
of the duties you put me upon, as they will be 


ſelf yet ta lie. 


1, Manner. (As to the poſitive ations you 
adviſe to ), I have heard, the beſt attions of an 
unregenerate perſon are ſins, through the ſinful- 
neſs of their manner of doing them ;, though as 
to the matter of the thing done, they be injoin- 
ed and good: Ayd though it be trae, tharthe 


thou canſt not ſay, *tis impoſſible, What ne-| 
Conſcience, ſtupifie thy Soul, and hide, God] 


thou haſt nothing to do, but to fit ſtill, ex-| * 
rung till thou drop into Hell. 


done by me in the caſe wherein T apprehend my | 


regenerate cannot perform a ſinleſs duty neither : 
yet their perſons and works being covered over 
| with the righteouſneſs of (ariſt, are booed 1P012 4s 


- Aa 3 havin 


2, But have I not reaſon to fear, I ſhall-but [Doub. 2 


þ 
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aving no fin in them, which 1 apprehend to be 
one of my caſe. 6 
2. End. You put me upon theſe things m, or- 
er to the attaining of bleſſedneſs; and to do 
uch things with intnition to a reward, to be 
as may be doubted) unwarrantable, mercenary, 
nd ſervile. 
Firſt, As to this former. reaſon of your 
oubt 5 methinks the propofal of it anſwers 
It. For as much as you acknowledg the mat- 
er of theſe a&tions to be good and duty ( and 
lain 1t is, they are moral duties, of com- 
on perpetual concernment to all perſons and 
tes ), dare you decline or: diſpute againſt 
our aty ? 
+ There- | Sure, if we compare the evil of what x /o 
fore as to [/ubſtantially in it ſelf,. and what is ſo circum- 
Jrhar form paxriely, only by the agherence of tome xnaue 
of __— modus, or' manner ;, it cannot be hard to de- 
termine which is the greater and more dread- 
of unrege-[f#4] evil. As to the prelent caſe; ſhouldſt thou, 
rate men | when the great God ſends abroad his Procla- 
are fins },| mation of Pardon and Peace, refule to attend 
| (it, to conſider the contents of it, and thy 
"ore own cafe in reference thereto, andthereupon 
iece of |to ſue to him for the life of thy' own Soul ? 


| eply. 


1s harm- 

eſs ; but ſo uſe jt in propriety of ſpeech, and thence to -go 
bout ro make men' believe, thar 1t's a fits ro do their du- 
y, 1s voip both of truth and ſenſe, and full of danger un- 
o the Squls of mien. 

not: 
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not ſee, that thy obje&ion lies as much againſt 
every other ation of thy life ? the Wile-man 
{tells us, the plowing of the wicked 15 ſin, ( if Prov.21-4- 
that be literally to be underſtood ); and what | 
wouldſt thou therefore fit ſtill and do no- 
thing? Then how ſoon would that zdleneſs 
\draw on groſs wickedneſs? And would not 
[that be a dreadful confutation of thy ſelf, if | 
/ thou who didſt pretend a ſ{cruple, that thou * 
| mighteſt not pray, read, hear, meditate, ſhalt | | 
| not {cruple to play the glutton, the'drunkard, 
| the wanton, and indulge thy {elf in all riot 
| and exceſs? Yea, if thou do not break out 
| into ſuch exorbitancies. Would any one think 
| him ſerious that ſhould ſay, it were againſt 
| his Conſcience to be working out bis ſalvation, 
_ | and ſtriving to enter in at the firait gate ;, ſeek- | 
| ing firft the Kingdom of God, &c. Would not | 
| this found ſtrangely? And eſpecially, that in | 
the mean time it ſhould never be againſt his | . |} 
Conſcience, to trifle away his time, and live 
in perperpetual negle&s of God, in perſevering 
Atheiſm, Infidelity, hardneſs of heart, never 
regretted or ſtriven againſt : As if theſe were 
' more innocent ? | 

And what thou ſay*(t. of the different caſe .Y 
of the regenerate, is impertinent ;, for as ro | "1 
this matter, the cafe is not different, rhey 
that take themſelves to be ſuch, muſt not 
think that by their ſuppoſed intereſt in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, their real . ſins ceaſe | 
| to be ſuch, they only become pardoned ſins » 3 
and ſhall they thereijore ſin more boldly than 
other men, becaule they are ſurer of pardon ? 

Aa 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, As to the other Ground of. this 
Doubt, there can only be a fear of ſinnings 
upon this acount, to them that make more 
fias and duties than God hath made. The 
Doubt ſuppoſes Religion inconſiſtent with 
| Humanity; and that God were about to raſe 
out of the nature of man, one of the moſt 
radical and fundamental Laws written there, 
A deſire of Bleſſedneſs : And ſuppoſes it againſt 
{the expreſs ſcope and tenor of his whole 
Golpel revelation. For what doth that de- 
ſign, but to bring men to bleſſedneſs? And 
how is it a means to compaſs that deſign, but 
as it tends to engage mens lpirits to deſign it 
too? Unleſs we would imagine they ſhould 
go to Heaven blindtold, or be rolPd thither as 
ſtones that know not whither they are mov'd ; 

in which caſe the Goſpel, that reveals the 
eternal glory, and the way toit, were an uſe- 
lefs thing. If ſo expreſs words had not been 


'recomperce of reward; yea, that our Lord Je- 


Croſs, &c. this had been a little more colour- 
able, or more modeſt, 

And what, do not all men, in all the or- 
dinary ations of their lives, a& allowably | 
enough, with intuition to much lower ends ? 
everi thoſ: particular ends which the works 
of their ſeveral Callings tend to, elfe they 
ſhould a& as Bruits in every thing they do. 
And would fuch a one ſcruple, it he were 
[pining for want of Bread, to beg or labour 
{tor it for this end, zo be inbred, *Tis the 
miſtaking 


in the Bible, as that Moſes had reſpett to the | 


'[fus himlelf, for the joy ſer before him endured the | 


ttt} route 
— ———— 
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allo an ingrediency into this Doubt, (if 1 
be really a Doubt ) : Whar, is it a low thin 
to be filled with the divine fulneſs? to have 
hi glory repleniſhing our Souls ? to be perfe&t- 
ly treed from ſin? in every thing conform- 
ed unto this holy Nature and Will ? That 
our minding our intereſt in this, or any at- 
fairs, ſhould be the principal thing with us, 
is not to be thought : Our Supreme end muſt 


tbe the ſame with his, who made all things 


for himſelf, of whom, through whom, and to 
whom all things are, that he alone might have 
the glory. But ſubordinates need not quar- 


but ſerves itz and is as to it a means. God 
Is our end, as he is to be glorified and enjoyed 
by #8 : Our glorifying him is but the agnzirior 
of his glory; which: we do moſt in beholding 


{1ubordination thereto, 


3. But it may further be doubted, What" 


if it be acknowledged, that theſe are both things 
ofſible and lawful, yet to what purpoſe will it 
2e to attempt any thing in this kind? O what 
tſſurance have I of ſucceſs ! Is there any word 
f promife for the encouragement of one in my 
aſe? Or is God under any obligation to. re- 


race * Wherefore, when I have done all I can, 
e may with-hold his influence, and then Ia 

but where I was, and may periſh natwithſtand 
12g, ET, 


miſtaking of the notion of Heaven that hathi 


rel. Alower end doth not exclade the higher,} 


land parta%zng it which is therefore in direct 


ard the endeavours of nature with ſpeciall 


And 
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And ſuppoſe. thou periſh notwithſtand- 
ing! Do but yet conſult a little with thy 
own thoughts: Which is more tolerable and 
eaſie to them -to periſh, as not attaining what 
tby fainter ſtruglings could not reach; or for 


{the moſt dirett wilful rebellion, doing wickedly 


as thou couldeſt? Or who. ſhall have, thinkeſt 
thou, the more fearful. condemnation ? - He 
that ſhall truly ſay when his Maſter comes 
to judgment, <<I neyer had indeed ( Lord) 
«an heart fo fully changed and turned to 
© thee, as ſhould denote me to be the ſubje& 
« of thy ſaving pardoning mercy ; but thou | 
*knoweſt ( who knoweſt all things) I long 
<«Cand with ſome earneftneſs) did endea- 
*« yonr it. Thou haſt been privy to my ſe- 
&« cret defires and moans, to the weak fſtri- 
«vings of a liſtleſs diſtempered ſpirit, not 
& pleaſed with it ſelf, aiming at a better tem- 
« per towards thee, I negle&ed not thy pre- 
*{cribed means; only that grace which [ 


"1 ** could not challenge, thou waſt pleaſed not - 


* to give: thou didft require what I muſt 
<& conteis my 1elf to have owed thee z thou 
&« did*(t with-hold only what thou owed*lt 
« me not; therefore muſt I yield my ſelf a 
& convicted guilty wretch, and have nothing | 
« to ſay why thy ſentence fhould not pals. 
Or he that ſhall as truly hear frem the mouth 
of his Judg, © Sinner, thou walſt often fore- 
«warned of this approaching day, and call'd 
< upon to provide for it ; thou hadſt Precepe 
&« xpon Precept, and Line upon Line. The coun- 
«els of lite and peace were with frequent 

« jmpor- 


\ Eimportunity preſt upon thee, but thou re- 
cjegedſt all with proud contempt, did*ſt 
© defpiſe with the fame profane ſcorn the 
EK offers, commands, and threats of him that 
« made thee; hardenedft thy heart to the moſt | 
{© obſtinate rebellion againſt his known Laws z 
ſ* didſt all the wickedneſs to which thy 
F< heart prompted thee, without reſtraint; 
| declinedſt every thing of duty which his 
{© Authority, and the exigency of thy own 
f< cafe did oblige thee to; did*ſt avoid as 
© much as thou couldeft. to hear or know 
«any thing of my will; could not find one | 
ſerious confidering hour in a whole life- 
« time, to bethink thy ſelf, what was likely 
* to become of thee when thy place on earth 
«ſhould know thee no more. Thou mighr'ſt 
© know, thou waſt at my mercy, thy breath 
in my hand, and that I conld eaſily have 
© cut thee off any moment of that large ſpace 
i of time my patience allow'd thee in the 
Ec world; yet thou never thoughtſt it worth | 
£ the while to ſue to me for thy life. De- 
i ftruftion from the Lord was never a terror 
Eto thee. Thou wouldfſt never be brought 
© upon thy knees; I had none of thy ad- 
« dreſles; never didft thou figh out a ſe- 
« rious requeſt for mercy ; thy Soul was not 
© worth ſo much in thy account. Thy blood, 
© wretch, be upon thy Euilty head : Depart | 
© accurſed into everlaſting flames, &c. 
| . Come now, uſe thy reafon a while, em- 
loy a few ſober thoughts about this mar- 
er; remember, thou wilt have a long eter- 
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nity wherein to recognize the paſſages of thy 


ment, Were it ſuppoſable, that one who had 
done as the former, ſhould be left finally de- 
ſtitute of Divine Grace and periſh: Yet in 
which of theſe caſes wouldſt thou. chuſe to 
be found at laſt? X 

But why yet ſhouldit thou imagine fo ſad 
an iſſue, as that after thine utmoſt endeavours 
Erace ſhould be with:held, and leave thee to 
periſh ; becauſe God hath not bound himſelf by 
promiſe to thee? what promiſe have the Ravens 
to be heard when they cry ? But thou art a ſin- 
ner : True, otherwiſe thou wert not without 
promiſe; the promiſes of the firſt Covenant 
would at leaft belong to thee. Yet experi- 
ence tells the world ,his #rpromiſed mercies free- 


Ibis goodneſs, yea,but his ſpecial grace ts convey'd 
by promije oaly , and that only through Chriſt ; 
and how can it be communicated | through bim] to 
any but thoſe that are in him? What then,is the 
firſt in-being in Chriſt no ſpecial grace?or is there 
any berng in him before the firſt, that ſhould be 
the ground of that gracious communication ? 
things are plain enough, if we make them not. 
intricate, or intangle our ſelves by fooliſh 
tubtilties. God promiſes ſtaners indefinitely 
pardon, and eternal life for the fake of Chriſt, 
on condition that they believe on him. He 
Sives of his good pleaſure that grace whereby. 
he draws any to Chriſt, without promiſe dzrect- 
ly m1de to them, whether abſolute or copditio- 

mal, though he give it for the ſake of Chriſt, 
- * ASOUL BE. 


life, and the ſtate of thy cale in the laſt judg-. 
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ly flow every-where; The whole earth is full of | 
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jalſo. His diſcovery of his purpoſe to give ſuch 
Srace to ſome, indefinitely, amounts not to a 
promile claimable by any , tor if it be {aid to be 
lan. abſolute promiſe to particular perſons, who 
lare they ? whole duty 1s it to-believe it made 
{to him ? If conditional, what are the conditions 
upon which the firſt grace is certainly promi- 


{led ? who can be able to aſſign them ? 


- But poor foul! thou need*ſtnot tay to puz- 
zle thy felf about this matter. God binds hiw- 
elf to. do what he promiſes; but hath he any: 
where bound himſelf to do no more? Did he 


- [promiſe thee thy being; or that thou ſhouldſt 
{live to this day? did he promile thee the bread 


that ſuſtains thee,the daily comforts of thy life? 
Yea, ( what is nearer the preſent purpole ), 
bs he promiſe thee a ſtation under the Gol- 


pel ? -or that thou ſhouldſt ever hear the name 

f Chriſt , ifever his Spirit have in any degree 
'mov'd upon thy-heart, inclin'd thee at all feri- 
ouſly to conſider. thy eternal concernments, 


{did he before-hand make thee any promiſe of 


that ? | 
-- A promiſe would give thee a ful certainty of 


{the :ſ[ue, if it were abſolute, out of hand ? if con- 


aitional, as ſoon as thou findeſt the condition 
performed... But what canſt thou a& upon no 
lower rate than a foregoing certainty, a preafſu- 
rance of the event ? 
My friend, conſrder a little, (what thou canft 
not but kzow already) that *tis Hope ( built 
with thoſe that are rational,upon rational pro- 
babilities, with 'many,oftentimes upon none at 
all) is the great Engine that moves the woe 
tnat 
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4 pra&ices ſhall znrich him ?- the malmtious, that 


{ the hope thou haſt before thee, do as much 


that keeps all ſorts of men in ation. Doth the 
Husbandman forekwow when he Plows and 
Sows, that the Crop will anſwer his coſt and 
pains? Doth the Merchant forekvow, wher 
he imbarques his goods, he ſhall have a fafe 
and gainful return ? Doſt thou forekzow, when 
thou eateſt, it ſhall refreſh thee ? when thou 
takeſt Phyſick, that it ſhall fecover thy health 
and fave thy life? Yea further, can the co- 
vetous man pretend a promiſe, that his unjuit 


he ſhall proſper in his deſign of revenge? the 
ambitious, that he ſhall be great and honourable ? 
the voluptuous, that his pleaſure ſhall be always 
unmixt with gall and wormwood ? Can any ſay 

they ever had a promiſe to aſcertain them that 
profaneneſs arid ſenſuality would bring them 
to Heaven? that an ungodly diffolute life 
would end in bleſfedneſs? Here the Lord 
knows men can be confident and a@ive 
enough without a promiſe, and againft many 
an expreſs thteatning. Wilt thou not upon 


for thy ſoul, for eternal bleſſedneſs, as men 
do for uncertain riches, ſhort piezfures, an 
airy ſoon-blaſted name ? yea, as muck as men 
deſperately do to damn themſelves, and pur- 
chaſe their own. ſwift deſtruction ? Xe 
Or canſt thou pretend, - though thou haſt no 
pre-afſuring promiſe, thou hai no hope? Is | 
it nothing to have heard ſo much of Gods gra- 
cions Nature? Is it ſuitable to the reports, 
and diſcoveries he hath made of himſelf, to 
let a poor wretch periſh at his feet, that lies 
proſtrate 
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| proſtrate there expe&ting his mercy ? Didſt 


| he ſuſpends his grace, all thou doſt will be in 


| 


(<< lution? If the Husbandman ſhould ſay, 


|< hold his bleſſing, or if an invading enemy 


thou ever hear he was 1a little a lover 0 

ſouls? Do his giving his Son, his earneſt 

unwearied ftrivings-with finners, his long pa- 
tience, the clear beams of Gofpel-light, the 
amiable appearances. of his Grace, give ground 
for no better, no kinder thoughts of him ? 
yea, hath he not expreſly ſtiled himſelf che God) 
hearing prayers, taken a name on purpole to en- 
courage all fleſh to come-to him ? Wilt thou|Plal. 65-24 
dare then to adopt thoſe profane words, what 
profit is it to pray to him ? and fay, 'tis better; 
fit till, refolving to periſh, than addreſs to 
him, or ſeek his favour, becauſe he hath not 
by promiſe aſſured thee of the iſſue, and that, if 


Job21.15e 


vain ? 
<« How wouldft thou judg of the like reſo-) 


« when I have ſpent my pains and coſt in| 
© breaking up and preparing the Earth, an 
« caſting in my Seed; if the Sun ſhine not 
« and the rain fall not in ſeaſon, if the influ4 
« ences of Heaven be ſuſpended, if God with 


< anticipate my Harveſt, all 1 do and expend i 
« to no purpole; and God hath not aſcertain” 
«© me of the contrary, by expreſs promiſe 
« *tis as good therefore fit ftill. Cenfure an 
«* anſwer him and thy ſelf both together. 


But thou wilt yet it may be ſay, that though all Doub. 1. | 
this may be poſſibly true, yet thou canſt not a 
#bis while be corvinc'd of any need ſo earneſtl 
Ef: t 
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to buſie thy ſelf about this affair. For God is wont 
- zo ſurpriſe fouls by preventing als of Grace, ts be 
found of them that ſought him not, to break in by 
an irreſiſtible power, whieh they leaſt thought of. 
And to go about to anticipate his grace, were to 
detrath from the freeneſs, and ſo from the glory 
of it. 
But art thou not in all this afraid of charging 
God fooliſhly? When the merciful God, in 
compaſſion to the ſouls of men, hath given his 
Golpel, conſtituted and ſetled a ſtanding Of- 
fice to be perpetuated through all ages for the 
publication of itz Invited the world therein 
'jto a treaty with him, touching the concern- 
ments of their eternal peace; required ſo ftri- 
y their attendance to,and moſt ferious confide- 
ation of his propoſals and offers 3 encoura- 
ed, and commanded their addreſſes to him, 
et up a Throne of Grace on purpole, wilt thoa 
are to fay, all this isneedlels ? 

When God {peaks to thee; is it zeedleſs for 
hee to hear him, or regard what he ſaith ? or 


Reply. 


oul to him, wilt thou ſay, *t# a needleſs | 
hing ? 
Doſt thou nof plainly fee, that the peculiar 


hee,ſpeaks them zeceſſary,as means to their de- 
1gnedend z whence allo they are fitly called 

eans of Grace ? Is not the Word of God 
he immortal ſeed? Are not Souls begotten by 
hat Word to be the firſt fruits of his ((reatures ? 
s$ it not the Type, the Mould, or Print by 


hich Divine Impreſſions are put upon the 
bas | Soul : 


Neceſſitas 
meats. 


[Pet.1.23. 
; Jam. I . || 8, 
Rom 6.17. 


Joh L7:17- 


hen he commands thee to,pour forth thy | 


ppropriate aptitude of the things preſt upon| 


_. 
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|ſelves to him; Come now, let us reaſon toge- x 


Soul : The inſtrument by which he ſantiifes.' 
Pro not the exceedins great and precious | 


romiles the Vehiculs , the Conveighancers | 


}f the Divine Nattire ? And what can be the | Pet. I. 


means to mollifie and melt the obdurate heart ' 
of a ſinner, to aſſwage its enmity, to over- | 
ome it into the love of God, to transform | 
: into his Image, but the Goſpel dulcovery 
f Gods own gracious and holy Nature ? 
= can it operate to this purpoſe with- 


ut being Heard, or read, and underitood, | 


m_ conſidered, and taken to heart ? Do 
|but compare this AMeans God works by, 

(with the Subjef to be wrought upon, and 
ithe Efe&} to be wrought, - and nothing can 


ſponding. 


But in as much as there hath been an en- 
'mity between God and fintiers, and that 
{therefore the whole entire means of reconct- 
liation muſt be a Treaty, and. that a Trea- 
lry cannot be managed or conceived with- 
out mutual interlocution therefore mult the 
ſinner have a way of expreflins irs own. 
fenſs to God, as well as he ſpeaks his mind 
to it; which ſhews the neceſſity of Prayer | 
[to0 : "and therefore, becauſe the Peace begins | 
,on his part, (though the War began on 
{ours), he calls upon fianers to open them- | 


be conceived more adequate and fitly corre- 


_—_ {46 IRA IVES a ti. 


| ther : he invites addreſſes; Seek the Lord i TX 


; While he 'may be found, and call upon him 
| while be is nigh, &c. And doth not the 
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| hatural relation it felf between the (rearoy | 
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1 Neceſſitas 


preteptz, 


Jand a Creature require this, beſides the exi-' 
gency. of our preſent . caſe? Every Crea-- 


to all thy concernments, *both of time and 


ture .is a Supplicant; its neceſſary depen- 
dance is a natural Prayer. The eyes of all 
things look, up, &c. "Tis the proper glory 
of a Deity to be depended on and addreſt | 
to. Should not a people ſeek, unto their God? 
'Tis an appeal to reaſon; is it not a congrus- | 
ous thing ? ; 
Further, Doſt thou not know, thy Ma- 
kers Will ade known. infers upon thee a. 
neceſſity of obeying; unleſs thou think the | 
breach between God and thee is better to | 
be healed by R ebellion ,, and that the on- 
ly way to expiate wickedneſs, were to | 
continue and multiply it. Is it a need- 
leſs thing to comply with the Will of him | 
that gave thee Breath and Being ? And | 
whoſe Power is ſo abſoute over thee, as | 


\ 
© 

$ 
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eternity ? 

Again, while thou pretendeſt theſe things 
are needleſs, come now, ſpeak out freely ; 
What are the more neceſſary affairs where- 
in thou art ſo deeply engaged, that thou | 
canſt not ſuffer a diverſion ? What is the 
fervice and gratification of thy fleſh and 
ſenſe ſo important a buſineſs, that thou | 
canſt be at no leifure for that more needleſs | 
work of ſaving thy Soul? Where is thy rea- | 
fon and modeſty? Doft thou mind none | 
other, from day to day, but neceſſary affairs ? | 
Doſt thou uſe, when thou art tempted to | 
yain dalliances, empty diſcourſes, intempes- | 

rate | 
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rate indulgence to thy appetite, fo to an- 
1wer the temptation, 1r #s not neceſſary ? Or 
art thou ſo deſtitute of all Conſcience and 
ſhame, .to think it #nneceſſary ro work -out 
thy ſalvation, to ſfrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate that leads to life? but moſt indilpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to be very critically curious 
about what thou ſhalt eat, and drink, and 
put on; and how to ſpend thy time with 
-{greateſt'eaſe and pleaſure to thy fleſh, that 
it may not have the leaſt cauſe to complain 
It is negleGted ? 


bf them that ſought him not , to the purpoſe 
thou intendeſt it, is a moſt ignorant or ma- 
licious abuſe of Scripture. The Prophet is 
in that Text foretelling the Calling of -the 
Gentiles; who, while they remained ſuch, 
did not (tis true) enquire after God ;, bur 
then he expreſly firſt tells us, ( perſonating. 
op ), 1 am ſought of them that asked not 
or me, (that is, after the Goſpel came among 
hem ), and then *tis added, I am fornd { up- 
vn this ſeeking, plainly) of them that ſought 
- *me'not, (5.e. who once in their former dark- 
els, before I revealed my felf in the. Goſ- 
jel-diſpenſation to them, ſought me not): 4.4. 
am xow fought of a people that lately ſought 
me not, nor asked after.me, and I am 
ound of them. But what's this to thy cale.z 
hom God hath been, in the Goſpel, ear- 
eſtly inviting |to ſeek after him, and thou 
il this while refuſeft to comply with the 
wvatation 2 Sod Th 
| Bh 2 And 


| Thy pretence, That God is wont to be found T 
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And ſuppoſe thou hear - of ſome rare in 
ances of per{ons, ſuddenly ſnatch'd by the 
ana of Grace out of the midſt of their 
wickedneſs, as fire-brands out of the fire, Is 
therefore the ſafeſt courſe to go on in a 
anifeſt rebellion againſt God, till poſſibly 
e may do 1ſo by thee alſo? How many 
Jnouland may have dropt into” Hell _ 
Jnou heard'ſt of fuch an inſtance, ( as 
prorthy perſon ſpeaks to that purpoſe * )? 
f thou haſt heard'of one Eljah fed by Ra- 
pens, and of {ome thouſands by our Savi- 
durs Miracles, canſt thou thence plead a re- 
peal of that Law to'the World, T]; hey that 
will not labour ſhall not ear? Or is it a fſa- 
fer or wiſer courſe- to wait till food drop 
into thy mouth 'from Heaven, than to- uſe 
prudent care for the maintenance of thy 
ife ? If thou ſay, thou heareſt but of few 
that are wrought upon in this way, of therr 
own foregoing txpettation and endeavour \, Re- 
member, ( and tet the thought of it ſtartle 
thee), that there are but few that are ſ(a- 
ved, - And therefore are ſo few wrought up- 
on in this way, becauſe fo few will be per- 


God hath not bound himſelf to- the meer 
natural endeavours of his Creature neither), 
that ever any took -this courſe, and perſiſted 
with faithful Ciligenee, but they ſucceeded 
init? 

What thou talkeſt of the freeneſs of Gods 
grace, looks like 'an hypocritical  pretence. 
Is there no way to honour hs —_— by 

| ront- 


{ſwaded to it- But canft thou fay ( though! 
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affronting his authority ? but-to lin, that grace 
may abound? Sure grace will be better pleaq 
ted by Obedience, than by fuch Sacrifice. 


Gods means to help it ſelf, doth that look 
| like merit? Is the Beggar afraid thou ſhouldf! 
interpret his coming ro thy door and {ſeek 
ing thy alms, to fignifie, * as if he tnough 
he had deſerved them? I hope thou wil 
acknowleds thy {elf leſs than the leaſt of al 
Gods mercies, and that thou canſt not de- 
ſerve from him a morſel of Bread; mayet| 
_| thou not therefore in thy neceſſity labour 
for thy living, left thou ſhouldft intrench 
upon the freenels of Divine Bounty ? With 
as much wiſdom and reaſon mightſt thou 
decline the uſe of all other means to pre-ſ 
lerve thy life ( which thou muſt owe always 
to free mercy ), to eat when thou art hun- 
gry, to take Phyſick when thou art _— 
leſt thou ſhouldſt intimate thy ſelf to have 
merited the ſtrengta and health fought 
thereby. 

Nor can I think of any rational pretence 
that can more plauſibly be inſiſted on, than, 
theſe that have been thus briefly difcult. And 
it muſt needs be difficult to bring any ap- 
pearance of reaſon for the patronage of ſo 
ill a cauſe, as the careleſs giving up of a 
mans Soul to periſh eternally, that is viſibly 
capable of eternal bleſfſednels. And certain- 
ly were we once apprehenſive of the caſe, 
the attempt of diſputing a man into ſuch a 
rz{olution, would appear much more ridicu- 
- +. Wu t2 X lous. 


For a miſerable periſhing wretch to ulq « 
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ous, than if one ſhould gravely urge argu- 


ments to all the neighbourhood, to perſwade 
hem to burn their houſes, to put out their 
eyes, to kill their children, and cut their own 
hroats. And {ure, Tet all imaginable pretences 
be debated to the uttermoſt, and it will ap- 


' tpear, that nothing.with-holds. men from put- 


tins forth all their might in the endeavour 
of getting a ſpirit ſuitable to this blefſednels, 
but an obſtinately perverſe and ſluggiſh heart, 
de{poiPd and naked of all ſhew of reaſon and 
excuſe. And though that be a hard task to 
reaſon againſt meer will, yet that' beings the 
way to make men willing, and the latter part 
of the work propoſed in purſuance of rhzs 
direftion, I ſhall recommend only fome ſuch 
conſiderations as the Text it {elf will ſuggeſt, 
tor the ſtirring up and perſwading of ſloth- 
ful reluQant hearts, ( chuſing thofe as the 
moft proper limits, and not being willing 


variety of conſiderations to that purpole, one 
mi&ht ). 

That in general which I ſhall propoſe, ſhall 
be only the miſery of the unrighteous;, where- 
of we may take a view in the oppoſite bleſ- 
{edneſs here deſcribed. The Contradittories 
whereto will aftord a Negative, the Contra- 
ries a Poſatrve deſcription of this miſery. So 


[that each Conſideration will be double; 


which I ſhall now ( rather glance at than) | 
irhi't upon. 
1, Conſider then, If thou be found at laft 
unqualified for this blefiednefs, How _ 
tnou 


to be infinite herein, as amidſt fo great a 
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Tthou bear it to be hanilh'd eternally trom 
the bleſſed face of God? There will be thoſe 


ſhalt not thou: The wicked 1s driven away 

in his wickedneſs, with a zever more ſee my 
ace. * | 

Pp" Again, What amazing Viſions wilt thou 

have! What gaſtly, frightful obje&ts ro con- 

verſe with, amidſt thole horrors of eternal 

darkneſs ; when the Devil and his Angels 


direful images ſhall thoſe accurſed enraged 
Spirits, and thy own fruitful parturient ima- 
[gination for ever entertain thee with, an 
preſent to thy view ! fs 
{ 2. Is it a ſmall thing with thee, to be de- 
[Nitute of all thoſe zmherent excellencies which 
the perfe&ted Image of God, whereof thou 
walt capable, comprehends? View them over 
in that ( too defective ) account ſome of the 
former pages gave thee of them. Thou art 
none of thoſe bright Stars, thoſe Sons of the 
morning, thoſe blefſed glorified Spirits, thou 
mightſt have been. But 

Conſider, What art thou ? What ſhalt thou 
for ever be? What image or likeneſs ſhalt 
thou bear? Alas, poor wretch, thou art now 


pe POO ES 


now finiſhed in thee; and as thou ſowed(/# 
fo the fleſh, thou reapeſt corruption. Thou art 
become a loathſom Carcaſs; the Worms that 
never die, abound in thy putrified filthy Soul. 
Thou haſt an Hell in thee. Thy venomous 


Bb 4 .  lufts 


that ſhall behold zhat face #n righteouſneſs ;, 1o 


ſhall be «thy everlaſting affociates ! What 


1 


a Fiend ! conformed to thy helliſh partners ; | - 
thou beareft their accurſed likeneſs. Death is 
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lofts are now. grown mature, are in their fullj” 


lan eternal undiſturbed reſt. - ; 


zion and endleſs torment, both by what thou! 


grown ſtate. If-a world. of i iniquity, a ful 
'nels. of deadly poiſon; tempered. by Hell-fire, 
is here ſometimes to be found -in.a litrle rmem- 
| ber, what will there then be in all thy Parts 
' and powers ! 

3. Confider, How bleſſed a ſatisfaftion doſt 
' thou loſe? how: pleaſant and. delightful a ref, j 
| ariling both from the ſight; of 1o much glo- 
{ry, and fo peaceful a tempex. and conſtitution 
{of {pirit 2 Hetre-thou might?ſt . have enjoyed| 


But for reſt and ſatisfa&tion, thou haſt vexa- 


beholdeſt, and what thou feeleſt- within thee. 
Thy dreadful yiſtons ſhall not .let thee reſt - 
Eut the chiefet matter of thy diſquiet and tor- | 
ment is in. the very temper and conſtitution of 
thy- Soul... Thy horrid luſts are fuller of pot | 
ſonous energy, and are deſtitute of their wont- 
ed objzQs, whence they turn all their power 
and fury upon thy miſerable fel, Thy -en- 
T aced paſſions would fly in the face of God, 

but they ſpend themſelves in-tormenting the | 
Soul that bred them. Thy curſes and "baC 
phemies, the invenom'd Darts. pointed at 
Heaven, are reyerberated and criven back in- | 
to thy own heart. And therefore, Ll 
4. Conſider, What awakzng haſt thon ? 


WAR... 


'Thou awakeſt not into the guid and chear- 
Kul light of that bleſſed day, wherein the 
Saints of the moſt High hold their tolemn | 
jovful triumph, =, | 
But thou awakeſt into that orcat and ter- | 
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rible day of the Lord (doſt thou deſire it, for 

what end is it to thee )?' a day of darknels 

and not - light , a gloomy and ſtormy dayf 
The day ot thy birth is not a more hateful, 
than this is a d7eadful day, Thou awakeſt and 
art beſet with terrors, preſently apprehended 
[and drag'd before thy glorious ſeyere Judg , 
and thence into eternal torments. - O happy 
thou, mighteſt thou never awake, might the 
grave conceal, and its more ſilent darkneſs cover 
thee for ever. But ſince thou muſt awake then, 
how much more happy wert thou, if thou 
wouldſt ſuffer thy ſelf to be awaken'd now ! 
What, to loſe and endure ſo much,becauſe thou 
wilt not now a little beſtir thy {elf, and look a- 
bout thee ? Sure thy Conſcience tells thee,thou 
art urg'd but to what is poſſible, and lawful, and 
hopeful, and neceſſary; methinke, if thou be a 
{man, and not a ſtone; if thou haſt a reaſonable 
Soul about thee, thou ſhouldſt prefently fall to 
work, and rather ſpend thy days in ſerious 
thoughts, and prayers, and tears, than run the 
= of loſing 10 tranſcendent a>glory, and of 


uffering miſery, which as now thou art lzttle 
able to conceive, thou wilt ther: be leſs able to| 
cn > 2 LET8-'S; 
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ule 4. DireFing to the endeavour of 
2 gradual improvement 72 ſuch a diſ-| 
poſeaneſs of Spirit ( as ſhall be found 
in any meaſure already attained ) to- 
wards this bleſſedneſs. That ."tis bleſ- 
Sednejs begun which diſpoſes to the 
\ Conſummate ſtate of it. ' That we are | 
© therefore to endeavour the daily en-| 
creaſe our preſent knowledg of| 
Gt 2, ormity hag and the Fl 
we iy of our ſpirits therein. 


7 
4 Rule. _——_— when we find our ſelves in any d:/po- 
3 ſitron' towards this bleſſedneſs, we endea- 
vour 4 gradual-umprovement therein, to get the 
gbitaal temper of. our ſpirits -made daily more: 
Iaotable to'zt. 1s EY 
We muſt ſtill remember we have not yet; 
attained, and muſt therefore continue pref-| 
ling forward to this mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Feſus. That prize 
not price, as we commonly mil-read it in our 
ibles )' of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, is 
as may be {een by looking back to v. 8, 9,&c.) 
he ſame with the bleTdneſs in the Text. 
uch a knowledg of Chriſt, as ſhould __ at 
a 
| 
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alt his participation 
Slory, or of the reſurrettion of the dead. This is 
the ultimate term,the {cope or end of that high 


calling of God in Chriſt; fo *tis alſo ſtated | 


elſe-where, who hath c4lled us into his eter- 
nal glory by Chriſt Jeſus. 

| Now we ſhould therefore 'frequently re- 
count how far ſhort we are of this glory, 


land ſtir 'up our Souls -to more vigorous en- 


deavours in order to it. | 
Our ſuitableneſs to this bleſſedneſs ſtands 
in our having the elements and firſt principles 
of it in ws; *tis glory only that fits for glory 
tome previous fights and impreſſions of it, 
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full conſummate ſtate of it. This is that there- 
[fore we muſt endeavour, 


Knowledg of God, 
A growing < Conformity to him, and 
Satisfiedneſs of Spirit therein. 


we muſt labour may be, in the mean 'time, 
always growing. | 

1. Our knowlede of God. The knowleds 
of him I here principally intend , is not z6- 
tional and ſpeculative, but ( which is more 
ingredient to our '|bleſſednefs, both inchoate 


krowteds which we uſually- expreſs by the 
name of acquaintance. See that this knowledg 


our 
: 


Pet.$.10; 


What we expe ſhould be one day perfe&t, 


and perfe&t) that of converſe, that familiar | 


of him be encreaſed daily. Let us now ule- 


and a pleafant complacential reliſh thereof, | 
. |that frame and attemper us by degrees to the | 
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; [our ſelves much with God. Our knowledg 


\ = nearer . approach. to a lucid thing infers, 


of him muſt aim at conformity to him; and | 
(how powerful a thing is converſe in order: 
hereto? How inſenfibly is it wont to: trans- | 
{form -men, and mould anew their Spirits, 
(Language, Garb, Neportment? To be re- 
mov?*d' from the ſolitude or rudeneſs. of the 
[Country to a C:ty or Univerſity, What an al-! 
(reration doth it make? How is ſuch a per- 
fon deveſted by degrees of his ruſfticity, of 
his more uncomely and agreſt manners ? Ob- 
Xs, we converſe with, beget their Image up- 
on Us, They walked afier vanity , and became 
as, laith Feremiah; and Solomon, He that 
walketh with the wiſe, ſhall be wiſe. Walking 

an uſual expreſſion of converſe. So to con- 
verſe with the holy is the way to be holy, with 
meaven the way to be heavenly, with God the 
way to be God-like. | 
Let us thetefore make this our preſent buſt- 
els, much to acquaint our ſelves with God. 
e count upon {eeing him face to face, of be- 
ng always in his preſence beholding his glo- 
y that ſpeaketh very intimate acquaintance 
deed. How ſhall we reach that pitch? What, 
olive now as Strangers to him ? Is that the 
ay? The path of ' the righteous 1s as the ſhi- 
ing- light, that ſhineth more and more unta | 
he .perfeth day. The Text ſhews us the regh- 
e019. 1141s _ to behold the glary of Gods 
ace; &c. *Tis mals to apprehend, then his 
ay muſt.needs have in it a grow:ng bright- 
zeſs, as he,comes ſtill nearer this end. Eve- 
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- {zewed, increaſing light, (for ſuch is morning- 


{to us) an increaſe of light from it. We ſhould 


we ſhall ſee his going forth will be before us as the 


morning. He will be ftill viſiting us with re- 


light, freſh and growing-light), and erelong it 
will be perfe& day. , Xs we .to improve 
our knowledg of God to ſuch a degree of ac- 


To be as inward with him as we can, to fa- 
miliarize our ſelves to him. His Goſpel aims 
at this, to make thoſe that were afar off nigh. 
Far-diſtant obje&ts we can have no diftin& 
view of, He can give us little account of a 
perſon that hath only ſeen him afar oft; 1o.God 
beholds the proud afar off, that. is, he will 
have no acquaintance with them : Whereas 


(asin a family) with them. So the ungodly be- 
hold God till he bring them in, and, make 


| gers, but of his family and houſhold, now 


are of a through acquatntance which we ſhould 


them nigh 3. then they are no longer ſtran- 
throughly acquainted. Several notes there 


endeavour may concur in our acquaintance 
with God, in that analogy which the caſe 
will bear. | 

To know his nature; or {as we would {peak 
of a man ), what will pleaſe and difpleaſe him 
ſo as to be able in the whole courſe of our 
daily converſation to approve our ſelves to him. 
To have the kill ſo to manage our converſa- 


tion, as to continue a correſpondence, not{ 


interrupted by any our offenſive unpleaſing 
demeanours 3 


quaintance as our preſent ſtate can admit of : | 


with the humble he will be familiar;hew:/ y be' 


wm... AM 


fn | 


therefore be following on to know the Lord, and | 
wa 6. |, 


fa. $7,18: 


bs | - / 


: 
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demeanours: To walk worthy of God unto all 
well-pleaſing. [It concerns us moſt to ſtudy and 
endeavour this prattical knowleds of the na- [ 
ture of God ; what truſt, and love, and fear, 
and purity, &c. his faithfulneſs, and greatneſs, 
his goodneſs, and holineſs, &c.- do challenge | 
from us: What may in our daily walking be 
agreeable, what repugnant to the ſeveral At- ' 
tributes of his being. 
To know hs ſecrets ;, to be as it were of the 

+ Pfal, 25, Cabinet-Council* ( the word uſed by the | 
14 Pſabniſt hath a peculiar ſignificancy to that | 
purpoſe; to ſignifie, not only counſel, but a 
Council, or the conſeſſus of perſons that con- 
ſult'together ). This is his gracious vouchſafe= | 
ment, to: humble reverential fouls. The ſecret - | 
of the Lord i with them that fear him ;, ſuch 
acquaintance with him: is to be fought, to 
know the (communicable) ſecrets both of his 
mind and heart. Of hz mind, his truths, 
Goſpel-myſteries, that were kept ſecret from |. 
tages and generations. We have the mind of 
iſt. This is great inwardneſs. Of hw heart ; 
his love, his good-will, his kind boſom- 
thoughts towards our ſouls. 
| To know his methods, and the courſe of his 
diſpenſations towards the World, his Church, 
ad ſpecially our own Spirits, This is great . 
nowledg of God, to have the skill to trace his 
ootiteps, and obſerve by comparing times 
ith times, that ſuch a courſe he more uſually 
olds; and accordingly, with great proba- 
bility, colle& from what we have feen and 


bbſerved, what we may expe, What order 
, _ 5 — and __ 


_—— 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Righterwe, | 383 | 


and ſucceſſion there is of ftorms of wrath, ta 
| clouds of ſin ; and again of peaceful Jucid' ing 
| tervals, when ſuch ftorms have infer'd peni 
tential tears. In what exigencies, and diftre 
| ſes, humble mourners may expe& Gods vj 
| fits and conſolations. To recount in ho 
| great extremities former experience hat 
| taught us not to deſpair ; and from fuch-ex 
| perience ſtil] to argue our ſelves into frefh re 
| viving hopes, when the ſtate of things (whe 
| ther publick or private, outward'or ſpiritual 

| ſeems forlorn. | 

To know the proper ſeaſons of addreſs to him 

| and how to behave our ſelves moſt acceptably 

[in his preſence, In what diſpoſitions and 

| tures of Spirit, we are fitteſt for his converſ; 

| ſo as to be able to come to him in a good hour 

| zn atime when he may be found. iPfal 32.6. 
| .To know hs woice: This diſcovers acquain 

| tance. 'T he ear trieth words, as the mouth taſtethJob 12.41. 
i meats. > Gods righteous ones, that are fille 

; with the fruits of righteouſneſs, do propor 

| tionably abound in kzzowledg, and in all ſenſephil. r. 9. 
| They have quick, naked, unvitiated ſenſes, toſ«:2rige 
[diſcern *between good and evil; yea, and[y*/vv4c- 
can have the ſuffrage of ſeveral ſenſes con-[422". ,,. 

. » . . | 
[cerning the ſame Obje&t. They have a kindiyeb.'s. 
/of taſte in their ear, They taſte the good 
\word of God, even in his previous workings 
On them. Being new-born they are intimated] , 
[to have taſted in the word how gracious the 
{Lord is. As they grow up thereby, they have 
{Rill a more judicious ſenſe, and can more-cer;, per. x 
|tainly diſtinguiſh, when God ſpeaks to them)]2, 3, * 
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more 
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1s more 
diſtin 
that we 
have of 


Cant. 5, 4 


.jing of his aſpe&s, and glances of the various! 


{ 


{Heaven muſt expe& no welcom, if he bring a | 


we 


and when a ſtranger goes about to counterfeit 
his voice. They can tell at firſt hearing, what 
is grateful and nutritive, what offenſive. and 
hurtful to the divine life : whar 1s harmoni- 
ous and agreeable, what difſonant to the 

ofpel already received, ſo that an Angel from 


other. Wy OE abut.” -| 
To know bis inward motions and impulſes; | 
When his liand toucheth our hearts, to. be | 
able to- ſay this 3s the finger of God, there is 
omething divine in this touch. Ay beloved 
put in bis hand by the hole of . the door, and my + 
Rovels were moved, This ſpeaks acquaintance 
when the ſoul can ſay, / know his very touch ;, 
the leaſt impreſſion from him, I can diſtinguiſh 
it from thouſands of objects that daily beat up- 
on my heart. _ 
To underſtand his locks; to know the mean- 


"BP, ALE 


caſts, as it were of his eye. Such things. inti-? 
mate friends can, in a fort, talk by, with one} 
another z 7 will guide thee by mine eye; that 
implies an intelligent teachable ſubjet. We 
have now no. full-ey*d appearances of God ;; 
he ſhews himfelf, looks in upon 4is through) 
the lattice, through a veil, or a ſhadow, or a 
glaſs. That meaſure of acquaintance. with 
him to be able to diſcern and own him in 


iy. 


- Liter 


glaſs, beybnd that which we have by hearing a reported de4_ 
ſcription 
rance wit 


1m by the ſight of his picture or face through a 


himy though by himſelf unſeen, This 1s acquain- 
God. | 


his 
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his- appearances, 1s a great participation 0 
Heaven, Utter unacquaintance with God i 
exprelt .by the denial of theſe two, ye have} 
neither heard his voice, nor ſeen hu ſhape; 
{Joh. 5: 
{ - Finally, which brings vs home to the Text; 
|to keep our eye intentiwely fixed on him, not to 
{underftand. þzs looks only as before, but to re-} 
{turn our own. Intimate acquaintance (when! 
ſuch friends ,meet ) is much expreft, and im=-; 
prov*'d by the eye, by a reciprocation of glan- _ 
ces, or (which ſpeaks more inwardneſs) more 
fixed views; when their eyes. do even feed 
and feaft upon each other. Thus we ſhould] 
endeavour.to be as in a continual interview 
with God. \ 
| How frequent mention have we of the 
{fixed poſture of his eye towards Saints. T9 
ithis man will I look; T have found out, 4. d.l 
[that which ſhall be ever the delight of mine 
| [eye, do. not divert me. Towards him I wi 
| 
| 


look. What he ſpeaks of the material Temple 
[is ultimately to be referr'd to that which is 
[typified, his Charch, his Saints, united with 
[his Chriſt, 1ne eyes and my heart ſhall be there|, .. _ 
, = 1K1ng.9.32 
;perpetually;, and ellewhere, He with-draweth Job 36. 7« 
1720t his eyes from the righteous, he cannot (ad-[pfat.33.18. 
{mirable Grace) allow himſelf to look off, þ& 34+ 15+ 
jto turn aſide his eye : And he fees impatient 
| of the averſion of theirs, Ler me ſee thy coun- 
{[renance ( laith he) for it is comely. _ RY 
{ It it not much more reaſonable, it ſhould 
| be thus with us towards him? that we ſhoul 
{be more Gelighted to behold real comelineſ: 
| | Cc ' tha 
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{fednels the righteous enjoy here is a parti- 


| perfet bleſſedneſs. Our preſent knowledg of 


han he with what is 10, only by his gra- 
ious vouchlatement and eftimation ? How 
careful ſhould we be, that our eye may at 
every turn meet his; that he never look to- 
wards us , and find it in the ends of the 
earth, carcleſly wandring from him ? How 
well doth it become us, to ſet the Lord al- 
ways before us; to have our eye ever towards 
the Lord? | : 
This you ſee is the initial leading-thing in 
this bleſfſedneſs of Heaven. So it muſt have 
allo a prime ingrediency into our heaven on 
earth. It is a part of celeſtial bleſſednels ; 
but it is not peculiar to it. The preſent blel- 


cipation of Heaven, It hath ſomething in it 
of every thing that is ingredient into that 


God is often expreſt by viſion, or ſight, as 
we have had occaſion to obſerve in many 
paſſages of Scripture. He hath given us ſuch 
a vitive power, and made it connatural to 
that heavenly creature, begotten of him; in 
all the true ſubjects. of this bleſſedneſs. We 
know that we are of God, and preſently it 
follows, he hath given us an underſtanding to 
know him that 1s true, This new-man is not 
born blind. The bleſſed God himſelf is be-| 
come liable to the view of his regenerate in- 
telleQual eye, clarift'd, and filPd with vigor 
and ſpirit from himſelf. He therefore that 
hath made ( that hath new-formed ) this 
eye, ſhall not he be ſeen by it? ſhall not 
we turn it upon him? Why do not we _— 

| 2 re- 
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{frequently bleſs, our eye with that ſight? 
This Obje& ( though of ſo high excellency 
and glory ) will not hurt, bur perfe& and 

rengthenit. They are refreſhing vital beams 
that iſſue from it. Sure we have no excuſe 
that we eye God {o little, s. e. that we mind 
him no more. Why have we ſo few thoughts 


pals, and not ſpare him a look, a thought? 
Du we intend to employ our ſelves an eter- 
nity in the viſions of God, and is our pre- 
ſent averſion from him, and intention upon 
vanity, our beſt preparation ' thereto ? This 
loudly calls for redreſs. Shall God be wait- 
Ing all the day, as on purpoſe to catch our 
eye, to intercept a look, and we ſtudioully 
decline him, and till look another way, as 
jof choice? and what is it but choice ? Canwe 
pretend a neceſlity to forget him all the day ? 
{How cheap is the expence of a look ? How 
ittle would it coft us? And yet how much 
of duty might it expreſs? how much of com- 
fort and joy might it wg into us? 


we live not in fuch more conſtant views of 


( things both very unſuitable to H-aven ). 


all holy and pleaſant affe&ions and deport- 


guided by a mind,. by an intelleual prin- 
{ciple. Rnowing intelligent beings ( as we 


a 


How great is our offence and loſs, that- 


God ? Herein we fin and ſuffer both at once, 


ments towards him ; ſers all-the wheels ago-, 
ing; makes the Souls as the Chariots of Ami- 
nadab. Theſe wheels have their eyes alfo, are 


ot him in a day? What, tolet fo much time | 


Mindfulneſs of God is the living Spring- of | 


- 
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Iſo are by participation and according to 
our meaſure ) fo a& mutually towards one 
another. We cannot move towards God but 


ith an opez eye, fering him and our way 
towards him. If we cloſe our eyes we ſtand 
ill, or blindly run another courſe, we know 
ot whither. All fin is darkneſs, whether it 
Ye neglett of good, or doing of evil : Its way 
S a way of darkneſs; as a courſe of holy 
otion is walking in the light. Our ſhuttin 
our eyes towards God creates that darkneſs ; 
urrounds us with a darkneſs comprehenſive 
of all ſin. Now is every thing of enjoined 


Iduty waved, and any evil done, that finful 


nature prompts us to, Well might it be ſaid, 
He that ſinneth hath not ſeen God. When we 
have made our elves this darkneſs, we fall 
of courſe under Satans Empire, and are pre- 
ſently within his Dominions. He is the 


{Prince of darkneſs, and can rule us now at 
| his will. Periſhing loft Souls are ſuch as 


whom the God of this world bath blinded their 
minds. To open their eyes, and turn them 
from darkneſs to light, is, to turn them allo 


| from the power of Satan unio God, What an 
' ] hell of wickedneſs are we brought into, in 


the twinkling of an eye? We are without 
God in the world, as if a man wink, though 
at noor=day, he hath as it were put out the 
Stn, ?tis with him as it there were no ſuch 
thing. When we have baniſhed God out of 


| our ſight and forgotten him, *tis with us as 


if there were no God. If ſuch a ſtate grow 
habitual to us, (as we know every finfut 
averſion 


kw. 


; - ED 

7 ” ; q; iS % "2 —— 3 $2 Hd SET ES 
" 7 Ry ;, 445 .o*. s NES, s ”” oth 

%E tu L 


TEE BE a Fino | 3 n 


we 


avesſion of our eye from God tends thereto 
vihat wickedneſs is there that will not lur 
in this darkneſs? How often in Scripture 1 
forgetting God uſed as a charaffer, yea, as 
paraphraſe, a full (though ſummary) exprel- 
- fton of ſin+in general? As it the wickedneſs 
the malignity, the very hell it lf of fizz, wer 
wholly included ( and not connoted only 
here. Now conſider this ( after fo dreadiui an ; 
enumeration, ſo black a Catalogue ) all raagPial. 503 
forget God. * And (as deep calleth to deep, ond 
hell to another ), The wicked ſhall be turned Pl. g. 
znto hell, and all the people that forger God. Tha 
heap, that maſs of wickednefs, of pride, © 
perſecution, curſing, blaſphemy, deceit, and 
miſchief, all meet 3 one that hath not God in alll 
his thoughts. 
But who is ſo hardy to look the holy God 
in the face, and fin againſt him ? What an aſto- 
niſhment it_is, when he watches over preſent 
ſia, or brings forth former ſins out of ſecret} | 
darkneſs, and ſets them in the light of his 
countenance ? Who, | that underſtands any 
thing of the Nature and Majeſty of God, 
dare call him for a witneſs of ' his finning ? 
The worſt of men would find themſelves un- | 
der ſome reſtraint, could. they but obtain of 
themſelves, to fit down ſometimes, - and /o- 
lemnly think of God, Much more would it. 
rove an advantage to ( them whom I moſt 
Wtend ) ſuch as ſin within the nearer call 
nd reach of mercy ; that fin not to the ut- 
oft latitude: Even ſuch as lead the ſtridt- 
eſt lives, and are ſeldomer found to tran{grels; 
CC 3 Axe, 
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fare not- their {ins wont to begin with for- 
getting God? Did they eye God more, would 
they not fin Jeſs frequently, and with greater 
regret? You his Saints, that have made 4 
({ovenant with him by Sacrifice, that pro- 
tels the greateſt love and devorednels to him, 
and {-cm willing your felves to become Sa- 
crifices, and lav down your lives for his ſake ; 
Whar, is it a harder thing to give him a look, 


bethink our {\clves, are __ the principal di- 


As to enjuyned ſervices, what, ſhould we ven- 


or ſerve him with fo declining backward 


vants to ſerve with eye-ſervice, as men-plea- | 
fers; meaning, they ſhould eye men leſs, and 
God more. Sure, as to him, our ſervice ls | 
not.cnough eye-ſervice, We probably eye men. 
more than we ſhould; but we do not eye 
Him enough. Hence ſuch hanging of hands, 
ſuch ſeebleneſs of knees, ſuch lazineſs and in- | 
differency, 10 little of an aRive z:al and la- 
borious diligence, ſo little fervercy of ſpirit | 
32 ſerving the Lord, Hence alſo fuch an aver-| 
fon to: hazardous ſervices, ſuch fear of at-! | 
tempting 


a thought? or 1s it not too common a thing, ; 
without nece.i;zty ( and then not withour in- | 
jury) to with hold theſe from him? L-t us | 


Nempcrs of our ſpirits, anc diforders yet ob- | 
ſervahle in our lives to be referr*d hither ? : 


ture on omiſſions, if we had God in our eye? | 


hearts? Should we dare to let paſs a day, | 
fin the Even whereof we might write down, | 
nothing done for God this day ? Or ſhould we | 
ſerve him as an hard Maftcr, with flugg ggiſh | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
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deſpondent {ſpirits ? The Apoſtle torbids ſer- | 
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tempting any thing ( though never ſo appa- 
rent important duty ) » 10h aj prove coſtly, 


or hath danger. in it. We look not ro hin that] 


i inviſible. 

And as to forbidden things; ſhould we be 
fo proud, ſo paſſionate, fo earthly, fo ſenſu- 
al, if we had God more” in view? Should 


we ſo much ſeek our ſelves, and indulge our | 
own wills and humors, drive a defign with| 
ſuch ſolicitude 'and intention of mind, for{| 


our private intereſts? ſhould we walk at ſuch 
a latitude, and more conſult our own incli- 
nation than our rule, allow our ſelves in to 
much vanity of converſation, did we mind 
God as we ought ? 

And do not we ſfenfibly puniſh our ſelves 
in this negle&? what a diſmal Chaos is this 
world while w2 ſee not God in it! Tolive 
deſtitute of a divine preſence, to diſcern no 
beam of the heavenly glory; to go up and 
down day by day, and perceive nothing of 
God, no glimmering, no appearance ; ,This is 
diſconſolate as well as ſinful darkneſs. What 
can we make of Creatures, what of the daily! 
events of Providence, if we ſee not in them 
the glory of a Deity; if we do not contem- 
plate and adore the divine wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs, diffuſed every-where. Our 
praical Atheiſmy and -inobſervance of God, 
makes the World become to us the region and 
ſhadow of death , ſtates us as among-Ghoſts 
and Spectres, makes all things look with a 
| ghiRly face, imprints death upon every thing 
we fee, encircles us with gloony dreadful 

. Cc 4: ſhades 
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ſhades, and with uncomfortable apparitions. 
'To behold the tragical Spectacles always in 
view, the violent lufts, the rapine and rape 
of ſome, the calamitous ſufferings, the mite- } 


{ries and ruins of others; to hear every cor-| 


ner reſounding with the infultations . af the! 
Oppreſſor, and the mourniul groans of the} 


were it to be in the world without God /| 
At the beſt, all things were but a vaniſhing | 
| ſcheme, an image een in the dark. The Crea-! 
tion, a thing, the faſhion whereof were pat-| 
| ſing away, the whole Contexture and Sy- | 
{ſtem of Providence were meer confuſion, | 
without the leaſt concinnity- or order. Reli-| 
| gion an acknowledged trifle, a meer mocke-| 
iry? What, to wink our ſelves into fo much | 


; 
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our eyes againft the divine light and glory, 
|70 confirm to formidable miſeries upon our | 
! own Souls? How dreadfully ſhall we herein 
| revenge our own folly, in nullifying him to 
| our felves, who's the All in All ? Sure there | 
[is little of Heaven in all this? 

But if now we open our eyes upon that 
{all-comprehendins glory, apply them to' a 
[ſteady intuition of God, How heavenly a life 
ſhall we then live in the. world! To have 
God always in view, as-the DireRor 'and | 
[end of all our ations, To make our eyecrave 
tteave of God, to conſult kim ere we adven- 
ture upon- any thing, and implore his gui- 
Carce-and bleſſing : Upon all occaſions to di- 
rc& our prayers to him and {ek «p : To make 
A kt | OUr 
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oppreſſed, What a painful continuing death} 


! darkneſs and defolation?. And by ſealing up | 
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our eye await his commanding look, ready 
to receive all intimations of his will;" this is 
an angelical life, To be as thoſe Miniſters of 
his that are always ready to do his plealure : 
To make our eye do him homage, and expreſs 
our dependence and truſt: To approve our 
jelves in every thing to him, and at as al- 
ways in his preſence, obſerving ſtill how his 
eye obſerves us, and expoſing our ſelves wil- 
| lingly to its inſpeQion and ſearch, contented 
| always he ſhould ſee through and through 
{ Us: Surely there is much of Heaven in this 
{ life : So we ſhould 'endeavour to live here, 
| (I cannot omit to give you this inftruRi- 
on in the words of an Heathen), ** We ought 
& (faith he) ſo to live, as always within 
| © view, order our cogitations as if ſome one 
«< might ior can look into the very inwards 
& of our breaſt. For to what purpoſe is it, 
{© to hide any thing from man? from God 
|<< nothing can be hid; he is continually pre- 
«ent to our ſpirits, . and comes amidſt our 
£« inmoſt thoughts, &c. 

This is to walk, en the light, amid{t a ferene 
\ placid mild light, that infuſes no unquiet 
| thoughts, admits no guilty - fears, nothing 
[that can diſturb or annoy us. 

To eye God in all our comforts, and ob- 
ſerve the ſmiling aſpe&ts of his face, when he 
ditpenſes them to us. | 
| To eye Him in all our affliftions, and 
{conſ{tder the paternal wiſdom that inſtruas. us 
/in- them; how would this increaſe our mer- 
[Cizs, and mitigate our troubles? 

RO | 624 To 


394 


The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous. | 


% 


Tia. 6. 2:3 


| |and in the Chriſtian Oeconomy, the Goſpel- re- 
velation and Ordinances,through which he maj 


ſerve the various prints of the Creators glo 
ry ſtampt upon them; with how lively 

luſtre would it cloath the world, and mak 

every thing lopk with a pleaſant face! wha 
an heaven were it to look upon God, as fil 
ling all in all ; and how 1weetly would' it 
ere-while, raiſe our-Souts into ſome — pens 


# full of his glory. 

To eye Him in his Providences, and con- 
fider how all events are with infinite wiſdom 
difpoſcd into an apt fubſerviency to his ho: 
ly. Will and Ends. What difficulties would 
hence be ſolved? What ſeeming inconfiſten; 
cies reconcil'd ? And how much would 1 
contribute to the eaſe and quiet of ou 
minds ? 

To eye Him in his Chrift, the expreſs I; 
_ of his perſon, the brightneſs of his glory] 


nifeſts himſelf 

To behold Him in the poſture wherein he 
laves Souls,, clad with the garments of Salvaj 
2103, Sirt with power, and appareld with love 
traveiling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength,migh: 
ry to ſave. 

To view Him addreſfins himſelf to al} 
lure and win to him the hearts of ſinners} 
when he difcovers himſelf in Chritt, upog 
that reconciling deſign, makes grace that 
brings ſalvation. appear, teaching to deny un- 
godlinefs, CTC» 
Tg 


To eye Him in all his Creatures, and ob- 


ſeraphick ftrains, koly, ho!y,— the whole earth 


+ 


—To betioto Him entring into human left 
pitching his Tabernacle among men, hanging 
out his Eniignes of peace, laying his trains, 
- {fpreading his net, the cords of a man, the 
bands of love. 

To ſee Him in his Chrift, aſcending the 
' }Crots, lifted up to craw all men to him 
{and conſider that mighty love of Fauftice and 
of Souls, both ſo eminently conſpicuous in f | 
that ſtupendous Sacrifice, Here to fix our 
[eyes looking to Jeſus, and behold him whom 
we have pierced. 

To ſee His power and glory, as they are wont to 
be ſeen in his ſanttuaries >, to obſerve him in the 
ſoicmniries of his worſhip, and the graceful po- 
tures wherein he holds communion with his 
Saints, when he ſeats himſelf amidſt them on the 
Throne of grace, receives their addreſſes, dif- 
penles the tokens and pledges of his love. Into 
what tranſports might theſe viſions put us eve- 
ry day! | | 

Let us then ſtir up our drowſte Souls, open 
our heavy eyes, and turn them upon God, inure 
and habituate them to a conſtant view of his 
(yet vailed') face, that we may not fee him-on- 
ly by caſual glances, but as thole that ſeek, his 
face, and make it our buſineſs to gain a thorow | 
knowledg of him. | 

But let us remember, that all our preſent 
Viſions of God muft aim at a further Con- 
formiry to him; they muſt deſign 5mitation, 
not the ſatisfying of curioſity > our looking 
muſt not therefore be an inquiſitive bufie | 
prying into the unreyealed things of —_ 

are- 
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Carefully abſtain from ſuch over-bold pre- 
ſumptuous looks. But remember, we are 
to eye Gol as our pattery. Wherein he is 
to be ſo, he hath plainly enough reveald 
and propos'd himſelf to us. And conſider, 
this is the pattern, both to which we exghr, 
and to which we ſhall be conformed ( if we 
make it our buſineſs ); ſo will /enſe of dury, 
and hope of ſucceſs concur to fix our eye and | 
keep it ſteady. | 

Eſpecially, Let us endeavour to manage 
and guide our eye aright, in beholding him, 
that our ſight of him may moſt effecually 
ſubſerve this deſign of being [ke him 5 and 
herein nothing will be more conducible, than 


'that our' looks be qualified with 


Reverence, and 
Love. 


1. Let them be reverential looks. We 
ſhall never þe careful to imitate a deſpiſed 
pattern, or that we think meanly of: When 
this 1s the intimate ſenſe of our ſoul, Who # 
A God like unto thee in holineſs ! There is none 
holy. as the Lord : This will fet our powers 
on. work; ſuch fights will command and o- - 
ver-awe our ſouls into conformity to him. 
Subjets have ſometimes affeted to imitate 
the very imperfetions and deformities of 
their adored Prince, Let us greaten our 
thoughts of God. Look to him with a fub- 
miſſive adoring eye. Let every look im- 


| port worſhip and ſubjeftion. Who can ſtand 


before 
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before apprehended ſoveraign Majeſty with 
ſuch, a temper of foul as ſhall fignifie an af- 
front to it ? This will make every thing in 
-us ſuitable to God, yield and render our 
ſouls ſuſceptible of all divine and holy im- 
'preſſions. : 

'2, Let them be friendly and ( as far as 
may conſiſt with that reverence ) amorons 
looks. *Tis natural to affect and endea- 
vour likeneſs to them we love, Let love 
always Gt in our eye, and infpirit it ; this 
will repreſent God always amiable, will in- 
finitely commend us to «his nature and ats- 
tributes, and even raviſh us into his like- 
neſs. - The loving Spouſe often glories, to 


breaſt. The .love of God will much more 
make us affet to bear his image in our 
hearts. His Law 1s a true repreſentation of 
him, and Zove is the fulfilling of that Law, 
an exemplification of it in. our-ſelves. Love 
will never enter a quarrel, nor admit of any 
dilagreement with God. His more terrible ap- 
pearances will be commendable in” the eye of 
Love. It thinks no evil. But ſo interprets and 
comments upon his ſeverer aſpe&ts, whether 
through his Law or Providence, as to judg all 
amiable, and frame the ſoul to an anfwerable 
deportment. 

2. In this way then /et ws endeavour a 
growing conformity unto God, It hath” been 
much ( and not unneceſſarily ) inculcated 
already, that the bleſſedneſs of the righte- 
ous hereafter, - doth . not -conſift - meerly in 

behold- 


wear her beloved Husbands piture on her | 


——_ 
SET ” nad 


\ 


> 
Tos 


beholding an external objeRtive gloey, but 
| in being alſo glorified. They are happy by 


| 4 participated glory; by being made like | 


| God, as well as ſeeing his gloriou likeneſs ; 
| whereby the conſticution ot their Spirits is 
changed and reduced to that excellent harmo- 
nious agreeable temper, rhat holy compolure 


inſeparable. 


this world, it muſt be {o with us here, Glory 
without us will not make us happy in Hea- 
ven; much leſs will any thing without us 
[make us happy on earth. *Tis an idle dream; 


conliſts in ſome external good, that is ſepa- 


{fore as they blindly gucſs, they uncertainly 
purſue z never aiming to become good, with- 
out which they can never know what it is 
to be bleſſed. What felicity are men wont 
to imagine to themſelves in this or that 
change of their outward condition; were 
their ſtate ſuch or ſuch, then they were hap+ 


jÞy, and ſhould defire no more? As the « hilds 


phanſie ſuggeſts to it, if it were on the top 
of ſuch a Hill, it could touch the Heavens, 


jÞbut when with much toil it hath got thi- 
ther, it finds it ſelf as far off as before. We 


have a ſhorter and more compendious way 
ſto it, would we allow our ſelves to under- 
and it, eA right temper of mind involves 
leſſednefs in ir felf: Tis this only change 
e need to endeavour. We wear out _— 

ays 


{ and peaceful ſtate from which þlcſſednefs is 


of ſickly crazy minds, that their bleſſednels | 


rable and diſtant from them which there- | 


' As far as we are capable of bleſſ.dneſs in | 


le& this work, and bulie our ſelves to catch 
a fugitive ſhadow, that hovers about us. lt 
can never be well, till our own Souls be an 


ſtick, an home-dwelling inhabitant there. 
*Till we get a ſettled principle of holy quie- 
tude into our own breaſts, and become the 
ſons of peace, with whom the peace of God 
may find entrance and abode: Till we have 
that treaſure within us, that may render us 
inſenfible of any dependence on a foreign 
good, or fear of a foreign evil. Shall that be 
the boaſt and glory of a Philoſopher only, 
T carry all my goods with me where-ever I go? 
| And that a vertuous good man is liable to 
no hurt? © Seneca thinks they diſcover a low 
&« Spirit, that ſay, externals can add any 
* thing ( though but a very little) to the 
& felicity of an honeſt mind ; as if (faith he) 
© men could not be content with the light 
<« of the Sun without the help of a candle or 
|*aſpark? And ſpeaking of zhe conftancy of the 
vertuons man, ( laith he ) © They do ill that 
&« tay, ſuch an evil is tolerable to him, ſuch 
«& 4 one intolerable, and that confine the 
&« greatneſs of his mind within certain bounds 
© and limits. Adverſity ( he tells us) over- 
& comes us, if it be not wholly overcome. 
& Epicurus (laith he) the very patron of your 
*floth acknowledges yet, that unhappy e- 
«« vents can ſeldow diſturb the mind of a 
« vertuous perſon, _( and he adds), how 
« had he almoſt uttered the voice of a man / 

« I pray, 
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' [days in vanity and miſery, while we neg- | 


Heaven to us, and blefledneſs be a dome- | - 


Epiſt, 92s 


| 


 chus. 


Gitit infe- 
atlitas, " 


c 
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tuous Heathens have had of-the' efficacy and 
defenſatiye. power of Moral goodnets, (how- ' 
ever defettive their notion might be of the 
thing it ſelf): Hence Socrates the Pagar 
Martyr is reported to have cryed out; (when 
thoſe perſons were perſecuting him to death ), 
Anytus and Meletus can kill me, but they 
cannot hurt me. And Anaxarchus the Phi 
loſopher, having ſharply reproved Nicocreon, 
and being by him ordered to be beaten to death 
with iron Mallets, bids, ſtrike on, frike on, 
Diogens |thoy may:lt (faith he) break in pieces this yel- | 


| of Anaxarchus,but. Anaxarchus himſelf thou 


AnaxW- \canſt not touch. 


Shall Chriſtianity here confeſs it ſelf out- 


vy'd ? ſhall we, to the reproach of our Reli- | 
Sion, Yield the day, to Pagan-morality, and 
renew the occaſion ofthe ancient complaint, 
Non pre- | That the Faith of (hriftians 1s out-done by the 
[tat fides | Heathen Infidelity ? It is, I remember, the 
12 4 challenge of Cec:hizzs in Minncins, © There'is 


Socrates (ſaith he) the' Prince of. Wiſdom, 
wholoever of you Chriſtians is great enough 


© to attempt it, let him imitate him if he can. 


ethinks we ſhould be ambitious to tell the 


world in. our lives, ( for Chriftians ſhould 
[* As this [live great things, not ſpeak * them), That 


greater than Socrates is here :- To let them 


ſee in us our rTepreſented pattern : To, ſhew 


rth higher vertnes than thoſe of Soorates 
. event 
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jever his, who hath caled us. ont of darkneſs 
3nto his glorions atid marvellow light, 
| Certain it is, that the Sacred Oracles of 
jthe Goſpel ſer before us a more excellent 
pattern, and fpeak things not leſs magnifi- 
cent, but much more modeſt and perſpicu- 
ious: With leſs pomp, of words they give 
us 4 much clearer account of a far more ex- 
icellent remper of mind, and preſcribe the di- 
ire& and certain way of attaining it. (Do but. 
_ -over . the many paſſages. of Scripture 
occaſionally glanc'd at, Chap. 7.) -. - | 
| But we grope as in the dark for bleſſedneſs3 
[we ſtumble at noon-day as in the night, and 
wander as if we had no eyes; we miſtake our 
buſineſs, and lay the Scene of an happy ſtate at 
a great. diſtance from us, in things which we. 
cannot reach, and which if we could it were to 


little purpoſe. . OS g 
| Not to ſpeak of greater Senſualiſts, (whom ! 
lat preſent I have leſs in my eye); Is there 
[not a mote refined ſort of the oo that neg- 
leAing the great buſineſs of inſpecting, and. 
labouring to better and improve their {pirits, | 
xre wholly taken up about the affairs of an-” 
other Sphere, that.are more folicitous. for: 
better times, for a better wad than berrer 
ſpirits ;, that ſeem to think I the happineſs 
they are capable, of on earth, is bound up: 
in this or that external ſtate of things? Not- 
out the care of all. publick concernments 
ould. be laid: aftde; leaſt of all;-- a juſt ſo-: 
licitude for:.the .Churches welfare :.-But that 
ould not be pretended pyten our own ifitereſF3/ 
1S 


—. 
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1s the one thing with us. And when we are 
really ſolicitows about the Churches intereſts, 
we ſhould ſtate "them aright. God\ deſigns 
the afflitions 'of his people for their ſpiri- 
tual good, therefore that is a much greater 
S00d than their exemption from ſuffering 
theſe evilsz otherwiſe his means ſhould eat 
up his end, and be more expenſive than that 
will countervail 5 which were an imprudence 
no man of tolerable diſcretion would þbe 
guilty of. We ſhould deſire the outward 
proſperity'of Sor, for it is a real good; but 
in as much as it hath in it the goodneſs, not 
of 'an end, but only ( and that but ſome- 
times neither ) of a means; not a conſtant 
but a mutual goodneſs; not a principal, but 
a leſſer ſubordinate goodneſs 5 we muſt not 
deſire it- abſolutely, nor chiefly, but with fub- 
miſfive limited deſires. If our hearts are 


| grieved to hear of the [#ffer:ngs of the Church | 
of God in the world, but not of their ſs; 


If we more ſenſibly, regret at any time,. the 
perſecutions and oppreſſions they. undergo, 
than their ſpiritual diſtempers, their earthli- 


moſities towards each other ; It ſpeaks an un- 
inſtructed cargal mind. We take no right 
meaſure of . Whintereſts of Religion, or 
the Churches. welfare, and do moſt probably 
tmiſtake our ſelves as much in our judging of our 


ken model. 

"And this 4s the miſchievous cheat many 
put: rpon their own Souls, and would. ob- 
; | | | rude 


nefs, pride, cold love to God, fervent ani- 


own; and meaſure theirs by our own miſta- 
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{trude ( too- often) upon others tooz that] 
over-looking the great deſign of the Goſpel, 
to trarisform mens ſpirits and change them 
Into the Divine likeneſs, they think *tis Re- 
ligion enough to eſpouſe a Party, and adopt an 

pinion; and then vogue themſelves friends 
to Religion according to the meaſure of their 
zeal for their own Party or Opinion; and 
give a very pregnant proof of that zeal, by 
magnifying or inveighing againft the times, 
according as they favour or frown upon their 
empty unſpirited Religion. It being indeed 
ſuch ( a ſecret conſciouſneſs whereof they 
herein bewray ) as hath no other /#fe in it, 
than what” it owes to external favour and 
countenance. And therefore all publick re- 
bukes are” juſtly apprehended mortal to it, 
whereas that ſubſtantial Religion that ade- | 
quately anſwers the deſign, and is animated q 
by the Spirit of the Goſpel; poſſeſſes the 2 
'Souls of them that own it, with a ſecure 
confidence, that it can live in any times, and 

old their Souls in life alſo. Hence they go 
on their way with a free onſolicitous chear- 
fulneſs, enjoying filently in their own bo- 
loms, that repoſe and reſt which naturally 
reſults from a ſound and well-compoſed tem- 
per of ſpirit. They know their happineſs de-|, TA 
pends upon nothing without them *. That|,.;;,. ky 
they hold it by a better tenure than that off, ae: 


C 
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| of all- things. They can in patience poſſeſs 


.[quite beſides the purpoſe to a diftempered 


| Iwe have nothing to: do, but fit down and 


Upair ? We cannot change times and ſeaſons, 
Jnor alter the courſe of the World , create 
'new Heavens and new Earth, Would we 


the Worlds courtelie. They can be quiet in 
the midſt of ſtorms, -and abound in the Nan 
their own Souls, and- in them a vital fpring 
of true pleaſure, when they are driven- out 
of all other poſſeſſhons. They know the li- 
ving ſenſe of theſe words, That the good man 
is ſatisfied from himſelf : That to be ſriricualty | 
mended 1s life and peace: That nething can 
harm them that are followers of the good : That 
the way to ſee good days, us to keep their towgue 
fron evil, and their ”= from ſpeaking  guile, 
ro depart frem evil anda do good, to ſeek peace 
and purſue it. 

They cannot live in bad times ;, they car- 
Ty that about them that will make the 
worft days good to them. Surely they can 
never be happy in the beſt times, that can- 
not be fo in any. Outward proſperity is 


Soul ; when nothing elſe troubles, it will 
torment it {elf Beſides, we cannot com- 
mand at pleaſure the benign aſpe&s of the 
world, the ſmiles of the times; we may wait 
a life*s-time, and till find the ſame adverſe 
poſture of things towards us from without. 
What dotage is it to place our bleſſedneſs in 
ſomething to us swpoſſible, that. lies wholly 
out of our power; and in order whereto 


wiſh; and either faintly hope, or ragingly de- 


not 


; 
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. not think our ſelves mock'd, if God ſhoul 
command -us theſe things .in order to our 
being happy ? *Tis not our buſineſs, theſe are 
not the affairs of our own Province (blefſed 
be God *tis not ſo large) further than 'as 
our bettering our ſelves may conduce there- 
to; and this is that which we may do and 
ought, *tis our proper work, in obedience 
and ſubordination to God as his inſtruments, 
to govern and cultivate our own ſpirits, to 
intend the affairs of that his Kingdom in us 
( where we are his Authorized Vice-Roys), 
that conſiſts i righteouſneſs, and peace, and. 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, We can be benign to 
our ſelves, if the world be not ſo to us; 
cheriſh and adorri our inward man; that - 
though the outward man be expoled daily to 
periſh ( which we cannot help, and there- 
fore it concerns us not to take thought a- 
bout it ), the 5nward-may be renewed day 
by day. Woe can take care that our Souls 
may proſper, that through our ofcitant ne- 
Sle& they be not left to languiſh and pine 
*| away in their own iniquities. They may be 
daily. fed with the Heavenly hidden Manna, 
and with the Fruits of the Paradiſe of God 


and with an holy freedom luxuriate in Di- 
vine Pleaſures, the' joys wherewith the ſtran- 
sers intermeddle not, if we be not unpro- 
pitious and unkind to our ſelves. 

And would we know wherein that ſound 
and happy complexion of ſpirit lies, that 
hath ſo much of Heaven in it; *T# 4 pre- 

Dd ſent 


they may enjoy at home a continual feaſt, | 


4 


en.Epiſt, j#s to be able to prove what is the good, and per- 
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ent gradual participation of the divine likee 
zeſs. It conſiſts in bciig conformed to God 3 
cis (as the Moraliſts tell us ) * If one would 
piye a ſhort compendious Model of it, Such 
z temper of mind as becomes God, or to give 
in account of it, 72 his own words, who pre- 
Icribes it, and who is himſelf the higheſt 
Pattern of this bleſſed Frame, **Tis to be 


ransformed in the renewing of our minds, ſo 


ect,. and acceptable will of God: that' is, (ex- 
erimentally ro find it in our ſelves, impreſt 
nd wrought into our own ſpirits, ſo as to have 
he complacential reliſh and favour of its 
oodneſs, Excellency and Pleaſantneſs diffuſed 
horow our Souls, Where: remember, this 
as written to ſuch as were ſuppoſed Saints z 
vhence it muſt be underſtood, of 'a continued 
rogreſhve transformation, a renewing of the 
nward man day by day, ( as is the Apoſtles ex- 
preſſion elſewhere ). Tis a more perfe& re- 
ception of the impreſs of God, revealing him- 
ſelfin the Goſpel; the growth and tendency of 
the New Creature, begotten unto the eternal 
bleſſednels, towards its mature and moſt 
perfect ſtate and ſtature in the fruition there- 

of. | | 
And *tis this I am now prefling; in as 
much as ſome account hath been already 
given (according as we can now imperfeR- 
ly gueſs at it, and ſpell it out), what the 
conſtitution of the holy Soul is, in its- glo- 
ried ſtate, when it perfeRly partakes the 
Divine likeneſs; that when we find in our 
| {elves 


—— 
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lelves any principles, anJ firſt elements of 
that bleſſed frame, we would endeavour' the 
gradual improvement thereof, and be ma- 
kins towards that perfeQion. This there- 
fore being our preſent work, let it be re- 
membred wherein that participated likeneſs 
of God hath been ſaid to conſiſt, and la- 
bour now the neareſt approach to that pitch 
and ſtate. Your meaſures muſt be taken 
from what is moſt perfet, come now as 
near it as you can, and as that Pagaz's advice 
isz © If yet thou art not Socrates, however 
«live as one that would fain be Socrates. 
'Though.yet thou art not perfe&, live as one 
{that aims at it, and would be ſo. 

* Only it muft be conſidered, that the con- 
formity to God, of our preſent ſtate, i in ex- 
[rent larger and more comprehenſive than that of 
our future, though it be unſpeakably lefs 
perfe& in degree. For there is no Moral 
Excellency (that we have any preſent know- 
ledg of) belonging to our glorified ſtate, 
which is not in ſome degree, neceſſarily to 
be found in Saints on earth. But there are 
ſome things which the exigency of our pre- 
{ſent ſtate makes neceſſary to us here, which 
will not be ſo in the ſtate of glory; Repen- 
'{ tance, Faith, as it reſpe&s the Mediator, in 
order to our future happineſs ; Patience of 
injuries, Pity to the diftrefſed, &c. Theſe 
things, and whatſoever elſe, whoſe obje&s 
ceaſe, muſt be underſtood to ceaſe with 
them. In ſhort, here, is requiſite all that 
Moral g90d ' which concerns both our end 
\} Dd 4 and 
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and way ; there, what coneerns our end on- 


E Yet is the whole compals of that gracious 
| frame of ſpirit, requiſite in this opr oma 
ſtate, all comprehended in conforwixy to God. 
Partly, in as much as tome of thee graces; 
| which will ceaſe hereaiter, in their exerciſe,; 
| as not having obje&s to draw them forth 
into aR, have their pattern in ſome commu-! 
| nicable Attributes of God, which will ceaſd 
| alſo, as to their denomination and raps, 
their objets then ceaſing too, as. his pati- 
ence towards ſinners, his mercy to the mi-| 
ſerable. Partly,/in as much as other of thoſe! 
graces now required in us, though they! 
correſpond to nothing in God that is ca-/ 
pable of the ſame name, as Faith in 4 Sa-! 
viour, Repentance of fin ( which can have! 
; no place in God )), they: yer an{wer to ſome-| 
| thing in this nature, that goes under other 
; names; and is the reaſon wherefore he re-| 
| quires ſuch things in us, He hath in his! 
| Nature that Faithfulneſs and All-ſufficient: 
| fulneſs, that challenges our Faith; and thar; 
| Hatred of {in, which challenges our Repen-/ 
| tance for it, having been guilty of it. His 
{very nature obliges him ta require thoſe| 
| things from us, the ſtate of our cafe being! 
| conſidered. So that the ſum even of our! 
ſpreſent duty lies in receiving this entire im- 
{preſſion of the Divine likeneſs, (in ſome! 
[part invariably and eternally neceſſary " 
[us, in ſome part necefſary with refpeR to | 
our pores fate): And veryſn is our 14 | 
OP | | ent | 
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ſent bleſſedneſs alfo involved. If therefore 
we have any deſign to better our condition 
in point of bleſſedneſs, it muſt be our buſi- 
neſs to endeavour after a fuller participation 
\ of all that likeneſs, in all the particulars it 
comprehends. You can pitch your thoughts 
upon no part of it, which hath not an evi- 
| dent dire& tendency to the repoſe and reſt 
| of your ſpirits. I ſhall commend only ſome 
few inſtances, that you may ſee how little 
[reaſon or inducement a Soul conformed to. 


| the holy will of God, hath to ſeek its com- 
| forts and content elſe-where. 
| Faith correſponds to the Trath of God, 
as It reſpe&ts Divine Revelations : How plea- 
|{ant is it to give up our underſtandings to 
| the conduc of ſo ſafe a guide; to the view 
| of ſo admirable things as he reveals ! 

| \ It correſponds to his goodneſs, as it reſpets 
{ his offers; How deleQable is it to be fil- 
{ling an empty Soul from the Divine fulnels ! 
| What pleaſure attends the exerciſe of this Faith 

| towards the Perſon of the 'Mediator, viewing | 
[him in all his Glorious Excellencies, receiving 
. ihim in all his gracious Communications by this 
{Eye and Hazxd. 

| How pleaſant is it ts exerciſe it in refe- 
'rence- to another world! living by it in a dat- 
fy proſpect of eternity; in reference to this 
world, to live without care in a chearful de- 
pendence on him that hath undertaken to 
icare for us! 

| Repentance is that by which we become like 
ithe holy God; to whom our fin hath made 
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ily relentings, penitential tears, and the re- 


I 


us moſt unlike . before. How ſweet are kind- 


turn of the Soul to its God, and to a right 
mind! "Op 

Anq4 who can conceive the Raviſhing Plea- 
ſures of Love to God / wherein we not only 
znitate, but-intimately anire with him, who 
ts Love #t ſelf. How pleaſant to let our Souls 
diſſolve here, and flow into the Ocean, the 
Element of Love ! 

Our Fear correſponds to his Excellznt Great- | 
#eſs. And is not (as it isa part of the New 
Creature in'us) a tormeatings fervile paſh- 
on, but a due reſpe&fulnefs and obſervance 
of God; and there is no mean: pleaſure in 
that holy awful ſeriouſneſs unto which it com- | 
poſes and forms our fpirits. 

Our Humility, as it reſpeQt3 him, anſwers 
his high excellency, as it reſpe&s our own 
inferiors, his gracious condeſcenſion, How, 
pleaſant is it to fall before him! And how 
connatural anJ1 agreeable to a good fpi- 
rit, to ſtoop low, upon any occaiion to do 
So0d ! 

Sincerity is a moſt Godlike excellency ; 
an imitation of his Truth, as grounded in his 
All-ſuficiency z which ſets him above the' 
neceſſity or poſivility of any advantage by 
colluſtzn or deceicz and correſponds to his 
Onaiſciency an] heart-ſearching eye. It 
eightens a man3 fpirit to a holy and ge- 
nerous boldneſs; makes him apprehend it 
beneath him to d» an unworthy diſhoneſt 
ation, that ſhould need a pailiation, or a 
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concealment "An Shim the conti- 


F As that 


ual pleaſure of ſelf-approbation to God, 


Noble 


hom. he chiefly ſtucies and deſires to pleaſe. koman 


rchite& ( about to build him an houſe 


vhom his 


romiſfd to con- 


rive it free from all his neighbours 'inſpettion ; He rephies, 


nay, if thou have any art in'thee, build my ho 
il may ſee what ' IT do. Ye, Pat. p. 32. 


Patience, a prime Glory of the Divine 
ajeſty, continues a mans poſſeſſion of his 
wn Soul; his Liberty, his Dominion of him- 
elf. He is (if he can ſuffer nothing) a Slave to 
is vileſt and moſt ſordid paſſions at home, his 
wn baſe fear, and brutiſh anger, and effemi- 
nate grief, and to any mans luſts and humours 
beſides, that he apprehends can do him hurt. 


ivers him from (that moſt unnatural ) ſelf- 
{torment, defeats the impotent malice of his 
moſt implacable enemy, who fain would vex 
{him, but cannot. 

Fuſtice, the Great Attribute of the Judg 
of all the Earth, as ſuch; fo far as the im- 
preſſion of it takes place among men, pre- 
{ſerves the Common Peace of the World, and 
the Private Peace of each man in his own 
boſom, 1o that the former be not diſturbed 
by doing of murual injuries, nor the latter by 
the conlcience of having done them, 

. The Brotherly love of fellow-(hriſtians ; the 
| impreſſion of that ſpecial love, which God 
bears to them all, admits. them into one an- 


plealures of a mutual communion. 
Lovei 


4 


t keeps a mans' Soul in a peaceful calm, de-j 


others boſoms, and to all the endearments and]: 


ſe 1o that 
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Love to enemies, the expreſs image of our 
heavenly Father \ by which we appear his chil- 
dren, begotten of him; overcomes evil by: 
goodnefs, blunts the double edge of revenge ; 
at leaſt, the ſharper edge, ( which is always 
towards the Author of it ), ſecures our ſelves 
from wounding impreſhons and refentments 

turns keen anger into gentle pity ; and ſub- 
ſtitutes mild pleaſant forgiveneſs,in the room of 
the much uneafier thoughts and ſtudy of retali- 
ation. | 

Aercifulneſs toward the diſtreſſed, as our 
Father in Heaven is merciful, heaps blet- 
{ings upon our Souls, and: evidences our Title 
to what we are to live by, the Divine 
mercy. 

An univerſal benignity and propenſion to ds 
Lood to all; in imitation of the immenſe dif- 
fulive goodneſs of God, is but kindneſs to 
our ſelves,, rewards it felf by that greater 
pleaſure is in giving than in receiving; 
and aſſociates us with God in the b/efſed- 
nefs of this work, as well as in the diſpo- 
fition to itz who exerciſes loving kindneſs 
in the Earth, becauſe He delighteth there- 


#71, 


Here are fome of ( the vyus]e This Occ; 
Cons, or) the things wherein conſiſts that 
our conformity to the Divine Nature and 
Will, which is proper to our preſent ſtate. 
And now, who can eſtimate the bleſſedneſs 
of ſuch a Soul? Can (in a word) the ſtate} 
'of that Soul be unhappy that is full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, full of Love, Joy, Peace, Long-| 
ſuffering, 
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ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meck- 
neſs, Temperance, thoſe bleſſed fruits of that 
blefſed Spirit? Blefſednefs is connaturalized | - 
| unto this Soul: Every thing doth its part, 
and all conſpire to make it happy. This Soul 
iSsa Temple,--anHabitation of Holineſs. Here 
dwells a Deity in his Glory. *Tis a Para- 
dife, a Garden of God. Here he walks and 
converſes daily, delighted with its fragrant 
fruitfulneſs. He that hath thoſe things and 
aboundeth, is not barren or unfruitful in the 
knowledg of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus : 
He is the Sun, . and the knowledg of him, 
the quickening beams that cheriſh and ripen 
theſe fruits. | | 
But the Soul that lacketh theſe things is 

a Deſart, a Habitation of Devils. Here is 
ſtupid diſconſolate infidelity, inflexible ob- 
ſtinacy and refolvedneſs for Hell, Hatred 
and contempt of the Soveraign Majeſty ; 
whom yet , its ſecret miſgiving thoughts 
tell it,. will be too hard for it at laſt, Here 
is ſwoln pride . and. giddy vain-glory, diſ- 
Suiſed. hypocriſte: and pining envy, raging 
wrath and ravenous avarice, with what you 
can imagine beſides, leading to miſery and 
delolarion, | | 
ou have then ſome proſpe@ of a happy 
temper of ſpirit. | It can now be no-difh- 
culty to you, to frame an Idea of it in your 
thoughts, to get a notional image ( or this 
F__ in the notion of it ) into yoyr minds; 
ut. that will. avail you little, if you have 
tiot the 7eal image allo; that is, your ſpi- 
| rits 


COR 


rits really faſhioned and formed according 
| Philoſo- | thereto: If having the knowledg of thefe 
phia bee | things ( as the Pagan Moraliſt's expreſſion | 
aividiti \ hefore-mentioned is of vertuous Rules and | 


— Precepts ) they become. not habitual to yous 
& habi- | and your ſpirits be not transfigured in them. 
tum an1- | 


mi. nan illam quz didicit &+ factenda ac vitanda precepit non- 
dum ſapiens eſt, niſt in ea qeu didicit animus ejus transfiguratus eſt. 
Sen. ( ex|Agrippa ,) Ep. 94+ 


But now, I treat with ſach as are ſuppo- 
I{cd to have ſome fach real impreſſions, that 
they may. be ſtirr*'d up to endeavour a fur- 
ther perfe&ing of them. - In order -whereto, 
I ſhall add but this two-fold advice : | 
1. Be very careful that this I#ving Image 

C ſuch you have been formerly told it is ) 
may grow equally in every part. See that the 
impreſſion of this likeneſs be entire, that it 
be not a- maimed thing ; if'it be, God will 
never own it as his production. © Integrity is 
the glory of a Chriſtian : To be entire, lack- 
ing nothing. This is the” ſoundneſs of heart 
that excludes a bluſhing' conſciouſneſs and 
' [miſgiving; exempts it ' from 'the fear of a 

Pfal. 119, [/ſpameful diſcovery. Let my heart be ſound in 
6,80,  |thy ſtatutes; is paraphraſed, by having reſpect 
to all Gods commandments; to which is op- 
Mal. 2. 9.]pofite, that being partial in the Law, {ſpo- 
ken of by the Prophet by way- of complaint } 
concerning the Prieſts of that time, A thing 
hateful in the eye of God, and as uncom- 
fortable to our ſelves, as to'be without a Leg 
or an Arm. | A, 
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, And fſee- that it be. preſerved entire by a 
propertional and uniform growth, that freſh life 
and motion may daily: appear in every Limb 
of this heavenly. new . Creature, | How; odi- 
ous a deformity is. it, when a ſhew of Aoral 
Vertues excludes Godlineſs? And how much 
more odious (in as much -as there is more 
impudent falſhood in it, and more of diſho- 
vourable refle&ion upon God ) when under 
an high pretence of  Godlineſs, any fhall al- 
low themſelves in viſible Immorality ? What 
to be oppreſſive, envious, Contentious, de- 
ceitful, proud, turbulent, wrathful, : moroſe, 
malicious, fretful, and peeviſh, and yet a 
Chriſtian ? What ſerious perſon; that ſhall 
have no fairet repreſentation of Chriſtianity 
than ſuch do give, | would not. tbe ready to 
{lay rather, Si anima mea cum Philoſophis, If 
this be Chriſtian Religion, give me honeſt 
Paganiſm'? A. Chriſtian that hath received the 
proper, uniform, - entire impreſs.of the'Goſpel 
of Chriſt, is the moſt-meek, mild,;calm,: harm- 
leſs, quiet thing in the world. Never mention 
{o venerable a Name, if you will not be very 
jealous of the Honour of it. Will: you give |. 
God occaſion to.charge you, Wretch, I never 
had had this diſhonour, if thou hadſt. never beer 
calPd a Chriſtian ; thou art a. Chriſtian to no 
purpoſe, or to very bad; it does thee 110 good, and 
[4 37jures me F 4 4208 It2k 

But (which is more direaly, conſiderable 
as. to. our prelent -purpoſe) the -negle& and 
[conſequent: decay.:of any ;gracious principle, 
infers a l/anguor, a conlumption and enfeeble- 
- | Se ment 
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. Iment of all. Any ſuch pervetſe diſpoſition 


9, 104 far ſhort he was, Not as if I had already at- 


| we thought our. ſelves to have attained al- 


doth not 'affe& that part only, is not only. 
an impairment to the contrary gracious. prin- 
ciple, but ( as a Cancer inſome exterior part | 
of the body ) it gradually creeps up till it 
invade thevitals. Can the love of God live and 
grow in an ynquiet, angry, uncharitable breaſt? ' 
Conſider, Fam. 1.26. 1Foh,. 3.179,  —_ 
2. Be conſtantly intent upon this buſineſs 
of ſpiritual growth. Mind it as a deſign, make 
a {olemrt purpofed buſineſs of it, your great | 
daily bufinefs: You do not Till your Ground 
by chance,'as a caſual thing; but you do it | 
mduftriouſly, and of ſet purpoſe. The Apo- | 
ſfle ſpeaking of his own method of purſu- 
ing conformity to Chriſt, tells us, he did 
in .comparifon, count all things elſe lofs and: ! 
dogs meat; he threw every thing elſe afide.. 
Then next he recounts with himfelf, hotp 


tained, &c. (where by the way he intimates, 
that to. ſtand ftill, and give over further en- 
deavours,; implies that groſs abſurdity, as if 


ready, to be already perfet; are we not 
aſhamed to'ſeem ſo conceited of our felves ) ? 
and then ſtill as be did attain in this purſuit 
he forgot what was behind ; and held on: his: 
courſe with freſk and conſtant vigor, ftilf 
reaching forth and preffing on-ward towards 
ms defighred mark. 0 4, 

In this great buſineſs' we (alas) ſeem to; 
dream. He that hath been obſerved ten or 
twenty years ago to be prong; and' coyetous;; 


LO 
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[or palhonate, Till remains 10, and we appre: 
| hend not the incongruity of it. What, always 
| learning, and yer never come to the krow- 
\ledg of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, to the! 
/purting off the old man, and putting on the! | 
new ? Who would medcle with any profeſ-! . | 
fion upon fuch terms, to be always doing| | 
and yet to do nothing? Surely it muſt be} 
{mputed to this, we deſign not, we do nor; 
ferioully intend the perfe&ting of holineſs,| 

[to make a real progrels in our way and w eek | 
and to get ſtill nearer Heaven, as we draw|  *| 
nearer to the end of our days on Earth. We! | 
too contentedly confine our ſelves within! | 
(certain limits, and aim not, as we ſhould, at 
'a ſpiritual excellency. This is the temper of 
'many that have long trodden the path of (at; 
leaſt an external ) Religion; they will go; 
but their own pace, and that within a felf-; 
preſcribed round ' or circle. They perform 
their ſtated task of Religious excrciles, and *Tiberitis 
ſhun the groſler Vices of the time : ; and re- Neque en! 

ſolve never to g0 higher : Much like the Cha- 7] our | 
raQer that was once given of a great man *, [,34þ2tur,} 
that he followed not the more emment vertues, & rurſum 

and yet that he hated vice. - And *tis a true #54 ode-, 
cenſure that a Barbarian * is {2id to have given !: _ 
of that middle temper, that dull indiffcrency : | Theſes 
Whar is equally diſtant from being the matter þy. 

either of Praiſe or Puniſhment,t; upoa no terms Iy y-=q | 


to be accounted a Vertue. b Towns 
T2, % T1 
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Atleaſt, .we drive not ona deſign of growth 
and ſelf-improvement in our ſpiritual ſtates 
with that conſtancy we ought; we are off 
and on our ſpirits are not ſteadily intent ; 
We are unſtable as water, how can we excel? | 


God hath not' put us, ſure, upon {ſo fruitleſs | 
la task, wherein our utmoſt labour and dili- | 
[gence ſhall profit nothing. Therefore ſtrive | 
{more vigorouſly, and pray with more earneſt | 
[importunity, Conſider and plead it with | 


1God, that he hath ſet before thee the hope | 


!of fuch a ſtate, wherein thou art to be per- | 
featly like him; and ſhalt thou (that muſt | 
hereafter be like God) be now like a clod | 
of earth? Thou art now a Child begotten of | 
him; and though thou art yet in the mino- : 
rity, yet may not ſomewhat be ſpared out of | 
ſo fair an eſtate, hereafter deſigned for thee, | 
las that thou may*ſt now live worthy of ſuch | 
ja Father, and ſuitable to thy expeRed inhe- | 
!ritance ? ; 
| 3. And now, a contented fatisfied temper | 
!of ſpirit, as I have told you, reſults from the | 
lother two; and will therefore follow - of 
[courſe upon growing knowledg of God, and | 
conformity to Him, as the latter of theſe alſo | 
{doth upon the former, Yea, *tis a part of | 
'our conformity to Gods but a part conſe- | 
(quent to the impreſſion of the things men- | 
tioned under the former head, (as knowledg 
Jalſo is a part previous and antecedent there- 
{to). Tis in the ſtate of glory, we ſee, ſfome- | 
{thing ſuperadded. The® likeneſs impreſt is.| 
preſuppoled; Sarr-fattion follows ron. 
| -NC 
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The caſe is ſo too in our preſent Tate; Con: 
tentment is ſpoken of as a thing conſequent an4 
{uperadded ; Godlineſs with (ontentment : A 
{atisfied contented ſpirit, when ?tis the reſult of 
Godlineſs, ( of the divine image impreft ), is 
indeed great gain. Yet as to this I ſhall only tay 
theſe two things, 

1. Be diſtin and explicite in the propo- 
ſal of it as an end. Religion doth not bru- 
tifie men, but make them more rational. Irs 
buſineſs is to guide them to blefſedne(s; It 
muſt therefore pitch their eyes upon it, as 
the mark and end they are to, aim at, and 
hold them intent there. *Tis ingenuous, and 
honourable to God, that we ſhould expreſly 
avow it. We cone to him for fatisfaion 
to our ſpirits, not knowing whither elfe to 
apply our ſelves. We turn our eyes upon 
Him, we lay open our Souls to receive. im- 
 preſhons fromHim, for this very end. This 
is an explicite acknowledgment of Him as 
God, our higheit Soveraign good. 

2. Actually apply and accommodate Di- 
vine Viſtons and Communications to this 
purpoſe. Say, © O my Soul, now come to- 
& lace thy {ſelf in this appearance of God 
«come, take thy allowed pleaſure in ſuch ex: 
«<ertions of God; as thou doit now experi- 
«ence in thy ſelf. Recount thy happineſs 3 
think how great it is, how rich thou art 
on purpole that thy ſpirtt may grow more 
daily into a fatisfied contented frame. Of- 
ten b*think thy ſelf, What i the great God 
doing for m2, that he thus reveals and imparts 


Ee 2 | himſelf | 
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mſelf to "7 Soul ! O how great things do thoſe 
reſent pledges preſignifie to me ! That thou 
ay*ſ till more and more like thy portion, and 
ccount it faln in pleaſant places, ſo as never to 
ek ſatisfation in things of another kind z 
hough thou muſt ſtill continue expeRing and 
eliring more of the fame kind. 
And r-member to this purpoſe, there cannot 
e a greater participation of the miſery of Hell 
before-hand, than a d/contented ſpirit perpetual- 
ly r- fteſs and weary of it ſelf ; nor of the blef- 
tedneſs of Heaven, than in a well-pleaſed, ſatw- 
> Fed, contented frame of ſpirit. | 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Rule 5. Dire&ing to raiſe our Deſires 
above the aftual or poſhible attain- 
ments of this our preſent, and termi- 
mate them upon the future conſummate 
ſtate of Bleſſedneſs. The Rule explain- 

| ed and preſſed by ſundry Conſiderati- 


075. 
Rule 6. That we add to a defirons Pur- 
ſuit, a joyful Expectation of this Dleſ- 
| ſeaneſs : Jha is purſued in certain 
| ſubordinate DireGions. | 

| 


5 NHat notwithſtanding all our preſent or 
poſſible attainments in this imperfett 

ate on earth, We direct fervent vigorous de- 
ſires towards the perfeth and conſummate ſtte 
of glory it ſelf Not deſigning to our ſelves a 
plenary ſatisfaition and reſt in any thing on this 
ſide of it. 
That is, That. forgetting what 1s behind, 
we reach forth not only to what is #mme- 
diately before us, the next ſtep to be taken 
but that our eye and deſire aim forward at 
the ultimate period of our race, terminate 
upon the cternal glory it ſelf; and that not 
only as a meaſure, according to which we 
"= _ ” ST 3 would 


j 


| 
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422 | 


The Bleſſeaneſs of the Riglteomr: 


ould fome way proportion our preſent attain- 
ents, but as the very mark, which ( it ſelf ) 
we world fain hit and reach home to. 

And that this be not only the habitual bent 
and tendency of our ſpirits ; but that we keep 
up ſuch deſires, in frequent ( and as much as 
is poſſible ) continual exerciſe. 

Yea, and that ſuch a&ual defires be not 
only faint and ſluggiſh wiſhes, but full of lively 
efficacy and vigour ; in ſome meaſure proporti- 
onable to our laſt end and higheſt good ;, be- 
yond and above which we neither eſteem: nor ex- 

ect any other enjoyment. 

Whatſoever we may poſlibly attain to here, 
we ſhould ſtill be far trom proje&ing to our 
ſelves a ſtate of reſt on this fide conſummate 
glory , but ſtill urge our ſelves to a continu- 
al aſſent; ſo as to mount above, not onl 
all enjoyments of any other kind, but all de- 
grees of enjoyment in this kind, that are 
beneath perfection. 

Still it muſt be remembred, this is not the 
ſtate of our final reſt. The Maſs of Glory is 
yet in reſerye, we are not yet 16 highas the! 
higheſt Heavens. 

If we gain but the top of Mount Tabor, 
we are apt to. fay, "tz good to ye here, and 
forget the longer journey . yet” before us, 


loth to think of a further advance > when 
were our 4pirits right, how far ſo ever we 
may ſuppoie our ſelves to have attained, it 
wouid be matter of continual joy to us t 

think, high periections are ill attainable ; 

that we are yct capable of greater things, 
than 
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than what we have. hitherto compaſt ;. our 
Souls can yet comprehend more. Nature in- 
tends what is moſt perte&in every Creature ; 
methinks the Divine Nature in the new Crea- 
ture, ſhould not deſign lower, or ceale aſpiring, 
[till it have attained its ultimate perfeRion, 
[its culminating point 3 till Grace turn into 
| Glory. | 

| Let us therefore, Chriſtians, beſtir our 
{elves,. let us open and turn 'our eyes upon 
[the eternal glory. Let's view it well, and | 
[then demand of our, own: Souls, Why. are | 
{our defires ſo faint and flothful ? Why do 
[they ſo ſeldom pierce through the inter- 
[vening diſtance, and' reach home to what | 
they profeſſedly level at; fo rarely touch this 
bleſſed. mark? How can we forbear to be 
angry with our ſelves, that ſo glorious an | 
jend ſhould not more powerfully attra& 
{that our hearts ſhould not more ſenſibly find 
| themſelves drawn; and all the powers of the 
| Soul beſet on work' by the attrative power 
of that -glory ? 

It,certainly concerns us, not to fit ſtill un: 
der ſo manifeſt a diſtemper. But if the pro- 
poſal of the . objz&;, © the diſcourſe ( all this 
while) of this bleſſed ſtate, do not move us 
to make fome further trials with our ſelves, 
ſee what urgins and reafoning with our 
Souls, what rubbing anq chafing our hearts 
will do. And there is a two-fold trial we 
may i21- this kind make upon our fpirits : 
What the ſenſe of Shame will work with us; 
whether our hearts cannot be made ſenſible 

Ee 4 | to 
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| to ſappole fow wile and wretched a temper) 
[it is 70 be wnaeſi trous of glory, And then 
| what ſenie of Praiſe can eticet ; or what im- 
| preſſion it may make upon us to confideg the 
| excellency and worth, the high reaſonableneſs 
| of that temper and poſture of Soul, which I 
| an now perſwading to [a continuel deſs roufe - 
| refs of that bleſſed glorious ſtate }. 
| 1, As to the former: Let us bethink our 
| ſelves, can we an{wer-it to God or to our own; 
| Souls, that we ſhould inculge our {elves in a, 
' continual negligence of our eternal bleſſedneſs ?/ 
| A blefledn+{s conſiſting in the Viſton and Parti- 
| cipation of the Divine -Glory ? 

Have wwe bcen dreaming all this while, 
| that Gocl| hath been revealing to us this glo-; 
| ious ſtate, and ſetring this lovely proſpe&: 
| before our eyes ? Did 1t become. us, not to, 
| open cur. eyes while he was opening Heaven, 

[to ps, and repreſenting the ſtate which he| 
| deſigned to bring us to ? Or will we fav, we 
| have ſeen it and yet deſire it not? Have we! 

| been deaf and dead while he hath been cal-| 
ling us into eternal glory ? have all our ſenſes | 

[Deen bourd up all this while? Hath he been | 
{peaking al alg! is to ſenfleſs Statues, .to, Stocks | 

{and Stoties, wantle he expected reatonable li | 

lyiog Souls thould have received the voice, | 
jand have returned an obedient complying | 
anſwer? And what anſwer could be expect- ! 
je to ſuch a call ( a call to his Glory ! be- | 

Jc W.- tas, We de eſa re it Lord, we woulq fain be | 

Itbere. | 

' Andifw fay we have not been all this| 

| w hile | 
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| | on us, we'heard the voice that called to us 
| Wherewith ſhall we then excuſe our ſelves, 
| that our deſires were not mov'd, that our; 


while aſleep, we ſaw the light that ſhone up- 


| Souls were not preſently in a flame ? Was 
it then, that we thought all a meer fiQi- 
on 3 that we durſt not give credit to his 


{ word, when it brought us the report of the; 


; everlaſting Glory? Will we avow this? Is 
| this that we will ſtand by? Or what elſe 


| have we left to ſay? Have we a more plau-} 


, | ſible reafon to alledg, that the diſcovery of 
| ſuch a'glory mov'd us not to defire it, than 
\ that we believed it not? Sure this is the 
; truth of our caſe, We ſhould feel this hea- 
| venly fire always burning in our breafts, if 
| our Infidelity did not quench the coal. If we 
| did- believe, we could not but defire. But 
; doth; not the thoughts of this ſhake our ve- 
| ry Souls, and fill us with horror and trem- 
| bling? We that ſhould be turn'd into in- 
; Cignation, and ready to = our ſelves with 
| our own flame, and all about us, if one ſhould 
| give us the lie; that we ſhould dare to put' 
| the lie upon the Eternal Truth : upon Him 
| whoſe: Word gave ſtability and being to the 

World, who made and ſuſtains all things by 
it! That awful Word! That word thar ſhi- 
|vers Rocks, and melts down Mountains, that- 
makes the animate Creation tremble, that 
| can-in a moment blaſt all things, and diſſolve 
| the frame of Heaven and Earth, ( which in 
| tne mean time it upholds) : Is that become 
| ith us fabulous lying Breath ! Thoſe God- 
Mi 0 6 ee 
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reath'd} Qracles, 'thoſe 'Heavenly Records, 
which diſcover and deſcribe this bleſſed ſtate, 
Are they falſe- and fooliſh Legends ? Muſt 
that be pretended at laſt (if men durſt ) that 
is fo totally void of all pretences? What 
thould. be the gain or advantage accrewing 
to that Eternal, All-ſufficient being ? What 
acceſſion ſhould be made: to; that infinite ſelf- 


| fitent with his Nature; What could be his 
deſgn to put a cheat upon poor mortal duſt? 


EEAPLOn nad a, beginning, but what Author 
thou imagine of jt, or what end? Did 
it proceed from a goed man or a bad ? Could 
a good and honeſt mind form ſo horribly 
icked a deſign, | to. impoſe an -univerſal de- 
ufjon; and lie upon the :World, in the name 
f the true and holy; God ? Or could a wick- 
b mind trame a' deſign ſo dire&tly level'd 
againſt wickedneſs? Or is there any thing 
{o. aptly.and naturally tending to form. the 
World to ſobriety, tholinels, purity, of con- 
verſation, as the diſcovery of this future ſtate 
of Glory? And ſince the belict of future fe- 
Iicity is knowa to obtain wniverſally among 
men, Who could bz the Author of fo com- 
07.4 deception 2 [f. thju hadſt the mind to 
impole a lie upon all-the World, what courle 
wouldt thou take 2 How would'ſt thou lay 
ith2 deſign? Oc way doſt thou in this: caſo 
magine Wit thou knowelt not how. to #=a- 

gine ? Anll doſt thou not without ſ{cruple be- 

lizve many things Or Wiica thou never "m— 
O8 


fulneſs by,deluding 'a Worm? Were it con- | | 


py thou dare not ' impute- it to: him; ſuch a | . 
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10 unqueltionadle. evidence © Ur mult that 
Faith, which is the foundation of thy Reli- 
Sion and eternal hopes, be the moſt ſuſpeR- 
ed ſhaking thing with thee. ; and have, of all 
other, the leaſt ſtability and rootedneſs in thy 
Soul ? If thou canfſt not excuſe thy fidelity, be 
 faſhamed of thy ſo cold and ſluggith defires of 

this glorious ſtate. | 
_ Anddoth it not argue a low ſordid ſpirit, 
not fo deſire and aim at the perfection thou | 
art capable of ; not to deſire that bleſſedneſs 
which alone is: ſuitable and fatisfying to a 
reaſonable and ſpiritual being ? Bethink thy 
{elf a little; How low art thou ſunk into 
the dirt of the earth? How art thou plun- 
Sed into the miry ditch, that even thine own 
clothes might abhor thee? Is the Father of 
Spirits thy Father ? Is the World of Spirits 
thy Country ?' Haſt thou any relation to that 
Heavenly Progeny ? Art thou ally*'d to that 
bleſſed Family; And yet undeſirous of the 
{ame blefſedneſs? Canſt thou ſavour nothing 
but what {mells of the Edrth ? Is nothing 
{ grateful to thy Soul, but what is corrupted 
by fo vicious and impure a tinaure ? Are 
all-thy delights centred in a dunghil 5 and 
the polluted pleaſures of a filthy World bet- 


ments of Heaven? What, art thou all mafe 
of Earth ? Is thy Soul ſtupiffd into a Clod ?j 
Haft thou no ſenſe with thee of any thing 
hetter and more excellent ? Canſt thou look 
upon no glorious thing with a pleaſed eye? 
Are things only deſirable and lovely to thee, 
a 


ter to thee than the eternal viſions and enjoy-|- 


| 
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rupted diſtempered ftate of thy ipirit, and | 
ſpeaks of it ( Craxgilns; ) by way of diſtini- 


on; We have not received the Spirit of the 
World, . but the Spirit that us from God, that 


| we might know, Or ſee (and no doubt *tis 


deſire that anjmates that eye; ?tis not bare 
ſpeculative intuition and no more ) rhe things 
freely given us of God, Surely he whoſe de- 
fire doth not guide his eye to the beholding 
of thoſe. things, hath received the Spirit of 
{the World only. A Spirit that conforms 


thoughts of this World, and drive the de- 
figns of this World, and ſpeak the language 
of this World. A Spirit that connaturalizes 
him to the World, makes him of a temper tut- 
[table to it : He hreathes only worldly breath, 
carries a worldly aſped, is of a worldly con- 
verſation. O paor low Spirit, that, ſuch a 
World ſhould with-hold thee from the de- 
fire and purſuit of fuch Glory! Art thou 
not aſhamed to think what thy deſires are 
wont to pitch upon, while they decline and 
wave this bleffedneſs? Methinks thy very 
ſhame ſhould compel thee to quit the name 
of a Saint or a Man: To forbear nunbring 
thy {elf with any that pretend to immorta- 
lity, and go feek Paſture among the Beats 
of the Field, with them that live that low ani- 


mal life that thou doſt, and expeR no other. 
ES And 


as they are. deformed? O conſider the cor- : 


how vite a diſpoſition it hath contracted to | 
it ſelf ! Thine looks too like the Idnndane 
Spirit ; the Spirit of the World, The Apoſtle | 


| 


him to this World, makes him think only | 
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- And whe 0 I 
World, how highly doft thou gratifie the 
pretending and uſurping god of it ? The 
great fomenter of the ſenſual worldly geni- 
us: The Spirit it ſelf that works un the chil- 


the courſe of the World , holds them faſt 


tive at his will, cauſes them (after his own 
Serpentine manner }) to creep and crawl in 
the duſt of the Earth. He is moſt intimate 
to this apoſtate World ; informs it ( as it 
were) and aQuates it in every part; is even 
one great Soul to it. The whole world lies 
'#72 that wiched one, ( as the body, by beſt! 
Philoſophers, is ſaid to be in the Soul ). 
The world is faid to be convitted when he 
is judged. He having faln from a ſtate of 
|bleſſedneſs in God, hath involv*d the world 
with himſelf in the ſame Apoſtacy and Con- 
demnation ; and: labours to keep them faſt 
jin the bands of death. The great Redeemer 
of Souls makes this his buſineſs, zo looſe and 
diſſolve the workof the Devil. With that wick- 
ed one thou complyeſt againſt thy own Soul 
and the Redeemer of it, while thou negle&Q- 
{eſt ta defire and -purſue this blefſedneſs. 
This is thy debaſement, and his triumph 


 jdren of diſobedience, and makes them follow 


{bound in worldly luſts , and leads them cap-| 


Eph. 22 
2, 3» 
| 


the vile ſuccumbency gives him the day and 
his will upon thee. He defires no more thai 
that he may ſuppreſs in thee all heavenly 
deſires, and keep thee thus a ſlave and a pri 
ſoner ( confin'd in thy ſpirit to this low dar 
dungeon) by thy own conſent. While tho 
remain4 
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remaineſt without, deſire after Heaven, he is 
fecure of thee, as knowing then thou wilt 
take no other way; but what will bring thee 
unto the ſame eternal ſtate with himſelf in 
the end. He is jealous over thee, that thou 
dire& not a deſire, nor glance an eye Hea- |. 
ven-ward : While thou doſt not fo, thou art 
entirely ſubjet, and giveſt as full obedience 
to him, as thy God requires to hinſelf in or- 
(der to thy blefledneſs. Bur is it a thing tole- 
table to thy thoughts, that thou ſhould'ſt 
yield that heart-obedience to the Devil againſt 
od ? 
And this being the ſtate of thy cafe, what 
ore ſignificant expreſſion canſt thou make 
f the' contempt of Divine goodneſs? O the 
ove that thou 'negle&eſt, while the moſt 
lorious iſſue and product of it is with thee 
n undeſired thing! Yea, this the thing it 
elf ſpeaks, were there no ſuch competition. 
Vhat, that when eternal love hath conceived, 
nd is travelling to bring forth {ſuch a birth ; 
hat when it” invites thee to an, cxpeQation of 
uch glory ſhortly to be revealed, the reſult 
f ſo deep counſels and wonderful works, 
his ſhould be the return from' thee, I. deſire 
t not ! Is this thy gratitude, to the Father 
f Glory, the requital of the kindneſs, yea, 
nd of the blood of thy Redeemer ? If this 
leſſedneſs were not deſirable for it felf, me- 
hinks the Oferers hand ſhould be a ſuffi- 
nt endearment. Bur thou can{t-not ſo di- 
yide or abſtraR, it conſiſts 'in_ beholding and 
zarins his Glorious likenels who invites 
X thee 
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thee toit; and therefore in the neple& of it, 
thou moſt- highly affronteſt him. 
Yea further, is it not a monſtrous unnatu-} 
ralneſs towards thy ſelf, as well as impiety] - 
towards God, not to deſire that perfe@ f1- 
nal bleſſedneſs ? Doth not every thing natu- 
| rally tend to its ultimate perfeQion and pro- 
per end? What creature would not witneſs) 
| againſt thee, if thou negle&, in thine own ca- 
| pacity and kind, to aim at thine? 'Surely thou 
| canſt not allow thy {elf to think any thing bes 
| neath chi, worthy to be owned by-thee, 'un- 
{der that notion, of thy higheſt good and thy 
{laſt .end. But that thy ſpirit ſhould tabonr 
[under an averſion towards thy higheſt good, 
[towards thy bleſſednels it ſelf, is not that a 
{diſmal token upon thee ? If thou didſt dif. 
|affet and nauſeate the things in' which thy 
/preſent life is bound up, and without which 
[thou canſt not live, wouldſt thou not think 
(xy caſe deplorate? What doſt thou think 
will become of thy Soul, whoſe everlaſting 
[life is bound up in that very good which 
thou deſireſt not ; which cannot live that life] 
[without that good, nor with it, if thou haſt 
ino deſire to it? O the Eternal Reſentments 
thy Soul will have of this cruelty !- To. be 
with-held from that wherein its life lies! 
'Would'ſt thou not juds him unnatural that 
_ (ſhould kill his Brother, afſaſſine his Father, 
Rarve his Child? Whar ſhall be laid of him 
[that deſtroys himſelf? How . may that Sout 
lament that>ever it was thine ; and ſay, O 
that I had rather becn of any luch lower 
| | kind 
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ſpirited a vile Worm, rather than to; have 


”"_ 


ſerv'd a reaſonable Beaſt, that by me; knew 
the good it would never follow, - and did 
not deſire ! But if thou haſt any ſuch deſires, 
ina low degree, after this bleſſedneſs, as thou | 


- PII 


{ whether thou truly. deſire it at all ? *Tis true, | 


i/thinkeſt may entitle thee to the name thou | 
{beareſt, of a Saint, a Chriſtian Is it not ſtill | 
[very unnaturalto purſue a good, approved by 
[thy ſtated judgment as beſt i» :r /e/f and for thee, 
[with ſo unproportionable, to ſlothful deſires? |: 
Eor the ſame reaſon thou doſt deſire it at all, 

{thou ſhould deſire it mnch; yea, and ſtill more | 
jand more, till thou attain it, and be ſwallowed 
up into it. Thy beſt and laſt good thou canſt ne- | 


| ver defite too much, ; 
| 
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And.let it be conſidered by thee, that the | 
| temper thou thinkeſt thy ſelf innocent of [az | 
| babitual prevalent diſaffettion to the true bleſe 


7 


edneſs of Saints ], may for ought thou kaow- | 
eſ# be upon thee; while it appears thou Xt ; 
ſo very near the borders of it; and z# ap-!: 
pears not with ſuch certainty that thou par- | 
| takeſt not in it. It is not ſo eaſe a matter, ! 
| critically to diſtinguiſh and conclude of the | 
{loweſt degree (in Hyporheſs, or with appli- ) 
cation to thy own caſe ) of that deſire which | 
is neceſſary to qualifie thee for the enjoyment | 
| of this bleſſedneſs. And is it not a matrer | 
both of ſhame and terror, that thou ſhould | 


deſire thy bleſſedneſs lo faintly, as not to know | 


that a certainty, amongſt ſuch as may be fin- | 


ecre, is very little common z but whence - pro- | 
eceds | 
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ceeds it, but from their too common indulged | 
foth; out of which all this is defgned to awa- 
ken thee. And the commonnelſs whereof doth. 
as little detra& from the reproach and ſirful- 
neſs, as from the danger of it. *Tis but a poor | 
defence, for what is :ntrinſically evil in it ſelf, 
that it is common. | 
- But further, as the caſe is, this is fo re-: 

proachful a thing, even in common. eſtimate, 
[ 220t to deſore Heaven and Eternal Glory, or. 
to deſire it with very cold and careleſs deſires], 
that there are few will profeſs it, or own it 
'to be their temper much . fewer that will 
undertake to excuſe or juſtifie it. *Tis ſo 
evilly thought of, that among meerly ſober 
and rational men, it can never: find an Ad» 
vocate, or any that will afford it Patronage. 
[The generality pretend-a defire of going to 
Heaven and being. with God. If any be fo 
obſervant of themſelves as to. know, and ſo 
[{ngcnuous as to cofifels it otherwiſe with 
'them, they complain of it as their fault; and | 
fay, they would fain have it redreſt, but are 
far from aſſuming that confidence, to defend. 
or plead for it, Conſider then, Wilt thou | 
[perſiſt in ſuch. a temper. and difpoſition'-of 
mind as all men condemn; and be guilty * 
of ſo odious a thing, as ſhall be cenſured. 
and blamed by, the common concurrent vote 
and judgment of; mankind ? Thou would{ 
be aſhamed to ftand forth and profeſs open- 
ly to men, that thou defirelt an earthly feli- 
city more than a blefſedneſs :in Heaven, or | 
at leaſt, that thou art ſo indifferent, and the| 
Ft Scale 


— 


| 
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| [tence, as if thou waſt aiming at God and 


and tendency of thy Soul ſhould: be diretly 


[ Scales hang ſo even with thee, that thou canſt 
| hardly tell which way they incline. moſt -| 
| And art thou not aſhamed that this ſhould' 
be thy uſual temper 5 how much ſoever thou 
{ conceal it from the notice and obſervation of 
| the World ? | | 

Moreover, how can it eſcape thy ſerious 
{ refleion, That if thou pretend it otherwiſe 
with thee, *tis but to add one fin to another, 
|and cover thy Carnality with Hypocrifie and | 
{ Diflimulation ? Yea, while thou continuefk in | 
that temper of ſpirit, not to defire this blef- 
ſedneſs as thy ſupreme end, the whole. of thy 
Religion is but an empty ſhew, an artificiak 
diſguiſe 3 it carries an appearance and pre- | 


Glory, while thy heart is fet another way, 
and the bent of thy Soul ſecretly carries thee 
|a counter-courſe. Hath not Religion an aſpe&t | 
{towards Bleſſedneſs * What mean thy Pray- 
ling, thy Hearing, thy Sacramental Commu- 
inion, if thou have not a deſign for Eter- 
{nal Glory? What makeft thou in this way, 
if thou have not thy heart ſet towards this 
nd ? 
| Nor is it more difhoneſt and unjuſt, than 
it is fooliſh and abfurd, That the diſpoſition 


contrary to the only defign of the Religion 

thou profeſſeſt and doſt ' externally praiſe. | 
Fhy profeſſion and defijres are nothing but 
elf-contradiation. Thou art continually run- 
ing counter to thy ſelf; outwardly purfuing 
what thou inwardly declineſt. Thy real end 
8 (which 
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T which can be no other than whar tio 
| really defireſt and ſetteſt thy heart upon ) and 
thy v;/:ble way are quite contrary: So that 
while thou continueſt 'the courſe of Religi- 
on, in which thou art engaged, having ra- 
ken down from before thine eyes the end 


ligion hath no deſign or end at all, (none: 
at leaft which thou would'ſt not be aſhamed 
to profeſs and own). Indeed this temper of 
heart I am now pleading againſt, an' #nde- 
ſrrouſneſs or indifferency of ſpirit towards the 
eternal glory, . renders Religion the vaineſt, 
thing in the World. For whereas all the 0- 
ther a&ions of our lives have their ſtated 
proper ends, Religion hath in this caſe none 
at all none to which it hath any deſignati- 
on in this nature, or any aptneſs to ſubſerve. 
This monſtrous abſurdity it infers, (and how. 
ftkrange it 1s, that it ſhould not be refle&ted 
on )? That whereas if you ask any man of 
common underftanding, what he doth this or 
that attion fory eſpecially if they be ſtated atts-. 
ons, done by him in an ordinary courſe, he 
can readily tell you, for ſuch and ſuch anend - 
But ask him why he continues any praRice 
of Religion, he cannot fay ( in this caſe } 
for. what. | 


&cligion naturally ſerves for, but to bring 
men to ,bleſfedneſs? Which being no other} 


uch as are found _ to deſire it really and 
32 i12- 


which thou ſhould'ſ be aiming at, and which} 
alone Religion can aptly ſublerve, Thy Re-| 


For can any man imagine what other end] 


hing than what hath been here deſcribed 3] 
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ſupremely, as their end, can have no zeal at-| | 
tainable end of their being religious -at all. 
To drive on a continued courſe and {ſeries of 
ations in a viſible purſuit of that which they 
deſire not, and have no mind to, 1s ſuch a 
piece of folly, ſo fond and vain a trifling, 
that as I remember, Czcero reports, Cato to 
have ſaid concerning the South-ſayers of his 
time, he did wonder they could look in one ano- 
thers faces and net laugh, (being conſcious to 
each otkers impoſtures, and the vanity of 
their profeſſion ); fo one would as juſtly won- 
der, that the generality of carnal men, (who 
may ſhrewdly guels at the temper of one an- 
others minds) do not laugh at each other, 
that they are jointly engaged in ſuch exer- 
ciſes of Religion, to the deſign whereof the 
common and agreed temper of their ſpirits 
do 1o little correſpond, As if all were in ve- 
ry gocd earneſt for Heaven, when each one 
| knows for himſelf, and may ( poſſibly with 
more Trath than Charity) ſuppoſe of the reſt, 
that if they might always continue in their 
earthly ſtations, they had rather never come 
there. And therefore that they deſire it not 
ſupremely, and fo not as their end at all; 
conſider it then, that thy no-defire of this 
bleſſed ſtate quite difpirits thy Religion, ut- 
terly raviſhes away its Soul, leaves it a dead, 
fooliſh, vain thing, renders it an zdle imper- 
tinency, not a mean to a valuable exd. This 
 defrre is the life of Religion: All duties and 
| exerciſes of piety are without it, but empty 
{ Formalities, Solemn pieces ot Pageantry z eve- 
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a Fool, if not animated by the deſire of final 
bleſſednelſs in' him, and be not part of our 
way thither, a means deſigned to the attain- 
ment of it; which nothing can be, that we 
are not put upon by the vertue of the deſs- 
red end. Without this Religion is not it {clf. 
A continuance in well-doing, 1s as it were 
[the Body of it; and therein a ſeeking honour, 
glory, and immortality, the Soul and Sparit. 


through the Whole courſe of our Earthly 
Pilgrimage : It were otherwiſe a continued 
error, an uncertain wandring, no ſteady ren: . 
ding towards our end: So that thou art a 
eer Vagrant, if this deſire do not direct thy 
:ourſe towards thy Fathers houte. And me- 


hy ſelf, if thou canft not find this defrre to have 
ſettled reſidence, and a ruling power in thy 
Soul. Then, | 
2. Senſe of Praiſe ſhould ſignifie ſomething 
| [too, as the Apoſtle, Whatſcever' things are— 
ure, lovely, &c. If there be any vertue, —any 
raiſe, think, of theſe things Ad hath not 
the eternal glory thoſe CharaQers upon it of 
arity and lovelineſs beyond all things? Is it not 
a laudable and praiſe-worthy thing, to have a 
ind and heart ſet upon that ? | 
The bleſſed God puts a note of excellency 
pon this temper of ſpirit: But they deſire 


God, &c. This renders them a people wor- 
Ff 3 thy 


ry ſervice done to God, but the Sacrifice of 


[The deſire of an Heavenly ( ountry muſt run | 


hinks all this ſhould make thee even aſhamed of | 


better Country, that is, an heavenly; where- fleb, 1x. 
fore God is not aſhamed to be called thiar P5, 


| 
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y of bin who hath called them to his king- 
om and glory, fit for him to own a relati- 
n to. | Had they been of low terrene ſpi-! 
its, he would have accounted it a ſhame to | 
im, to have gone under the name and cog-1 

| 


ifance of their God, But in as much as they 
zfire the Heavenly Country, have learned to 
rample this terreſtrial World, cannot be con- 
ained within this lower Sphere, nor ſatisfie | 
hemſelves in earthly things; they now dilco-| 
er a certain excellency of ſpirit,in reſpet where-| 
f, God is not aſhamed to own a relation to 
them, before all the World to be called their 
God ; tolet men fee what account he makes of 
uch a Spirit, | 

Yea, this is the proper genuine ſpirit and! 
temper of a Saint, which agrees to him as 
heis ſuch. He is begotten to theeternal inhe- 
ritance. A diſpoſition (and therein a deſire) 
to it is in his very nature, (the new nature 
he hath received ), implanted there from his! 
original. Heis born Spirit of Spirit, and by 
that birth is not intituled only, but adapt- 
#d and ſuited alſo to that pure and ſpiritual 
ſtate of bleſfledneſs. That grace, by the ap-| 
pearance whereof men are made Chriſtians, 
teaches alfo, inftruQs to this very” thing, ro 
lock, for this bleſſed hope, the glorious appear- | 
mng of the great God and our Saviour Feſus 
Chrijt. That which you know canſummates 
that bleſſedneſs, Far when Chriſt, who ts their 
life, ſhall appear, then ſhall they alſo appear with 
him in glory; by the participation of the di- 
vine-nature, their ſpirits elcape and get up 
above 


yh 


s. : 
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{immediately in which they are © penring | 2 
2 Cor. 5.4. 


jabove this corrupt impure World. That new | 
nature is a holy flame that carries their hearts 
upwards towards Heaven, 

Further, Sch deſires appear hence to bei 
of divine original, an infuſion from the bleſ-} 
ſed God himſelf, That nature is from him | 


The Apoſtle ſpeaking of his earneſt panting 
elire, to have mortality ſwallowed up of life, 
reſently adds, He that wrought us to the ſelf- 
ame thing is God, | 
They are obedient deſires. The Souls pre- | 
ent anſwer to the heavenly Call, by which Heb. 3. 1- 
Gods calls it to his Kingdom and Glory. 
This glory is (as hath been formerly no- | Thel. 2, 
ted) thevery term of that calling. . The God f# 
of all grace hath called us into his eternal glory þ ver. 5. 
y Chriſt Feſus, The glorified tate is the 2 — }. 
ark, the prize of the high calling of God in f3-14+ | 
hriſt. *Tis the matter of the Apoſtles thank(- i 
iving unto God, on the behalf of the The/- ; 
alonians, that they were called by his Goſpel, Þ Theſ. 2, | : 
eo the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Feſus Þ** 
briſt. When the Soul deſires this glory, it 
obediently anſwers this call, This 1s a com- 
liance and ſubjefion of heart to it. How 
lovely -and becoming a thing is this, when | 
God touches the heart with a ſtamp and im- | 
reſs of glory, and it forthwith 'turns it ſelf 
to that very point, and ſtands direaly bent 
owards the ftite of glory; is not way- 
ward or perverſe, but herein yields it ſelf 
o God, and conpiies with the divine plea- | 
{ure. I- 
Ff $ Such 
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Such defires have much in them of a child: 


like ingenuity ;, to deſire the fight of a Fa- 


thers face; when this is the- intimate ſenſe of 
the Soul,. Shew me the Father and it ſuffices. 
To defire the - fulleſt conformity to his n+ 
ture and will, to be perfe&t as that heaven- 
ly. Father is perfe&t, what doth better be- 
come a Child? | | 

They are generous deſires; they aim at perfe- 


{ ion, the higheſt that created nature is capable 


of; not contented to have had ſome glances of 
divine glory,ſome ſtroaks and lines of his image, 
but aſpiring to full-ey'd viſions, a perfe& like- 
nels. | | | 

They are vidtorions deſires; they (as it were) | 
ride in triumph over the World and every 
ſublunary thing ; they muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have conquered ſenſual inclinations, to have 
got the maſtery over terrene diſpoſitions and 
affections. With what, holy contempt and 
ſcorn of every earthly thing doth that lofty 
Soul quit this dirty World'and aſcend, that 
1s powerfully carried by its own deftre to- 


{wards that bleſſed ſtate? The deſire of ſuch 


a knowledg of Chriſt, as might transform 
into his likeneſs, and paſs the Soul through 
all degrees of conformity to him, till ir at- 
tain the refurrecion'of the dead, and become 
like a rifen glorified Jeſus; Such a deſire I 


ifay, if it make all things ſeem as loſs and 


dung in compariſon, ( even a formal fpirit- 


lefs Religion it {elf ), will it not render this 
. [World the moſt deſpicable Dunghil of all 


the reſt? Try ſuch @ Soul if you can, tempt 
bes Bp ; FN 2 Ds 0 | ; it 
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it down, to enjoy a flattering, kind world,'or 
ro pleaſe it when angry and unkind. When 
| deſires after this glory are once awaken'd in- 
to an attive lively vigor, when the fire is 
kindled, and the flame aſcends, - and this re- 
;fined ſpirit is joyfully aſcending therein, See: 
if you can draw it back, and make it believe 
ithis World a more regardable thing. Why 
ſhould not all thoſe conſiderations make thee |. 
in love with this blefſed frame of ſpirit, 
and reſtleſs till thou find thy ſelf uncapable 
of being ſatisfied with any thing but divine 
likeneſs ? : * 0 


| G. That while we cannot as yet attain the i, Ryle. 
mark and end of our Deſires, we yield not to 
| {a comfortleſs deſpondency in the way, but main- 
tain in our bearts a lively joy, in the hope that 
hereafter we ſhall attain it. 

We are not all this while perſwading to 
the deſire and purſuit of an unattainable good. 
Spiritual deſires are alſo rational, and do there- 
ffore involve hope with them; and that hope 
ought to 77fer and cheriſh joy. Hopeleſs de- 
Ire is full of torment, and muſt needs ba- 
iſh joy from that breaſt which it hath got 
{the poſſeſſion of. ?Tis a diſconſolate thing, 
to deſire what we muſt never expect to en- 
joy, and are utterly unlikely ever to compals. 
3ut theſe deſires are part of the ew creature, 
hich is not of ſuch a compoſition, as to 
ave a principle of endleſs trouble and dit- 
| ſit in it ſelf, The Father of merciesis not], 

fo little merciful to his own Child, ta lay it un- 
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fire of that which it can never have. It had 


| {der a neceffity, from its very natural conftitu-\ 
[rion, of being for ever miſerable by the de- 


;þcen very unlike the workmanſhip of God, 
[ro make a Creature to which it ſhould be ne- 
| ceſſary to deſire, and impoſſible to enjoy the ſame 
| thin 

| No: But as he hath given holy Souls, ( as 
|to the preſent caſe), great incentives of de- 
|fire, ſo doth he afford - them proportionable! 
| encouragement of bope allo; and that hope in-' 
{tervening, can very well reconcile deſire and 
Joy, and odg them together in the ſame bo- 
[ſom. So that as it is a thing capable of no 
iexcuſe, to hear of this bleſſedneſs and not 
{defireity fo it would bz, to deſire and not 
| expect it, to expett it, and not rejoice in It, 
{even while we are under that expectation. | 
' And it muſt be a very raiſed joy that ſhall 
anſwer to the expeQation of ſo great things. | 
If one ſhould give a ſtranger to Chriſtianity 
jan account of the Chriſtian Hopes, and tell 
him what they expe& to be and enjoy, &re- 
[long he would fure promiſe himſelf, to find| 
;fo many Angels dwelling in human flth, and| 
Ireckon, when he came among them he ſhould 
| be asamidft the heavenly Quire; every one full 
| of joy and praiſe, Hz would expect to find us! 
{living on earth, as the inhabitants of heaven, 
'as fo many pieces of immortal glory lately 
dropt dowa from above, and ſhortly again 
returning thither. He would look to find, 

every-wnere in the Chriſtian World, incar- 
nat? giory {parkling through the over-{ha- | 
do wing | 


q 
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| tainties as to the enjoyment of them, ( for 


here ſhould be able to contain ſo many 
preat Souls. 
But when he draws nearer to ys, and oþb- 
erves the courſe and carriage of our lives ; 
hen he ſees us walk as ocher men, and con- 
iders the ſtrange diſagreement of our daily 
onverſation to Qur 1o great avowed Hopes, 
nd how little lenſe of joy ang pleaſure 
we diſcover our ſelves to conceive in them 
Would he not be ready to ſay, «Sure ſome 
Cor other ( willing only to amuſe the World 
£ with the noiſe of ſtrange things ) have com- 
© poſed a Religion for theſe men, which they 
< themſelves underſtand nothing of. If they 
<« do adopt and own it for theirs, they un- 
'<« derſtand not their own pretences ; they are 
* taught to ſpeak ſome big wards, or to 
& siye a faint or ſeeming aſſent to ſuch as 
« ipeak them in their names; but *tis impoſ- 
& {ible they ſhould be in good earneſt, or be- 
fc lieve themſelves in what they ſay and pro- 
< fels. \ | 
And what reply then ſhould we be able to | 
make? For who can think that any who ac- 
knowledg a God, and underſtand at all what 
that name imports, ſhould value at ſo low a 
rate, as we (viſibly ) do, the eternal fruition 
of his Glory, and a preſent Sonſhip to him, the 
pledg of ſo great an hope. 
He that is born Heir to great Honours and 
Poſſeſſions, though he be upon great uncer- 


443. 
owing vail; and wonder how this earthly | 


has, 


A , 


how many interveniences may prevent him )? 
| yet 
| 


yet when he comes td. underſtand his poſſi- 
bilities and expeRancies, How big. doth he 
look and ſpeak? What grandeur doth he 
| put on? His Hopes form his ſpirit and de- 
portment. But is it proportionably ſo with 
us? Do our Hopes fill our arts with joy, 
{our mouths with praiſe, and cloath our 
[faces with a chearful aſpet, and make an 
[holy alacrity appear in all our converſati- 
[ons ? 
| But let not the deſign of this Diſcourſe be 
!miſtaken. *Tis not a preſumptuous confidence 
{IT would encourage, nor a vain oftentation, 
{nor a diſdainful over-looking of others whom 
we fancy our ſelves to excel. Such "things 
hold no proportion with a Chriſtian ſpirit. | 
{His is a modeſt humble exultation, a ſerious 
ſevere joy; fuitable to his ſolid ſtable Hope, 
[His ſpirit is not puff®d up and ſwolln with 
lair, *tis not big by an inflation, or a light 
and 'windy tumor 5 but *tis really filPd with 
effeual pre-apprehenſions of a weighty glo- 
ry. His joy accordingly exerts it ſelf with 
ſteady lively vigor, equally removed from 
ain lightneſs and ſtupidity, from conceited- 
eſs, and inſenſibleneſs of his bleſſed ſtate. | 
He forgets not that he is leſs than the leaft 
df Gods mercies, but difowns not his title 
0 the greateſt of them. He abaſes himſelf to 
the duſt, in the ſenſe of his own'vileneſs; but 
In the admiration of Divine Grace, he riſes 
s high as Heaven. In his humiliation he af- 
ects to equal himſelf with Worms, in his joy 
nd praiſe with Angels. He is never m_ 
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|cauſe) this its laſt and moſt perfect iſſue. 


{be his deſigned portion. 


lins to diminiſh himſelf, but afraid of de- 
tracing any thing from the love of God, or 
the iſſues of that love, 

But moſt of all he magnifies (as he hath 


And by how much he apprehends his own 
unworthineſs, he is the more rapt up into 
a wonderful joy, that ſuch bleſſedneſs thould 


But now, how little do we find in our 
ſelves of this bleſſed frame of ſpirit ? How 
remote are we from it? Let us but enquire 
a little into our own Souls: Are there not 
too apparent ſymptoms with us of the little 
joy we take in the fore-thoughts of future 
blefledneſs ? For, 
Firſt, How few thoughts have we of it ? 
What any delight in, they remember often. 
*Tis.ſaid of the ſame perſon, that his delight} 
ws in the Law of the Lord, and that zz bio, L. 2 


Law he doth meditate day and night. And! 
hen the Pſalmiſt profeſſes his own delight | 
1 Gods ſtatutes, he adds, 'I will wot forget pal. 1194 
by Word. Should we not be as unapt toj16. 
orget Heaven, if our delight were there ? 
zut do not days paſs with us, wherei 
e can allow our ſelves no leiſure to min 
he eternal glory ; when yet vanities thron 
in upon us, without any obſtruftion © 
heck ? 

And ( what is conſequent hereupon )z 
How ſeldom is this bleſſed ſtate the ſubje& 
iof our diſcourſe? How often do Chriſtiang' 
meet, and not a word of Heaven? O heavy. 

| carna 
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carnal hearts ! Our home and eternal bleſſed- 


us. How often may a perſon converſe with us, 
ere. he underſtand our relation to the Hea- 
 venly Country ? If Exiles theet in a foreign 


| Land, what pteafant diſcourfe have they of 
| home ? They ſuffer not otie another to for- 


get it, Such was their remembrance of Sion, 
who ſate together bemoaning thernſelves by 


| the Rivers of Babylon, a making mention of it, 
| (as the Phraſe is often uſed ). And methinks 


( even as fo this remembrance ) it ſhoutd be 
our common refolution too, * If we forget thee, 
O Jeruſalem, If we forget to make mention of 
thee, O thon City of the living God, Let our 
right hand forget her cunning ;, ohr tongue ſhall 
ſooner cleave to the roof of our month; and ſo 
it would be, did we prefer that Heavenly Je- 
| rufalem above our chief joy. F 
| Again, How little. doth it weigh with us,? 
It ſerves not to out-weigh the ſmalleſt trou- 
ble; if we havenot our carnal deſire in every 
thing gratifi'd, if any thing fall out croſs to 
our inclinations, this glory goes for” nottiing 
with us. Our diſcontents ſwallow up our 
hopes and joysz and heaven is reckon'd as 
a thing of nought. If when ourward tron- 
bles afli&t or threaten us, we could have the 


certain proſpe& of better days, that would 
enſubly revive and pleaſe us. Yea, can we not 
Jleaſe onr ſelves: with very uncertain ground- 
eſs hopes of this kind, without promiſe or 
aluable reaſon ? But-to be told of a recom- 
Pence at the reſurreQion'of the jnſt, of a day 

, when 


neſs in this; appears to be forgotten among | 
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{when we ſhall fee the face of Gad, and be ſa- 
|tisfied with by likeneſs, this is infipid -and; 
without favour to us, and affords us but 
cold comfort. The uncertain things of time, 
ſignifie more with: us, than the certain 
hings of eternity. Can we think ?tis all 
his while well with us? Can we think 
this a tolerable evil, or ſuffer with patience] 
uch a diſtemper of ſpirit? Methinks it! 
ould. make us even weary of our felyes, | 
HA ſolicitous for an effeQual ſpeedy. re- | 
rels. | þ 
The redreſs muſt be more in our own de-| 
ng, ( ſtriving with our Souls and with God! 
or them_) than in what azy wan can ſay., 
oft of the confiderations under that. fore-! 
oing Rule, are with little variation appli-| 
able to this preſent purpoſe. . I ſhall here; 
nnex only ſome few ſubordinate dire&i-! 
ns. which | may; lead. us. into this bleſſed 
ate of life, and give us ſome joyful fore- | 
aſtes of the ſuture bleſſednelſs, according, as | 
ur ſpirits. ſhall comply with them. - But ex- | 
et not to- he cured, by preſcriptions,-with- | 
t uſing them; or that heavenly joy can | 
de the creature of mortal unregarded. breath g/ 
7e can only preſcribe means and methods | 
hrough which God may be pleafed to de- | 
end, and in which thou art diligently. to | 
infiſt and wait. And becauſe I cannot well | 
ppoſe thee ignorant, where much is faid.| 
this purpoſez I ſhall therefore ſay lit- | 
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MW as the expreſſion hath been noted to ſigni- 


1. | I- Poſſeſs thy Soul with the apprehenſun, | 

| that thou art not. at liberty in this matter ? | 

but that there is a certain ſpiritual delefation, 
| which is incumbent on thee as indiſpenſa- 
ble duty. Some whoſe moroſer tempers do 
mor eſtrange them from delights, think them- 

ſelves more eſpecially concern'd, to baniſh 

every thing of that kind from their Religi- 


on, and fanſte it only to conſiſt in ſowre 
 Jand righteous ſeverities. Others ſeem to think | 
it arbitrary and indifferent ; or that, if they 
live in a continual ſadneſs and deje&tion of 
ſpirit, *tis only their infelicity, not their fault 3 
and apprehend 'not the obligation that is up- 
on them by a divine Law,' otherwiſe to 
manage and order their ſpirits. But what | 
then ? Are.ſuch words thought to be ſpo- 
Prov. 3.17.|ken at random, Her ways are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs. The Lord is the portion of mine In- 
heritance, The Lines are falPn to me in plea- 
fant places, ( or, in the midſt of pleaſantneſſes, 


fie)? Do ſuch Precepts carry no ſenſe with 
Pfal.37:4.| them 5 Delight thy ſelf mm the Lord. — Rejoice | 
Phil. 4. 447 the Lord always, and again T ſay, rejoice ; 
with many ,more? Do all paſſages of this 
Find in Scripture ſtand for Cyphers, of were 
they put in them by chance ?' Is there ſuch 
a thing as an aptitude to deleQation in our 
Hatures; and doth the ſantification thereof 
entitle the joy of Saints to a place among 
| Gal. 8.22] the fruits of the Spirit ;, and yet is the exer- 
ciſe of it to have no place in their hearts 
jand praRice ? Do not think you are _ 
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| Wiſdom: both to cheriſh his ow, and invit 


——_———— 


and aim of the whole Goſpel-revelation, tha 
| What is diſcovered to us of the word of life 


ted fo to extinguiſh or fruſtrate ſo confide 
rable'a principle of the Divine Life. Know, 
that the, due «xerciſe of. it is a' part of th 
orcer and diſcipline of Gods Family, That 1 
is a conſtitution of the divine Goodneſs an 


in ſtranzers to him; yea, that is the ſcop 


was purpoſely written to draw Souls int 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, tha 
their joy might be full, That the Miniſters 0 
this Goſpel are therefore ftiled the Helper 
of their joy. Therefore, though here it þb 
not required nor allowed, that you ſhoul 
indulge a vain trifling levity, or a ſenſual joy 
or that you ſhould rejoice you know no 
why, ( imitating the laughter of a fool ), 01 
inopportunely, when your ſtate admits it not 
or when the Lord calls to mourning ; yet ſet 
tle however this periwaſion in your hearts 
that the ſerious, rational, regular, ſeaſonabl 
exerciſe of delight and joy is matter of du4 
ty, to be charged upon conſcience, fro 
the authority of God; and 1s an integra 
part in the Religion of Chriſtians. An 
then ſure you will not think any object 
more proper and ſuitable for it to he ex- 
ercifed upon, than the foreſeen ſtate of bſel: 
ſedneſs, which is in it felf a firlneſs of joy 3 
the joy of our Lord. And is, in the pre- 
apprehenſions of it, a more conſiderable 
matter of joy than our preſent ſtate affordyg 
us beſides; and without relation whereto 
+ wl wy 


' Joh.1.4. 
2 Cor. 4» 
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| 3 Pet. 1, % lieving, did rejoice with joy unſpeakable and | 


 Keb.11.1; 


| of his Roman Chriſtians, that they might be | 


we have no- matter of rational joy at all. 
2. Keep Faith in exerciſe both in that 
act of ic which perſwades the Soul of the 
truth of the Goſpel revelation, and that a& 
of it which xzztes it to God through the 
Mediator. The Apoſtle prays on the behalf} 


filled with joy and peace in belicying 5 and we 
are told, how efte&ually ( as to this) it ſup- 
ply*d the place of frehe. Such as had not 
ſeen Chriſt, ( which was the priviledg of | 
many other Chriſtians of that time ), yet be- | 


Florius. 


pt. the thing promiſed, And hereupon they 


'aQual acceptance of our Bleſſedneſ= it ſelf; 
for when we take God through Chriſt to be 


our God, what is it, but to accept him as | 
'our eternal, and ſatisfying portion, whom | 
e are after fully to enjoy, in the viſion and | 


articipation of his glorious cxcellencies and 
bnfinire fulneſs? Which two as of Faith 
7e have mentioned together in one Text, 
they were perſwaded of the Promilſes,. and 
mbraced them; the former reſpe&ting the 
ruth of the promile, the latter the goodneſs 


COn- 


Faith direaly tends, in that double office } 
before-mentioned, to excite and foment this | 
joy. As it affſents to the truth of the Gol- | 
pel-revelation, it realizes the objeR, is the | 
{ubftance and evidence of the inviſible glo- | 
ry. As it unites the Sou! with God through | 
Chriſt, in a fidxcial and obediential clolure, | 
it aſcertains our intereſt therein, and is our | 


£. 
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confeſſed themſelves ( asit follows ) Pilgrims 
and Strangers on earth 3 which abdication of 
the earth -as none of their Country, coutd 
not be, but that through their faith they had 
a joyous pre-apprehenſion of that better ſtate. 
That contſſion did manifeſtly involve in it 
a lively joy, {pringing from the fight and em- 
brace of that more taking diſtant good which 
the promiſe preſented them with ; whence 
they covld not think it enough, to be ſuch 
to themſelves in their own thoughts and the 
temper of their minds; but they cannot for- 
bear (fo overcoming were their fights and 
taſtes) to give it out, to Ipeak, and look, 
and live, as thoſe thar were carried up in 
their ſpirits above this carth, and who did 
even diſdain to own themiclves in any other 
relation to it, than trat of Forcigners and 
Strangers. | 
Ser thy Faith on work, Soul, and keep it 
a work, and- thou wilt find this no riddle 
it will be {o with thee too; we have much 
talk of Faith among us, and. have the name 
often in our mouths, but how fery are: the 
real lively Believers? Is it to be thought 
that ſuch Bleſlednets ſhould not more affect 


our hearts; nay, would it not raviſh away 


it? And were it our preſent daily work, 
to renew the bonds of a vital union -with 
the. bleſſed God, in whom we expect to 
be bleſſed for ever, Could that be without 
previous guſts of pleaſure? *Fis not talk- 
ing of Faith but living by it, that will giv 
Gg 2 <, 


our very Souls, did we throughly believe] 


| | 


| = "The Bleſſedne {s of the | 18 vary | 


2 Cor. 1. 
2, 


us the experience of heavenly delights 


hoſtility and rebellion againſt Heaven 3 and 


grace of God thow baſt had thy converſation—, 
'him, and unto all well-pfeafing. Let that be 
jthine integrity, that thy heart may not re- 


[proach thee as long as thou liveſt. If iniqui- 


[dorms of God, (and here Conſcience rules un- 


oYS. 
8 Take heed of going in thy prattice againſ 
thy light ;, of perliting in a courſe of know 
or ſuipeted fin, that ſtates thee in, a dire& 


can never ſuffer thee to think of eternity and 
the other world with comfort ; wil fill thy 
mind with frightful apprehenfions of God, 
render the fight of his face the moſt terrible 
thing to thy thoughts thou. canſt imagine z} 
and fatisfation with his likenels the moſt 
anpoſhble thing. Let a. good underſtanding 
and correſpondence\ be continued between 
God and thee, { which is not poſſible, if 
thou diſobeyeſt/ the diftates of thy Conſci- 
ence, and takeff the liberty to do what thou 
juageſt God hath forbidden thee ), that this 
may be thy rejoicing, the teſtimony of a good | 
eonſcience ;, that in ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
rity, not according to fleſhly wiſdom, but the | 


Take God for a witneſs of thy ways and 
walkings; approve thy ſelf to his jealous eye z 
ftudy to carry thy felf acceptably towards 


thy ambition, to ſtand right in his thoughts, 
to appear gracious in his eyes. Hold faſt 


ty be in thy hand, put it away ; then ſhalt 
thou lift up thy face: without ſpot and with- 
out fear, Be a faithful ſubje& of that King- 


der 
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eſs, and then in peace ana joy mm the Holy 
Ghoſt, Thou wilt, ſo, daily behold the face 
of God in righteouſneſs and with peafire 3 
but wilt moſt of all pleaſe thy ſelf to think 
of thy final appearance before him, and the 
Bleſledneſs that ſhall enſue. | 

| -4 Watch and arm thy ſcif agaznſt the too 


corrupt the palate of thy Soul. A fenfual 
earthly mind and heart cannot taſte heaven= 
y delights ; They that are after the fieſh do 
avour the things of the fleſh;, they that are afe 
er the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Labour 
0 be throughly mortified toward this world 
and the prefent ſtate of things. Look upon 
this Scheme and Pageant as paſling away 
keep natural appetites under reſtraint, ( the 
world and the luſts of it paſs away toge- 
ther ): ſenſuality is an impure thing. "Hea- 
venly refined joy cannot live amidſt fo much 
filth. Yea, and if thou give thy fleſh liber- 
ty too far in things that are ( 2 ſpecze ) law- 
ful, it will foon get advantage to domineer 
and keep thy foul in a deprefling ſervitude. 
Abridg it then, and cut it ſhort, that thy 
mind may be enlarged and at liberty, may 
not be throng'd and pre-poſſeſt with carnal 


der him), which conſiſts firſt 7 righteouſ}| 


If orcible ſtrokes and impreſſions of ſenſible objets, | 
Let not the ſavour ot tuch low vile things; 


rt Cor? 7; 
>I. 
Joh. 2.17, 


Mzx. Tyr; , 


imaginations and aff:E&ions. © Let thy Soul 


<< Heathen) look with a conſtant ere& mind 
© into the undefiled light, neither darkene 

«nor born down towards the Earth 5 but 
; Gg 3 « ſtop- 


«(if thou wilt: take this inſtruction from a þ" aſſert. 


JA \ 
t 5 008 
24TH 
/ 
AQ Tavoss 


= 


\ 


Sth. BI cſednef of the Righteous. 


. 


F* topping its Ears, and turning its Eyes and 


&« 211 other | Senſes back vpon it ſelf; and 
&« quite aboliſhing out of it elf, all Earthly 
& Sighs, and Groans, and Pleaſures, "and Glo- 
«ries and Honours, and' Difpgrace 3 and 


1A thought of the heavenly glory is aſſoon 


© having forſaken all theſe, chuſe for the 
« Guides. of its way, true Reaſon and ſtrong 
© Love, the one whereof will ſhew it the 
* way, the other make it eaſte and plea- 
©1anr, 

5. Having voided thy mind of what u earth- 
ly and carnal, apply and turn it to this bleſſed 
Theam. The moſt excellent and the vileſt 
objects are alike to thee, while thou mind- 
eſt thmm not. Thy thoughts poſſibly bring 
thee jin nothing but vexation and trouble, 
which would bring in affoon joy and plea- 
{lure, didft thou turn them to proper objeQs, 


thought as of an earthly croſs. We com- 
plain the World troubles us; then what do 
we there? Why get we not up, in our ſpi- 
tits, into the quieter Region ? What trouble 
would the thoughts of future glory be to 
us? How are thoughts and wits ſet on 
wo:k for this fleſh? But we would have 
our Souls floutiſh as the Lillies, without 
auy thing of their own care., Yea, we make 


them toil For torture, and not for joy, re- 
volve an aMittion a thouſand times before 
and after it comes, and have never done 
with it, when eternal Bleſſedneſs gains not 


4 


a thought, 
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_ 6, Plead wag with God for his Spirit. 


{ This is joy 2 the Holy Ghoſt; or whereof = 


| muſt be called) are ſuch ſtrangers to thi 
work of imploring and calling in the blef: 
ſed Spirit, as if they were capable of adopt- 
ing theſe words, We have not fo much as hear 


is with them as an empty found. How hard- 
[ly are-w2 convinc'd of our neceſſary depen- 
| dance on that fre? Sprrit, as to all our truly 
{{piritual operations? This Spirit is the very 
| earneſt of our inheritance, The foretaſtzs and 
i fGrſt fruits we have here of the future Blel- 
ſedneſs, the joy and pleaſyre, the compla- 
[cential reliſhes we have of it before-hand, 
are by the gracious vouchtfafement and work 
of this bleſſed Spirit. The things that eye 
bath not ſcen, nor ear heard, and which have 
| 20t entred into the heart of man, are reveal- 
| ed by this Spirit. Therefore doth-the Apo- 
| ftle dire@& his prayer on the behalf of the 
Epheſians, to the Father of this glory, that 
he would give them this ſpirit of wiſdom and 
revelation, —to enlighten the eyes of their un- 
derſtanding, that they might kyow the hope of 
his calling, and the riches of the glory of his 
enheritance in ( or among ) the Saints, And 
its revelation is {uct as begets an impreſi- 
0n5 in reſpe& whereof *tis taid alſo, to ſeal 
[up to the day of redemption. Therefore pray 
{ earneſtly for this Spirit; not in idle dream- 
jing words of courfe, but as being really 
apprehenſive of the neceſſi:y of prevailing : 
; Gg 4 And 


—— 


is the Author. Many Chriſtians ( as they 


| whether there be an Holy Ghoſt, That name) 


62 


Eph. r. 
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Rom. 12, 
I2, 
Rom. 5, 2, 


And give not over. till thou find that 1a- 
cred' fire diffuſing it ſelf through thy mind 
2nd heart, to enlighten the one -and refine 
the other, and ſo prepoſlels both of this glo- 
ry , that thy Soul may be all turned into joy 


_ land praiſe, And thenlet me add here, (with- 


out the formality of a diſtin& head), That 
it concerns thee to take heed of quenching 
that Spirit, by either reſiſting or negletting 
its holy diQates; or, as the ſame precept is 
otherwiſe given, of grieving the Spirit ; he 
is by Name and Office the Comforter. The 
Primitive Chriſtians, *tis {aid, walked in the 
fear of God, and in the comfort of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, 1s it equal dealing, to grieve him 


whoſe buſineſs it is to comfort thee? Qr 


canſt thou expe& joy where thou cauleſt 
grief? Walkin the Spirit; adore its' power. 
Let thy Soul do it homage within thee, 
Wait for its holy influences, and yield thy 
{elf to its duQture and guidance; fo wilt thou 
SO as the redeemed of the Lord, with everlaſt- 
ing joy upon thy head, till thou enter that pre= 
ſence, where is fulneſs of joys and pleaſures 


for evermore. 
Nor co thou think it improper or ſtrange, 


{that thou fhoulcit be called upon to rejoice 


in what thou doſt not yet pofels. Thy hope 
1s inſtead of fruition 5 "tis an anticipated cn- 
joyment. We are commanded to 7ejoice 172 
hope; and Saints have profeſt to do 1o, to 
rejoice even in tie nope of the glory of God. 
Nor is it unreaſonable that ſhould be thy 


[preſent higheſt joy. For though yet it be a 


diſtant 


PIR 
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diſtant thing, and indiſtinaly revealed, the 
excellency of the obje& makes compenſation 
for both, with an abundant ſurpluſage. As 
any one would much more rejoice to be afſu- 
red by a great perſon, of ample poſſeſſions 
he would make him his Heir to,. ( though 
the knew not diftinaly what they ſhould be), 
han to ſee a ſhilling, already his own, with 
is OWN eyes, 


_ CHAP, 


7 Rule. 


[The addition of two , Rules, that more 


(preſent ſtate, till the night be over with us, 
land the vigorous light of the everlaſting day 
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ſpecially reſpe# the. yet future ſea- 
| ſon of this Bleſſedneſs, after this 


lifes 27z. 


until death. 


preſent life. 


Germs are yet two more Rules to be 
ſuperadded, that reſpe& the ſeaſon of 
this Bleſſedneſs, [| when we awake], 1.e. not 
till we go out of time into eternity, not till 
we pals out of the drowfie darkneſs of our, 


do ſhine upon us. Hence therefore ir will be 
further neceſſary : 
7. That while the appointed proper ſeaſon of 


patience is very requiſite in the preſent caſe, 


this Blefſedneſs us not yet come, (4.6. till God, 
all vouchlafe to tranflate-us from our pre- 
ent earthly ſtate ), we compoſe our ſpirits to 
patient expettation of it. 
Upon a twofold account, the exerciſe of 


viz. both in reſpe& of this very expettation 
It ſelf, and alfo in reſpe&t of the concomi- 


Rule 7. That we patiently wait for if | 


| | Pm 
Rule 8. That we love not too much this 


tant 
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tant miſeries- of ' this \expetting ſtate. In the 
former reſpe&, an abſent good is the matter 
j of our patience s, in the latter, preſept and 


way, to ſpeak to'the exerciſe of patience up- 
on the former account ; yet as to the latter, 
( though it be more collateral as to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe), it cannot be unfeaſonable 
briefly' to -conſider that alſo. 


of this Bleſſedneſs, renders patience very re- 
quiſite to our preſent ſtate. Patience hath as 
proper and neceſſary an exerciſe in expeCting 
the good we want and deſire, as in enduring 
the evil that is aually upon us. The dire- 
Qion ( it muſt be:remembred ) intends ſuch 
only as apprehend and deſire this Bleſſedneſs 
as their greateſt good, whole Souls are tran{- 
ported- with earneſt longings fully to enjoy 
what they have. foretalted. I am apprehen- 
five enough, that others need it not. There 
is.no uſe of patience in expeting what we 
deſire not. £ 

But as to thoſe who deſire it moſt, and 
who- therefore are moſt concerned in this 
advice, it may poſflibly become a doubt, How, 
ſince there is ſin in our preſent ignorance of God 
and unlikeneſs to him, this can be the matter 
of any patience. 

We muſt therefore know, thatas our know- 
leds of God, and conformity to him, are 
both our duty and bleſſedneſs, the matter both 
of our endeavour and of Gods vouchſafement 5 
io our ignorance of him, and unlikeneſs to 


3ncumbent evil. It falls more direaly in our | 


Firſt therefore, T he very expettation it ſelf | 


him, 
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'|That we have reafor: for it . Flent caſe, 


him, are both our ſir and bur miſery 3 which 
miſery, though God hath graciouſly removed 
it in part, yet alſo he continues it upon us in | 
'part, (as our ſad experience tells us), . by 
his juſt and wiſe diſpenſation, which we can- 
not except againſt. | 
Now therefore, looking upon the defe&t 
of our knowleds of God and likeneſs to 
him, under the former notion, though we are 
to refle& upon our felyes with great diſplea- 
ſure and indignation ; yet looking on. them 
in the latter notion, we are to ſubmit to_ the 
Aghteous diſpentation of God with a meek 
unrepining patzerce, | | 
By this parzence, therefore, I mean not a ſtu- 
pid fuccumbency under the retnaining diſeaſe 
and diftemper of our ſpirits, in this our preſent 
ſtate 3 a ſenſlels indifferency and olcitant ceſſa- 
tion from continual endeavours of further re- 
dreſs; but a filent and ſubmiſhve veneration of 
Divine Wiſdom, and Juſtice,| and Goodnels, 
that are ſweetly complicated in this procedure. 
with us, with a quiet peaceful expeRation of 
the bleſſed ifſue of it. '- ' 
This being premiſed, L ſhall briefly ſhew, 


That we have need of patience} in; this pre- 


I. That we have need of it, ({uppoſing our 
Souls are zntent, upon Glory, that we are incarn- 
eſt in this purſuit) will appear upon ſundry 
accounts, | | | 


 Firft,. 


| eſs 0] . 
-. Firſt, The greatneſs of the thing we expett 
To behold the. face of God, tobe [atisfied wit 
his likeneſs. What ſcriqus heart, apprehenſiv 
of its own concerns, can without much patienc 
hold out under ſuch an expeRation? How d 
Lovers that exp«:& the marriage-day, tell th 
hours, and chide the Sun that it makesno mor 
haſte? But how can that Soul contain it ſelf,tha 
expects the moſt intimate fruition of the Lord 
of glory. 
Again, conſider the continual repreſentation 
and frequent inculcations of this glory. Its vigo- 
rous powerful beams are, by often repeated 


as are intent towards it. Life and immortality 
are brought tolight in the Goſpel ; and they 
are obliged by command and inclination to 
attend its diſcoveries. The eye that's .once 
{mjtten, looks again and again, *tis not fa- 
tisfied with fſeeing.z and every renewed look 


pulſations, continually beating upon ſuch Souls} 


meets with, ſtill, freſh rayes of glory; they 
have frequent ſoretaſts and prelibations, which 
ſtill give life to new deſires. Tolie under the 
dire& ſtroke of the pawers of the world to come, 
{this requires much patience, to ſuſtain the 
burden of fuch an expeRation. Life it ſelf 
were otherwiſe a bitter and a weariſom thing, 
* And the want of ſuch foretaſts ( for alas 


rievous. 


ne farte, poſthac, tante dulcedinis hujus comparationt 
n terris vita nov. ſolim amariſſima, verum etiam amaritud 
ts videatur, M. Ficin, Epiſt, : | 

2 More- 


"4 


Cane- 
em tibi 
ngelica. 
9ce thro 
orun ; 
14M Mie 
zfica, 
emper 3 
atria 


they are not conſtant ) makes deſire ſometimes l1,1;24;1- 
morereſtl.&, and:expeRation more bitter and jeplea- 


ur , niff 
wvererit, 
tota' tibs 


| ipſo peni- * 
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Moreover,' conſider the ' Nature and' Sptin 
of theſe deſires, that work in. heavenly Soul 
towards this glory. They are. of a: Di- 
vine Nature: and Original; He that hath 
wrought us to this ſelf-ſame thing ts God, 2. Cor. 


$5. | 
4 Obſerve the tenour of this Propoſition 3 
God is not the ſubje&t of predication, but 
the predicate. The a@ion is. not predicated 
of God, as it would in this form of words, 
God hath wrought us, &c. but God is predica- 
{ ted of: this agent, q. d. this is the work, of 4 
Deity ; none but God could be the Author 
of ſuch deſires. That a Soul ſhould be aQ- 
'ed towards-glory by the alone. power of an 


to ſuſtain it, and make it ſtrong and able to 
endure ſuch a motion, where there is Divine 
Power to - at and move it forward. The 
Frame could not hold elſe, it muſt. diffolve. 
The Apoſtle therefore praving for the The/- 
ſalonians, that God would dirett their hearts 
#nto the love of bimſelf, *( which-could not 
| but enflame their Souls with a deſire: of a 
perfe& viſion and enjoyment ), preſently 
adds, and into the patient waiting for of Chriſt. 


upon the admirable ' conſtitution and - equal 
temper of the new: Creature, as to. the priz- 
ciples that are ingredient. into the. compoſiti- 


w21ſſion, mighty love with ſtrong patience. If we 
conlider it in atu frgnato, or in its abſtract 


Idea, this is its temperament 3. and of theſe 
| there 


Almighty hand ! here needs a,Divine Patience | | 


ed 


Where we cannot by the' way. but refle& | 


on of it, fervent defrres allay*d with meek ſub- |, 


ever you find it aually exiſting. God had 


' | conſtituent principles to be a. torment to i 
ſelf. | | 

LatUy, The tireſome nature of expetFation 1 
;t ſelf, is not leaſt conſiderable. It carrie 
| (*tisrrue) pleaſure (if it be hoping expetta 


ture to the mind, as a continued exertion} 
or ſtretching forth of the neck. (by which it! 
is expreſt ) doth to the body. Therefore it is; 
moſt ſignificantly ſaid by the wiſe man, Hope 
deferr”d makes the heart ſick, All theſe, 1 ſay, 
together - diſcover the truth of ' what the 
Apoſtle tells us, We have need of patience, 


| miſe. | | 
| 2, And as we have need of it, ſo we have 
alſo reaſon for it,' upon many accounts. *Tis 
no piece of rigorous ſeverity to be put upon 
the exerciſe of ſome patience, to be kept a- 
while in a waiting poſture for the completion 
of this bleſſedneſs. For, 

Firſt, The thing you expeth & ſure, You 
have not to do in this matter with one who is 
inconſtant, or likely to change. If ſuch a one 


there is a gradual participation , where, 


otherwiſe formed: a creature ( the prime of 
his- creatures ) fo' as by its moſt intrinſecal} 


{. 20) with itz but not without a great ad4 
| mixture of pain. It brings a kind' of tor- 


that when we, &c. we may inherit the Pro- 


Rom. 8.19. 
Pro.12.12. 


Heb. 10» 


ſhould make us large promiſes, we ſhould 
[have ſome cauſe never to think our ſelves 
ſecure, till we had them made good to us.. But 
ſince we live in the hope of eternal life, which 
God who cannot lie, and who, we know, # 


#5 9 
faith: 


it. r. 2; 
b.10,23, 


oy 


_ ' 
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| Pfal. 39.7: 


James 5, 


faithful, hath promiſed, we may be confident, 
and this confidence ſhould quiet our hearts. 
What a faithful friend keeps for us, we reckon 
as fafe in his hands, as.in our own. He that be- 
lieves makes not haſte. And impatient haſte ar- 
Sues an unbelieving jealouſie and diſtruſt. Sure: 
0 there is an end, and thy expeRation will not 
ecut off. -. 

And then, *tis 4 happineſs that will recom- 
penſe the moſt weariſome expeftation, *Twere 
So0d ſometimes to conſider with our ſelves, 
what's the obje& of our hope ? are our ex- 
peRatioris pitch'd upon a valuable good, that 
will be worth while to expe&t? 1o the Plal- 
miſt, What wait I for ? and he anſwers him- 
ſelf, my hope zs in thee, Sure then that hope 
will not make aſhamed. ? I'were a confoun- 
ding thing to have been a long time full 


petite trifle; but when we know before- 
hand the buſineſs is ſuch as will defray it 
ſelf, bear .its own charges, who would not; 
be contented to wait? 

Nor will the time of expettation be long, when 


to the longeſt term, *twas ſaid, Sixteen hun- 
dred years ago, to be but alittle while z three 
times over in the ſhutting up of the Bible, 
he tells us Þ come quickly. He ſeems to fore- 
ſee he ſhould be ſomething impatiently ex- 


What, will you not believe me? Be patient, 


and preſently he adds, be patient, ſtabliſh your 


faith the Apoſtle, to the. coming of the Lord +| 


of great hopes that at laſt dwindle into ſome| 


T ſhall awake, whez he ſball appear. Put it | 


peed : And atlaſt, Surely I come quickly, q.d. | 


hearts, 
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355 


hearts for the coming of the Lord drawetlh 


ſtant pleaſure of the exerciſe of grace, the hea- 


{more clearly revealed that other ſtate, to live al- 


fault) onr glory will be encreaſing, We may 


nigh. 
| w_ and amaſt the many troubles of that ſhort' 
time of expeflation many preſent comforts are in- 
zermsxt. Heaven is open tous, We have con- 
ſtant liberty of acceſs to:God. He dildainsnot 
our preſent converſe. We may have the con+ 


venly delights of meditation,the joy of the pub- 
lick {olemnities of worſhip, the communion and 
encouragement of fellow-Chriſtians, the light 
of that countenance whereof we expect the e- 
ternal viſion, the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the continual proſpect of glory all the way thi- 
ther. - What cauſe have we of impatience or 
complaint ? oY 
Further, Saints of all ages have had their 
expelling tinie. We are required to, be fol- 
lowers of them who through faith and pati- 
ence have inherited the promiſes, Our Sa- 
viour himſelf waited a life's time for his gl/o- 
rification. I bave (ſaith he) glorifi'd thee on 
earth, I have finiſhed the work, thou gaveſt me 
to do ! And now, Father, glorifie me with thine 
own. ſelf, &c. Op ; 
And while we-are waiting ( if it be not our 


be glorifying God in the mean time, which 
is the end of our beings 5 we nec not live 
here to no purpole. 


Again, Wewere well enough content, till God 


Ways 4s we do. *Tis not now ingenuous, to, 
be impatiently gperulou about the -time of 


& 


Q 
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Jam. 1, 


a do. 


{we may be perfect. 


| born perſons to be tranſported with a pre- 


our entring into it. "Ti his Tree vouchlafe- 
ment ; we never merited ſuch a thing at his 
hands. *Tis not commendable among men, 
to he over-quick in exatting debts, even 
where there was an antecedent right, much 
leſs where the right only ſhall accrue by pro- 
mite, not yet ſueable; would it not ſhame 
us to have God fay to us, Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you all ? 

And our former-ſtate ſhould be often re- 
fleted on. It you had promiſed great things 
to a wretch lately taken off the dunghil, and 
he 1s every day impatiently urgins you to 
an untimely accompliſhment, would you not 
check his over-hold haſte, by minding him 
of his original ? It becomes not baſe and low- 


keg LG 


poſterous over-hafty expeRation of high and 
great things. p | 

And it God bear with the ſ{infulneſs of our 
preſent ſtate, is it not reaſonable we ſhould 
bear with the infelicity of it to his appointed | 
time ? ; 
Beſides that,, we ſhould much injure our | 
ſelves by our impatiency ; imbitter our pre- 
ſent condition,_ increaſe our own burthen, ; 
diſhpate our ſtrength, retard our progreſs 
towards the perfeQion we profeſs to aim at 


for patzence muſt have its perfe& work, that | 


And others, that have had as clear appre- 
henfions and vigorous defires (at leaſt) of 
the future ſtate of glory as we can ( with mo-| 


deſty) pretend to, have yet herein _— 
te 
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| 


about the 


ſedneſs ) this further and concluding inftru- 
ion, viz. 


That ( however we are not to repine at 
our being held fo long in this world in an 
expecting ſtate, yet ) we let not our Souls cleave 
too cloſe to their terreſtrial ſtations, nor be on 


much in love with the body, and this preſent lo 

ftate of life on earth. 
For evident it is, that notwithſtanding all 
the miſeries of this expeRing ſtate, the moſt 
are yet loth to leave the world, and have 
hearts fordidly hankering after preſent things. 
And ſurely there is much difference between 
being parzent of an abode on earth, and being 
fond of it. Therefore fince the true bleſſed- 
neſs of Saints conſiſts in ſach things as we 
have ſhewn, and cannot be enjoy*d tz we 
awake, not within the compaſs of time an 

this lower world ; It will be very requiſtt 


[to inſiſt here a while in the proſecution 0 


this laſt Rule. And what I ſhall fay to it, 
ſhall be by way of 


(antion. 
Inforcement. 


1. For (aution : That we miſapprehend 
not that temper and diſpoſition of Spirit, we 
are in this thing to endeavour and aim at. 
And it eſpecially concerns us to be cautious 


Inducements, 
2 Degree, 


"5" 
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Jonah 4.3 


Job 7. 15 


Demite 
nauſrag'e 
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b 


of that deſire of leaving this world, or conj 
tempt of this preſent life, which we either 


aſpire to; or allow our ſelves in. | 

- Firſt, Inducements. Some are defirous, 0: 
thers at leaſt content, to quit the world up: 
on very inſufficient, or indeed wicked con- 


ſiderations. | 


| 


t. There are, who deſire it meerly to b 
out of the way: of preſent troubles, whereo 


they have either too _— a ſenſe, or ary 
c 


unworthy and impotent tear, | 

Many times the urgency and anguiſh. 0 
incumbent trouble impreſſes ſuch a ſenſe, an 
utters it ſelf in ſuch language as that, Vow 
O Lord, take 1 beſeech thee my life from me, 
for ut us better for me to die than to live. Or 
that, My Soul chuſeth ſtrangling and death ra- 
ther than life : Makes men long for death, an 
dig for it as for hidtreaſure \, rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad when they can find the grave. 

Yea, and the very fear of troubles that are 
but pendent and threatning, makes ſome 
wiſh the Grave a San&uary, and renders the 
Clods of the Valley fweet unto their thoughts. 
They lay poſlibly ſo humorfom and fanciful 
ſtreſs upon the meer circumſtances of dying, 
that they are earneſt to dye out of hand to a- 
void dying ſo and ſo; as the Poet would fain 
perſwade himſelf it was not Death he feared, 
but Shipwrack: It would not trouble them to 
dye, but to dye by a violent hand, or to be made 
a publick ſpeacle; they cannot endure the 
thoughts of dy:ng fo, Here is nothing com- 
mendaþble or worthy of a Cutie in all this. 


Ie 
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to live m ſach a caſey. even when there is a 


ufficiently known : Though, I- confets, there 
[were exceſſes in that kind, altogether un- 


life; invit {elf little deſirable; ina truly wor- 


It were a piece of Chriſtian bravery to dare 


viſible likelihood of dying a facrifite ih the 
midſt of flames. How much this glory was 
affeed inthe earlier days of Chriſtianity 1s 


imitable. - But if God: call a man forth-to be 
his Champion and Witneſs,” to lay down a 


thy cauſe, The tall: of his Providence ſhould 
be as the ſound of the trumpet to, a truly 
martial Spirit; it ſhould fill his Soul with 
a joyful courage and ſenſe-of horiout, and 
be comply*d- with cheerfully, with - that ap- 


| he ſ{ome.very hazardous piece of fervice, vsZ. 


would have .of his Generals putting him UP- 


he would ſay, © My General hath not (as the 
'** Moraliſt expreſſes his ſenſe for him ) de- 
T ſerved ill of me, but it appears he judged well. 


trials; that is, when they become our lot by 
providential diſpoſition, not by a raſh pres 
ipitation-of our ſelves. -And as it is a w#:k- 
dneſs inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, -to be of 
hat habitual temper, to chuſe to deſerr 00 
cauſe for the ſaving of life, lo it is a rpeakes 
eſs very reproachful to it, to lay down ones 
life in ſuch ,a caſe. with regret," as; unwilling 
n this kind to glorifie. him; who laid down 
is for us. We are no more to die tovnr ſelves, 


4 


| 
thath purchaſed -to himſelf a Dominion over, 
| "'E1 | both} 


prehenſion and reſentment z ſtout Soldier}: / 
Tperator 


t ſhould, be counted all joy to: | fall into] ſuch Jam, 7, 26 


han , to .live to our ſelves. Our Frd: Jelus| 
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t, ſed t bene 


A 
PEI_ - © apes. - rn ge 
» 


_— ; Þa + 
WES Obs 


"The Bleſſedneſs, of the Righteous.” 


| Rom. I 4. 8, 


both ſtates, of the [zip and dead, and whe- 
ther we live we muſt live to him, or die, wel 
muſt die tohim, *Tis the glory of a Chriſti- 
an to live ſo much above the world, that no- 
thing in it may make him either ford of life, 
or weary of zt, | | 

2. There are others who are ( at leaſt ) 
indifferent and careleſs ' how ſoon they die, 
jout of either a - worſe than paganiſh infide- 
lity, disbelieving the concernments of ano- 
ther world; or a brutiſh ſtupidity, not ap- 
prehending them or a groſs conceited ig- 
norance, miſunderſtanding the terms of the 
Goſpel, and thinking themſelves to be in a 
good condition, as to eternity, when the caſe}. 
is much otherwiſe with them. 

Take heed thy willingneſs to die be from 
no ſuch inducements, but a meer deſire of 
being with God, and of attaining this per- 
fetion and blefſedneſs, which he hath en- 
gaged thee in the purſuit and expeRation of. 
And then, having made ſure 1t be right as 
to the riſe and principle, be careful ze be not 
undue in point of Degree; 1.e. a cold intermit- 
tent velleity is too little on the one hand 
and a peremptory precipitant haſtineſs is too 
much on the other. The middle and defi-} 
rable temper here is a complacential ſubmiſſion 
to the Divine will in that affair, with a pre- 
ponderating inclination on our part, towards our 
eternal home, if the Lord ſee good, For we 
have two things to attend in this buſineſs, 
and by which our ſpirits may be- ſway? 
Fthis way or that, 5.e, the goodneſs of - 

| ad. 


att 
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objef+ to be choſen, and the will of God which 
muſt guide and over-rule. our choice, the for- 
mer. whereof we are permitted to. eye in 
ſuboruination to the latter, and not other- 
wile. | | ES, cop] EET. | 

, Now our apprehenſion of the. defirable- 
eſs and intrinſick . goodneſs of the obje&t 
ught to be ſuch, ( we are Infidels elſe, if 
we have not that account of it ), that no= 
{thing we can eye under the notion of 4 good 
0 #5, may be reckon'd 10 eligible as that, 
iz. our final and compleat Bleſſedneſs in the 
ther world ;, which becauſe we know we can- 
10t enjoy without dying, Death alſo'muſt be 
udged more eligible than Life, that-is, Our. 


ind Death as requiſite to make it preſent... $0 
hat the entire . obje& we ate diſcourſing of 
zeing preſent Bleſſedneſs, conſider it in com- 
arifon with any thing elſe, that can be look?d: 
upon by us as.a good which we our ſelves are 
o enjoy, it ought to be preijerr*d- and choſen 
out of hand, in as much as nothing can be: 
0- great a preſent good to us, as that. And 
his ought to be the proper habitual ' incli- 
nation of. our ſpirits, their conſtant frame and: 


relfare.. = = INIT 2 PEE £ x 
. But conſidering Gods Dominion over us,: 
and intereſt in our Lives and: Beings, and 
that as well ingenuity as neceſſity binds us: 
i be ſubje& to bis pleaſure, We ſhould here- 
1 patiently. ſuffer our lelves. to: be over-ru-' 
ed thereby, and not fo, abſtrattly mind our! 
112 own 


lefſedneſs muſt be judged el:gtble for ie ſelf, | 


jbent, as they reſpe& only our z:ntereſt and | 
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pwn intereſt and contentment in this mat- 
ter, as if we were altogether |our own, an 

had no Lord over'us. Plato, who abounds 

 _ In diſcourſes of the deſirableneſs of dying, 

and of the blefled change it makes with them, 

That are good , yet hath this apt exprefſion 

of the ſubjetion we ought- to be in to the 

ivine pleaſure as to this matter, ** That the! 

ou _ « Soul is in the Body as Soldiers in a Garri-| 

"ws [** ſon, from whence they may not withdraw | 

7523 3Z- |© themſclves without his order and direQi-| 

eyoyic. | on who placed them there :' And expoſtu-! 

|<Enead, 1:\Jates thus, © If ( faith he) a Slave of yours! 

* ſhould deſtroy his own Life without your|' 

© conſent,, would you not be diſpleaſed ; and 

<« if there had been any place left for revenge, 

<c been apt enough to. that too? So he brings 

© in Socrates dilcourſing z; and diſcovers him- 

elf herein to have. had more Light in this! 

matter, touching that ſubordinate intereſt on-| 

p men havein their own lives, and the -un-; 

awfulneſs of ſelf-murther, (as he had in other: 

things too ), than moſt Heathens of the more; 

refined Sec ever arrived to. | 

If therefore God- would give us leave to 
|die, we ſhould «por oxr own account be much 

ore enclin'd to chuſe it; but, while he] 

hinks fit to have it deferr*d, ſhould yield to, 

his will with an unrepining ſubmiſſion. On-| 

iy it ought not to reſt at all oz our part, or 

that as to our ſelves we find any thing more 

Srateful to us in this world, that we are wil- 

ling to ſtay a day longer in it. That for onr 

lown ſakes we ſhould affeft a continuance here, 

would 


End 20 "7 A ORE TA® 


_ —_ 


Tie Bleſednef of the Rights: fans. 


Would argue a terrene ſordid ſpirit. But then 
uch ſhould be our dutiful filial Love to the | 
ather xof our ſpirits, that in pure devo- 
edneſs to his Intereſts, we would be con- 
ent to dwell (if he would have it ſo) a 

pL drbaſelab's age in an earthly tabernacle for 

7 ſervice ; that is, that we may help to pre- 

erve his memorial in a lapſed world, (over- 

run with Atheiſm and ignorance of. its Ma- | 

Ker ), and win him hearts and love ( to our 
ttermoſt ) among his apoſtate diſſoyal crea- | 

way and in our capacities be hefpful to the 

encouragement of ſuch as he continues in the 
world for the ſame purpoſes. This is the ve- | 

y temper the Apoſtle expreſſes when in that Vil 1,23; 

rait. Which way the poiſe of his own ſpi- 

its enclin'd him, in-the conſideration of his 
wn intereſt, and what was ſimply more eli- 
ible to him, he expreſſes with high Empha=- 
is to be with Ghriſt, {aith he, i more, more | 
eſirable to be, (far there are two compara- 
tives in the Greek Text ), and therefore he 
profeſſes his owr deſire in order thereto, to 

e diffolved; but that private deſire was not ſo 

eremptory and abſolute, but:he could make it 

ield and give place. to his duty towards 
od and his Church, as it follows. So we 
know *tis poſſible, that reſpets to a- friend 
may qver-{way. a mans own particular incli- |: 
ation; and the inclination remain notwith- 
anding, but is ſubdued only ; otherwiſz, 
ad 'any reaſon or argument that did reſpect. 
my: ſelf perlwaded me to change it, I ſhould 
hea follow but my own proper inclination 
-RL-4 Rill, 
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. [ill and fo my friend hath RY to- thank” 
me "Ry | 

] So it ought to be with us here. Our #- 
clination ſhould preponderate towards a pre- 
ſent change of our ſtate; only our devoted- 
nefs to his intereſt and plealure, whoſe we 
are, ſhould- eaſily over-rule it. This is the 
lovely. xemper of a gracious {pirir, as to this 
thing, that ro die might be our choice, and to 
live in the mean time ſubmitted to as our du- 
ry. 

"a an ingenuous Son whom his Father 
hath employ'd abroad in a foreign Country, 
though duty did bind him cheerfully therein 
to comply with. his Fathers will, -and the ne- 
- jeeſfity of his affairs” yet, w when his Father 
ſhall ſignifie. to him, that now he underſtands 
no neceſſity of his. longer continuance there, 
and therefore he. may it he pleaſe return, but 
he "ſhall have. leave to follow his : own in- 
clination, *Tis not hard to conjecture, that 
the defire 'of ſeeing a Fathers face would 
{oon determine the choice of —_ a-Son that 
way... 
[But how remote . are the generality of | 
them that profeſs themſelves Gods Children 
from that -pious ingenuity ! We have taken 
root in the earth, and forgotten our heaven- 
ly originals. and alliances. We are as inha- 
bitants. here, not pilgrims; hardly perſwaded 
to entertain with any. patience the thoughts 
of leaving. our places on earth; which yet, 
do we what. we -can, ſhall ſhortly know us| 
no more.-.. | | 

In 
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In ſhort then: That vile temper of ſpirit, 
againſt which I profeſſedly bend my {elf in 
the following diſcourſe, is, when men, not 
out of any tenſe of duty towards God, or 
ſolicitude for their own Souls, but a meer 
ſordid love to the body, and affixedneſs of 
heart to the Earth and terrene things, caunor 
endure the thoughts of dying. And that 
which I perſwade -to is, that having the 
true proſpe& of the future Bleſſedneſs before 
our eyes, and our hearts poſſeſt with the 
comfortable hope of attaining to it, we ſhake 
off our earthly inclinations, and expe with 
deſire and joy the time of our diſmiſſhon 
hence, that we may enjoy it; which is the 
deſign of what was promiſed in the next 
place, viz. 

2. The Inforcement of this Inſtruittion. ' Suf- 
.| fer we therefore our ſelves to be reaſon'd 
with about this matter ; and let. us conſider 
whether we can in good earneſt think fuch 


an averſation, as we diſcover, to our bleſſed | 
tranſlation hence, an excuſable, a tolerable | 


temper ; or whether it be not highly reaſon- 
able, that we ſhould entertain the thoughts, 
at leaſt, with more content and patience (if 
not with more feryent deſire } of our depar- 
_ hence and introduttion into that other 
ate. 
| Let me demand of thee, Doft thou thus 
regret the thoughts of death, as being unwil- 
ling to die at all, or as being unwilling to 
die as yet? Is it the thing ir felf, or only. 
the circumſtance of time that thou excepteſt 
| li 4 againſt ? 
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{will ſeem more plavuſiblz, and ſo fix only of 


{2ccount of thy defires: Yer what 15 the rea- 


think that Soveraign power is as {ufficient to 
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again{t ? ”Tis likely thou' wilt ſay that which 


the latter 3 and that thou wilt not profels to 
defire an eterniry on earth, but only more 
time Well, let that for the preſent be ſup- 
poſed, as'it is a more madeſt, foto be a rue 


fon of this moderation with thee herein 5 
and that thou 1o limiteſt thy felt? Is it that 
thou belicveſt the Bleflednc1s of: the other 
ſtate will prove better than any thing thou 
canſt enjoy here ;-and:that thou art not wil- 
ling eternaily to' be deprived of ? But doft 
thou not think it is ow better alſo? And 
what canſt thou pretend, why: what is ow 
the b<{t and moſt deſirable good; ſhould not 
be ow choſen and deſired out of hand? Or 
is it that thou thinkeſt it unbecomes thee to 
crofs the ſupreme will of. him that made 
thee, who hath determined, that all men once 
ſhall die? And*' then, how knoweſt thou-but 
he hath alſo determined concerning thee, that 
thou ſhalt die the next day or hour Z and 
*tis only a preſent yullingneſs to. die, ;in ſubor- 
aination to the Divine Will; : or upon ſuppoſiti= | 
07 of it, thou. art periwaded to. Why, art 
thou not afraid, "leſt chy preſent nnwillingneſs 
fhould crofs his. preſent will ? Doſt thou not 


determine:of the circumſtance, as the thing 
it telf? And art: thou not afthamed to pre- 
tend an agreement” with Gad about the thing 
z2 ſelf, and yet difter with him about a cir 
by =: re ne ooo, 45 ances 
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ans > Shall that be a jround'p of quar- 
rel between him and thee ? 

' But while thou only profeſſeſt that more 
modeſt defire of wore time in the world, 
what ſecurity canſt thou give, that when| 
that deſire hath been liberally gratified, it 
ſhall be at length laid down, and tumultuare 
no more? What bounds wilt thou fax to ity] 
which thou dareſt undertake it ſhall not paſs ' 7 
Art thou ſure, when thou ſhalt have lain at 
the Worlds Breaſt ten or twenty years lon- 
ger, thou wilt then imagine thy ſelf to have 
drawn it dry; or that then thou ſhalt begin 
to nauſeate the World and wiſh for Hea- 
ven? Or haſt thou not reaſon from thy for- 
mer experience to ſuſpe&, that the longer” 
thou dwelleſt on Earth, the more terrene 
thou wilt grow 3 and that if thou be indif- 
poſed to leave it this day or yeer,- thou wilt 
be more ſo the next; and fo thy defire be- 
come boundlefs and infinite, which is to de- 
ſire to be here always, the thing which thou 
teem'dſt ſo unwilling to own. 

And if that prove at laſt the true ſtate of 
thy caſe, Art thou then a Chriſtian, -ot ang 
thou a Man, - that thou harboureſt in thy 
breaſt {0 irreligious and irrational, yea, {0 for- 
did a wiſh ? 

: What, wiſh eternally to be afixt toa Clod 
of Earth?1s that at length become thy God ? 
Or wilt thou ſay, he is thy God whom thou 
never deſires to enjoy ? ' Or that thou haſt al- | 
ready enough of him, but not of the world, 
—_ tp that he is y God ? Or- would thou 
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[| over-turn the Laws of Nature, and ſubvert, 


{the world, that ſhould ſo highly endear it 


the moſt Sacred Divine Conſtitutions, abor- 
tive the deſigns * of Eternal Wiſdom and 
Love, evacuate and nullifie the great At- 
chievments of 'thy merciful and mighty Re-| 
deemer, only to gratifie a Senſual Bruitiſh 
Humour ? 

But evident it is, thou Joſt only in vain 
diſquiet thy felf, thou cant not diſturb the 
{ettled order of things. Eternal Laws are not 
repealable by a fond wiſh. Thou ſer'ft that 
dreadiul thing, Death, at nothing the further 
diſtance, by thine abhorrency of it. It' will 
overtake thee whether thou wilt or no.3 and 
methinks thine own reaſon ſhould inſtru 
thee to attemper and form thy ſelf to what 
thou canſt not avoid, and poſſeſs thee with 
ſuch thoughts and deſires as thoſe of that 
diſcreet Pagay, **Lead me, O God, ( faith 
«© he) waiither thou wilt, and I will follow 
<« thee willingly ; but if I be rebellious and{ 
© refuſe, I ſhall follow thee notwithſtanding, 
What we cannot decline, *tis better to bear] _ 
willingly, than with a regret, that ſhall be] 
bath vaz and affiiitive. | 
"And what haſt thou hitherto met with in 


to thee? Examine and ſearch more narrow- 
ly into thy earthly comforts; what is there 
in them to make them felf-defirable, or 'ta 
be ſo for their ow? fakes? What is it to 
have thy fl:/h indulged and pleaſed ? to have | 
thy teale gratifi-d?- thy phinſie tickled? What 
ſo great goud, worthy of an immortal rea- 

. | {onable | 
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fonable ſpirit, canſt thou find in Meats and 


Fame and Applauſe, that ſhould render theſe 
things deſirable for themſelves ? 
And if there were any real felicity in theſe 
things for the preſent, whilſt thou art permit- 
ted to enjoy them, yet doſt thou not know, 
that what thou enjoyeſt to day thou may'ſt 
ofe to morrow,and that ſuch other unthought- 
pf evils may betall thee, as may infuſe a bitter- 
neſs into all thou enjoyeſt, which cauſes imme- | 
diately the enjoyment to ceaſe, while the things 
themſelves remain, and will be equal to a total 
loſs of all? | 
| And thus \( as the Moralift ingenuouſly : 
ſpeaks) © thou wilt continually need ano- | 
*© ther happineſs to defend the former, and 
* new withes muſt ſtill be made on the þbe- 
$ _ of thoſe which have already ſucceed- 
F* Cd. | 
But canſt -thou indeed think it worth the 
hile, that the Maker of the Univerſe ſhould 
reate a ſoul, and ſend it down into the 
orld on purpoſe to ſuperintend theſe tri- 
ial affairs, to keep alive a filly piece of well- 
figured earth while it eats and drinks, to 
move it to and fro in chaſe of ſhadows, to 
hold it up while others bow the knee and 
lo it homage, if it had not ſome higher work 
to mind in reference to another ſtate? Art 
thou. contented to live long in the world to 
Juch purpoſes? What low worthleſs ſpirit is 
his, that had rather be ſo employ'd than in 
the viſions of his Makers facez that c 
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Drinks, in full Barns and Coffers, in vulgar | 
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thus to entertain it ſelf oz earth, rather than 
partake the effuſions of Divine glory above; 
that had rather creep with Worms than. ſoar 
with Angels : aſſociate with Bruits than with 


lolve the Phenomenon, or give a rational ac- 
count why there ſhould be. ſuch a Creature 
as mari upon the Earth, abſtraing from the 
hopes of 'another world ? Who can think it 
the effe& of an infinite wiſdom 5 or account 
it a more worthy deſign, than the repreſent- 
ing of ſuch 'a Scene of ations and affairs by 
Puppets'on a Stage? For my part, upon the 


ſtricteſt enquiry, I ſee nothing 72 the life 


n ( ſuppoſing the free option given him 
in the firſt moment of his being) than 


ment. 
Yea, and is there not enough obvious in 


her to the contrary choice z and ſuppoſin 

a future Bleſſedneſs in another World, to 
ifſion to the Divine pleaſure) of a ſpeedy 
iſ\miſſfion into it? Do not the burthens that 
reſs us «2 this earthly tabernacle teach our 
very ſenſe, and urge oppreſt natures into in- 
oluntary. groans, while as yet our conſiar- 
ation doth: not intervene? And if we do 
ronfeder, Is notievery thought a ſting, making a 
much deeper.imprefſion than what anly touch- 


YES 


the Spirits of juſt men made perfett ? Whocan 


of man upon earth, that ſhould render it, for _ 
:t ſelf, more the matter of a rational ele&i- 


preſently again to ceaſe to be the next mo- 


Fth our fleſh and bones? Who can reflet 
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every mans experience, - to incline him ra- 


make him paſſhonately deſirous ( with ſub-}_ 


autos 
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| things! The inconſiſtency of our ſhattered 


| mates )), are none of our greateſt evils; yet 


order thereto. The darkneſs of our becloud- 


zity are many and great, thoſe that follo 

Chriſtianity more numerous and grievous. 
The ſickneſs, pains, loſſes, diſappointments, 
and whatſoever afflitions that are in the 
Apoſtles language, humane, or common tomen, 
( as are all the <xternal ſufferings of Ciþpſti- 
ans, in nature and kind, though they are li- 
able to them upon an account peculiar to 
themſelves, which there the Apoſtle inti- 


even upon the account of them, have we any 
realon to be ſo much in love with ſo un- 
kind a world? Is it not ftrange, our very 


compariſon of the more ſpiritual grievances 
of Chriſtians, as ſuch; that is, thoſe that 
aflict our Souls while we are ( under the 
conduQt of Chriſt ) deſigning for a blefſed 
eternity > if we indeed make that our buſi- 
neſs, and do ſeriouſly intend our ſpirits in 


ed minds! The glimmering ineffeQual ap- 
prehenſion we have of the moſt important 


thoughts, when we would apply them to 
{piritual Obje&s! The great diff.culty of 
working off an ill frame of heart, and the 


being ſo frequently toſt as between Heaven 

and Hell; when we ſometimes think our 

ſelves to have even. attained and hope to de- 
' as: {cen 


Bridewell ſhould be ſuch a Heaven to us?| 
But theſe things are little conſiderable in! 


no leſs difficulty of retaining a good! Our| - 
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Com 493. 
upon his preſent ſtate and not. preſently bg 
in pangs ? The troubles that follow. allo 
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| | ſcend no more, and are all on a: ſudden L 
 plung'd .in the Ditch, ſo. as that our own; 
Cloaths might abhor us ; fall ſo low into an 
earthly :emper, that we can like nothing 
{ Heavenly or Divine, and becauſe we cannot, | 
are enforced juſtly moſt of all to diſlike our. 
ſelyes ! Are theſe thing: little with us ? How. 
care forbear to cry out of the depths, to 
the Father of our ſpirits, that he would pity [ 
and relieve his own Offfpring? Yea, are 
we not weary of our crying; and yet more 
weary 'of holding in? How do repelPd 
temptations return again, and. vanquiſhed. 
| corruptions recover ſtrength? We know not. 
when our work is done. We are miferable 
that we need to be always watching, and 
more miſerable that we cannot watch, but 
are fo often ſurprized and overcome of evil. 
We ſay ſometimes with our ſelves, we will 
faves relief in retirement, but we cannot, 
retire from our ſelves; or in converſe with. 
| Godly friends, but they . ſometimes prove 
ſnares to us and we to them, or we hear 
but our own miſeries repeated in their com- 
plaints. Would we pray ? How faint is the. 
breath we utter? How long is it e're we 
can get our Souls poſſeſt with any becoming 
apprehenſions of God, or lively ſenſe of our. 
own concernments? Would we meditate ?. 
| ' | We ſometimes go about to compoſe our 
thoughts, but we may as well afſay to hold. 
Ea the Winds in our Fiſt. If we venture forth. 
into the world, how do our Senſes betray 
us? How are we mock'd with their impo- 

* : ſtures ? 
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| {ures 2 Their nearer objetts become with wr 
the only real ities, and eternal things are al 
vaniſh*d into airy ſhadows. Reaſon and Faith 
are laid afleep, and our Sex/e difates to - 
what we are to bclieve and do, as if it were| 
our only Guide and Lord. And what are 
we not yet weary ?-Is it reaſonable to con: 
tinue in this State of our own choice ? Is mi- 
ſery become ſo zatural to us, ſo much our! 
element that we cannot affe& to live out of | 
it ? Is the darkneſs and dirt of a Dungeon 
more grateful to us than a free open Air 
and Sun ? Is this Fleſh of ours ſo lovely 
a thing, that we had rather ſuffer ſo many 
deaths in it, than one in putting it off and 
mortality with it ? While we carry it about 
us, our Souls impart a kind of life to it, 
and it gives them death in exchange. Why] 
do we not cry out more feelingly, O wretch- 
ed man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from 
this body of death ? Is it not grievous to us 
to have ſo-cumberſom a yoke-fellow, to be| 
tied (as Mezentive is faid to have done ) the 
living and the dead together. | 
Do we not find the Diſtempers of our 
Spirits are moſtly from theſe Bodies we are 
{o in. love with, either. as the proper Springs 
or as the occaſion of them. From what 
cauſe is our drowſie ſloth, our eager paſh- 
ons, our averſion to ſpiritual objeRs,. but 
from this impure Fleſh ; or what elle is the: 
ſubje&t about which our vexatious cares, or 
torturing fears, our bitter griefs are taken 


up day by day ? pe” 
n 
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And why do we not conſider, that Tris one 
ly our love to it that gives ſtrength and vi- 
or to the moſtof our temptations, as where- 
'fin it is more. immediately concern'd, and 
which makes them ſo often victorious, and 
hence, to become our after-afflitions. He 
hat hath learn'd to mortifie the inordinate 
ove of the Body, will he make it the buſi-, 
els of his life to purvey for; it2 Will he 
offer violence to his own Soul, to ſecure ic 
from violence? Will he comply with mens 
luſts and. humors for its advantage -and ac=- 
commodation 3; or yield himlelt to the tyran- 
ny of his own avarice for its future, .or of 
his ore ſenſual luſts for its preſent content ? 
Will ir not rather be pleaſing to him, that 
his outward man be expoſed to periſh, while 
his inward man is renewed day by day ? He 
to whom the thoughts are grateful of laying | 
fit down, will not (though he negle& not 
duty towards it') ſpend his days in its 
continual ſervice, and make his Soul an Hell 
by a continual proyiſjon for. the fleſh and 
the Tuſts of it. That is cruel love that ſhall 
| lenflave a man, and ſubjet him to ſo vile 
and ignoble a ſervitude. - And it diſcovers a 
{ſordid temper to be ſo impoſed upon. How 
low. are our ſpirits ſunk, that we diſdain not 
fo baſe a vaſlalage ! God and nature have ob-/ 
liged us to live in Bodies for a time, but they 
have not abliged us to meaſure our ſeives by 
them, to confine our defires and deſigns. to | 
their compaſs, to look no further than their 
concernments, to  —_— no previous joys; 

in 
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ſent from the body, to be preſent with the Lord) , 


"Of the ſtate of my caſe, I know well, I am 


ted themſelves fo, as to. intend their preTent 
work with compoſed ſpirits. Take that one 
nſtance of the bleſſed Apoſtle, who, whileſt in 
his earthly tabernacle he proaned, being bur- 
hen'd to be clotlfd with glory, and to have mor- 
ality ſwallowed up of life, being 1cnſible e- 
pough, that during his abede or preſence in 
he body, he was abſent from the Lord; yet 
otwithitanding the fervor and vehemency 
f thefe longings, with the greateſt calmnets 
nd reſignation imaginable, ( as to the ter- 
ination or continuancg of his preſent ftate ), 
e adds, that (though he had rather be ab- 


it was yet. his chief ambition ( as the word he 6 
ifes ſignifies) whether preſent or abſent ( as if v 
n compariſon of that, to: be preſent or ab- 
ent were indifferent, though otherwiſe out 
df that compariſon, he had told us, he would 
de abſent rather ) to be accepred, to appear * 
Srateful and well-pleafing in the eye of God 
Juch that he might delight and take content 
In, (as his expreſſion imports). As if he 
had ſaid, though I am not unapprehenſive 


kept out of a far more deſirable condition, 
while I remain in this tabernacle ; yet, may 
| but pleaſe and appear acceptable in the 
1ght of God, whether I be fooner diſmiit 


| contend not. - His burden here, that fo ſen- 
ibly preſt him, was not a preſent evil ſo much 
is an'abſent good. He was not ſo burthen'd 
by what he felt and could not remove, as by 
Hh 2 what 
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trom this thraldom, or longer continued in it, | 
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what he ſaw and could not enjoy. His groans 
accordingly were not brutal, as thoſe of a 
beaſt as. a too heavy load; but rational, 
the groans of an apprehenſive ſpirit panting 
after an alluring inviting glory, which he had 
got the proſpe& of, but could not yet attain. | 
And hence the ſame ſpiritual reaton which | 
did exerciſe, did allo, at once, moderate his! 
deſires; fo that, as he ſaw there was reaſon | 
{ito defire, ſo he ſaw there was reaſon his de-| 
[fires ſhould be allay*d by a ſubmiſſive inge- | 
[/nuous patience, till they might have a due | 
[and feaſonable accompliſhment. And that| 


© en 


PIl.1. 23"|0:;2g 4 deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with | 


to ſhew how needful it is, this being that 


ame temper of mind we find in him, when | 


he profeſles to be in a ſtrait berween two, ha- 


Chriſt, which he thought to be far better, | 
and yet apprehended his longer abode in the | 
world to be needful for the- ſervice of the! 
Church; whereupon he expreſſes his confi- | 
dence, that he ſhould abide longer, and there- | 
in diſcovers how well contented he was, it 
ſhould be ſo. | | 
| Therefore, as in reference to this very ex- | 
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ence; ſo the exerciſe of it in this caſe hath | 
nothing harſh or unreaſonable in it, or which | 


with. 
And for the exerc;/e of Patience upon the 
Latter account, the concomitant miſeries of this 


Our preſent expetting ſtate : I need not inſiſt 


hich our own ſenſe will ſufficiently inſtru 
us 


ipe&ation it ſelf, there is great need of pati-| 


the ſpirit of+ a Saint may not well comport | 
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jof Bleſſedneſs in a ſtate of preſent.eaſe and 
reſt, in a quiet friendly world, in a calm and 
peaceful region, under placid and benign in- 
{fluences from men and times; but amidſt | 
ſtorms, and tempeſts, and troubles on every | 
(fide, under frowns and diſpleaſures, threats 
jand dangers, harſh and rough ſeyerities, ill and 
jungentle uſages, flouts and ſcorns, wrongs 
and injurious dealings, wants and preſſures | 
in many kinds. When the world i once for- 
pon by us, it grows angry ; if we diſclaim | 
fit, and avow our ſelves not to be of it, be- 
[come confeſſed ſtrangers and pilgrims in it, 
{et our ſelves ſeriouſly and viſtbly to mind 
land deſign fomething above and beyond it, | 
(diſcover our ſelves to be of them that are 
icalled out of it, from the ſame principle that 
lit loves its own, it will hate 4, when once 
God calls us his ſons, the world will not know 1 Toh. 3.1. 
[z, Weeſeeinthis context we are diſcourſing 
ifrom, what the Pfalmiſts condition was, | 
{whilſt as yet he remained under this bleſſed 
[expeation ; he found the wen of time, whole 
| portion was in this life, to be deadly enemies, 
[wicked oppreflors, proud inſulters; they 
were to him as greedy lions, as a blood- 
{thirſty ſword. His cries to be delivered 
 Iiſrom them, ſhew what he me: with at their 
{hands, or thought he had reaſon to fear. 
| Nor can fo raging enmity and hate ever , 
| ceaſs to meditate miſchiefs and cruelties. | 
The tane principle ſtill remains in all the | 
Serpents brood , and will ſtill be putting 
Hh 3 forth 


| jus in. Weare not to expect the future ſtate 
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Jof your complaint, ought to be the matter of 


| patience whereby God bears the wrongs done 


forth it ſelf in ſuitable pratices, which can- 
not bur infer to the contrary Seed continual 
trouble and matter of complaint. 

And (in ſhort) whatever is here the matter 


your patience. Whence it cannot be doubt- 
ed the matter of it will be very copious; fo 
as to require the [al] of patience (as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks) 5 which his addreſſing this ſolemn 
requelt to God on the behalf of theſe Coloſſiarr 
Chriſtians plainly intimates. He prays that they 
may be ſtrengthened with all might according to 
the plorious power of God unto [all] patience,&c. 
Patience is the Chriſtians ſaffering power, tis 
Paſſive fortitude, an ability to ſuffer; and fo 
apprehenſive he is of their great need of a full 
and ample ſupply of this power , that he prays 
that they might be ſtrengthened in this kind 
with m72hr, with all might, that they might be 
even almighty ſufferers;, ſtrengthened with a 
might according and correſponding to the glo- 
rio power of Ged himſelf ;, Such as might ap- 
pear the proper impreſs and image of Divine 
power, whereof the divine power might be 
both the principle and the pattern ( for the 


to him is cailed power too 5 Let the power of 
rhe Lord be great as thou haſt ſpoken, ſaying, 
the Lord is long-ſufferins, forgiving, &6.) And 
this [unto all patience |, where patience is put 
for an att of thiy power, or muſt be under- 
ſtood of patience in exerciſe, attral bear- 
#7. 
| Nor are we to look upon the -expreſhons 
| | = of 
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of this prayer as lo many hyperbol:cal ſtrains, 
or Rhetorical ſchemes of Speech. He prays 
according to the apprehenſion he had of the 
neceſſity of ſuffering Chriſtians. 

And yet how much ſoever the zeed is, 
the reaſon is not lels, *Tis a thins as poſſible 
as it is zeceſſary; yea, there is more in the 
power of the cauſe, than to work this ſingle 
effect, 1 mean itnotonly of the efficient caule 


{ciency in its kind allo) hinted in the clofe of 


[the following verte. He doth not utter vain 
{and groundlefs wiſhes, when he prays, that 


;t00, and giving of thanks; no, the matter (as if 
he had {aid ) will bear it, even the inheritance 
of the Saints in light ( the very expectation 
objettive, 1 am ſpeaking of ). Ir hath enough in 
it to induce, not only patience, but joy, not a 
contented bearing only, but giving of thanks 
too, to bim that hath made you meet for that in- 
| heritance, | 

True it is indeed, that the very need we 
have of patience, and the gain that would ac- 


[evils muſt be undergone, how much better 
{is1t to bear them alone, than to have the di- 
ſeale of a wounded impatient {pirit, to bear 
alſo as an additional burthen. . The Law of 
patience is certainly a moſt indulgent mer- 
ciful Law, a gracious proviſton ( as much as 
can be made by a Law ) for the quiet and 

Ha 4 calc 


mentioned before, but of the obþj:Rive or | 
final ( as havins tfuch a fuperabundant fufi- 


to that all of patience they might add joyfulneſs | 


crue by it, is it {elf a reaſon, why we ſhould | 
labour to frame our ſpirits to it; for if ſuch 
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Rom-8.18 


*[moſt perfe& a of reaſon), That the ſuffer- 


eaſe of our ſpirits, under the ſharpeſt and 
moſt afflictive ſufferings. As might at large 
be ſhewn, were it ſuitable to fall into a dit: 
courſe of Patience in it {elf conſidered; and 
to treat of that reſt and pleaſure, that liber- 
ty of ſpirit, that poſſeſſhon and dominion of 
ones own Soul, which it carries in it : But 
that were too much a digreſhon. It only 
falls diretly here 'in our way to conſider, 
That as we have many grievances and preſ- 
{ures to undergo, while) we are expecting the 
future Bleſſedneſs, Which render the exerciſe 
of patience very requiſite, ſo+that there is 
enough of weight and worth in that very ex- 
pettation, (4.e, in what we expe) to out- 
weigh them all, and to render the exerciſe 
thereof highly reaſonable upon that account. 
F reckon ( faith the Apoſtle ) that the ſuffer- 
ings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed 
in us. Thus (faith he) 7 reckon,s.e. it is 
my ſtated fetled judgment, not a ſudden raſh 
thought, When I have reaſon'd the matter 
with my ſelf, weigh'd it well, conſider'd the 
caſe, turn'd it round, view'd it exatly on 
every fide, ballanc'd advantages and difad- 
vantages, ponder*d all things which are fit 
to come into conſideration about it, this i 
the reſult, the final determination, that which 
I conclude and juc's at laſt, ( judgment is 
the laſt produc and iſſue of the moſt ex- 
quiſize enquiry and debate, the ultimate and 


zngs of this now of time are of no value . ys 
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not fit, as it were, to be mentioned the ſame 
day with the glory to be revealed, &c&. It can 
therefore be no hard Law, no -unreafonable 
impoſition, that ſhall oblige us to the- exer- 


 junto, and transforms the Soul. How little can 


their future Glory. 


xpettation of ſo tranſcendent glory. For, con- 
der; - | 

Firft, Theſe ſufferings are but from men, 
for the ſufferings of which the Apoſtle here 
peaks, are {uch as wherein we ſuffer together 
ith Chriſt, z. e. for his Name and Intereſt, 
n behalf of the Chriſtian cauſe) : But this 
lory is from God. How difproportionable 
muſt the effeas be of a created and increated 
auſe, 
Again, Theſe ſufferings reach no further 
han the bone and fleſh, ( Fear not them that 
kill the body, and after they have done that, 
can do no more, &c. ) But this glory reaches 


a clod of earth ſuffer, in compariſon of what an 
immortal ſpirit may enjoy ? | 
| And further, There is much mixture in 
our preſent ſufferings: the preſent ſtate of 
luffering Saints 1s not a ſtate of total miſery ; 
there are, as it were, Rays of Glory nter- 
lac'd with their preſent aflitions : But there 
will be nothing of AMi&tion mingled with 


Yea, and ( what may not only convince, 


are but temporary, ( nay, but. momentary ), 
This'glory eternal, What heart is big enough 
fo comprehend the full ſenſe of thefe words, 


cile of patzence, under ſuch ſufferings, 2 the] 


re even tranſport us too), Theſe ſufferings}|' 


Our 
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Our light affiiction which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of gory: How might 1 dwell here 
upon every ſyllable, hght afft&tion, weighty 
glory; | exceeding weight], affliction tor a 
moment, eternal weight of glory ! 

O then, How unworthy is it of the Chriſti- 
an name and hopes, that we ſhould have an 
impatient reſentment of this Method God 
follows with us, ( as he did wich our great! 
Redeemer and Lord ), that we ſhould 1uffer |. 
firft, and then enter into glory ! Heaven were | 
a poor Heaven, if it would not make us ſa- 
vers. It were high time for us to give over- 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, if we do not really 
account, that its reward and hope do fur- 
mount its reproach and trouble ; or dothink 
its Croſs more weighty than its Crown. Is 
the price and worth of eternal glory falPn ? 
It hath been counted worth 1uffering for. 
There have been thoſe in the world that 
would not accept deliverance from theſe ſuf-} 
ferings, that they might obtain the better reſur- | 
refttion. Are we grown wiſer ? Or would we| 
indeed wiſh God ſhould turn the Tables, | 
and aflign us our good things here, and here- 
after evil things ? Ungrateful Souls ! How {e- 
vere ſhould we be to our ſelves? That we 
ſhould be ſo apt to complain for what we 
ſhould admire and give thanks! What, be- 
cauſe purer and more refined Chriſtianity in 
our time and in this part of the world hath 
had publick favour and contenance, can we 


therefore not tell how to frame our minds 
to 
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1 | as e thoughts oT 1Ufterings 7” Are Tribulati | 


1 and Patience antiquated names, quite out of 
ate and ufe with us, and more ungrateful 
o our ears and hearts, than heaven and eter- 
nal glory are acceptable ? And had we rather 
if we were in danger of ſuffering on the 
zhriſtan account ) run a hazard as to the 
latter, than adventure on the former? Or do 
7e think it impoſſible we ſhould ever come 
to the trial, or be concern'd to bufie our 
ſelves with fuch thoughts? Is the world be- 
come ſo ſtable and ſo unacquainted with vi- 
cifſitudes, that a ſtate of things lefs favourable 
to our profeſſion can never revolye upon us? 
It were, however, not unuſeful to put ſuch 
a caſe by way of. ſuppoſition to our felves. 
For every ſincere Chriſtian is in affe&ion and 
preparation of his mind a Martyr. He that 
loves not Chriſt better than his ows [ife, can- 
not be his Diſciple. We ſhould at leaſt in- 
ure our thoughts more to a ſuffering Rate, 
that we may thence take ſome occaſion to 
refle&t and judg of the temper of our hearts 
towards the Name and Cauſe of Chriſt. *Tis 


tion, but ſomething may be colle&ed from 
the obſervation, how we can reliſh and com- 
port with ſuch thoughts, *Tis as framing in 
order to fight; which is done often upon a 


eafie ſuffering indeed, in Idea and contempla-f 


* very remote ſuppoſition, that ſuch occaſions] 
may pollibly fall our. 
Therefore, What now do we think of it 
if our way into the Kingdom of God ſhall 
be through many tribulations ? If, before we 
| be- 
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ehold the {miles of his bleſſed face, we muſt | 16 
be entertained with the leſs pleafing fight of 
| Ithe frowning afpe& and viſage of an angry 
world ? If we firſt bear the image of a cru- 
| Icified Chriſt, e're we partake of the likeneſs 
of a glorious God ? What, do we regret the + 
thoughts of it? Do we account we ſhall be 
ill dealt with, and have an hard bargain of it ? 
O how tender are we grown, in compariſon 
of the hardineſs and magnanimity of Primi- 
tive Chriſtians | we have not the patzence to 
think of what they had the patience to endure, | 
We ſhould not yet forget our ſelves, that 
fuch a thing belongs to our. profeſſion, even 
in this way to teſtifie our fidelity to Chriſt, 
and our value of the inheritance purchaſed 
by his blood, if he call us thereunto. We 
muſt know it is a thing inſerted into the Re- 
ligion of Chriſtians, and (with reſpe& to 
their condition in this world ) made an ef- 
ſential thereto. He carmot be a Chriſtian, 
that doth not deny himſelf and take up the 
Croſs. How often, when the ative part of 
a Chriſtians duty is ſpoken of, is the paſſive! 
part ſtudiouſly and expreſly annexed ? iLet| , 
Heb.12. 3.1: 747 | with patience] the race that 1s ſet 
before us. The good ground brought forth 

Matt. 17. |frait [with patience |, eternal life i for then 
Rom. 2. srhat by © a patient | continuance in well-doing| 
| | eek after it. Yea, and hence the Word of | 
{Rev. 3. [Chriſt is called the Wo7zd of his [ patience }. | 
Chap. x. {And the ſtile wherein the beloved Diſciple; 
ſpeaks of himſelf, and his profeſſion is this 
1 John, a companion in tribulation and un the Þ 
Kg « 
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Kingdom and [| patience] of Feſus Chriſt, Do 
we mean to plead preſcription againft all this ? 
!Or have we get” an expreſs exemption ? Have 
we a diſcharge to ſhew, a manumiſhon from 
all the ſuffering part of a Chriſtians duty? and 
is it not. a diſcharge alſo from being Chrifti- 
ans as much ? Will we diſavow our ſelves 
to belong to that noble Society of them that 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes ? Surely we are highly conceited of our 
ſelves, if we think we are too good to be 
numbred among them of whom the world was 
20t worthy. Or we deſign to our ſelves a long | - 
abode here, while we ſo much value the 
worlds favour, and a freedom from worldly 
trouble: Or eternity is with us an empty | 
found, and the future Bleflednelſs. of Saints 
an alery thing, that we ſhould -reckon it in- 
ſufficient to -counterpoiſe the ſufferings of a 
a haſty days that will {o ſoon have: an end. 


Tis a ſad Symptom of the declining Rate of 
Religion, when the powers of the world to 
cone are 10 over-maſtered by the powers of 

this preſent world, and objeQs of Senſe 1o 

wch out-weigh thoſe of Faith. And is not | 

his apparently the caſe with the Chriſtians 
of the preſent age ? Do not your thoughts 
run the ſame courſe with theirs, that medi® 
tated nothing but. fitting on the right and 
eft hand of Chriſt, in an earthly dominion, 
hile they never dreamt of drinking of his 

Cup, or being baptiſed with his Baptiſm?'| 
Mow many vain dreamers have we of golden 
mountains, and (I know not what ) earth- 
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ly felicity 3 whoſe pretended Propheſies about 
a (ſuppoſed ) near approaching proſperity 
to the Church on earth, gain eaſier belief, or 
are more ſavoury and taking with too many, 
than all that the Sacred Oracles diſcover a- 
bout its glorious ſtate in Heaven ? Hence are 
our ſhoulders ſo unfitted to Chriſts yoke 
(like the unaccuſtomed Heifer )), and the 
buſineſs of ſuffering will not enter into our 
hearts. Methinks the belief and expeQation 
of ſuch a ſtate hereafter, ſhould make us even 
regardleſs of what we ſee or fuffer here; and 


[render the good or evil things of time as in- 


different to us. Yet neither plead I for an 
abſolute Stoical Apathy, but for Patience, A 


{great follower of that Se& acknowledges, 


© [t is not a vertue to bear what we feel not, 
«or have no ſenſe of. Stupidity under Pro- 
&« yidence is not a Chriſtian temper ;, as that 
Moralift ſays of the wiſe man, ©*Tis not 


<< a{cribed to him. 
But left any ſhould run into that more 


dangerous miſtake, to think, that by the pa- 
zence we have been all this while perſwa- 
ding to ( in the expeRation of the bleſſed- 


neſs yet to come) is meant a love of this pre - |. 


ent world, and a complacential adherence of 
eart to the earth, ( which extream the ter- 
ene temper of many Souls may much en- 
cline them to); It will be neceſſary upon 
that account to add ( in reference alſo to 


the yet future expeRed ſeaſon of this blet- 
ſedneſs 


<« the hardneſs of tone or iron that is to be 
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1h-the hope of being one day delivered fro 

them. No {ſuch hard Law is laid upon us 

But how apt ate we to becorre h:rein a mo 
oppreſſive. Law to our ſclves; and not o 

ly to lodg in filthy: earthen-Cottages, butt 

love them and .confine our felves to them 

loth ſo much as to peep out» ”Tis the ap 
expreſſion of a Philoſopher, upbraiding tha 

baſe low temper, © The, degenerous Soul} x $2 Sen 
«( ſaith he) buried in the Body, is as aſa vv#] 
« ſlothful creeping thing, that -loves its holg**7%** 
«and is loth to come forth. | 166 reel 
Jr, as Uh 
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And methinks, if we have no. love for ou 
better and more noble ſelf, we ſhould no 
be altogether unapprehenſive of an obligati3 
on upon us, to expreſs a dutiful love to thi 
Author of our beings; doth it conſiſt wit 
the love we owe to him, to deſire always t 
lurk in the dark, and never come into hi 
bleſſed preſence? Is that our love, that we 
never care to come nigh him? Do we not 
know, that while we are preſent in the body,j2 Cor- 5-| 
we are abſent from the Lord ? Shonld wej®*: 
not therefore be willing rather to be preſent] 
with the Lord, and be abſent from the body + 
Should we not put on a confidence, an ho 
ly fortitude, ( as *tis there expreſt, we ar 
confident, or of good courage, and thence, 
willing, &c. ) that: might carry us through 
the Grave to him. As is the brave Speech 
of that laſt mentioned Philolopher, © God 

: | will 


j 
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 Jedveerau, | the way thither; and death,which he that is 
& -j&c. Item. 
 - {diſc 1, 


Cant. 8. 
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| [better than him? And have we not profefſed- 


| 


fvoted ones? Will we be his, and yet our 


Fexxill call thee &re long, expect his call, 
< Old age will come upon thee, and ſhew thee 


* poſſeſt with a bale fear laments and dreads as 
it draws on, þut he that is a Jover of God ex- 
L pees'it with joy, and with courage meets it 
5 when It comes. 

1 Is our love to God fo faint and weak, that 
xt dares not encounter Death, nor venture up- 

n the imaginary terrors of the Grave to go 

o him ? How unſuitable is this to the cha- 

ater which is given of a Saints love? And 

ow expreſly are we told, That he who 
oves his life better than Chriſt, or that even 
hates it not for his ſake,_( as certainly he can- 
not be ſaid to do, that is not willing to part 

ith it to enjoy him ), cannot be his Dif- 
ciple ? If our love to God be-not ſupreme, 
*tis 70ne, Or not ſuch as can denominate us 
lovers of him; and will we pretend to be fo, 
when we love a putid fleſh and this baſe earth 


ly, as a fruit of our avowed love to him 
ſurrendred our ſelves? Are we not his de- 


own ? Or pretend our ſelves dedicated to his 


AR 


holy pleaſure, 'and will yet be at our own 
diſpoſe, and ſo diſpole of our ſelves too, a 
that. we may be moſt ungrateful to him, an 
moſt uncapable of converſe with him ? Ho 
doth this love of a periſhing life and of 
litfle animated clay ſtop all the effuſions of 
the love of God, ſuſpend its ſweet and plead 
fant fruits, which ſhould þe always exerting 


them, 
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obedience, joy, and praiſe, who are through] 
the fear of death all their lives ſubje& to 
bondage, and kept under a continual diſmal 
expeRation of an unavoidable diſſolution ? 
Bur muft the great God loſe his due acknow- 
ledgments becauſe he will not underſtand 
wherein he deals well with us? Is his mere! 


[Soul and ſet thee free, knock off thy fetters 


y therefore no mercy.? As we cannot nullifie 
;his truth by our xbelef, ſo nor his good- 
neſs by our di/eſfeem. But yet conſider, doth 
it not better become thee to be grateful than 
repine that God will one day unbind thy 


and deliver thee out of the houſe of thy bon- 
dage ; Couldſt thou upon deliberate thoughts 
judsg it tolerable, ſhould he doom thee to this 
earth for ever? He hath however judged other- 


themſelves towards him ? Where is their love, | 


_— 


wiſe, (as the Pagan Emperor and Philoſo- 
pher excellently ſpeaks), who i the Author 
both of the firſt compoſition of thy preſent being, 
and now of the diſſolution of it , thou wert the 
cauſe of neither, therefore depart and be thank: 
ful, for he that diſmiſſeth thee dealeth kindly 
with thee, It yet thou underſtandeft it not, | 
yet remember, It is thy Father that diſpoſes 
thus of thee ; How unworthy is it to diſtruſt 
his love? What child would. be afraid to 
compoſe it ſelt to ſleep in the Parents. bo- 
ſom? It expreſſes nothing of the duty and 
ingenuity, but much of the frowardnels and 
folly 'of a child, They fometimes cry vehe- 
mently in the undreſſing ; but ſhould their 
cries be regarded by the moſt indulgent Pa- 
res Rk 2 rent ? 
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{than of Pilorims on earth, longing to be at | 


{ rent? Or are they fit to be imitated by us? 
We have no excuſe for this our forward} 
nels. The bleſſed God hath told us his gra- 
| cious purpoſes concerning us, and we are 
; capable of underſtanding him. What if he 

had totally hidden from us our future ſtate z 

! and that we. knew nothing, but of going! 
' Into an eternal ſilent darkneſs? The Autho-; 
[rity of a Creator ought to have awed us in- 
to a ſilent ſubmiſſion, But when we are told! 
| of luch a glory, that *tis but drawing aſide! 
| the fieſhly vail and we preſently behold its: 
| methinks the blefſed hour ſhould be expeA-| 
ed not with patience only, but with raviſh-| 


bg oy. | 
| Did we hear of a Country in this world, 
; 


where we might live in continual felicity, 


without toil, or ſickneſs, or grief, or fear, - 
|who would not wiſh to be there, though! 


[the paſſage were troubleſom? Have we not! 
[heard enough of Heaven to allure us thi-| 
[ther ? - Or is the eternal truth of ſulpeed! 
credit with us? Are Gods own reports of! 
the future glory unworthy our belief or re-[ 
gard? | 
| How many, upon the credit of his word, | 


are gone already triumphantly into glory?T| bat |. 


only \ ſeeing the promiſes afar off, were per ſwaded! 
of them, and embraced them, and never after! 
jowned themielves under any other notion | 
home in their moſt deſirable heavenly Coun- 
try. We are not the firſt that are'to open! 
Heaven ; the main Body of Saints is already | 
there ; þ 
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there; tis in compariſon of their number, 
(but a ſcattering remnant that are now alive 
[upon the earth. How ſheuld we long to be 
aſſociated to that glorious Aſſembly 2 Me- 
{thinks we ſhould much more regret our be- 
| {ing 1o long left behind, . 

| But if we ſhould defire ſtill to be ſo, why 
{may not all others as well as we, and as 
much expe& to be gratified as we? And 
{then we ſhould agree in deſiring, that our! 
Redeemers triumph might be deter'd, that” 
ihis Body might yet remain incompleat, that 
!he mighr till be debar'd of the long expeQ-} - 
£d fruit of the travel of his: Soul, that the | 

' name of God might be til] ſubjected to the | 
, blafphemy and reproach of an Atheiſtical | 
world, who have long ago ſaid with deri- | 
fion, Where is the promiſe of his coming ? | 
| Would we have all his Deſigns to be till 
qog yn and ſo mighty wheels ſtand ftill. 
for us, while we ſport our fclves in the | 
duſt of the earth, and indulge our ſenſual | 
inclination, which ſure this bold deſire muſt | 
argue to be very predominant in us; and | 
ſtake heed it argue not its habitual preva- | 
fIency. | 
| Atleaft, if it diſcover not our preſent fex- 
ſuality, it diſcovers our former ſloth and zdle- 
eſs. It may be we may excuſe our averſneis | 
to dye by our unpreparednels, that is, one | 
fault with another, ( though that be. beſides ! 
ithe caſe I am ſpeaking of). What then have| 
'we been doing all this while? What, were 
the affairs of thy Soul not thought of till 
Bk 3 now ?; 


a 


Lan ale IRR 4 Þorus mags 
. 


"The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteowr. 


| 


inow? Take then thy reproof from a Hea-! 


I* dition is it to complain of the ſhortneſs of 


j< art thou to be truſted with more time ? | 


reconciled to the Grave, and the thoughts 


then, that it may convince thee the more, 
« No 'one, ſaith he, divides away his money 
© from himſelf, but yet men divide away 
c« their very life—But doth it not ſhame thee 
«(Che after adds ) to reſerve only the relicks! 
&« of thy liſe ro'thy {elf, and to devote that! 
&« time only to a good mind which thou 
& cant employ upon no other thing ? How 
<« late is it to begin to live when we ſhould 
« make an end; and defer all good thoughts 
<« to ſuch an age as poſſibly few do ever reach} 
*; to., The truth is ( as he ſpeaks ) we have} 
© not little time but we loſe much, we have 
« time enough were it well employ*d, there- 
« fore we cannot ſay we receive a ſhort life, | 
« but we make it ſo, we are not indigent of 
<« time but prodigal: What a pretty contra- | 


« time, and yet do what we can to precipi- | 
« tate its courſe; to haſten it by that we| 
« call paſtime? If it have been ſo with thee, | 


But as thy caſe is, I cannot wonder that 
the thoughts of death be moſt unwelcome 
to thee , who art thou that thou ſhould'ſt 
defire the day of the Lord? I can only ſay 
to thee, haſten thy preparation, have recourle 
to Ryle 2d, and 3d, and accordingly guide 
thy {-If till thou find thy ſpirit made more 
ſuitable to this Bleſfredneſs; that it become 
{avoury and grateful to thy Soul, and thy 
heart be ſet upon it. Hence thou may'ſt be 
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of 
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| 


count, That thy defire ſhall now be pitch'd' 
{upon a thing fo certain. Thine other deſires 


[in reference whereto thou may*ſt ſay, / ans 
(/are. Wait a while, this peaceful fleep will | 
ſhortly 1eize thy Body and awaken thy Soul. 


| sl00mineſs of dying, trouble thy thoughts, 
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0: Death may ceale to be a : 
And when thou art attained -fo far, con- 
fider thy great advantage in being willing 
and defirvus to die upon this further ac- 


have met with many a diſappointment. Thou 
haſt ſet thy heart upon other things, and 
they have deceived thy moſt earneſt thirſty] 
expectations, Dzath will not do ſo. Thou 
wilt now have one certain hope; one thing 


It will calmly period all thy troubles,and bring 
thee toa bleſfed reſt. | | 
But now, if only the meer terror _ 


this of all other ſeems the moſt inconlide- 
rable pretence againſt a willing furrender off 


| 
| our ſelves to death. Reaſon hath Tur” 


| ſhall not Fagth ?' Are we not aſhamed to con- 
ſrder, what confidence and defire of death 
! ſome Heathens have expreſt? Some that have! 
had no preapprehenſion or belief of another! 
[ate (though there were very few of them), 
and fo no hope of a conſequent Bleſſcdneis 
to relieve them, haye yet thought it un- 
reaſonable to diſgult the thoughts of death. 
| What wouldſt thou think if thou hadft no- 
thing but the Sophilms of ſuch to oppoſe 
to all thy diſmal thoughts? 1 have met with 
[ * one arguing thus, —* Death which is ac- 
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(it, zatural courage, yea, lome mens Atheiſm, | 


* Epicu- 
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clegant q purer and immortal nature of the Soul, and 


the preconceived hope of a conlequent felicity. 
I ſhall ſet down fome of their words, added 
to what have been occaſionally mentioned, 
(amongſt that plentiful variety wherewith one 
might fil] a Volume ), purpoſely to ſhame the 
more terrene temper of many Chriſtians. 

© The Soul ( faith one of them ) * is anin- 
<« viſible thing, and is going into another 
<« place, ſuitable to it ſelf, that is noble, and 
+ pure, andinviſible, even into Fades, indeed 
ro the goed and wite God, whither alſo 
Wes” | « my 


- 
IF. 


504 
& counted the moſt dreadful of all evils, 1 
«nothing to us. ( faith he) becauſe while 
< we are in being Death 1s not yet preſent 
«© and when Death is preſent we are not in 
{|< being; fo that it neither concerns us, as } 
& living, nor dead; for while we are alive 
© it hath not toucht us, when we are dead 
« we are not. — Moreover (faith he) the ex- 
<« quilite. } nowledg of this, that Death be- 
&« longs not to us, makes us enjoy this mor- 
<« tal life with comfort; not by adding any 
£ thing to our uncertain time, but by taking 
ec away the deſire of immortality. Shall they | 
© res n comfort themſelves upon ſo wretched a 
| ato 1 . ; F diheh 
Phedone, | ground, with a little Sophiſtry, and the hope 
From of extinguiſhing all deſire of immortality z 
whom I | and ſhall not we,by cheriſhing this bleſſed hope 
adjoin | of enjoying ſhortly an immortal glory ? 
| ga (q Others of them have ſpoken magnificently 
under- | of a certain contempt of this bodilv life, and 
ſtand ir )] a not only zor fearing but deſiring to dye, up- 
Is more | on a fixed apprehenſion of the diſtin and 
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« my Soul ſhall ſhortly go, if he ſe g00d.| 
« But this (he faith in what follows ) be- 
« longs only to {ſuch a Soul as goes out of th 


& body pure, that draws riothmg corporea 
& along with it, did not willingly . commu 


 |*nicate with the body in life, but did eve 


& mous) loves, and all other evils incident 


(fly from it, and gather up it ſelf into i 


j ſelf, always meditating this one thing. 


& A Soul ſo affcQed, ſhall it not go to 
« ſomething like it ſelf, Divine, ( and what is 
< Divine, 1s immortal and wile )), - whither 
Ec when it comes, it becomes bleſſed, free from 
error, ignorance, fears, and wild (or enor- 


© to men. 

* One writing the life of that rare perſon 
lotinus, ſays, That he ſeemed as if he were 
n ſome fort aſhamed that he was in body 
yhich ( however it would leſs become a Chri- 
ian, yet ) in one that knew nothing of an 
ncarnate Redeemer, it diſcovered a refined 
1oble ſpirit. | 


* Porphy- 
Yzus, Plotis 


ould fain have merrreckon to have been a Chriſtiaq, becauſe 
1e writes much againſt the. Pſeudo-Chriſtian Gnoſtichy, nothing 


gainſt Chriſtianity, yet it appears not he ever made profeſſion 
f it. Entead. 1, lib. 7. ; 


The fame perſon ſpeaks almoſt the language 
po: the Apoſtle, concerning his being rapt up 
nto the third heaven, and tells of ſuch an alie- 
nation of the ſoul from the Body : - ®T hat-wher 
& once it finds God (whom he had before been{ 
& ſpeaking of under the name of the 7% #aa%y 
* or the beauty ) ſhining in upon it, it now n0i 
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F< dy with which it is compounded, but as it ; 


<« ;ng 51 the body, but even forgets its own 


*« longer feels its body, or takes notice of 31s be-| 


<« being, that it is a'man, or a living creature, |. 


<« or any thing elſe whatſoever , for it is not 


<& it defire to be: Yea, and having ſought him 


© for any thing, not if one could give it the 
{** whole heaven in exchange. | 

& And elſewhere difcufſing, whether life in 
© the body be good and deſirable, yea or no, 


: 


3 


| 

| 

[< union of the Soul and body, but as it may | 
| * have that vertue annext to it,by which what } 
<< is really evil may be kept off. But yet, that | 
<« death is a greater good. That life in the bo- ! 
« dyis in it felf evil 5 but the Soul is by vertwe ; 
«ſtated in goodneſs; not as enlivening the bo- ; 
« ſeyers and ſejoins it ſelf from it; meaning | 
{<< fo, as to have as little communion as poſſibly | 
<« it can with it. To which purpole is the ecx- | 
pre:i:on of another : That the Soul of an happy 
< manſocolle&s and gathers up it {elf out from ; 
&« all things into it felf, thatit hath as it were * 
<« ſeperated it ſelf from the hody while it is yet | 
<& contained init —And that it was poſicſt of * 


<« that fortitude, as not to dread its departure | 


<5 from it. 


Another gives this charaer of a good { 
man, © That as he liv'd in ſimplicity, tran- 
« quility, purity, not being offended at any 
| | that 


{cat [eifare to mind any thing elſe, nor doth |; 
&« out, he immediately meets it, prefentins it | 
hi ſelf to him. It only views him inſtead of / 


ca8E". 


o 


< it fell, —and would not now change its ſtate | 


"LR 


« he concludes it to be good, not as it is an ! 
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© that. they believed him not to live To; he 
&« alſo comes to the end of his life, pure, kl 


« and eaſie to be diſſolved, diſpoſing himſelfgua]@-. 
&« without any conſtraint to his lot. , Aur. 
Another is brought in ſpeaking thus, © If: 

&«& God ſhould grant me to beccme a Child a-Catoin 
&« ain, to ſend forth my renewed infant-criesCicerone 
« from my Cradle, and having even run out#* Seite 
& my. race, to begin it again, I ſhould moſt} 

<« earneſtly reiuſe it 3 for what profit hath this} 

& life? and how much toil ?—Yet I do not! 
c« repent that 1 have lived, becauſe I hope I! 
&« have not lived in vain, And new I go out! 
« of this life, not as out of my dwelling-houſe, | 
&« but my Inn. O blefſed day ! when I ſhall! 
« enter into that Council and Aſſembly of ! 


&« Souls, and depart from this rude and dif | 
&« orderly ' rout and crew, &c. ; 
I ſhall add another, ( of a not much unlike | 
train * and rank, as either being not an open, F Phils 
or no conſtant friend to Chriſtianity ), that J#4us. 
diſcourſing who # the Heir of Divine things, | 
faith, © He cannot be, who is in love with 
&« this animal ſenſitive life 5 but only that pu- | 


&« reſt mind that is inſpired from above, that | 


|< partakes of an heavenly and Divine porti- | 


& on, that only ceſpiſes the body, &c. with | 
much more of like import. 

Yea, ſo have ſome been tranſported with ! 
the deſire of immortality, that (being wholly | 
ignorant of the ſin of ſelf-murder.), they | 
could not forbear doing violence on them: | 
{clves. =. 
Among the Indians, two thouſand you Cirt, 


; 


- 


[3 


SAPF2" Oy AED WE I 


=08 


The Bleſſeanefe of the Reghteane, 


C2cer. 


Queſt, Tuſ- 


xl. 


aliquotzes 
fie dilings. 
Philoſtr.in 
vit. Apolt, 
Tyanz1. 


| the Soul, by the Sea-fide, leapt from him 


* Scil. od that ſtate. 


mitzanius | 


ago, were a ſort of wile men, as they were 
called that held it a reproach to die of age, 
or a diſeaſe, and were wont to burn them- 
ſelves alive, thinking the flames were pollu- 
ted .if they came amidſt them dead. 

The ſtory of (leombrotus is famous, who 
hearing Plato diſcourſe of the immortality of 


; 


into the Sea, that he might preſently be in 
And *tis ſtoried, that * Nero re- 
 foſed to put Apellonius to death, though he | 
| were very much incenft againft him, only upon { 
the apprehenſion he had that he was very deſi- | 
rous to dye, becauſe he would not to far grati- | 
fie him. 
I only make this improvement of all this | 
Chriſtian Prexczples and Rules, do neither hur- | 
ry nor miſguide men, but the end ( as we have | 
it revealed) ſhould much more powerfully and 
conſtantly attra&t us. Nothing is more unfuit- | 
able to Chriſtianity our way, nor to that Bleſ- | 
ſedneſs the end of it,than a terrene ſpirit. They 


have nothing of the true light and impreſs of 
the Goſpel now, nor are they ever like to at-! 


tain the-viſion of the bleſſed face of God, and | 


| 


b 


; 


s 
2 


'the impreſs of his likeneſs hereafter, that deſire | 
it not aboveall things, and are not willing to 
[quit all things elſe for it.” 


earthlineſs and carnality, if meer Philoſophers 


rand Pagans ſhould give better proof than we 
of a {pirit ereted above the world, and alie- 
nated from what is temporary and terrene? 
Shall their Gentiliſm outyie our Chriſtian 


And is it not a juſt exprobration of our 


ity?! 
Me- 


(s 
Ef 


Methinks a generous indignation of this re=- 
| proach ſhoult] inflame our Souls, and contri 
| bute ſomewhat to the refining of them to a; 
| better and more ſpiritual temper. 

| Now therefore, O all you that name your 
{elves by that worthy name of Chr:ft:ans, that 
| profeſs the Religion taught by him that was 
{ not of the earth, earthly, but the Lord from 
; heaven; You that are -partakers of the hea- 
; venly calling, Conſider the great Apoſtle and 
| High-Prieſt of your profeſſion, who only 
| took our fleſh that we might partake of his 
{ Spirit, bore our earthly that we might bear 
{ his heavenly Image, deſcended that he migit 
[cauſe us to aſcend. Seriouſly bethink your 
{elves of the ſcope and end of his-Apoftleſhip 
iand Prieſthood, He was ſent out from God 
{to invite and conduct you to him, to bring 
!you into the communion of his glory and 
| blefſedneſs. He came upon a Meſſage and 
[Treaty of peace. To diſcover his ' Fathers 
[love and win yours. To let you know how 
{kind thoughts the God of love had conceived! 
{to you-wards ; and that, however you had 
{hated him without cauſe, and were bent to 


| 


{do ſo without end, he was not fo affected, 
{towards you, To ſettle a friendſhip, and to 
{admit you to the participation of his eternal 


;exemplifie to the world in his own Perſon, 
/how much of heaven he could make to dwell 
{in mortal fleſh; how poſſible he could: ren- 
;der it, to live in this world as unrelated to 
'itz how gloriouſfly the divine life could tri-| 
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(glory. Yea, he came togivean inſtance, and| 
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umph over all the infirmities of frail huma- 
nity. And fo leave men a certain proof and 
' pledg, to what perfeQions human i nature 


| courle between them. That an heavenly life 
' was poſſible to be tranſa&ed here, and certain 


' ting he ceaſed not to profeſs and avow. And 


\ſhame of your ever having bzen his enemies. 


| ſhould be improv'd by his grace and ſpirit, 
{in all them that ſhould reſign themſelves to 
! his condu&, and follow his ſeps. That hea- 
ven and earth were not ſo far aſunder, but 
: he knew how to ſettle a commerce and inter- 


| -- be gloriouſly rewarded and perfe&ed here- 
; Alter. 
| And having teſtifd theſe things, he ſeals 
| the Teſtimony, and opens the way for the 
| accompliſhment of all by his death. Your 
| heavenly Apoſtle becomes a Prieſt and a Sa- 
| crifice at once : That no doubt might remain 
| among men of his ſincerity, in what even dy- 
ithat by his own propitiatory blood a mutual | 
lreconciliation might be wrought between 
;God and you; that your hearts might be 
jwon to him, and poſſeft with an ingenuous 
And that his diſpleaſure might for ever ceaſe 
towards you, and be turned into eyerlaſting 
friendſhip and love. That eternal redemption 
ew obtained, heaven might be opened to 
you, and you finally be received to the glory 
'of God. Your hearts being bent thitherward 
m7 made willing to run through whatſoever 
ifficulties of life or death to attain it. Do 
not think that Chriſt came into the world 
and dicd to procure the pardon of your fan, 
an 


j 
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and fo tranſlate you to heaven, while your | 


{Where the Soul underſtands it not, and is 


age ſhould fill remain cleaving to the earth. 
e came and returned to prepare a way for 
you; and then call, not drag you thither. That 
y his Precepts, and Promiſes, and Example, 
ja Spirit, he might form and faſhion your 
ouls to that glorious ſtate; and make you 
willing to abandon all things for it. And lo! 
ow the God of all grace is calling you by 
clus Chriſt unto his eternal Glory. | Dire& 
then your eyes and hearts to that mark, the 
prize of the high calling of God in ( briſt Feſus. 
fTis ignominous, by the common ſuffrage of 
the civiliz'd world, not to intend the proper 
buſnek of our Calling. *Tis your Callins } 
to forſake this world and mind the. other, 
ake haſte then to quit your ſelves of your 
intanglements, of all earthly diſpoſitions and 
affeftions. Learn to live in this world as 
thoſe that are not of it, that expe& every 
day, and wiſh to leave it, whoſe hearts are 
jSone already. 
} ?Tis dreadful to dye with pain and regret 


lent death, and go away with an unwilling 
relutant heart. The wicked t driven away 
22 his wickedneſs. Fain he would ftay longer, 
but cannot. He hath not power over the,Spir 
it, to retain the Spirit, nor hath he power in 
death. He muſt away whether he will orno. 
And indeed much againſt his will. So it 
cannot but be, where there is not a previ- 
ous knowledg and love of a better ftate, 


nor 


{To be forced out of the Body ;, To die a vio- 5 
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| look upon themſelves as a diſtin& thing, Inureſ 


not effeQually attempted and framed to it. | 
"O'get then the lovely Image of the future 
lory-into your minds. Keep it ever before 
your eyes. Make it familiar to your thoughts. 
Cine daily there theſe words, 7 ſhall behold 
thy face, I ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. 
And ſee that your Souls be enricht with that 
righteouſneſs, have inwrought into them that 
holy reRitude, that may diſpoſe them to that 
bleſſed ſtate. Then will you die with your own 
conſent, and go away, not driven, but allur'd 


and drawn. You will g0, as the redeemed off - 


the Lord, with everlaſting. joy upon their 
heads. As thoſe that know whither you $0, 
even to a ſtate infinitely worthy of your deſire 
and choice, and where *tis beſt for you to be. 
You will part with your Souls,not by a forcible 
ſeparation, but a joyful ſurrender and reſigna- 
tion, They will diſſlodg from this earthly tay 
bernacle, rather as pazting it off than having it 
rent and torn away. 

Looſen your ſelves from this body by de- 
grees, as we do any thing we would remove 
from a place where it ſticks faft. Gather up 
your ſpirits into themſelves. Teach them to| 


them to the thoughts of a diſſolution. Be con 
tinyally as taking leave, Croſs and diſprove! 
the common maxim, and let your hearts, 
which they uſe to ſay are wont to die laſt, die 
firſt, Prevent death,and be mortifi*d towards 
every earthly thing beforehand, that death 
may have nothing to kill but your body; and 
that you may not die a double death in one; 

our} 
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{ hour, and ſuffer the death of your body and 
| of your love to it both at once. Much leſs 
that ch ſhould ſurvive to your greater (and 
even incurable) miſery. | | 

'» Shake off your Bands and Fetters, the ter- 
[rene affeRions that ſo cloſely confine you to 
{the houſe of your bondage. And lift up your 
heads in expeRtation of the approaching Ju- 
| bilee, theday of your redemption ; when you 
are to go out free, and enter into the glorious 
liberty of the Sons of God ; when you ſhall 
ſerve, and groan, and complain nolonger. Let 
it be your continual ſong, and the matter of 


your daily praiſe, that the time of your hap- 


py deliverance is haſtening on ; that ere long 
you ſhall be abſent from the body, and pre- 


 » {ſent with the Lord. That he hath not doom'd 


you to an everlaſting impriſonment within 
thoſe cloſe and clayie walls, wherein you have 
{been ſo long ſhut up from the beholding of 


{let the inward revive and be renewed day by 
(day. © What Priſoner would be ſorry to fee 
the walls of his Priſon Houſe (fo an Hea- 
&« then ſpeaks) mouldring down, and the 
© hopes arriving to him of being delivered out 
of that darkneſs that had buried him, of re- 
* covering his liberty, and enjoying the free 
[<< air and light. What Champion, inur'd to 
'< hardſhip, would ſtick to throw off rotten 


'*© body, to naked, placid, free air? Thetru- 


Ll «never. 


-_- 


; his fight and glory. In the thoughts of this, | 
While the outward man is ſenſibly periſhing, | 


'* rags, and rather expoſe a naked, placid, free | 


«ly generous Soul (ſo he a little above | . 


Max. Tyrs| 
Diſſert.q1e 
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© never leaves the body apainſt its will. 

Rejoice that it-is the gracious pleaſure of 
hy good God, thou ſhalt not always inhabit 
Dungeon, nor lie amidſt ſo impure and dif- 
-onſolate darkneſs; that he will ſhortly ex- 
hange thy filthy Garments for thoſe of Salva- 
ion and Praiſe. The end approaches. As you 
turn over theſe leaves, ſo are your days turned 
ver. And as you are now arrived to the end 
of this Book, God will ſhortly write Fiz to 
the Book of your Life on Earth , and ſhew you 
70UrNaties written in Heaven, in the Book of 
that Life which ſhall never end, + 6 


ET CT IE —G| © COPS 


TO renee i oh Farrey 


_ elnade Lie bs IT M10 Hens 


Ln hd 


ined Lid cod 


Py 


1'== ay) 


_—— ww i; 


